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"The inhabitants of Baglung, including, Praja,Khas
and Magar, and all (tenant s) of Khuwa (villages), shall -
work in the congtruction of (tuildings for) the Baglung Mint.
The inhiabitants of Bihun, and Pauni %untouﬁhahle)_houséholds,
shall provide porterage services at the Bjhun Hulak outpost,"

Bhadra Sudi 12, 1895
(August 1838)

Re gmi Research Collection, vol., 27, ppe. 590-91.

Errn

Porest Protecti-n

1. Bhadgaun

2,

Vrishadhwaj Thapa of BEhadgaun submitted the following
petition to the palace 3 YA royal order had been issued
previousgly for ths protection of forests at Tindol in EBEhadgaun. -
The order is now lost, hence the forest is being indiscriminatelY
destroyed." - ’

A royal order was therefore issued appointing Vpyishadhwa]
Thapa as caretaker of the forests in the area (boundaries
specificd) north of lialigauns The order authorized him
to protect the forest, seizec the weapons and tools of poachers,
and inflict apprﬂpri&%e punishment on them, .

Marga Sudi g, 1886
(November 1829)

Regmi Research Collection, vol., 27, p. 41,
. _
(1) The following royal order was issued in the names of

specified Brahmans of Sisneri Village in Lalitpur on
Chaitra Sudl 15, 1884 (March 1828) 3 . | N

"Protect forests carcfully on your birta lands in
Majhuwa as well as on raikar lands in Patale in order
to conscrve water for iTrigating Sera (Crown) lands in
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Lubhu as well as 1or protecting black pheasants (Kalij)
and black partridges (titra). Do not let black pheasants
be hunted witi: dogs, hawlts, snares; etc.—-Any persin -

who kills hen birds shall be punisiied with a fine of

ten rupees; the fine shall amount to five rupeces if he
kills the chicks, and 2} rupees if hedestroys the eggs,
Similarly , a fine of ten rupees shall be imposed on
any person who cuts a tree, and O0f five rupees per load on
any person who cuts firewood. Protect the forest with
full care." T

The order was addressed to Dinalkar Padhya, Ranganath
pradhya, Shiromani Padhya, Brajmohan Padhya, Ei:surya
Padhya, Shiva Padhya, ..arivamsha Padhya, Nilakantha
Padhya, Govinda Padhya, Ramu Padhya, Prayag Datta Padhya,
Raghupath Padhya, Biju Padhya, Ggnapati Padhya, Chh&bu :
Padhya, Shrilal Padhya, and o%her_members of the Poudyal clan,

Regni. Res‘learch-Collection, vol, 27, PP ?‘B-—?Q.

(2) Another royal order was issued on the same day in the
Dinakar Padhya, Ranganath Padhya, Shiromani Padhya
Brajmohan Padhya, Ekasurya Padhya,” Shiva Padhya, Nilakantha
Padhya, Harivamsha Padhya, Govinda. Padhya, Ramu Padhya,
Prayag Datta Padhya, Laxminarayan Padhya, Raghunatu Padhya,
Ramadatta Pandit, Shrilal Padhya, Bjiju Pachya, Ganapati
Padhya, Purnabthadra Padhya, Dinanath Padhya, Dasharath
Padhya, and Bhawanishankar Padhya, The order permitted
them to cultivate their jafati lands (i.z2. birta lands
which had been made taxable in A,D. 1806 and protect
forcsts in Sisneri on the following tems and conditions
1« Pay rents cn Kut or adhiya ‘basis, as the case mav be,

‘to your landlords, and also a share of the wheat |
crops and the ghiukhani tax and the chardam fee,

2., Provide loans to your landlords, if so asked, upto
the value of rents, . .

3¢ Jagirdar-landlords shall not evict Poudyal Brahmansg
from their jafatl rice-land holdings.,

4, Protect the Hajhuwa-Patale forest carefully in order
to conserve water for irrigating Sera lands in Lubhu,

5« Do not let anyone kill black pheasants and black
partridges, or cut trees. .

6. Appo rtion the rice~lands among yourselvcyg fu'r cultivation.

Rzgmi Research Collection, vol, 27y PPe 79-80,
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3. Tanahu, Lamiung, and Kaski |
On Kartik Sudi 14, 1888 (October 1831), Shothananda Banda
was granted authority to protect forests in the region
situated west of the €Chepe river and east of the Kali (CGandaki)
river, north of Gaighat and south of the Tingaun hills,
He har,:l garlier submitted a petition to the palace complaining
that Sal and Sallo trees were being cut indiscriminately
in Tanahu, Lamjung, and Kaski, so that timber might become
scarcg for meeting goveruamentdl needs and for the N
truction of roadside shelters, fords, and forts.
(i'grylrglnblrder issued in the name of Suouwnakar Banda warned
that ‘any person who cut trees without pemrmission would
be severely punisicd.

Regmi Rescarch Collection, vol, 27, pp. 11€-17,
I

b, Saranckot (Kaski)

The Saunepani forest in Kaski district had been reserved
for the supply of timber to construct embankments along the
Pardi canal, "A chitaidar (caretaker) was appointed for
that forest, with authority to cut timber for this purpose
and impose a fine of five rupees on any person who did so
forcibly for his psrsonal use. The chigaidar was paid
remneration in the form of five muris of paddy every
year from rents on lands assifned for that purpose.

Poush Badi 80 1890
(December 1833)

!

Regmi Rescarcu Collection, vol, 27, pp. 245-246,

(1) On Poush Badi 3, 1889 (December 1832), Shakti Padhya
was granted autherity to protect the Kharibote forest
(boundaries specified) at Khilung in Bhirkot, as well
as a bamboo grove at Phusremata., Timber and bamboo
from that forest vere allowed to be cut only for the
construction of embankments on dams and irrigation channecls
meant for irrigating jagir lands of the amy, as well as

of foxds on-streams and rivers, |
Regmi Research Collection, vol, 27, p. 252,

Bhirkot submitted the following petition to the royal

(2) Ranbir Khatri¥ Bahadur Srinaru, and Ravidatta Rana of
palaces _J

"At Jharkhang-inola, Sima-khola, Chyangra-khola, and
othur (specified) places in Bhirkot, forests had been
protected formerly for the supply of bows, quivers, etc,
to the govemment every year, and rice fields too were
under cultivation . These days trees are being cut
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indiscriminately, with the result that bamboo plants -
have died, and rice-fields have been damaged by
landslides. Horeover, sources of water have dried up,
no timber is available for the constructicn of dams

and irrigation channels, and the supply of bows, quivers,
etc. to the government has stopped,"® e

3 " A royal order was thm-.issiied-granting authority to
“the petitioners to protect the forests,

Magh Bad:. 11, 189L
(January 18-3&) |

Regmi Research Collection, vol. 27, p'.; 497, -
o deak s

A ghort History of Nepal
- Babl.lra.m Acharya

(Continued from the September 1982 issue)

- Chaptepr IT - = .
Pecople and Languages of Nepal

The people of Nepal are divided into two main racial groups:
Aryans and Mongolians. The Aryans are divided into two groups.
People of Mongolian origin reveal some admixture of Tibeto.
Buman blood, Because of the impact of the varna or jati

‘(caste) system of the Aryans, a number of castes have emerged

among the Mongolian people as well, hence the well-known °

saying “Four vamma-s and 36 castes.,"™ The four varnas obviousl
refer to the Brahman, - Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra castes 4

"of the Aryans, but in actual life there are more than 100

castes, rather than only 36. All of them remain separate
from each in matters relating to commensal and marital -
relations. The 7.5 million people of Nepal speak sore ‘than

40 languages and dialects. The main castes and the languages
spoken by them are as follows, ~ |
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o, There are two types of Brahmans in all parts of the hill

region. One of them, belonging to the upper level, is known

as Upadhyaya, whereas the other, belonging to .a 1o_wer level,

is known as Joisi. . Likewise, there ‘aré two types of Kshatriyas.
Descendants of the Kings of the medieval period are known.

as Rajput, and those of Kshatriyas of the ancient period are
known as common Kshatriyas. BRajput Kshatriyas are regarded

as belonging to a higher level, than common Kshatriyas., ‘
Khagas are left only in Khasanta region, Jaisis and Kshatriyas
had settlcd among the Khasas, hence the Brahmans and Rajputs who
came there some time later called them Khasa Brahmans and

Khasa Kshatriyas respectively. The name Jaisi was given to -
the lower level of Erahmans somc time later. Since these
Brahmans, Kshatriyas, and Khasas belonged to the Aryan race,
they speak the dialects of the Aryan language. There are
differences in their dialects due to geographical factors.,

The dialcct of Doti is called Dotyali. In eastern Khasanta,
therc are six types of Purbiya dialects. -The Parbatiya dialect
is spokcn in other areas. It has now become the national

- language and is now known as the Nepali language.

Some Brahmans and Kshatriyas belonging to the hill region
nave scttled in thc Taral -region as well, But most of the
Brahmans and Kshatriyas in the Tarai region have come from
the Madhesh, ' '

(Footnote : Arcund the first century, the plains region
on the banks of the Ganga and Jamuna rivers.up to Prayag
used to be known as Madhyadesua (¢éntral region). Since ‘
the plains region of Oudh and Bihar looked similar, the Nepalis
scem to have included them in the Madhyadesha , I+ is clear
that Madhesha 1s the developed version of Madhyadgsha.

These Brahmans too are divided into two levels like
Upadhyayas and Jaisis, The uppe® level consists of two
typess thoseliving in the region cast of the Bagvati river
belong to the Maithili category, and those living in the
region west of that river belong to the Sarabariya category,
Bhumihar BDrahmans belonging to the lower level are found
everywvhere in the Tarail region. All Kshatriyas migrating
I'rom the ladhesa arc callea Rajput. Among them, the Danuwar
Rajputs living in Saptari say that thelr original home is
Karnatalia, _

- The Nithar Baji commnity, which belonged to the ancient
tribe known as Vi ji or Vajji, lives in the Tarai region of
Nepal (also in the adjoining Madhesh) . Though the Tharus
of*the region call Brahmans and Kshatriyas as Baji, yet the
latter ¢o not seam ho have any connection with the old Vriji
tribe., Among the Bajlis, Kurml is the main commnity, They
claim themselves to be descendants of the old Kshatriyas,
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~ (Footnote ¢ There were Licchavi Kshatriyas too among
the Vrijis, The Manugnriti describes the Licchavi and
Khasas as descedants of those Kshatriyas who have ngt |
gone through the sacred thread investiture ceremony,

‘Other groups of this community are Dhanuk, KDiI‘i, Kewat,
Anat, Bin, etc. Kayasthas and Ahirs too seem to have mixed
with the 5.jis., Since the above-mentioned Madhishe Brahmans
and Kshatriyas wyere Aryans, and since Bajis too bear a heavy
agrixture of Aryan blood,” they speak Aryan dialects,

. It is because of geographical factors that those inhabiting

- the region east of Bagvatl river speak Maithili, those .
inhabiting the region from Bagvati to Butwal speak Bho jpuri,
and others inhabiting the region farther '1:9 the yest speak

%, One commnity living in and around the capital of Nepal ‘is
called Hewar, Sarbariya and Maithili Brahmans laterp
integrated themselves into this commnity, hence they do
not want to be called Newars. The Malla Rajputs who subsequently
merged themselves into this community also hesitate to cal]
themselves Newars. The other Newars are divided into two
categories known as Tharo and Bhao. The Bharos have assumed
the prestigious title of Shrestha, and have conferred the
lower status of "Jyapu"(that-is, one who works in a rice-
field) on Bhaos, who are predominantly peasants,

(Fc:-otlmté: ‘The title of Shrestha has been assumed only
by Bharcs who adhere to the Sanatana sect of Hinduism mot
by those having -‘faith in Byddhism), | i

Newvars whose occupation is pottery have totally assimilateq
themselves into the Jyapu community, Bandas and Udasas
who are engaged in the occupation of metal and wood work,
occupya status higher than that of Jyapus, while Gatha (or
'Malis) who work as petty artisans, and Kau (blacksmiths)
belong to the lower category. The physical appearance of
all these Newars mostly contain Aryan features,

-+ (Footnote : Fommerly, anyone who practised celibacy ang
performed a penance in a Buddhist monastery or Bshal used to
be called a Banda or Bandini. Bnotiyas or Murmis too could
join in such penance, Women (Bandinis) bom of illicit sexual
relations among them were accepted by Gubthajus, while the

- children of Bandas were taken into the Udasa.caste, This
explaing why the physical ap;;iamnce of all these three
communities is largly Mongolian), : :

But Newari, the mother tongue of all Newars, is just a
dialect of the Tibeto-Burman family, :

5« The southern part of the hill region is inhabited by Magars,
. Their settlements extend to the Koshi river in the =ast on -
‘elther side of the Mahabharat range. Their physical characteristics
are wholly Mongolian, Thelr dialect is a brahch of the

Tibeto=Burman family.
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Gurungs inhabit the region north of the Magar areas. Syarpas
similarly inhabit the Himalayan part of Sesant, and Murmis
the hilly part cf that region.” Dura, a small communi ty,
which appears to have separated from the Gurung community,
inhabits a region located on the banks of the Marsyangdi.
All these Tour comminities adhere to Buddhism as practised
in Tibet and thereiore respect Lamas and use the Tibetan
calendar, They arec generally Mongolian in appearance,
Gurung:z, however, have less clearly marked Mongolian
features than the other three communities, because they
also have Aryan blood. The different dialects spoken by
the four communities belong to the Tibeto-Bumman family.

. Thamis imbhabit thc¢ hill areas located to the east of Sesant,

zs well as the inner Taral., Sunuwars, a small commnity,
are found on the barks of the Khunati-Khola, located
across the Tamakoshi river. Thamis want to be cquated
with Sunuwars, On the other hand, Sunuwars consider
Thamis ta be of inferior status. Thamis spcak a dialect
belonging to a Mongolian family. Until a year ago, the
dialect spoken by Sunuwars contained traces of that dialect
0lso; now it has buen cast on the model of the Tibocto-
Burman family, ' '

A small commnity called Hwayu inhabits the.lower Kirat
region (Wallo-Kirat). The Khamtu community, which is
divided into several groups, inhabits both Wallo-Kirat and
and Majh-Kirat., One of these groups, called Chaurase, '
inhabits Pallo-Kirat also. Yakhas and Yakathumbas live in
the nerth and south respectively of Pallo-Kirat, Dhimals
live in the Tarai arca of Morang district. Both Khambus

and Yakthumbas were previously called Rais, Now-a-days

only Khambus are called Rais, Yakthumbas arc now callai
Limbus. Doth thesec commnities consider themselves to be
of -equal status and hold Yakhas in contempt. Hwayus 'consider
thenselves equal to Khambus in status, whereas the latter
look upon the fommer with contempt, ﬁoth Hwayus and Dhimals
are inferior in status. The physical appearance of all these
five commmnities is Mongoliaon in character. The various
groups of the Khambu community speak some twenty dialects
while cach of the remaining four commnities speak a singie
dialect. All these dialects belong to the Mongolian family.
The total munber of Khambus is probably not more than 200,000,
yet surprisingly they are divided into different groups
speaking about twenty dialects, each group not knowing the
dialect used by the other.

Tharus innablt all parts of the Tarai region from the Mahakali
river to the Koshi river. The Tharus inhabiting the Tarai
located in the Khasanta region are divided into two commnities
called Rana and Dangoriya. Ranag inhabit Kanchanpur district,
wnile Dangorias heave Dang as their ancestral hom:, Tharpus
have spread to Kailali district and Butaul in thz east. In

- Butual, we see settlaments of Tharus belonging to the Katheriya

group, But therc oxlets a marked difference in the manners as
well as the farming practices of these two groups of Tharus, '
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In Chitaun, Tharus are called Chitauni Tharus. Malapuchhana
Tharus live in Parsa, and Kuchila Tharus in Bara., Settlements
of Kuchila Tharus extend as far as Morang district. But
Tharus belonging to other categories also are found here

and there. In thc eastern part of Morang district, we find
a small commnity call:d Meche. Meches have Mongolian
features and speak a dialect belonging to the Tibeto-

Burman family. iherever they live, the Tharus use the
dialects and customs of Bgiis. A community called Rajavamshi
also lives in Morang. Rajavamshis too have a Mongolian
physiognomy, and speak a corrupt fom of Lengali. They are
a small branch of the Koch community that has imigrated
from Cooch Behar. Gangain and Tajapuri branches of the
same commnity also inhabit this area,

The Sauko community inhabits the Byas-Himal area of Doti

and the fhakali commnity in the Thak-Himalayan area of
Parbat., Both these communities are affluent, because they
trade in wool and salt. The Dangalis trade in wool and salt,
but they are a nomadic community. They always move about

in the Khasant region. Only in the monsoon do they live in
tents at one place, A commnity called Ryt roams about in
the forest areas of the same region, subsisting on wild

' d hunting wild animals and birds. e

%aﬁﬁgyg? A similar tribal commnity, calle Kﬁgﬁggglyigqnt
found in the Magarant region. Some Rauts visit poPuiated
areas and eam money by working in wood. On the other hand,
Kusundos visit villages only to beg:alms. In the Sesant
region, there lives a semi-tribal commnity called .. Chepang,
Who cultivate drylands on a limited scale, They use'TT%%“TE
more than cloth to keep themselves wam, In the Magaruat
area, there is another commnity called Barami, who are as
backward as Hwayus, . Other small backward comminities found
in the Magarant region are Raguwa, and Ruwani both of whom
have Mongolian characteristIGs. They speak different dialects
of Mongolian origin, Dangalis, Rauts, and iusundos have

not been counted in the course of census operations, becaise
they do not live in houses. The number of people belonging
to other small communities too is very small, Co

Sariyasi, Banda, and Udas communities comprise people bormn

from thosewho renounced wordly life tut later retumed to a
household life. OChartis are children of freed slaves, There
are also several untouchable commnities; Teli, Kalwar,

Sudi, and Dhobi of the Tarai, and Kasai and Kushle, belonging

to the Newar commmnity, belong to the upper stratum of the
untouchable commnity. Those who are converted into Islam

are called Muslims, whO belong to the upper category of the .
untouchable casses. In the medium category come the Masahar
Batar and Dhangar of the Tarai, Damai, Sarki and Kami of

the hill region, Pode and Chyame belonging to the Newar commnity
and the Dum, Pusadh, etc of the Tarai occupy the lowest place ’
among untouchable groups. Ghartis speak -the Nepali language,
while Bandas, Udasas, Kasals, Kushles, Podes and Chyames spe:k
Newari. In the Tarai,Musahars and others belonging to the
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medium category in the untouchable caste as well as other
untouchables of the lowest category, speak the dialect used
by the Bajis. But the intonation is different, Communities
‘belonging to the uppeor category (of untouchablass), such

as Teldy, however, have the same intonation as the Bajis,
Th.elr pnysiognomy has mostly Aryan features, Untouchables
of the medium category, such as Musaharg have the same

physiognomy as that of Mgngolian commn

ties in India.

It is hard to deternine the physiognomy of untouchables
belonging to the lowest catugory, becausec of the high degree

of miscegenation among them,

~ 2nd of Chapter II

. Land Grants of 187% Vikrama

Bai sakh Badi_ 10, 1874

On Marga Sudi 1, 1873, when King Girban dled at

Aryaghat near the Pashupati temple, several ritual ',L_and
grants (sankalpa) were made in his name to Brahmans. Royal
orders confirming these grants were issued on Baisakh Badi 10,

1874, by his successor, King Rajendra., These grants included
the following s- ' -

(1)

(2)

(3

: vol?_28, Pe 320}i

23 muiris of rice-fields and a homestead in Jiunpur L
(Dhading) to Punyashila Pandit. (Regmi Regearch Collection,

20 muris of rice-fields and a homestead coﬁuis:i.ng 4 miris .
of land at Ichundol in Kathmandu to Harikrishna Padhya .
Dawadi, The &% muri homestead was later replaced by 2 muris,

13 pathis, and 3 manas of rice-lands (i.e. 25 percent less).

(Ihid, p. 323).

20 miris of rice-fields and a homestead to Trilochana
Padhya., - A royal order for demarcating the boundaries
of this grant as issued on Aghadh Badi 11, 1874,

(Ibid, p. 331).
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Dbaisaxh Badi 10, 1874
The village of Selang was granted as bekh to Dhammaraj

Khatri in appreciation of his services in operating the
Pyuthan Munitions Factory and manufacturing muskets.

(Ibid, p. 321)

Baisakh Badi 10, 1874 -

Ramadayal Gosain had mortgaged his house .:at Chokhache,

Indrachok (Kathmandu) to Waha Ali, a Kashmiri, for Rs 1000.
The money was repaid to the latter's son, Azizullah, and

the mortgage was redeemed, A royal order was then issued _
granting the house as birta to Bastiram Madhise, a mechanic,
(Ibid, p. 322). | |

Baigakh Sudi 12, 1874

(1) The third concubine (Sri Mahila Bnitrini Bajya) of King
Ran  Bahadur Shah had constructed the temple of Sri |
Laxmishwar Mahadeva on the banks of the Bagmati river in
Kathmandy. On Chaitra Sudi 9, 1872, King Girban had made
a. ritual (sankalpa) guthi grant of 140 muris of lands to
finance the repair and maintenance of that temple, The langs
were located at Saraswatikhel in Thimi,

(1bid, pp. 324=25).
(2) On Chaitra Badl 14, 1969, King Girban had granted

260 miris of rice-lands to finance regular and ceremonial
religious funccions at the above-mentioned temple,

(Ibid, pp. 327=28).

deper&plate inscriptions for both these grants were
issued by King Rajendra on Baisakh Sudi 12, 15?#’.

Baigakh Sudi 12, 1674 |
On Aswin Sudi 12, 1868, birthday of King Girban, 400 miris

of rice-~lands had been granted to Icchavati Brahmani ag g
ritual (sankalpa) gift, along with a homestead at Patan,

(1bid, PPy 325-27)e"
Jestha Sudi 13, 1874

King Prithvi Narayan Shah had granted lands at Naldum
to (Jiva Shah) under Chhap tenure., These lands were now
reconfirmed in favor of‘Jiva Shah's son, Prana Shah, uader
beki-Tunyad tenure on an inheritable basis, '

(Ibid, ];l. 328)-
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Ashadn Badi L, 1874

On the thirteenth day of the death of King Girban,
on Marga Sudi 13, 1673, 20 muris of rice-lands had been

granted through a sgankalpa gift vo ilaradatta Jna. The
lands were located on the banks of the Merahara river in the

Changu area,

(Ibid, p. 329).
'gjhwﬁh Sadi W4, 1874

King Girban's sacred-thread-investiture ceremony was
erfomed on Baisakh Sudi 10, 1865. On that occasion,
O miris of rice~lands had been grant:d as a ritual

(sankalpa) gift to Brahma Padhya Adhikari and Hgrivamsha
Padhya Adhikari, : SR

Thesc two Brélrnnans had received a similar grant on
Marga Sudi 1, 1873, when King Girban died.

On Ashadn Badl 4, 1874, King Rajendra issued a copper-
plate inscription for both grants, -in addition to a 16 muri
homeastead, |
(Ibid, p. 330).

Ashadh Badi 11, 1874

The [irst anmniversary ol the death of King Ran Bahadur
Shah was observed on Bailsakh Sudi 7, 1864, On that occasion,
hhis succegsor, King Girbun, mode a pritual gift of 100 muris
of rice-lands. & royal order to demarcate the boundaries
of tiuese lands was issued on Ashadh Badi 11, 1874, The
bzneficiary was ¥idyananda Fandit.,

(Ibid, pp. 331-32).

(To be Continued)
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A Short History of Nepal

By
Baburam Acharya

(Continued from the October 1982 1ssue)

Chaﬁtgx ITI
The Pre-Historic Period

1. Around 10,000 B,C., the Himalayas had alreauy assumed their
present form, tut the climate was colder, The rivers and
streams did not flow as deep as they do today, and the valleys
were broader., Primitive communities of Mongolian origin
inhabited the Himalayan valleys, and agriculture and animal
husbandry were unknown. People lived on wild roots and
fruits, and the meat of the wild animals they hunted with
weapuns of stone or wood. Because they lived in the midst
of wild animals, they used to save themselves from tiger,
bear, and other beasts of prey by climbing trees quickly,
They protected themselves from the cold by wearing the
skins of the animals thecy hunted. Such communities of
Mong-lian origin lived in Tibet as well as in the forests
of the northem Indian plains, .

2. Settlements of these Mongolian communities in the Himalayan
valleys did not adjoin each other. Rather, like islands
in the sea, they took the fom of isoclated villages with
thatched huts inside forests in those valleys, These
villages were not pemmanent; but were shifted to places
where wild roots and game were available, albeit within
a radius of 30 or 4O miles. These villages did not live
in amity, but fought with each other from time to time,
As a result, it took thousands of years for any important
inverntion to reach from one end of the Himalayas to another,
Bows and arrows were invented in some country of the west
circa 7000 B.C, Later, the potter's wheel was also invented,
These two inventlons opened up the path of progress before
world, and eventually reached the warring Mongolian communitics,
The usz of bows and arrows greatly facilitated both hunting
and warfare, After pottery became known, people began to
cook wild roots and meat. They also started wearing coarse
cloth made of plant fiber, instead of the skins of animals,

3. One of the Mongolian groups belonging to the Himalayan region
lived in the Sindhull area on the southern side of the Himalayas,
It moved rapidly on the path of progress. Khasas who came
there later gave that group the name of Magar, The Magar
comnunity had links with the Mongolian groups inhabiting
the Tarai region, Around this time, Mongolian groups inhabiting
the forest areas of Tirhut had taken up a sedentary life and
start.d agriculture, animal husbandry, and the weaving or
cloth, Magars too learnt these skills from them and started



living a sedentary life. They were unable to prepare
rice~-ficlds in the hill region, lut began to cultivate mairze,
millets, mustard, and other crops on hillside lands, The
Magar population then gradually increased and their settlements
reached Dghaban, Magars spread to the interior areas of the
nill region and established villages there, The autochthonous
commnities of that region, Chepang and Baram, were relegated
to a secondary place, while the Kusundas tcok refuge in

the forests, Many o%hjr similar communities were wiped

out, At this time, a wranch of the Tibeto-Burman group

came from the east and disturbed other commnities of

tfongolian origin, e

Most areas of Tibet and Purma are inhabited by people _
belonging to a single racial stock, hence they are known -
as Tibeto-Bumman.. Groups living elsewhere, cr those with
mixed racial descent, are neither Tibetans nor Burmans,

“he original home of the Tibecio-Burmans is the Huang area
of China, which adjoins Tibet, as well as the valleys
situcted on the upper reaches of the Yangtse-Kiang river,
During circa 3000 A,D., the Tibeto-Burman population of
these regions increased to such an extent that there were
successive waves of migration to other areas, This trend
continued for thousands of years., Many groups of emigrants
reached Rurma through the boaks of the Irrawady river and
settled there, Another group crossed the Himalayas through
the gorge of the Brahmaputra river and supplanted the Mongolian . -
population of Tibet., Yet ancther group reached Assam along
the banks of the Brahmaputra river through the pass of Prabhuthakul
and then spread to Fast Bengal also. A few groups croused
the Himalayas and proceeded toward the westem mountain
region, There was a large number of such small groups,
which, in the course of movements spread through several
thousands of yearg, brought about a drastic change in the
condition of the Mongolian population,

There was not mich difference in the physiognomy of the Tibeto-
Bumans and the Mongolians of the Hiwalayas, for both of
them were of Mongolian stock, However, the Tibeto-Bummans
were somewhat taller., Accordingly, the two groups mixed
with c¢ach other, The new ifumdlgrants were limited in numbter,
hence they adopted the language of the Mongollans as their
mother-tongue, But the latter assimilated hundred of words
rrom the Tlbeto-burmalanguage, especially numgrals, The
degree of admixture was not uniform in all cases., It is
possible that the Magars did not allow any such admixture,
Because of varlations in the degree of admixture between
the Tibeto-Burmans and various Mongolian groups, & number

of dialects emarged, ecach for a separate group. The Tibeto-

Bummans were engaged in agriculture and animal husbandry,:
end were acquainted with the use of coppeér and other metals.,
The checp was.thelr main domestic animal, which they brought
along with them into the Himalayas. They also taught the
iongolian groups the art of weaving cloth, as well as the
mining of copper and the manufacturs of metal utensils,
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Consequently, the longolian groups started living a sedentary
life, set up villages, and gave up hunting, The exceptions
are a few groups of longolian stock who are still living a

‘nomadice life as hunters in epal and elsewhere in the

Hinalavan region.

' several groups of Arya stock had started settling in the

regions between the Ganges and the Volga circa 300 B,C.
Lecause they lived 2 nomadic life, their original home

is not knovn, At that time, there were two groups of

Aryas in the plains of northern India, Aida and Manavu,

Aida settlements extended to the Punjab and the Ganges-
Jarmuna plains, vwhile the Manavas inhabited the region now
known as Judh. Hodern Kaghiir was known as Idavrita in
ancient times, and people who moved from there to the

plains wvere kncun as Aida. There were some differences

in "he languages and Life-styles of the Aidas and the
ianavas, although Loth claimed to be Aryas and inhabitants
of Aryavarta, and followed the Vedic religion. There was

cp zn social intercocurse between Aldas and Manavas, and

their political 1ife too was almost similar. Bharata and
Yudnisthira were prominent Aida Kings, while Bhagawan
ARamachandra was a prominent King of the Manavas, Aidas had
well=known Kingdome in the region <ust c¢f Oudh and south

sf the Canges, know: as Magadha, while there were Manava
Kingdoms in Mithila or Videha in the north., The Videha
¥ingdom was small in extent, hence the Kinguom of Magadha
dominated the whole of modem Bihar, The lMongolian groups
inhabiting that region tock to the forests and lived an
isolated life, olthough some of iLuem remained with the
Aryas and became agricultural laborers called shudras. Yet
cthers formed Dum, Chamay, and other untouchable ccmmunities,
serving both the Aryas and the Shudras. A& few of them became
domesgtic slaves of Aryas and Shudras. All of them renounced
their dialects and started speaking the Arya language,
gimilar developments occurred in the’'western regions as
wells

One Aida group inhabiting Idavrita or Kashmir was known as
Khasa, The original meaning of the term was King or Kshatriya
(warrior)., The tem Khasa also gave its name to Kashmir,
Aidas who migrated to the plains attained a civilized status
because of their skills and brawn. ZEventually, they relegated
heir Khasa brethren in the mountains to a lower status., For
this reason, Khasa is a derogatory term in the Nepali languaze.
However, Khasas were wise and brave. In circa 2000 B,C.
one group of this community migrated to the famrwest and,set
up their own Kingdom in modern Iran, displacing the Sami
cmmmunitg. They ruled with great giory for five centuries
(1746=-1160 B.C.)+ In Iran too they spoke the Arya language
and worshipped such Vedic gods as Indra, Varuna, and Mitra,
as well as an Ice Goddess %Himadevi) named Sivaya Shimaliya.
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At about the same ti.e, another Khasa group crossed the
Sutlej river and moved toward the east., This wave. of
migration continued for thousands of years. These Khasas
moved along the hill region, rather than toward the Himalayas
or the Tarai. They took great care to ensure that there
was no admixture of Mongoulian blood in thelr comunity,
hence they treated the Mgongolian communities they came
across on their way as Dom and other untouchable group se
Eventually, these Khasa's reached the valley of the Bheri
river. Some freedom=-loving Mongolian groups then shifted
to the Tarai region and joined the Tharus, while others
crossed over the Himalayan region and maintaincl a separate
existence, Chief among the i.citer is he Sauko community
of Nepal, At Sakhiko=-Lekh the Khasas encountered Magars.
Unable to overcome the Magars, the Khasas stopped their
mogration irn the valley of the Bheri river.

These Khasa< rcmained ramers. Millet (kodo) had been
cultivated from ancient times in the hill regions they
conquercd, The Lliagas introduced new crops such as barley,
wheat, and sesame, It was at the.time of their eastword
migrailon that the use of diron became known in the world,
The Khasas used iron for the first time for agricultural
purposes in the Himalayan region. They worshipped Vedic
goas,  but did not ohserve caste distinctions such as Brahman
Kshatriya, and Vaishys., Because they had left their nmginai
home before the alphebet was invented, they suffered a
gradual decline, They followed a reprlican (Lokhathar)
system of governmeni, Polygamy and Polyandry were common,
and were additional factors ian the decline of this comsunity.

During the time when the Khasas were suffering a decline

in the hill region between the Sutle] and the Bheri, the
Aida' and Manawa Aryas ol the plains advanced toward the -
¥oshi region in the east, They established new Kingdoms

in the extenslve Aryavarta plains and achieved gradual
progress. Intoxicated by power and health, the aigyas fought
in the civil war between Yuthisthera and Suyodhana at Ku-.kshetre
(cireca 1425 B.C,). That war witnessed the end of the nomadic
life of the Aryas and they started reclaimingz forests in
the areas they had occupied. 0ld royal dynasties becane
weak and were supplanted by new ones., New Kingdoms and
republics thus emerged, by circa 600 B,C,, the states of
Anga, Vriji, Malla, and Koshala, east to west, had been
estaﬁllshed in the terrltories comprising modern Hepal.
Anga was a Kirngdom, After the end of the Janaka dynasty

of Videha, that Kingdom and the Licchavis merged to form

the Vriji republic. The Vrijli republic was bounded by the
Gandaki river in the west, Farther westward was the Malla
republic, The territories comprising modem Oudh formed
the old Kingdom of Koshala, while the Magadh Kingdom of the
Aidas continued in southem Bihar. There were two other
small republics of Mallas and Shakyas betvcen the Malla

ropublic and the Kingdom of Koshala,
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The Aryas of Aryavarta followed the Vedic religion before
the Kurukshetra wir. They worshipped Indra, Varuna, and
other gods as presidingdeities of natural forces so as to
derive bencfits from such forces, and offered foodstuffs

to these gods Lhrough fire., This ritual was known as
yagnyva or yaga, After the Kurukshetra war, prime

importance was given to yagnyas, and the gods began to be
regarded as subservient to these rituals, Becausc yagnyas
became progressively more omate and complex, a group of
rishig and mnis started opposing such rituals, and? instead,
explored the Brahma-Viuya. Many Kshatriya Kings followed .
in their footsteps. The Janaka royal dynasty of Videha
became well-known among the Brahmavadis. These Brahmavadis
eventually introdnced the idea of monotheism, wut many
atheistic s.oups also emerged, Yet another group followed
the path of purifying the soul through penance and attaining
salvation (moksha), suis religious ferment continued for
nearly £00 years, After the Buddha propagated the Buddhist
religion, some of these sects disappeared, while others
changed %heir fo rm, .

The territorics of the Shakya republic comprised modem
Butwal and other areas to the west, The capital was possibly
located in Kapilavastu. Siddhartha was the son of Shuddhodana
elective King of that republic. In 624 B.C., his queen
gave birth to .Siddhartha in a village called Rumin in Butwal
wvhile coming back home from her parents'! house, From his
very childhood, human suffering cauged grief to Siddhartha,

At the age of 28 years, he renounced the worldly life in
search of the true path to rid mankind of death and other
sufferings., He practised penance for six years in a forest
and then attazined enlightenment and was known as the Buddha,
3ecause he belonged to the Gputama clan, he became famous

by the name of Gautama Buddha, He firs% preachcd his new
path at Kashi and was able to gather a few adherents,

Buddha was an atheist. He was opposed to yagnyas and penance,
The gist of his teaching was good conduct. He preached

this mescage for 45 years in some areas of what are now

Bihar and Oudh to princes and paupers alike. He used to
teach people of all castes, irrespective of sex, hence
thousands of people Eﬁcame his-ggllowers. Gautama Buddha
fied in 2, DG 88 tho pge,of 80 eRra- iz 41 APk ss, oOF th
great uddnist religidn. -

The Shisunaga dynasty emerged in the Kingdom of Magagh circa
700 BsCe The fifth King of that dynasty, Bimbisara, and

his son, Ajatashatru, were contemporaries of Gautam Buddha.
Both of them revered him, Bimbisara conquered the Kingdom

of Anga and annexed it to Magadh. The ancient Kings used to
retain defeated royal dynasties as vassals. Bimbisara, _
however, removed the royal (ynasty or leaders of the republic
and expanded the territories of his own Kingdom, Ajatashatru
instigated dissensions between the Vijis of Videha and the
Licchavis and annexed the Vriji republic (circa 540 B,C,).

?

His successors continued that policy and gradually incorporated

th: Kingdoms of Awadha and the Ganga-Jamuna region int» the
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Magadh Kingdom, In circa 366 B,C,, the Shishunaga dynasty
was reioved by Mahapadmananda, whu then founded a new royal
dynasty. The new dynasty, houevar lasted only two generations.
lMahapadmananda uprooted the remainlng Kingdoms -and created
the very powerful Magadh esmpire comprising the territories

of the modem United Frovinces, Rajputana, Malwa, Bihar,

and Orissa., This was the first empire of northern India.
Before the new empire had beecn fully established, during

the time of the last Shishunaga Kings, the first Kingdom

of Nepal was founded, thereby L.xking the beginning of Nepali
history. :

End of Chapter III.

Land Grants of 1874 Vikrama

ta,

(Continued from the October 1982 issue)

Aghadh Badi 11, 1874

Oon Magii Dadi 30 1874, King Rajendra made a ritual
gift (sankalpa) of %O mris of rice-lands, along with a
homestead, to Dineshwaru Adhikari in Patan on the occasion
ol a snlar eclipse. A royal order for demarcating the
boundarics of these lands was issued on Ashadh Badi 11, 187k,

Fegmi Research Gdllection,'vol. 28, p. 332,

The same day, royal orders were issued for demarcating
the boundaries of the following ritual land grants made
on the death of King Girban on Marga Sudi 1, 1873 3=

(1) 20 muris of rice lands and a homestead in Bhadgaun *o
Srithakta Aryal,

(2) do. to Udayananda Neopane in “hadgaun.
Ibid, pp. 33%-35.
Ashadh Badi 11, 1874

(1) On Chaitra Badi 7, 1868, Flng Girban had made a ritual land
grant (sankalpa) "of 100 muris of rice lands and a home-
stead in Kathmandu to Lokanatha Pande on the occasion of the
conszcration of a bridge on the Bagmati river,
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(2) Ritual land grents had been made to Shankha Narayan
Tiwari on the following occasions :=-

(a) 40 muris of rice lands during a salar eclipse on
Magh Badi 30, 1869.

(b) 10 muris of rice lands during a lunar eclipse on
Marga Sudi 15, 1871.

(¢) 20 muris of rice lands during a lunar eclipse on
lHarga Sudi 15, 1872,

Each of these grants iuncluded a homestead as
well,

The total area of rice lands thus granted as
sankalpa-birta was 70 muris, Of this, 58 nuris had
been allotted in Kartik 1873, A royal order for
demarcating the bcundaries of the remaining 12 muris
was issucd on Aghadh Badi 11, 18?&

Ibid, pp. 335-36.
Ashadh Badi 12, 1874

A guthi land grant of 40 muris of rice lands, along
with = hcmestead and the area around a roadside 3helter
at Chakhewa, was made to Tulasiram Upadhya on the occasion

of a solar eclipse on Jestha Badi 30, 1874,

Ibid, pe 337.
Ashadn Sudi 4, 187%

In the Vikrama year 1846, King Ran Bahadur Shah had
appointcd Dglabhanjan Pande' s father (Jagajit Pande)
Subba of Makwanpur., He had gronted four moujas in hatiwan
Farganna of Bara-Farsa, then under the administrative control
of the Subba of Hakwanpur, under bekh-buniyad tenure, The
royal order confiriging the grant was subsequently 1ost, hence
a new royal order was issued on Ashadh Badi 4, 1874 in the

name of Dalabhanjan Pande.

Ibid, p. 337.

Aghadh Sudi 4 1874

Three ropanis of pakho land at Athbis in Bisankhu was
granted as birta to Sarup Bista, who held the office of
Kote, to extend his homestead.

Ibid, p. 338.
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Ashadh Sudi 9, 1874

Royal orders for the derartation of the boundaries of
sankalpa birta grants made on Marga Badi 1, 1873 on the
occasion of the death of King Girban :-

(1) 50 mris of rice lands and a homestead to Laxmi Wath
Bhattarai, a priest. He latcr preferred to receive
LO muris out of his 60-muri jagir holding at Bhimdhunga.

(2) 20 muris of rice lands and a homestead to ﬂmaﬂjgadhar
Padhiya Dhakal.

Similar royal orders were issued in that day for
demarcating the btoundaries of the following birta grants also :=-

(1) %0 muris of rice lands and a homestead granted as sankalpa
birta to Balakrishna Padhya Devkota on Marga Badi .13,
1873 for taking the ashes of King Girban to Kashi,

(2) 20 muris of rice lands and a homestead at Deopatan granted

ag sankalpa-birta to Jayanarayan Padhya on the same
occasion, '

(3) The following sanklpa birtas granted to Tikaram.Pandit
on the following occasions := -

(a) 20 muris of rice lands granted on Chaitra Badi 9,
1862 on the occasion of the congregation of four
planets, '

(b) 20 maris of rice lands and homestead granted on Marga
Qi 1, 1873, |

...I._bi_d' pp'. 340-43,
Aghadl Sudd 5, 18%

1 ¥het (100 muris) of rice lands and a homestead in Deupur
(Kabhrepalanchok) were granted as sankalpa birta to Rama

Chandra Ghodasaini by King Girban on the occasion of a lunar
eclipse on Marga Sudi 15, 1872, " |

Reogmi Research Collection, vol, 28, p, 343,

Ashadh Bodd W, ]g 74

(2) 20 muris of rice lands and a homestead in Deopatan
were granted as sankalpa birta to Mahadeva Jha on
Marga Sudi 1, 1873 (when King Girban died),

Ibid, p. 344,
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() On the same day, 20 muris of rice lands and a homestead
in Deopatan were granted as sankalpa birta to
Maheshwar Aryal,

Ibid, p. 347.

§hré.wan Padi 12, 1874

(a) 30 muris of rice lands and a homestead in Ppharping
wvere granted as sankalpa birta to Purushottam Pandit
on Marga Sudi 13, 1873 (13th day after the death
of King CGirban).

Ibid, p. 3%9.

(b) On the same day, 100 muris of rice lands and a
homestead in Pharping were granted as sankalpa
Tirta to Ekasurya Vaidya,

Shrawan Badi 30, 1874

On Baisakh Sudi 7, 1664, the death anniversary of
King Ran Bahadur Shah, 167 bighas of cultivated lands and
33% bighas of waste lands had been granted as sankalpa

birta to Guruju ... This order was issued for allotting
thiese lands in Rautahat. ~

Ibid, p. 343.
Shrawan Sudi 9, 1874

Separate royal orders were issued to demarcate the
boundaries of the following sankalpa birta grants :

(1) 40 muris of rice lands and a homestead in Deopatan
ﬁranted King Girban to Khardar Balabhadra Pandit on
arga Sudi 1, 1873. -

(2) 50 muris of rice lands and & homestead near the Bagmati
river in Kathmandu granted by King Rajendra to Ramakanta
Pandit on the thirtecnth day of the death of King Girban
on Marga Sudi 13, 1873, | o

(3) 20 mris of rice lands and a homestead in Patan granted
by the eldest poyal comsort (Jetha Nani Sahab) to
Laxnan Padhya Silwal on Poush Badi 9, 1873,

(%) 30 maris of rice lands and a homestead in Patan granted
by the eldest royal congsort to Paramasukha Dube who was

o : the ashes of King Girvan for immersion,
%%lgg%ttgacsarrn%e at kryg.ti rthai‘zon the banks of the

Bagmzti river near the Pashupatinath temple) on Poush
Badi 9, 1873.
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(5) 30 muris of rice lands granted by the Senior Queen
to Sadu Padhya Sapkota on Marga Badi 1, 1873, and
20 miris and a homescead granted on Marga Sudi 1,
1873, at the end of the obsequies perfomed for King
Girban, The lands and homestead were located in Patan.

(6) One ikhet of rice lands and a homestead in Patan grantcd

b;é the Senior Queen to Nilagrivananda on Marga Sudi 19,
1862 on the completion of a religious ceremony
(Purashcharana) at the Pachali-Bhairava temple in
Katimandu, .

Ibid, pp. 349-52.
Shrawan Sudi 15, 1874

_ Separate ioyal orders were issued to demarcate the
boundaries of the following birta graits 3

(1) A house at Yangal in Kathmandu, granted as birta to

Vishnumaya Brahmani by the Queen Grandmother on Magh -
Sudi 11, 1873, |

(2) A house at Yetkha Tol in Kathmandu (previously occupied
by Husgain Bux), granted as Char-birta by the Queen
Grandmother to Gauridatta Mishiu, a physician, on the
completion of the funeral ceremonies of King Girban
on 1-1arga Sudi 13, 1873.

(3) 30 muris of rice lands had been granted as sankalpa birta
on Marga Sudi 13, 1873 to Laxminath Bhattarai by the
Queen Grandmother, and 20 muric, alcng with a homestead,
by the Queenmother, on Marga Sudi 1, 1873. These lands
homestead were 1located at Bhimdhunga in Kathmandu, '

Lhid, po. 352-56.
Bha Badi 8

Royal order for the demarcation of a birta grant of
8 muris of rice lands and a hcuestead in Pharping granted
by King Rajendra to Ekasurya Vaidya as sankalpa birta on
the occasion of the convergence of five planets on Aswin
Badi 30, 1873. . -
Ibid, p. 396.

(To be Continued)

b Bt 2
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The Nature of Jagir Obligations

Otligation to Maintasin Troops and Cannons

Jagir assignments to high-ranking jagirdars during
the early years of the nineteenth century involvzd the
obligaticn to maintain the prescribed numver of facilities and
military equipment, and also to imprcss the compul sory
labor of the jagir tenanty to transport military supplies
during war, In addition; thcy were required "to remain in
constant attendance during war or hunting exppditions, as
well as during parades or other special occasions as
command«i, whether by uay or by night,"

Chaitra Sudi 19, 1855 : Amar Sinha Thapa (father of
Phimsen Thapa) was appointed as Sardar with a Khangi of
71 khets of rice-lands and a khuwa revenue of Rs 1000,
He was placed under the abligation of maintaining 22 fusiliers
and one piece of connon. (Chittarangan Nepali, Janaral
Phimggna Thapa ra Tatkalina Mepal, General Biimsen Thapa
end contemporary _..jal), Kathmandu: Nepal Samskritik Sangh,

2013 (1956), pp. 253-54,

Baisakh Sudi 7, 1861 3 iimsen Thapa was appointed as
Kaji with a Khangi of 116 khets of rice-lands and a khuwa
revenue Rs 3 300.~ He -was placed under the obligation of
maintaining 5 fusiliers and two pieces of cannon, 1In
adaditlion, he was required to impress cqompulsory lsbhor from
his jagir tenants to transport cgnnon and other military

supplies during war,
Ibid, pp. 252-53,

Kartik Badi 2, 1881 : Bakhat Simha Bzsnyat, son of Badal
Simha Bcsnyat ‘and grandson of Birabhadra Basnyat, was appointed
Sardar with the command of Sri Aridaman Company.  His obligations
were to maintain 22 fusiliers and 1 piece of cannon,

Regmi Research Collection, wol, 35, pp. 20-21,

Magh Sudi 7, 1881 : Hhhaktabir Thapa, son of Ambar Simha
Thapa znd grandson of Baimsen Thapa, and Ripumardan Thapa, son
of Ranadhwaj Thapa, were appointed ﬁajis with command of the
Hlaya Sri Gorakh Company, Tiheir Khangi assignment consisted of
116 khets of rice-land and Rs 3500 as khuwa revenue. They were
required to maintain 45 fusiliers and 1 piece of cannon,

Regmi Research Collection, vol. 35, p. 28,

Marga Sudi 11, 1601: Bakhatwar Simha Thapa, son of Ambar
Simha Thapa and grandson of Birabhadra Thapa, was appointed
Kaji with command of the'Sabuj Paltan, His Khanei assignment
compriscd 116 khetg of rice-land and khuwa revenuc amounting
to Rs 3500, His obligations included the maintenance of L5
“fugiliers and onc piece of cannon,

Rogmi Research Collection, vol., 39, pp. 25-26,

\
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Magh Sudi 12, 1831: Jan Shah and Daksha Shah, sons of
Bam Shah, were appointed Chautariyas with the command of
Sribarakh Paltan. Their Khangi assignment consisted of 125
khets of rice-lands and a khuwa revenue of Rs 4001. They
were requiraed to maintain LE tusiliers and 1 piece of
cannon,

Regmi Research Collection, vol. 35, p. 30.

(The appointment was rencwed on the same terms on
Magh Sudi 12, 1883, Regmi Research Collection, vol. 31,

Marga Badi 4, 1883: Ranabir Simhu Basnyat was appoilveu
Sardar with the command og AI%ﬁaman Company, dﬁis Khang% 'anﬁi
assignment counsisted of 80 khets of rice-lands and a Kiuwa rev
ol H% 1,600, He vas required to maintain 22 fusiliers and one

piece of cannon, . |
Regmi Resocarch Collection, vol, 31, pp. 31i-12,
Fal~un BRadi 183z Ajambar Pantha, grandson of Ball
pantho i R B Dibal Pan tha, was appdinted Kaji, with
command of Sri Simhanath Paltan, His Khangi assignment
consisted of 116 khets of rice-lands and Rs 3500 as khuwa revenue.
He was required to maintain 45 fusiliers and 1 picce of
connon,

Reemi Research Collection, vol. 3, p. 33.

Falzun Badi 3, 1883: Dirgha Simha Bhandari, grﬂndson of Kalu
Mandari and son of Cham Bhandari, was appointed Sardar, with
command of Sri Shardul Jung Cowpany, His Khangi assignment
consisted of 80 kihebs ol rice-land and khuwa revenue amounting

to Rs 1,600, He was required to maintain 22 fusiliers and
one plcce of connon, '

Regmi Research Collection, vol, 35, PPe 3334,

Chaitra Sudi 11, 18C3: Balabhanjan Pande, son of Bhotu Panda
was appointed Sardar with a Khangi of 80 khe%g of rice-lands

and a khuwa revenuc of Rs 1,600, He was required to maintain
22 fusiliers and 1 piece of’ connon, a4 |

Regml Research Collection, vol, 31, Pe 333

Mo Oblirotions For Officers of Lou~r Rankg

On the other hénd, the Jjagir assignments of officers of
lower ranks carried no such_nbligatiuns.

Marga Sudi 1, 1883: Simhabir Pande, son of Jagajit Pande
and grandson of Pularam Pande, was appointed Captain in

Srinath Kampu, His Khangi assignment consisted of 40 khetg of
rice-lands and khuwa revenue amounting to Rs 3,000, His duties
were only "o remain in constant attendance during war or
hunting cxpeditions, as well as during parades or other special
occasions as commanaed, whether by day or by night, and obey
promptly the orders of General Bhimsen Thapa, ™

Regmi Research Collection, vol, 31, p. 317,
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Margs Eadi l, 1883:"Appointment of Bhaktiram Thapa as

Subedar in Ranabhin Company, "
Iiegmi Research Collection, vel, 31, p. 313.

Kartik Sudi 3, 1681: "Appointment of Karbir Pande as
Captain of Sri Radabhima Company,"

Regmi Resecarch Collection, vol, 35, p. 17.

Marga Fadi 6, 1881: “hippointment of Birabhadra Kunwar es
Captain cf Kalijuug Company," -

Hegmi Research Collection, wol., 35, p. 20,

Magh Sudi 30, 1881: Y“Appointment of Ranabir Simha
Thapa as Commanulng Cclonel in Srinath Kampu,"

Regmi Kesearch Collection, vul.'35; p. 27.

Magh Su:di 30, 1881: ‘"Appointment of Mathbar Simha
Thapa as Colonel in Srinath kampu,™ .

Regrdi R::carch Collection, vol, 35, pp. 26-27, |
Falgun Badi Iy 1€.1;  "Appointment of Balabhanjan Pande,

as Captain of Sri Chandan Nath Paltan," h -

Regmi Research Collection, vol. 35, p. 32.

Chaitra Badi 1, 18013 "Appointment of Ranabir Simha
Thapa as Commanding Colonel in Srinath Kampu,"

negmi Research Collection, vol., 35, p. 35.

Chaitra Badi 1, 18G1: "Appointment of Mathbar Simha
Thupa as Colonel in Srinath Kampu,"

Regmi Research Collection, vol, 35, p. 35.

Chaitra Badi 1, 1881: "Appointment of Sher Jung EBahadur
Thapa as Captain in Srinath Kampu," \ | .

Regmi Regearch Collection; vol, 35, p, 36.
liew Poglicy

In any case, the practice of using jagirs as military
fiefs entailing the obligation to maintain troops and
cannon appears to have come to an end after Prime Minister

\ _

Bhimsen Thapa, . ) ) ,

Chaitra Badi 11, 1899: Abhiman Simha Rana, son of
Shamshere Rana and grandson of Bhaskar Rana, was appointed
Kaji with a Kpangl assignument of 116 khets of rice lands and a
khuwa revenue of Rg 3500, His duties were specified as follows:
"Remain in constant attendance during war, as well as wherever
so commasnded, and remain true to our salt,"

Tegmi Research Collection, wvol, 2%, p. 87,
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Chaitra Badi 11, 1899: Deriyawar Simha Basnyat, son of Badal
Simha Basnyat and grandson of Birabhadra Pasnyat, was appointed
Sadar with the command of Syi Chandannath Company (in Jumla).
His Kpenpgi assignuent comprised 80 khets of rice lands and
a klawa revenue of Rs 1600, His duties were the same as those
mentionsd akove for Abhiman Simha Rana, o

Regmi Research Collection, vol, 31, p. 87.

Chaitra Badi 1, 1898: "Appointment of Ranabhadra
Simha Basnyat as Sardar."

Regmi Research Collection, vol. 31, p. 49.’

Ashadn Sudi 19, 1899: ‘“Appointment of Dalakesar Pande as
Kaji," | R
Regmi Research Collection, vol, 31, p. 60,

Falgun Badi 30, 1899: '"Appointment of Dalabhanjan Pande
as Kaji," |
Regmi Research Collection, vol, 31, p. 80,

Chaitra Badi 1, 1899 "Appointment of Dal Bshadui Shah

as Sardar,"
Regmi Rescarch Collection, vol. 31, p. 68,

L
.. Faglpun Badi Y%, 1900: Jan Shah was appointed Chautariya
with 125 kunetsg of rice-land and Rs 4,000 as khuwa revenue

in his Khangi assignment,

Regmi Research Collection, vol. 26, p, 13,

Falgun Badi 4%, 1900: -Gapan Simha, grandson of Bhotu
Mandarl, and son of Jagajit Khawas, was appointed Kaji,

with 116 khets of rice-land and khuva revenue amounting to
Rs 3,500 as Khangi assignment, -

Regmi Research Collection, wol. 26, p. 11,

Falgun Badi %) 1900: Trivikrama Siwha Thapa, grandson of
Ambar Simha Thapa and son of Bakhatwar Simha Thapa, was
appointed Kaji with Kpangi assignments as mentioncd above,

Regmi Research Collection, vol., 26, p. 12,

Pous: Sudi %, 1902: Fhima Bikram Shab, Jung Bahadur Kunyap
and Kalu Shahi were appointed Kajis, each with 116 khetg of
rice-lands and khuwa revenue amounting to Rs 3,500 in his
Khangi assignment, - |

Regmi Research Collection, vol, 26, pp., 37-41,
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Magh Badi &%, 1901: Sarat Simha Pantha, grandson of.
Dubal Pantha and sén of Ajamtar Pantha, was appointed Kaji
with 116 khets of rice land and khuwa revenue amounting

A ——————

to Rs 3,500 in his Khangi assignment,
Regmi Recsearch Collection, vol, 26, 15. 28 ..

Poush Sudi %, 1902: Biravrinda Parakrama Shah was
appointed Chautariya with 125 khets of rice lands and khuwa
revenue amounting to Rs 4,000 in his Knangi assignment, -

Regmi Research Collection, vol, 26, p. 42,

Kk

Collection of Jagir Revenues in the Tarai Region

On Chaitra Badi 7, 1893 (March 1837), the following
instructions were issded f} the name E?f Sardar Ealabhagjan

Pande regarding collection of revenue on jagir lands assigned to
thardars, as well as to the Srinath Kampu and the Letter Paltan,
in the districts of Bara, Parsa, Rautahat, Sarlahi, Saptari,
Mahottari and Morang : :

1. The outgoing thikedar (revenue-farmer) shall be al'lcwed
' to continue if he is willing to make payment at the higher
rate offered by another person. .

2. In case the outgoing thikedar is not willing to make
payment at such higher rate, the person who has made the
offer shall be appointed ag his successor, provided that
he assumes liability for arrears due from the former,

3. 1f the outgoing thikedar 1is not willing to make payment
at the higher rate offered by another person, and the

newcomer is unable to accept the position because of the
highhanded behavior of the former, investigate the

actual reasons, and report the-mat%ar to us, Take action
as ordered by us. _ o

4, Royal orders had becn issue«d in your nameg, as weil as in
the nanes of Subba Kulananda Jha and Fouzdar Birjadatta Mishra,
Co investlgate the extent of damage to crops caused by
drought, However, a full report has not yet baen received,
nor is there any :f.nformat_ion when the investigation will
be completed, As a result, jagirdars have been unable to
receive vayments due to thea for the Vikrama year 1893,
and so represented the matter to us,. _ :



176.

Inspect carefully all lands, whether irrigated or
not, or waste, and submit statements for each mouja in such
a manner that neither the jagirdar nor the ryot suffers
lossese. : ' '

5« If collection. of revenue from ryots for the Vikrama
year 1893 is held up because of your actions, you shall
be held personally liable for the loss. ) A

Regmi Research Collection, vol, 35, pp. 91-92,

After reports on the extent of damage to crops in each
mouja, as mentioncd above, were submitted, royal orders
were 1ssucd on Baisakh Badi 7,1894% for these district
prescribing that jagirdars, thikedars, and ryots should
gach bear one-third of the total loss., A notification in
this regard was publiished in the name of jagirdars holding
Jagir lands in these districts on the same date,

Regmi Research Collection, vol. 26, pp. 631-33.

Sardar Balabhanjan Pande submitted reports recommending
arrangenents for the collection of revenue on jagir lands
in the eastern Tarai districts for the year 189%, The -
following instructions were sent to him in this connection
- on Baisakh Badi 7, 1894 oy

"Make appropriate arrangements in such a way that arrears
are realized and current instalments are collected as they
fall due. Give due assurances to the ryots, so that they may
cultivate their lands and make the country populous, Retain
existing thikedars as for as possible if they can make'
payments from their own pocket, if necessary, Otherwise
appoint new thikedars for the year 189%, ... We shall duiy. -
endorse these arrangements. If, however, the thikedars appointed’
by you are unable to make collections, and, instead, ruin Y
the country, you shall be h&ld personally liable for any
shortfall," '

Regmi Research Collection, vol, 26, pp., 630-31,

R 1 TR ———



" Regmi Research (Private) Ltd ISSN : . 0034 348X

Regni Research Series
Year 1%, No. 12

Ksthmandu ¢ December 1982

Edited By
Mahesh G, Regmi

A KK Ak
Contents | | | Page
1« A Short History of Nepal - P 177
2. Irrigation in the Tarai Region | e 181
3. ™anifesto of the Nepali | ‘e : L
Congress, 1950“_ cie 185
4., Royal Order Regarding Reports From
Districts, A.D, 10837 PR 190
5« Land Grants nfp18?h Vikramg Ceeet 191
o’ ok ok ok ok ok

Regmi Research (Private) Ltd
Lazimpat, Kathmandu, Nepal

Tclephone 3 16927

(For private study and research only, not meant for public
sale, distribution and display). - |



& Short Higtory of Hepal

by
Baburam Acharya

(Continued from the November 1982 issue)

Chapter IV
The Kirat Kingdom

(C. 400 B.C.-100 A.D)

1'. Among the three liongolian commumities inhabiting the three

regions in the east of modem Nepal, only the Magars came
into contact with the Arya-civilfza%ion through the Khasas
of the west, The Khasas, however, followed the policy of
exterminating Mongolian commumities, hence the Magars dig
not welcome their civilization, Around the same time, the
Malla and Shakya republics became more populous, so only
the Mahabharat mountains separated the Magars from them,
Because these mountains were not impregnable, there were

frequent contacts between the Mjygars on the one hand and

the Mallas and Shakyas on the other. Mallasgs and Shakyas
were of Manava Arya stocks and so were liberal, But the
Magars, who had ba n frightened by the Khasas, did not let
Mallas and Shakyas visit their settlements. Nor was there
any need for tne Mallas and Shakyas to cross e Mahabharat
mountains and fight the Magars in the Pahar region. Even
then, contacts between the two groups introduced the Magars
to Arya civilization and taught them the value of unity,
Strengthened by sucih unity, the Magars ‘were able to check
the Khasas beyond the Sakhiko-Lekh for several centuries,
There may have been some petty principalities among the
Magars, but documentary evidence is lacking. o

The Vriji republic was situated south of Sesant at a great

- distance from both the Mahabharat and the Chure ranges.,

The Videhas inhabited a part of the district of Mahottari

in the outer Tarai regiong; the rest of that region ‘
comprised stray settlements of Tharus. The Bajis gradually
pushed the Tharus toward the north, Ths passes of Sindhuli,
as well as those along the tunks of the Bagvati river, were
open at that time, but were covered by forests and infested
with wild animals and so inaccessible,

One group of Tharus living on the banks of the Bagvati
river in.the Tarali region as fighemen was known as Danuwar,
The Danuwars gradually penetrated through the Chure and
Mahabharal mountains and reached the valley on the upper
reaclics of that river. They had borrowed the Aryan civiligzaticn
from ‘Magadh and adopted the Magadhi language, forgetting

~their mm'b'innﬁnlian language, These Damuwars introduced

the lignt of Arya civilization in the Bagvati Valley. The
inhabitants of this valley besgan to visit the capitals
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of Vriji and Magadh in the company of Danuwars., They called
themselves Nepar. At that time, the people of Magadh
pronounced r as 1, hence they began to describe the
inhabitants of the valley as Nepal. The teprm eventually
came to signify the country. _ .

ATter assimilating the Arya civilization, the Nepars develop3d
national unity, and established a Kingdom of their own in
circa 400 B,C. This was the first Kingdom in Nepal. At
that time, the Aryas of India used to describe Mongolian
groups as Kirant. Because the Nepars were of Mongolian stock,
they too were regarded as Kirants., For this reason, the
ITepar Kingdom is known as the Kirant Kingdom., Yelam was

the first of 32 Ne¢par Kings, We camot say that all of them
wers Kiraut Kings, for it is not possible that there were

so many Kings in a single dynasty. Even in times of
uninterrupted peace, a royal dynasty usually comes to an

end after six or seven Kings, Accordingly, it is possible
that these 32 Kings belonged to five or six dynasgtics. In
circa 10C A.D., the liepar Kingdcom came to an end. No
information is available about the political condition of
this lepar Kingdom, which lasted five centuries, '

The valley of the Bagvati river, bounded by the four passes of
Shivapuri, Chandagiri,Synga, and Bhimdhunga, was the original
Home of tne Nepars. 1s 7Tregion was cooler at that time '
than it was now, withh more than half of the total sirface -
area under forest. 7The Nepars were of Mongolian stock, hence
they had a Mongolian physiognomy, They spoke a Mongolian
dialect without any script, They worshipped local gods -

and sacrificed birds and animals to gain their ends and

ward off evils., They selected a priest from among. themselveSe
The Nepars used herbs and drugs for medical purposes and |
cultivated malze, millet, etc, They kept uffaloes for

meat, tieir staple diet. After ghee began to be exported

to the Tirlut region, they started using milk as well, It

1s possihle that they did not keep cows. ‘Sheep and pigs were
domestic animals. They spun the wool of shegp and wove
blankets  in crude looms. They also manufactured a black
dye. Blankets of black color woven by Newars, which were
water-proof, were sold as far as Pataliputra (Patna),

capital of India, . _ o :

¥

dynasty, .and then by the Maurya dynasty. The first three
Maurya emperors, Chandragupta, Bindusara, and Asghoka, were
great conquerors, Thay extended the frontiers of the Maurya
empire almost throughout the whole of India, They paid

no attention to Nepal, a small Kingdom located in the midst
of forests. Ashoka later gave up the campaign of military
conquest and followed the policy of bringing other countries
within the sphere of his influence by propagating the Buddnist
religlons Accordingly, in the course of his tour of Buddhist
places of pilgrimage, he visitea Rumin birthplace of Buddha,
and instglled a pillar there (248 B,C,). His religious envoys
reached different places in India, as well as Buma and the
Yavana Kingdams of the east, Thanks to their efforts, the

In Magadh, the Shishunaga dynasty was followed by the Nanda
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gmall Buddhist sect established by Gautama Buddha was
transformed into the great Buddhist religion , However,
Ashoka sent envoys of medium rank to propagate that religion
in the Himalayan region only toward the last days of his
life., These envoys reached Hepal a few years before or
after Ashoka was ousted from the throne (236 R,C)., The
Nepars adopted the Buddhist religion with reverence, bt
not the neighboring lMagars, Murmis, Syarpas, and HWiamis,

 Buddha taught the lesson of"puri’cy of mind, specch: body,

and action. He made athelism and non-violence the rfundamental
tenets of the Budadlist religion. The Nepars were able to
understand semons on good conduct, but found it difficult
to practise them, =ven then, they tried their best., It
was not difficult to understand the essence of atheism, but
it was a fommidable effort to forget the traditional gods
and renounce violence, Xven then, the Nepars gradually
forgot their old gods. They found it impossible to stop
the practice of slaughtering animals, and so continued
doing so. bBaddha died of indizestion after eating pork,
For that reason, Indian Buddhists abjured the consumption

. of pork, and the Nepars too followed suite. The Kirant

Kings had ,already accepted Buddhism, This religion might
not have spread had it not been accepted by Kings, By the
sccond generation, the Nepars had become stanch. Buddhigts.

- Five stupas or Chaityes wore then constructed in Lalitpur,

~J

the then cepital., Thase still survive in the fomm of
mounds and are known as Ashoka's stupas, _

The Buddhist missionaries who visited Nepal were generally
Bhikshus (mendicants). They practised celibacy. Buddha
had laid down the rule that one could become a Bhikshu even
in youth and resume a worldly life if one so wanted. Women
too could do so. Usually, only female Bhikshus could visit
the inaccessible areas of Nepal, The influx of Bhikshus
of beth sexes continusd till 187 B.C., In that year, Pushyamitra
Sunga overthrew the Mauryes dynasty and founded a new royal
dynasty. He began to persecute Bhikshus, as a result of
which many of them came to Nepal from ’che plains, It was
against the laws of Nature for young Bhikshus, male or
female, to practise celibacy, Accordingly, they mixed
with the local Nepar population, thareby joining Mongolian
blood with Arya, Mixed marriages of this type improved the
physiognomy of the Nepars., But because the Bhikshu men and
women came to Nepal in sSmall groups, they began to speak
in the language of the Nepars rather than their own,
Consequently, unlike the arus, the Nepars did not forget
their lansuage, At the same time, the influence of the
Arya language wipz2d out Mongolian traces in their language
which gradually assumed the form of a Tibeto-Bumman 1angua,g,e,

Thanks to the Buddhist religion, therc was increasing -
between the Nepars and the Ary.!aus of India, mﬁsﬁ%eﬁﬁ;ﬂse
had had a profound impact on their social and religious life,

as well as on thelr economic condition. Wooden huts were
gradually replaced with houses bullt with baked brickes and
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tile roofs, Modem Lalitpur, the then capital, developed

“into a town with brick buildings. The Nepars, who used to

10,

: L oo r bhanesra g W cot
year, ctoft rade ol c?o%s?inﬁiﬁﬁtﬁg’rEEEfnagﬁ Tt
introduced from the plains. Ironmines were worked, and
iron tools -and weapons were manufactured for war and
agriculturec. Copper and other utensils hegan to be ugsed,
In addition to woolen cloth, medicinal herbs and drugs
began to be exported. However, the use of bows.and arrows,
and of pottery, did not decline, The Newars of those days
did not shave thelr heads. Only members of the royal family
usgsed omaments of gold and silver. - -

The territories of the Kirant Kingdom did not comprise more
than 250 cquare miles. This gmall Kingdom, situated in a
hill arca, became the nucleus of the big Kingdom of the
future. fn the east and the yest, there were six other
principalities inhabited by pcople of Mongolian stock.
Infomation about their political conditions is not available,
because they were not converted to Buddhism., There seems
1ittle doubt that the economic improvaement achieved by the
Nepar Kingdom had an impact on these principalities as well.

Around thke time when the Kirant Kingdom was being established
in central NWepal, therc was increasing intercourse of Brahmans
and Buddnists into the Khasanta region from Koshala or modemn
Oudh, ¥hasa settlements extended to Kumaun and Garhwal,
which- accordingly came under the impact of Koshala's '
civilization, Consequently, Khasa principalities cmerged
therc., The Khasas of those days wore their hair long,

hence the civilized Aryas of the Ganga-Jamuna region
congldered them to be degraded Ksnatriyas, .

End of Chapter IV
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Irrigation in the Tarai Region
Revenue regulations promlgatéd for the districts of

the Tarai region on Baisakh 13, 1992 (April 25% 1535)

made the lal Adda (Revenue Office) of each dis

rict

responsible for the construction and maintenance of
irrigation facilitics. The Chief of that office was required
to prepare a detailed plan for the development of such
facijities in the -district in consultation with the local
jimidars and other lanrdowners, - -

Tha regulations added :

In case irrigation channels are damaged, or fields

are damaged by floods or yashouts, the local cultivators
or tenants shall undertake necessary repairs themselves
or through collective efforts ... In case a nzw irrigation
ciiannel must be constructed in any mouja, or a damaged
one must be rcpaired, a levy shall be coilected from
each jiwidar, birta-owner, or other landowner whose
lands will be irrigated through such channel, and labor
too shall similarly be impressed for that purpose.

In case any landowner is unwilling to provide such
Jlabor, their obligation shall be commuted to a cash
payuent at current wage-rates. : -

"Tn case local jimidars and landowners are unable
to construct irrigation channels through coillective
efforts as mentioned above, an amount sufficient to
meet the estimated cost of the construction or repair
projcct shall be raised through a levy on jirayat,
birta, and other lands, and placed under the custody
of the local jimidar or other responsible person., The
project shall then be executed through wage labor under _
the supervision of the jimidar, as well as the gumasta and.
the jethraiti of that mouja, The surplus amount, if
any, shall b¢ kept in reserve with the jimidar to
finance neceszary repairs from time tp time, >

- "o new irrigation dam shall be constructed within
a radius of 100 chain-lengths from an existing dam on
a perennial stream, or in such a way that supply of
water through the existing dam is affected, A dam
may be constructed on the upper reaches of a stream if
the .xisting dam, built on the lower reaches, cannot
supply sufficien% water,

"If the Chief of the Revenue Office finds that the
Jimidar and landowners of any mouja are not capable of
collecting funds in advance and mobilizing labor in the
mannsr mentioned above, and that both the govemment ~
and the peopl: will suffer if no dam is constructed '
there, he shall report the matter to the District (Goswara)
Office, Arrangements may then be made to Supply interest-
free loans for the construction of the dam urdar the

liability of the local jimidars., Such loans shall be
racovered after crops are harvested, -
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Plans for thec -construetion and repair of dams and
irrigation channels must be finalized before the last
day of the month of Magh (February 11) and implemented
before the last day of the month of Jestha (June 1)
each year. ' ' .

"Local jimidars shall be ordered to repair immediately
any damage to dams and irrigation channels resulting -
from floods and submit reports accordingly. ..o As Soon
as the month of Aswin (September 17) commences, officials
of the District Office and the Revenue Office shall be
deputed to each mouja to arrange for the repair of’
damazed dams and irrigation channels.

“The Revenue Office shall exercise supcrvision to
~ensura that jimidars use available irrigation facilities
prop=rly. Priority in such use shall be given to those
landowners who have contributed money and labor for the
construction of such facilities., Those landowners

- who have made no such contributions shall be allowed

o usc the irrigation facilities tharearter on payment
of a proportionate share of the cost, and an additional
fee of one mupee for each bigha,

iSince dams will be more durable if reinforced
with beams, permits may be obtained from the local -
Kathmahal Office for the necessary quantity of non-.
commereial timber, which shall be cut and transported
through the labor of the local people. |

- "In case the Revenue Office needs additional staff
to discharge the functions mentionecd above, it shall
" procure such staff from the local District Office,

“Cyops cannot be cultivated without water, and
dams and irrigation channels cannot be constructed in
all moujas. At some places,; water cannot be brought
from streams and rivers, so that it is necessary to
use run-off water for irrigation, Accordingly, in
districts where there are no canals and pemanent
dams, it is necessary to construct dams and irrigation
channels during the appropriate season for utilizing
such run-off water. Otherwise, irrigation facilities
will not be avallable when needed, South of the Chure
range, the Taral region slopes toward the south, North-
couth irrigation channels must, therefore, be constructed
on both sides, east and west, of each mouja, from the
northernmost poilnt (Sireha) to the southermmost (bhatha),
so that all lands under the jurisdiction of the Revenue
Officc are irrigeted."
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The foliowing regulation was enforced on Magh 2, 1998
(January 15, 1942) : :

"In case dams and irrigation channels cannot be
constructed through the efforts and contributions of
jimidars and landowners alonc, So that governnental
asgistance is cossential, the local Bada Hakim is
empowered to nrovide interest-free loans subject to
tne limits mentioncd below, Such loans shall be
recovered after the new crop is harvested. The
District Office shu'l be held liable for arrears, if

any .

_District

1a
2.
3e

13,
1k,
19
16,
17,

Jhapa
Biratnagar

Hanumannagar

Siraha
Mahottari
Sarlahi
Rautahat
Bara

" Parsa

Palhi
Majhithand
Khajahani
Sheoraj
Dang=-Daukhuri
Banke
Bardiya
Kailalil

. Amount
(in Indian Rs)

Rs 5"1000

Rs 7,5{:_}0

Rs 6,000

(Only for areas not
irrigated by the canal,
which has a command
area of 25,000 or
30,000 bighas).

Rs 53000

Rs 7,500

Rs 5,000

e

Es 5,000

Rs 5,000

Rs 4,000

Rs 4,000

Rs 5,000

Rs 6,000

Rs 2,000

Rs 2,000

Rs 310%

Rs 2,000



184,

13. Kanchanpur N Rs 2,000
19, Makwanpur Rs 1,000 .
20, Udayapur | ' Rs 1,000
21, Chitaun Rs 1,000
22, Surkhet | Ré 500,

"liug Chief of the Revenue Office shall check,

personally or through a trusted employee, whether or

not dams and irrigation channels are in propaer condition,
and whether or not irrigation facilities have been ‘

made available to landowners according to the regulationse.

In case any damage is detected, he shall make immediate

arranganents for repairs. In case any landowner submits

a complaint, the Chief of the Rgvenue 0ffice shall

make watcr available to him according to the

rcgulationss In case he neglects these duties, and

the landowner submits a complaint accordingly, ho

shall be h:ld to have failed to make necessary -
~arrangeilents regarding irrigation ‘facilitics, and be

punishced accordingly.”

Source s fovernmuont of Nepal, lMadhesh Malk Sawag
(Revenuce regulations for the %arai regionj, Kathmandu 3
Goikhapatra Press, ned., secs, 94-105, and 107, pp. 42-48.

Ao ek ok
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- Mvanifesto of the liepali Congress, 1950"
B.P, Koirala

(Full translation of the manifesto as reproduced in the
Rastra Pukar Weekly, Aswin 28, 2039 (October 1k, 1982) and
Kartik I+, 2039 (October 21, 1982).

It is more thun a century since the present system
was estanlished in tepal, This system is also known as Rana
regime, Lhe history of the past century is one of horrible
nolitical, economic and sccial consequences, This family
rule had veen established Ly Jung Bahadur through treachery
and conspiracy. It has confined his Majesty, the real
ruler of Mepal, to the royal palace, as if he was a political
prisoner . Th2 Rana regime remains a barrier between the
f.ing and the people. The Rana Prime liinisters hawve no -
affection for the pecple., In reality, they are ruling the
country without any mandate from the King. They are far
removed from a sense of responsibility and dutifulness
toward tiie country and the people, as might be :xpected
from a capable rul:r, It is, therefore,natural that the
people should have uo gooawill at all toward such a despotic
system. The constitutional rights which the peoples of other
countrics have wrestsd rom their rulers are still a day-
dream for the Nepali people, Tha basic feature of this system
is the despotism of its rulsrs. Such a system has always been
unpopuler in every country,

The Rana rulers have never accepted Nepal as their
motherland, " No foreign regime has exploited a country so-
intensively., as the Ronas have done. During the past hundred
years, scveral coyniries in the world have achieved remarkable
srogress. Burope lias long eéntered into a new era arter '
huving cextricated itself from a feudal system., A wholly
new civilization is cmerging in Europe thanks o industrial
progress, India was unable to make as much progress as
Buropey because it had bucon under the clutches of foreigners.,
But, compared with Nepal, India has achieved remarkable
orogress, The history of the past century shows that self-
ruled nations have been able to achieve glorious progress
in every field., On the othur hand, the Nepali people are
still groaning under an anachronistic and medieval feudal
rule, |

Bvery epali has a vivid knowledge of the conscquences :
of the century-old Rana i.gime,, Our-.country has not succeeded
in achicving industrial progr:2ss even in this modem age. .
Invest acnts in industry and agriculture amount to 1oss than
s 20 million, It is a matter of anguish that not rore =
than Rg 20 million has be:n invested in the production of
;ssential coumoditius requirad by the ten million people
of Nepals Nor has the govermment imploazented any plan in
the field-of agriculture. As a result,food production has
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been declining to an astonishing extent. Fertile lands

have been expropriated from toiling peasants and allotted

to the birthowncers ond other landowners who dance to the

tune of the Rana rmlers. The condition of the country is _
now So pitiable that nearly 75 percent of the total population
of the hill region finds it hard even to make both unds
meet, The condition of the people of the Taral rﬁgipn is
cven worse.  Because of backwardness in both the agricultural
and industrial figlds, over 10,000 Nepalis daily leave for .
India in scarch of food. The major portion of the country's
sl heon become: tne {ief of the Rana rulers. As a result,
ceounowlcully the country has now two classes: the ruling
class, which owns vast weulth, and the poor subjects, who

are plundcred daily, ' .

The Rana regime spends 2s little of the national revenue
as possible on adninistration, and deposits the money thus
saved with foreign banks in the name of the Rana Prime
liinister. Governaont servants are paid nominal salaries.

This is the main cause of the bribery rampant in government
offices, The position of armymen is even more pitiable.

It is alnost impossible for them to get two square meals

a day. The Rana Prime Ministers increase their bank balances

- aven abt tho expense of their own civil gnployees and armymen,

Lt is estimated thnot they save over Rs 25 million every year.
During thus past century, Nepal's Prime Ministers have accumulated
at least Rs 1,000 million in foreign banks with the intention

of never bringing it back to the country, Who can ever forget
this henious crimc of :xploiting the blood and sweat of ‘the
Nepali people ? The foundation of the prgsent Rana regime

1s injustice, and its rcal strength lics in repression. It

is, thorefore; aw wender that this regime should carry on

the policy of kevping the countrymen impotent. People can

b& educated only whon there are as many schools aad cclleges

2s possible, But the first target of the rulers of this .
country has been the fi.ld of cducation, It is a great pity
that only 2ight hish schcols have so far been openzd in '
Lhis countiy, which has a totsl population of 10 million.
Frimery schools (Pathshalas) are almost non-existent. The
country no.s only on: college, the Tri-Chandra Collegae. The -
muling class regards any expenditure on education as a misuse
of its own property. That is why Nepal remains the most
bickwurd country in the world in the field of zducation.

Waon the poor countrymon sceok to cpen new schools with
thele own oncy, thiugy incur the wrath of the ralers,

oth:r countries anq cOVE riments make constant affortsg to .,
Jdueate thoir peoulis, the govepnment of oug country isg

following an anti-poople policy in the belief that it o

) 7 an
p-rpstucte its duspotic mle over the o '

Kieping thom ignorant, - ® countrymen only by

Wherens

The goal of the Mzpali Con !

‘ ¢ 5O | M “ONngreéss is clear., It wan

Tstag;lsF+a sovermment responsible to the peoplea und&?stﬁg

Eﬁgf ft?fimnal 1i;d~r§h1? of His Majisty., ‘The daspotic Rana

guiimu 1Hthpriumd is Majesty, like otherp peoplu., of persiua
rezaom, therchy denying him his rights, & want gu maintaldy
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His Majesty in the supreme post of Chief of the State by

- releasing him from such a restricted life. It should
however, be menticned that we shall provide His Majesisy |
only with those rights that a constitutional ruler should
Lave, so that llls ilkijesty too may not become despotic,and
autocratic in the future. The government will function in
his name under laws framed by the representatives of the
nceople. The reins of staic power will be in the hands of
persons clected by the people. His Majesty will fom a
Council of lMinisters from among elected representatives

of the peoyle, and rule the country under its control.
‘le are not im fuvor of an absolute monarchy. A responsible
government is our basic demand., The rule of a govemment
responsivle to the people means a responsible government,’
It also means thuat the government should justify all its
actions before the people. If people do not like its program,
the government can be ousted immediately. Once a responsible
government is established, the rulers will not be able to
-act in an arbitrary manner, and the government will be
compelled to funciion according to the will of the people..
Even if the goveriment is run in the name of the King, all
laws and regulations will be framed by the representatives
of the pcople. The functions of the Council of Ministers
will only be to enforce those laws amd regulations, People
will have the right to like or dislike the Council of
~Ministers. In short, responsible governmgnt means that all
rights arc vested in the people.

Once the present regimeisput to.an end, the Nepali Congress
will convene an assanbly or conference of Ehe representatives
@f the people elected through adult franchise, This assembly
or confercnce will be given the full responsibility of framing
‘a2 constitution or rules regarding the functioning of the
state, :

A11 this sheds light on the political aspects of the
objectives of the Ifepali Congress. We shall now explain
othsr aspcets also,

As mentioned atove, the Nepali Congress will not be
satisfied with political refomms alone, It will also make
efforts for the cconomic upliftment of the people by introducing
economic refoms in MNaopal, From the economic point of view,
the existing social structure is highly inequitable, The
ontire strength of the socicty has been undermined by the
gulf between the rich and the poor. The sociecty envisioned
by tha ilegnali Congress will have no place for exploltation,.
That is to say, the rich will not be alble to exploit the poor
on the strength of their wealth, The Nepali Congress expects
to reconstruct the entire society on the basis of equality
and justicc. Keeping in mind the history of many democratic
countrics, the Nepali Congress has come to the conclusion
that it is baseless to talk only about democracy. Tha preal
intercsts of the people cannot be served by political change
alones It is true that hollow slogans of democracy may stand
sweet to the Nepalis, who have been oppressed by the despotic
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regime, and an}fm of compromise in regard to democracy
- will have no intercst for us,. But the history of democratic
countrics has taught us that so long as the socicty is not
restructured on an cquitable basis, its all-round development
is impossible. If economic a:qaloi”cation persists, even when
democracy is established, happiness and prosperity of the
people will be undermined. The Nepali Congress, therefpre,
regards democracy bascd on political as well as economic
cquality as its ideal. For example, 5 paercent of the total
populaticn control the major portion of the nation's economic
resources, vhereas 95 percent are landless. The Nepali
Congress considers this situation unjust and strongly
opposus it, In its opinion, land should be equitably
redistributed. As agriculture is the basis of Nepal's '
gconomy, cquitable l:33.sw!:r:L*t}iuticncl of land will mean the biggest
2conomic revolution for Nepal., The Nepali Congress calls on
the Nepali people for such a revolution. It believes that
oxisting land gystem is the primary reason for the poverty
of the Nepell people, and so should be changed as carly as
possible, The Ne:pa.li Congress wants that the lands of
«jimidars and birtaowners should be redistributed to hard
working ncasants, and workers, The economic condition of

@ poopl2 of Nepal is connectod with land, and the Nepali
Congress, as the representative of the entire Nepali people,
considers itself a friend and sole reprasmtative of the
toiling pcasants a,nd agricultural 1aborers. '

Large mills and facturlcshgvenot been developed in Nepal.
fepali Congress has made its policy in this field quite
clear, Vested interests have not yet emerged in/established
in thz near future, the government will have to undertake
due responsibility for industrial development, The Nepali
Congress bilieves that after’a people!s government is
established, the government will industrialize the country
- und«r a c.cnpvehmmvu program., The Nepali Congress will
provide for equitablo wages to workers mployad in factories
or elscwnere, It isnot nccoisary to mention hlere that the
wgpali Congress, wnich is struggling for democracy, will

allow full freedom to all categorics of workers to establish

their own organization or unions on the basis of domocratic
principles. /this_ field in Nepal, When a govarnment of the
- people 18
In today's scien tlf'ic age, all nations of the world are

tied together by bonds of mut.ual relations. . Thercfore, the
foreign nolicy of any nation is considered to be of $pecial
importance, The Nepali Congress considers itsalf to be a
stanch protector of the full independence and soveraignty
of Nepal., Safeguarding the independence and. sovercignty
of Nepal, it supports measurcs to establish diplomatic
I'ulatinns vith othc¢r nations of the world, Nepal has
traditional religious, cultural, political and cconomic -
rylations with India,. Accordingly, we wish all possible.
mroSparity to India and desire to maintain close rcelations

with that country, INepal will never wish 111 of India, Due .

to geographical proxdmity, it will never be benoficials to

.

The)’
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have any conflict between these two nations, We can never
think that India, which is going to be indrpendent in the
near future, will ever wish ill of Nepal., Unless there

is a thrcat to the independence and prestige of Nepal, or
the intercsts of the nation are likely to be und.:rmm.d in
any way, the Nepali Congress will accept in their original
fomm a1l treatics signed by the present despotic rugime
with India, Altematively, the democratic govemment to
be established in the futuru will conclude new treaties
with the interests of both Nepal and India in mind,

In contrast to other nations, Nepal has special intimacy
with India, Thérefore, relations between democratic Nepal
and oth<r nations will be consistent with the interc¢sts of
India. Nepal has traditional friendship with China also,
People' s aspirations have <xploded in the recent Chinecse
revolution., The Nepali Congress has fricndly feclings for
the novly-formed Chinese government,

The Hepali Congress does not support any typec of forc.ign,
military or cconomic interference in Nepal. The present
despotic regime, with the objective of sustaining itself
in powar, has welcmad foreign forces, and has followed the
policy of getting mazimum assistance from them, The Nepali
Congress strongly oppos<s interference by foreign fomes in
Hﬂpal.

In the upininn of the Nepali Congress, Nepal mst obtain
the memb.rship of the United Nations. We support the view
that Nonal should be includ:d in any international organization
formad with the obiecctive of @stablishing peace in the world,
World pcacc will be the basis of our entire foreign policy.

Nepal has special strategic importance in Asia, Therefore,
we bear a great responsibility towards the liberation movements
T Asian countriss.,  We strongly oppose foreign rulc in Asian
countrizs., Wo sincercly hope that foreign domination,
intdI‘ILI"UHCH and feudalism will come to an end, and democracy
'ba established, in all Asian countrias.

¥k kk



Roxal Order Rezarding Reports From
Districts, A.D. 1837 L

The following royol order was sent. to all district
administrators aind oth:r officcrs on Ashadh Badi 5& 1894

soon ﬂ’r.ftL..I' Prime Minister Bhimscen Thapa was removed from
his post :
"So far, you have not been sutmitting reports to us
rcg’trd:l_ng different matters, both small and big, as
well as news and other infommation., In the mtu;e
submit such reports in writing to us, rt..gn.llarly."
This order was scnt to the following administrators s
1. Chautariya Jan Shah, Silgadi.
2. Kaji Narsing Thapa, | do. ‘
3« Captain Kanak Simha Pande, Dadeldhura.
4. Capiain Ranamardan Shah, Mallas (?)
5. Subba Chaturbhuj Malla, Jhulaghat.
6. Captain Cajaraj Karki, Dullu,
7+ Sardar Badriban Shahi, Dai_lel{h.
8. Caoptain Gaja Kesar Khatri, Junla.
9, Lt, Nar Bahndur P:Lhde, Pyuthan,
10, Coptain Shor Pikram Simha Thapa, Palpa,
11, Snfdar Prahlad Thapa, Palpa,
12, Coptain Bhowon Simha Khotri, Chisapani,
13, Lt. Ranabir Mcohat, Makwanpur.
14, Captain.Bakhtwar Bhandari, Dhankuta,
15+ Lt, Hemadel Thapa, Sindhuli.
16+ Lt. Dalasur Thapa and Sobha Simha Thapa, Ilam,
17 Sn.rdnr Balokhanjen Pande, Jaleshwer Kachahari s
18. Subba Kulananda Jha,
19+ Wokil Lokareman Padhya, Calcutta,
Regni Research Collection, vol. 26, pp. 655-56.
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| Land Grants of 1874 Vikrama
'(Continﬁed from the November 1982 issue)

Royal orders for demarcation of the boundaries of the
following birta grants were issued on the following dates :

“(1) 20 mitis of rice lands and. 2 homestead at Jhiltung in
Dhading granted as sankalpa birta to Govinda Pandit
on Mdrga Sudi 13, 1873 during the funeral ceremony of
Kll'.‘lﬂ" Girban; Fhadra Badl 7, 187%.

(2) 100 bighas gran 2¢d by the third Quﬁen-Mother at Aryaghat
: on the Ba,gmati river near the Pashupati temple on :
_Ashadh Badi &, 1851, and 100 bighas granted during the
funeral ceremony of King Rana Bahadur Shah on Jestha
Badi 4, 1863, as sankalpa birta to Balabhadra Pandit,
in Pazwanipur mouja of Tokani Parganna and Sakhwa mou;ja
af Sidlmas Parganna in BarapParsa., Bhadra Badi 1, 18‘?}4—

Hegmi Research Collectlun, vol, 28, pp., 357-58.

(3) 2 kheis of rice land and a homesteadsin Patan granted
‘as sankalpa birta to Indirananda Bhaju and Vimalananda
Hnaju by the Senior Queen at Aryaghat on Poush Sudi 9,
;18?3 dunggkthu funeral c.eremony of King Girban; Hmdra

Badi 1, 107 co '

Regmi Research Colln.ction, vol, 28, Do 3’59).,

\

‘ (h-) 12 khets (1 200 miris) of rica 1ands ware granted as
' sankalpa birta as follows to Purchit Yadunath Pandit
Arjyal -on Marza Sudi 1, 1874, the first anniversary
~of King Girba.n's death 3

":(a} 10 kha’cs granted by K:Lng Ra;jendra
"'(b) 2 khets gmnted by the Senior Queen,
(5) 95 khets granted as sankalpa birta gp the first. anniversa.ry
- of the death of the Junior Queen_on Poush Badli 12, 1874
by King Rajendra, and 1 khet by the Senior Queen,

(]5)_—*"{(*9,) 1 khet granted as sankalpa birta during King Rajendra's
o birthaay on Marga Sudai 15, 187k,

(b) do. during the ;b_],g_gg ceremony the sama day.

(7) 40 miris of rice lands grantad as sanka.lpa birta by
- King dajendra during a solar eclipse on Sunday,
Kart:l_k Badl 30, 1874 to Haradatta Jha and Shankha
.‘ﬂara,mn Tewari.

%gmi Research Cu:l_lection, vol, 28, pp. %0—61.
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(8) During the convargence of five planets on Jzstha Sudi 2.
1874, ¥ing Rajendra made a sankalpa birta grant of
20 muris of rice linds and a homestead at Fa’mwalgaun
to Ramachandra Padhiye Arjyal., Marga Sudl i1, 1674,

Regmi Rescarch Collection, vol. 28, p. 1362,

(9) Marga Sudi “‘I 1874¢ King Shiva Shah of Kaski had
granted 180 mriS of rice lands as guthi to Gangarama
Vairagi 8iddhii at Ramaghat. Subsegquently, Gangarama
di=d, and the lands were washed away by floods. During
the reign of King Siddhi Narayan Shah, €0 muris of
rice lands had been given in replacement, After the
Gorlheli conquests, the lands were given away as jagir
to the ammy, but the guthi was restored duri;} the revenue
setileinent of Vilcrama 1852, and confimmed tnmugh rujral
ordgr on Marga Sudi 11, 1874,

Regmi Kcsearch Collection, vol. 28, p. 363.

(10) During a solar eclipse on Friday, Jestha Badi 30, 1874,
King Gajendra had made a ritual grant of 4O mris of
rice 1uands and a homestend as guthi to Tulsi Ram Padhya
for the maintenance of a roadside shelter (Pouwa) at
Chalhawa, A rcryal order was accordlngly issued on
Marga Sudi 11, 1874,

(11) Marga 2adi 11, 1874%: 20 murls of rice 1ands and a.
homestcad at Ruping (Nuwakot) had been granted as sankalpa
birta to Bise Padhya Bagle during the convergence of
five nlanets on Saturday, .;mu'in Badi 30, 18?3. P

(12) Poush Badi 1%, 1874z 20 muris o. rice lands. and a homestead
in Dhadgaun hed beoen granted as Sankalpa birta to Sribthakta
Arijyval by the Senicr ’;uem-l‘bther at ﬁwaghat on Ma.rga
Sudi 1, 1873 (on the death of King Girban).

(13) On the first anniversary of King Girban's dedth fﬂarga
Sudi 1, 1874), King Rajendra granted 60 miris of rice
lands, ’and the Quoen granted W) muris, along with
hOhli...bLud.Ch at 1*1;:.&:11 "-ga.un in Kathmandu a.s sankalpa birta’.

' to Khardar Indibar, & royal order for demarcating the -
boundaries was issied on Poush sudi 3, 1874,

(1%) 20 mris of ric:-Tands and‘-a homestead at Pinda had been
grantud as sankalpa birta to Trilochana Padhya Nepal on
Marga Sudi 1, 1873 (on King Girban's death). A yoyal
order for damarcating tha boundarir:s vas’ 1331 *:1 on Poush
Sudi 10, 187,

Regmi R2search Call_c-f.- tion, vol, 28, PPe 36!+-?0.
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