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Any amount outst :mding in the cour se of bus iness 
transactions, for wl"Jich no bond has blJcn signed , 

shall be on the basis of the accounts maintained 
by the two pa rties . 11 

Any disput e betwee n two me rchants in the course of 

business shall be 2ettlcd on the basis 
of the d ocuiJL..:nts in the possession of both, if they 

a re still alive . If they are and any pe r son 

makes cl..a Iil &gains t their ·son s , it shall be settled 

on the basis of accounts and records 
by both parties , as w011 as the eVidence of people 

who. had o f their business transacti ons . If 

no t:vidcnc.; o r "witne sses are available·, the c13i.m 

sh311 be dism1ssed . 12 . 

The l ugal COd0 of thus marks the transition from 

a l egal system by considerations of' a lord and 

peasant economy to onc which took into account the intricacies 

commercial I'(.:lationships . A. single may be suff'i ­

C1e nt t o illustra t e the na ture of' the charge . since 

th..:: time of King Shah (1606- 36) t he Gorkhali rulers 

had set 10 p;3 r Ce tlt as the maxiulUm annual interest that a 

credi tor could charge 'from his debt or on money l oans . In 

of d c faul. t, he \·las anti to collect no more than 

bn.cc t he af,jOunt of th.:; p rincipal in se t t l eme n t of his claim . 13 

SUch a r e gul <l tion ...... as p;..; rhaps justifi .::d in· an a g.r a rian 

wh o.:: r c the \o(as usually a pOOl' p(:asant \.,tha 

the loan for consumption and the pe riod of repayment 

was by the process of the slow- moving cycle of 

agricultura l production. Howeve r
t 

the regul .... t10n did not 
into account the nccQs of a fa s ter-moving 

mercantile economy in wh1ch both profits and risks ope rate d 

at a much h..L 6he r than in agriculture . The 1854 l egal 

Code r e:>olved this con·nict of interes ts bc t \lce n the needs 

of subSistence a griculture in an ingenious way 

through a distinction b!;; t .... ecn intcrest and profits . lfuereas 

it fixed the maximmu r ates of intcrest on all of 

m.oney loans ut · the traditional. figure of 10 pe rcent yearly, 

it set no limit to the amount of· profits that a creditor 

COuld cl aim on 

In caSe any pe rson engag!;.s in trade with capital 

borrowed from a creditor st1pulating in the 

payultmt of a stipula tl,,;d share of the profits , he may 

recovor the principal amount and pro!,'i ts as stipulated . 

But if he ha s stipulated payment of inte r est , not of 

profits, he shall be liable to pay only 10 pe rcent as 

intere st . I 

, ' 
It is not po .sible 'on the basis ' of avai lable information to 

detc nuine ' how effec t ively these measure s we re actually e'n­

fo r ced. the re little doubt that such 
at l east'established nonns of comme rcial bOhavio r 

"'hich made. possible recourse to the courts . 
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ft autah:-\ Cq. S'V1d.hl and iiahotta ri Dis tric ts 
in 1948-49 

Ba r a p ., r "' a _ .l.,lI .... .> 1 

(Exce rpt !> from u ~urvey r eport prepa r ed. by the Department 
of Industria l a nd Commercial Intc .Lli gence of tho Gove rnment 
of Ue pal du r ing 1 71+3- 4 9 A. D.). 

The 'rara i di:;tri c ts of Bara, Pb. r s a, Hautaha t Sa rlah.i 
and Maho t tari a r e situ a t ed betwean l .:d,i t udes 26 1 35!; a nd 
27 1;;:':; 11 Nand longitudes 8~'37Ii and 86 '1 0" E . Sta tistics of 
area a nd populCi.ti on are a s follo\~s: - . 

Di s tri c t 

Baro. 
' Parsa 
Rautahat 

Sarlahi , 

Hahott~lri 

Total • • • 

Are 3. Popul a tion 
(Sq . miles) 

1,28 178,62'+ 
4j'+ 10'+, 820 
378 168 , 226 

563 129,94'+ 
8'+3 330 ,999 

2,646 912,613 

Den :-: i t y of population per squar e- mile is thus 344 .9. 

Al though se ve r al. rivo r :; rIm" through t hese distri c t s , 
agricul t uI'e depends mostly on rainfall . Masonry darns h ave 
bee"n built on the Nanusmara flnd the Kakut,i rivers . 

The numbe r .of hospitals , Ayur redic cl i nics and priva t~ 
dispensaries i s ·a s follows:-

Di s trict Hospi t:a..J.§ AYl!rvcdic Privatlil 
cli nics dispensaries 

Bara 1 " '+ 
Parsa x x x 
Rautahat · . 1 

, , 
x x 

Sarlahi 1 1 5 
Mahottar1· 1 3 x 

The goverr"llent oper ates one vernacular school (Pathshala ) 
each in Bara, P;;.rsa and !"l.autahat, 2 i~ Sar~ahi , and 3 in 
Mahottari. 'there is also one basic scnool l.n Mahott a rL The 
number of, publ~c sch ools i s as follo~/s ; -

District · Hifth SchooJJi Secondary Schools 

Bara x 1 

Parsa 1 1 



Rautahat 
Sarlahi 

Mahottari 
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1 

x 
1 

1 

1 

4 

There are rai lway lines from Arulekl1gunj to !taxaul , fre::. 
Jayanaga r to Janal~pur, and from Janakpur to Bijelpura . The 
Janakpur- B1jelpura line is cIO'sed during t)le monsaon . There 
are no hard- surface r oad's . 

il irgunj town is developing da y by day because .it is 
~ituated on the main roule connecting Y.e trunandu with India . 
Other important settlements :ire Thari in flarsa (.listrict , Gat... 
in .hautahc..t district, i1o.1:m :r.-:a in &arlilh1 district, and Jall~" ... 
pur in Hahottari di strict . 

Agriculture is the main oc cupation of the people . 
Agricultural land::. are o f two cate,gor1es: dhanahar (irr 1gatr- ,;/ 
and 'ohi th (unirrigated) . The minimum rates of land tax on 
l a nds of these t .... o categories are It s 5 a nd Rs 3 respectively 
in Indian currency . uuring 1948- 49, a · s pecial levy has been 
imposed in Bara t Parsa and. Rautahat distrl,cts 8:t the rate .;) 1' 
H· roaunds of paddy on each bigha of land. £he levy is payablo. 
in cash at the conversion r ate of Rs 8 in Indian currency 
p er maund . In other districts, t he levy amounts to Rs 1 and 
12 annas per bigha . . . 

Tobacco is cultivated on a l a rge scale in Mahottari 
district, par t1cul o. r ly in the Uodar region. The average yiel ,~ 
is 10 or 11 maunds o n each bigha . Each iIlaund of tobacco fet e:. 
a price of Indian Rs 100 . Cotton 1s not generally cultivat~a. 
but in recent years the gove rn~ent has made a r r angements to 
supply seeds to fanners throut,h l ocal revenue offices . H01o.'e\-, !. 

people are not payi.ng much attentio n to the cultivation of 
the cro p . Must<i..I.'d i s &ro~ng on a l ;J.rge :l cale in the Chitaun 
~nd Thori areas . People from the adjoininB hill areas bring 
ghee and mustard. for sale in Thori f .. ncl t;.i.ke back salt, iron 
and spices . At present, e xports of mustard h ave been bann.::u . 
The current market price is Rs 21 in Indian currency pe r 
maund . Linseed is cultivatecl on a liir~e 3cal c 1n Bara and 
Parsa , as well as in Rautah':l.t and 3arla.ili . 3esame and cast...J}" 
a re a l so grown to some extent . 

The cultivation of .ll..ll.nja has become very popular the ;; \.: 
days e The l ocal pnce iz Indian . Rs 10 to Ms 15 per seer, ""), ... r 
1n India the com':llodity can be sold easily at Indian Rs 1+0 to 
Rs 50, although there is· a strict ban on i ts sale in that 
country . There is a ban also on the sale of opium, but its 
·cultivation is very prof1t .;.hle . The local price ranges betw,- . 
Indian Rs 80 and 160, whereas i n India it can be so l d eacili' 
at between I ndian Rs 200 and Rs 2""0 per seer . Opium is cultJ.:. 
extensively in Bara and Rautahut d1stri~ts . . 
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Ave rage pric~~ of a:;,ricultural cOlnlJ1odltlcs , compiled on 
tb.fo: bais of 10 principal ru :n kcts 1n the reclon, were as 
follows in 1940 and 1948: -

Commodity 

P:.lddy i-1Clund 

Hice do 
Gram do 

Hah.lr pulse do 

Khesari pul~e do 

JoIas pulse do 

Baize do 

Billet (I~odo) . 

l-lust.J.rd 

Linseed 

Tobacco 
Ganja 

do 

do 

do 

do 

see r 

Indian rupees and annas 

1940 1948 

Rs 2- 12 
Rs 4- 6 
Rs 2- 12t 
Rs 4- 8 
Hs 3-8 
Rs 3-8 
Rs 4-8 
:lis 3-4 
Rs .5 
Rs 4-8 
fis 15-8 
Rs 10 

Rs 10- 8 

Rs 18 
Rs 12_8 

Rs 16- 8 
ns 10- 8 
ns 1"7-8 
Rs 14- 8 
Rs 10- 8 

Rs 21 
Rs 19 

Rs 99-8 
Hs 20 

Prices of s e lected goods import ad f rom I ndia we re · as 
follows: -

Description 

Sugar 

Ma tches 

Soap 

Ke rosene 011 
Dhoti 
Sari 

Uni....L 

Haund 

Gross 
Maund 

Tin 
Pai r 
Pair 

Rs 9- 8 
Hs .2 
Rs 16 
lis 4 I 

Rs 2- 8 

Rs 2- 8 

Indian rupees 
1948 

Rs 1 5 

Rs 6-1 2 
Rs 44-4 
Rs 18-8 
Rs 8- 8 
Rs 9-

and anno.s 

Fer capita avail ability of paddy 1s as follows :-

Pi s trict 

Bara 
Par sa 
Rautahat 
Sarlahi 
Hahottar1 

Popul ation 

178, 624 
1 04 , 8~0 

168,226 
129, 944 
330,999 

area 

122, 365 
65, 651 
94,1 74 

139,1 93 
53,11 5 

Total Paddy 
producti on 

(maunds ) 

2,lt1t7 , 300 
1, 313 , 020 

1,883 , 480 
2,"783 , 860 
1 , 06~ , 300 

Per 
~ 

(maund) 

8 
10 
10 
15 
10 
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The following factories are being operated in this 
region:-

1. Birgun j Match li'actory; 'fhe f actory was started on November 
14, 1938 with a capital of Indian -Rs 175,000 s1:lbscribed 
entirely by 15 Nepali shareholders. There are 72 workers. 
The factory produces 100 to 200 gross match .. boxes in a 9-hou:" 
shift everyday. All but four of the workers and employees 
are Nepalis. Wood is .procured locally, while paper and 
chemicals are imported from India. The manager complains thi~! 
the machinery has become worn-out. 

2. Birguni Cotton jHll; The mill was started in 19'+3 with a , 
capital of its 700,000. It has 250 workers and employees, of 
whom 14 are aliens. The mill r equires 1,250 bales of cotton 
and -1,620 tons of coal every year, which are imported from 
India. About 2 bales " of yarn are produced daily in a 10-houl' 
shift. The 'yarn is consumed inside Nepal. 

3. BiI'gunl Electric Supply (;o.rporation: This concern has just 
been ope"ned and has not yet started supplying power. It 
plans to generate 225 k.w. of power through diesel engines. 

It. I3irgupj Cigarette Factory; Machinery·is still be1ng install..:: ,; 
in this factory for the production of low-grade cigarettes. 

5. Birgunl Ceramics Factory: The factory had been star.ted in 
1942 with a capital of Rs 100,000, but is pow closed. Effort~ 
had been made ·to float additional shares worth Rs 75,000, 

6. 

8. 

but the response vas poor. 

daily. Employment: 

Jt,;ad.~ Birgunj: Capitall Rs 250,000. 
, : daily. _Employment: 132. 

.. 
B1rgunj: Capital: Rs 70,OOC. 

d~lll" Employment: ~1. 
, 

in Malangwa; Sarlah1 -
,a,:lt.y: 500 maunds of paddy 

9. Mahaluxmi Hicc, Oil and Flour Mill f, Ltd in Bishnupur, Sarl<.1.ll~ 
district, Capital: Rs 300,000 • 

10. 

11. 

12. 

. . 
~~'ld~in Kalaiya: Capital: Rs 350,000. 
l' daily. Employment: . 300. 

in Mah1nathpur, MahottaI1. di~ lric: , 
ty: 500 maunds at paddy daily. 

in Janakpur: No particulars are 

The Nepali currency is not 1n circulation anywhere 1n 
these ·five districts. 
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Hevenue Settlement 1n Tinthapaula , 1825. A.D . 
. 

The Tinthapaula area of Chharkabhot comprised nine 
village s, each of whom had a he~dman known as Tolpa . These 
headmen collected revenue from the local lnhabitant~ and 
transmitted the proceeds to the district adm1.nistrntor (amal1) 
through a functionary called JillUil8wal. 

On Poush Badi 2, 1882 (December 1825) , a royal order 
was issued revising the revenue settlement 1n these nine 
villages unde r the .:!J:t.~";..thi..ll. sys tenl . Ti'J.e 5"6 households 
comprising the n1n~ villages were made liable to the fOllow­
ing payments on .a non- rewissible basis~ -

Sirto 

Total 

• • • 

• •• 

• • • 

I1s1,684t 

Rs 1111-

Rs 1;796. 

From this aJuount, the '1'01pas W(;re allowed a commission 
of Rs 7! t ther~by reducing the tax liability to Rs ',7BBt . 

In consideration of that p~~~~·tj 
allowed to retain the proceeds 0 l U.l l '>' 

were 
and 

dut1es; -

(1) ~~rtQt a tax collected from each household . 
(2) 

()) 

(t,. ) 

(5) 

(6) 
(7) 

(8) 
(9) 

(10) 

(11 ) 

£;ya-dastu~ , literally, ' B tax collected from ea.~ indiVidual. . , 
Duties on the calves of yaks and stud hor~es . 

:~.!!.':!!.efi:!.gu, . a tax ' caliec ted on each 11 roof" • 

Banaulo tax on forests. 
chudo.- The meaning of this term 1s nat ,.known. 

Da nda Kunds, or fines and: penalties collected in the 
course of the administr ation of justice. . 
Maryo-aputa11, intestate property. 

i.e. fines collected from persons of non­
communities guilty of adultery. _ 

Amilan-Rakam, or payments due to local administrators. 
Mat-Pota, . tax on agricultural l ands . 

The following sour~es of revenue were ,reserved for the 
government unde.r the thek-th1t1 arrangements:-

(1) ~ja-Anka, or royal levies. 
(2) Kalyan-Dt@P, "or ,treasure troves. 
(3) Fines" and penalties collected' from 

fol.J.ov1ng crimes:-

, 
persons guil ty .Qf the 



(a) Homicide. 
(b) Cow slaughter. 
(c ) Armed assaul t. 
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(d) Incest wi th hRdnata relatives , and with those belong-
ing to ' the same gotr a . . . . 

(e) Incest with rela tives within five generations among 
Br ahman , Hitau, and sacr ed-thread-wearing Khas cast~~ . 

(r) Sexual intercour se Yith women belonging to the cast~ ~ 
mentioned 1n (e) by slaves . 

(g) Sexual intercour~e bet'Ween -raembc r s of dum (untouchablo:) 
and chokha (pu r e ) cas tes . 

Ch) Sexual intercourse with Brahman women by persons 
belonging. t o: other castes . 

( 5 ) Rahata, or dry rive r bEids . 
(6) Bahata , or lands damaeed by floods or washouts . 
(7) Iron, l ead, coppe r, manganese , cinnabar and gold deposit r. . 
(8) Provis ions (meiman1 ) and presents (wa l ak) for the J~ali. 
(9) Levies (mamuli) for religious functions a t l ocal temples . 

(10) Payments due to (the Raja of) Mustang . 

The · royal or~e r a130 contained the f ollowing instruction;; ­

Dd' not collect unauthoriz.ed paymentsl. thereby compellint:; 
the local inhabi tants to submit c~~p aints. 

( 2) Recl aim lands and make the pOUntry popuJ.:ous . 
· ( 3 ) The Amali shall not collect ru1ything in exces s of the 

stipulated amount, nor shall the· people offer any such 
payment. 

(~) If the Ama11 or the 
amount, report the .i.t: 

collec t any additional 
us. 

(6) 

JJmmawal and !!ll!.kh1fas shall attract setUers from outsitl i, 
t o r eclaim virgi n . kalabanjar) lands. . . . 
Such settlers shall make no payment ·on the reclaimed 
lands f or a periOd of three years . From the fourth yc ... r, . 
Sirto tax shall be assessed on homestead l ands at ratca, 
current 1.n the village. ·rhe ·proceeds of this tax shall 
be transmitted through the Amali i n addition to the artIOI. I,·, 
stlpul.at.:::d und~r this t hek- thiti arrangement • . 

(7) The Tolpa shall himself transmit the r eve.nue ·due from 
his villa,:',e to the AIDali. He shall not use Hulak portl.:ro:; 
for this purpose . 

(8) In cas e fines and penalties are collec~ed in eXcess of 
the amount stipulated f or payment as Asmani, the exces~ 
amount shall be apportioned equally among the ~nhabithnl ; 
of t he village . The sho rtfall, if any, shall be shared 
e qually. · . 
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( 9) Tax- coll ectors shall be supplied ~~th free provisions 
(bare - baiker) only so long as collection i s not complct~d . 
Such ,lJrovisions shall not be suppl i ,v d to any visi ting 
goverrunent employee or other pe rson . 

(1 0 ) Th9 inhabitants o f these vil·l ages shall proV:ide porterage. 
s e rvices by ro~ation f or military suppl~es , sick persons, 
and cash and supplies meant for th~ r oyal palace . They 
shall no t provide porte r age services t o other per sons . 
If dnyone f orcibly empl oys them as port~ s, the ma tte r 
shall be r eported t o us. 

(11) Comply with orders issued by the l ocal Am nI i and Bha rda rs 
in connection Vii th offic1al bu:::;incss . 

(12) Do not reope n tt'acks <:1.nd paths tha t have bc:en closed. 
Arres t pc;;oplC 1..'tlo used such,prohibi t '!;: d tracks \ and paths 
and hand them ove r to the local Amali a nd Bha rdars . 

13) If an y pt:rson vi. ~its ths. t area frorn outside t o collect 
information, repor,t the matter t o the l ocal Amali and 
BhCl rdars . ' 

The people of the~e nine villag e s h~d submitted the follow­
ing complaint to the s<3 ttlemc: nt offic(! rs (Janchaki): ... 

"The kdars (revenue farmers) and J1mr,lawal s employ our men , 
horsee and yaks without any wage s on the two-month journe y 
to Ladakh. They do not make any payment for any l oss or damage . 
They also take our horses, yaks and Jhovas at half-price. We 
'are suffering much from such practices . \I ' . ' 

The royal orde r; therefor e , ' forbade such practices . It 
decreed: uIn the futuro , visit Ladakh only to 'procure goods 
specified by us i n orde rs s~nt through the Ji'lDnlawal . Do not 
prOvide porterage services t o other persons f or their trade . 
Hourses , yaks and Jhowas shall be pai d f o r at prices specifi .:; d 
by }lanchas. Force shall no t be uS,cd in such transactions. I ' , 

~..Jith r e gGl.J.'d to trudc , .the royal .order prescribed: i.ITrad~ rs 
shall engage in trade only 1n a r eas customarily assigned to 
them (rekh). Outside rs shall not forCibly ~ nc roach upon such 

. r ekh rights .iI . 

'The order concluded: "Any person who acts in contra vention 
of these arrangements a nd regulations (thiti-bandej ) shall 

! be punished according to his caste status . U 

~ B.egmi Research Collection, "o!. 34-, pp. 676- 81 • 

• 
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Kathmahal District 

1 • Kosi-Purwa.ri Horang 
2. Kosi-Pachhuwar1 Saptarl \ 
3. Kamal a do. 
4. Bhanwarpura i-iahottari 
5. Tinpatan SindhUl1 
6. Chhatauna - Hautahat 
7. Jamuni Dara 
8 . Chhapkaiya Parsa 

9. niumadi Chi taun 
10 . 'rribeni Butaul 
11. Banaganga do . 
12. Dunduw& Dang 
13 . Rapti Banke 

14. Babai Bardiya 

15 . Karnali Kaila11 
16 . Mohana do . 
17. Hahakali Kanchanpur 
18 . Gus.ari do. 

(Kathmahal means an establishment ror the export of timu~ r 
of twelve main varieties, 1ncl~d1ng sal (shorea robusta) and ' 
sisso (dalbergia 51s800) " with a diameter o·r more than thI\;(; 
feet. The export of timber o f smaller sizes was handled by _ 
separate establishments known -as Th1nguri-Mahal). 
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~ypplementary Note on the Ukbada System 

(Eerke ley; University of Cali­
a brief s Gction on the Ukhada 

=ystGID of landovncrship in the western Tarai r0gion of Nepal 
(pp. 112-14). A repJrt of revenue settlement in the adjoin­
ing Indicn district ' of B~dsti sheds additi onal .tight on the 
origin of this s~~tcm. '(3. 'liOGpcl', ,:t'::j...lli!l ' llcport of the Ba sti 
Dtstrict, Allahabad; Ho.;,:,th-I'Il:st<2rn Ill'ev i nces and O"cJ.dh Govern .. 
1:J.80t Frc s:.: , 1891, "z'p . 36-39), 

It appears that ~he U~lada system ow~s its 
the halbandi . sy::.: tcm, under which the tax paid by 
\;as assessud o')t on the actual urea contained in 
ing, but on th.:: number o f p10\15. 

origin t o 
a tenant 
his hoid-

For instance, .1. village .will be divided into 32 ploughs: 
plollGh r a tei::: !is ~~~ p.::r plough, ::md each tenant pays ) 
at that rate acc0rding t o the number of ploughs, or 
tIN frac tion of a plO'l.16h, which he holds, and the tota l 
I·ental is 11:::; 800. 

The r~port adds: 

In illost halband1 villat,us th0re is more or l ess 'ukhra', 
that is, extra rent paid for l and not included in the 
plough holdings. This generally consists of small 
plots of ko~rar or POP?y land, in and abou~ the dih. 
Som€t1m~s it is a large plot uf outlying land, whieh 
wa:.; sUPfloscd to be uncul tllrablc: \:hem the halbundi was 
made, and has only r~cently been brought und~r culti­
vation. 

l'here se~ms littlE.: dc.u"bt that the Ukhada system of the wo:;stern 
Tarai region is ·the same as the lukhra l system prevalent in 
Basti district as d'::!scribed above. 

Sair Dutie s 

By 

Mahosh C. Rugmi 
• 

The basic customs duty on imports frvm India ~dS known 
as sair during tha nineteenth centu·ry. Sair is ~ term of 
Arabic origin, whichl in ninct0enth-century Ind~a, denoted 
lIall oth6r sources 01· revenue accruing to the government, 
in addition to the land-tax, ·from a variety of 1mports t as 
cus.toms, transit duties, l1cenr;es, fees, house-tax, Iilarket­
tax, etc;I, ·1 
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Sair duties werc collcct;;::d according to different 
sche dules on goods impo rted from India into different rc:gi :.)r . .: 
of th.:! Kingd om .• The present state of our knowledge does 
not permit us t o ma ke a de t ailed·an d c:}l..lparative study o f 
schedul<?s applicabl", t o different r egi ons, he nce we shall 
limit ourselvc:s ·t o a urief desc riptio i1 o f the system of 
sai r t axation for imports fl")ill India into KaUmandu Vall ..:: )! 
and the:: golas o f Gnstc rn N~9al . 

Du ring the 1 2.st years o f t r!C eight.Jcnth ce ntury, an 
attGmpt had bcc:n made to r(;gul ~,te the r&..te of customs duty 
on goods trade d b .::twecn Ncpal en d I!l.dia through Kathmandu 
Valley. A c0i!une rci al treaty, signed b0t\-/ecn Nepal and the: 
East Indi'-i Company in early 1792, stipulated that >12-& perc(:!lt 
shall r ecipr ocally be takro:n , us duty , on the i mports from 
bo th c ountries ll .2 HO\1e VCT , tho arrange,ncnt remain~d unimpl..: ­
monted, because the f ac tinr.. th·J.t dominated the political 
scene in Ne pa l afte r 1794 i-hJ.S opposed to any extension· of 
r ulations with the Drltish.3 Official British sources claj,::l· .u 
that whil e the British side scrupulously ccmpl"i,cd with tho 
provisions of t110 treaty , tho gov ..; rn.-:aent 'of Nopal colle cted 
duties on goods impo rt~d fro;;. Ir'.(1i a at almost 1 0 percent 
instead of t he stipulate d 2·} p C' rcent.4 The differ.Jnces 
dragged on for ,no re than fou r decadt::s . Finally, in June 1836 , 
the Ea:l t India Company gQv0rnment dccidod to CXOlupt' all 
i mports from N(;pal fr oi:::t p aYhlo..:nt of customs duties in Indi'''' 
The gov~ rn'lie nt of Nepal , o n the other lmnd , continued to 
c ollect duties on 300ds importe d from India.5 . 

Although contco:lpor ary British source s have recorded 
that customs duty on · goods i illportQd into Katlunandu Val.lcy~ 
from India was collected a t an GlVGrage rate of a 6 pcrccnto 
th~re is e'vide::Cice to ::;lliL;cst that this estimate ' I 

covered not only ·5<1ir but a ls'J nirkh::l.J ~aDas and kirana 
dutics. Befor~ 1865,. the t o tal- £lSOunt of those taxes was 
Rs 10 -5-1 on euch baKKuloaq o f 32 .dhaffii.~ of cotton, Rs .2-1 'i ;,,­
in the case v1' co"ton to:tL:tl1e.s, and Hs 3-11t in the casu 
of o the r goods. There "\'1..:rc: :3.150 ' l zai~lindnri duties;; payable 
on goods irl1pv rtud into Kflttllll:lmlu Vall(;: y from India at Chi tJ.;;l. r' 
and Thanltot.7 Th...: rates Wt;.:T\:' 2 anna§. in Chitlang, and 4 g.nm:; 
in Thanltot, on oach manlo f!.d o f a?ods. Hor;.:)ov ~; r, sair was a 
specifi c duty~ rath~ r than ':-11 .!l!l " alor<J~Q paYl18nt. During tbL: 
early 1830s, .th',;J r ate o f .2.~U duty aJll(.;unted to R~ 2 on each 
bakkuload of goods,8 irresp(;ctive- of its category.. . 

The- total payuI0nt on ..:::ach ba kky.load· o f goods 1(.lport ... d 
into KaU.ullandu Va lL.:y from India , inclusive · of ~ and mis­
cellaneous o th..:: r dutics8.nd· ta.'C.es sU<2h dS }sapas, llirkhi and. 
kira na was f;i..X0d us f ollmls in 1866 ~ 'j . 
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Customs and Transit Duti6s on Imports from India 
into Kathliu:.ndu Val10y 

In . 16-anna Mohar as. 

(On each bakkuload of 32 dharnis) 

Descripti on Bair Kapas .Ki r ana Total 

Ho 6. Cotton 

Cotton 
textiles 
and other 
good :.; 

Rs 1-2 Rs 4-4 2 annas 

fis 1-8 4 allllas ---

8 annas 

12 armas, Us 2-8. 

It is -significant tnat a. bakkuload of raw cotton paid 
as much as 11.s 6 wh ur"G.s cotton t 0xtilt..:s and o ther goods 
paid only ' Rs 2.~. In othc l" ''''OIUS, import duti..:s were higher 
on raw maturial;,; than on lYJanufacturcd goods. 

Rcv..:-nuc duti ,.!s on i,nports from India into ' 
Kathmandu Vall.JY aur>ng the ;..:: riod from 1813 to 1859 a r c 
given in th~ f oll owing tablc:-

Ygar 

1813 . 

1815 

1851 

1852 

1853 

1859 

:ndia into Kathntandu Valloy 

Revenue 
(ro 16-anna Mohar Rs) 

Hs 11,.501 10 

Hs . 8,50111 

Hs 800012. , 
Hs 8,\>51 

lls 9,54D 

Ho 24,827 

Tho rates of sair and othor dutie s on "goods importod 
frome Jndia, as mentioned above, were app11cablu only ~ 
trade conductud through Kathl.1o.ndu Valloy"~ The l"".ltas we re 
different on goods imported from India tbrough the galas 
of ."east~rn Nepal". " 

Sc;lected" entries" fram tnc customs tariff schedule 
for goods if<1portud from India through ~c &Blas of ,?astc.:rn 
N~pal " are g~vun below to illustrato botn the compos~tion of 
tradl) and the Y...::vul uf sair dutios: 13 

'. 
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Description 

1. Sidra fish 

2. l'obacco (sur-ti, t<:!:!iW~hq) 

3. Fine cloth 
4. Coarse cloth 
5. Ki rann g!?ods 

6. Pigs 

7. 
. 

Cl'ushed rice 

8. Rice 
9. Sweetmeats 

10. Flour 
11. Oil 
12. Onion, garlic' 

13. Coral · 
1~. Gelded Goats 
15. Paddy 

16. Brass, copper and 
bronze utensils 

17. Salt 
18. Soap 

19. Goats 
20. Buffaloes 
21. Calves 

22. Male buffaloes 
23. Female ' calves 
24. Horses 
25. Dry fish 

26. Dry meat 

27. Ducks 

28. Pigeons 

29. Tin 
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Rate of Sair Duty 
(In 16-anna Kohal' Rs) 

2 uaisa per -seer. 

2. pai s a 

.~ uaisa 

'b ~'alsa 
1 .anna 

do. 

do. 

do. 

1{- anna e !~ch. . 
2 uaisa" per seer. 
2 uaisa do. 

~ naisa 

1 paisa 
2 Daisa 

do. 

do. 

do. 

2 pa.lsa do •. 

1 anoa per tala. 

1 anna each; 

2 n8isa per 4 seers. 

! oaisa per seer. 
1 'oa1sa per seer. 
f paisa do. 

B arplas each. 
11 annas each. 

8 ann&s each. 
1 rupee each. 

5i .annas' each. 
11 annas eac.h. . . 
S paisa per seer. .1 "5 
5. paisa do·. 1"5 
t naisa each. , . 
1 naisa per pa1r.~ .-
2 paisa per seer. 
16 



30. Bire and Sindh~ s alt 
31. Wooden vessels fo r 

storing oil " (Kuppa ) : 

32 . do. for staring 
ghee (Kuppi) 

33. Catechu 
31t. Zinc 

35. Hanganese (Rang) 
36. Coconut narghil~ s 

37. Pearls (f'akkaj 

38. do.(Kaccha) 

39. Gunpowder 

40 . Hide s and sKins 
" 41. do. pieces 

1t2. FetYa (?) 
1t3 . Gapja 

"It. Lutkera (?) 

"5. Sugar 
lt6 . Gram floUl' (Besan) 

"7. · Pulses 
'+8. 

"9. 
50. 
51. 
52. 

. 53. 

5'+. 
55. 

_ 56. 
57. 
58. 

Kurh1n (?) 
Boxes 
NifSO ('1) 

Yarn 
Cotton (Kapas) 

•• 
Raw cotton (Ruwa) 

Kawda (?) 

lIalnabahi (?) 

Alum . 
Guns (Banduk) 

Pistols 
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Bi g 
i';ediWn 

Small 

, 

t paisa per seer. 

1 anna each • 
. t paisa each 

i- paisa each. 

t paisa each. 
1 paisa per seer. 
3 paisa do. 
i paisa do. 
t paisa ea~lJ.. 

, 
1 anna per masa. 

1- !>ai~a do. 
~" pai sa p~ r seer. 

1 t alll~ each . 

i pe.1s~ each. 
i pcdsa p.:.. r seer. 
• d 't pgisa o. 

"~ pfli sa do. 
-1- pu1sa do. 
2 p~i~a do . 
2 pa1sa" do. " 
1 anna do. 
1 anna each. 

"1 anna each. 

t paisa 
2 p.u,sa 

S paisa 

i . paisa 

per seer. 
\ do. 
do. 

do . 

t' pais a do. 

1 paisa do; 
8 annas each. 
8 annas each.. 
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• 
1. H.R . 

Asia 

2 . For the full text of this treaty, see itamakant" Indo-Nepah .. "(' 
Rel<:.th.~. Delhi: S. Chand & Co . , 1968, -pp . 35tj-59. 

3 . Leo E . Hose , Ncpal· ~ Strategy for Survival, Bombay; Oxford 
University Press, 1971, p . 75 . 

It. 

5. 
6 . 

7. 

a. 

11 • 

12. 

Ramakant, Jl£. si.:h p. 119 . 

Ibid, p. 126. 

B.H . Hodg "The 

• p. 93. 

Ibid, p. 100. 

Ibid, p. 99. 

.. 
;'1 jara Grant to Kulananda Jha for Collect1'on of Sair Dut1e!; ~ 
in Cr~isapani, Hitaura, Pa r sa , Etc ,11 .Iestha Sudi 8 , 1872 
(May 1815) . Hegr!lLf;esear.,£.h Collection, vol. 39, pp. 652-53.~: 

Figures of sair revenue · f or' the years 1851, 1852, 1853 anu~ 
1859 have been obtained from ,"':ccounts of the revenue 'and '­
expenditure of the government of Nepal f or the appl'opriatt: ~: ­
years . ';' 

~.". 
. $ : 

IIRegulations Regarding Trade a:l.d Customs in the Easte-rn .;'~ 
Tarai Districts,U l-1arga Badi 6, 1918 (November 1861). Re!!i:.1; 
Researcll~QJ)"G:ct;iQ!l, vol. 10, p . 213, schedule appended " 
to sec. o. 

• 
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S~le~~ed Doc~nb Qf 185Q.JLlk.rama 
(Continued from the July 1979 issue) 

1. Appointment. of Chaut!:l.cl rt in_Sheoru 

11 Royal o~dor to Jhunga Chaudhd.ri and Hansukha ChaudlJ.ari.; 
You had prev.lously been grai,ted exe,nptlon from bundaoogayar.i (?) . 

\1e hereby r€confll,ll the exe:nption in favar of the dcsccnd::.r .. Gs 
of Santo!>hi Chaudllari. Hi~ke al'rar:.i~8:m~:lt for the settlemen~8 
of ryots in SheClraj . Prove true to your salt and promote -
land - reclamation and sett~lt::ment. Ha o.lso grant as ;af!ir 
the kalabar.jar 1I1ouja of No.hadeva ill the territory 'Of Shsor3.; 
under the jurisaiction of Jhunga Chauu.!iu l'i. Settle ryots . 
there. Appoint pe~ns (slpahi) . in propor t ion -to the income 
accruing frurl1 thu.t i'IlQ.lt.ia . Also apj.)ropriate half of the 
perquisites or the Chaudhari in the ?arganna of Sheoraj.1I 

Poush Sud! 5, 1856. 
Regmi ll~~t.ch,£ollf::ction , vol. 24, p . 32 . 

2. Appointment oLBj ... chari in Pyuthan 

Royal order to Raffia Rana: ;; i'le hereby appoint you as 
B1chari of Pyut.hall, replac1n~ Bhagiratha . t,) ·not commit 
injustice in that te rritory, and C.isp0~e ("Ii' c<>.ses in, a just 
mann€:I'. Do not bring compla~ntz to. the royal palace. , I 

Poush Sudi 5 , 1356. 
Regmi Hes€<l,.rch CQJ. ... ?:stion, vol. 24 , p. 33. 

3. Land Reclamation in the Far-~astern Hill rlegion 

ROTdl order to Prithvidhar.Padhya and Siddhikarna 
Padhya Ghimire making a. grant of waste and kalabanjar lands 
at Syamban east of the Arun river; "aeclctm these lands, 
dig irr1'gation. Sattle people on the lands so i .rr1gated. 
Any person who I'eclair.:ls land and converts it into rice­
fields shall , after the expiry of the stipulated period 
(bad karar) , report to · us ·hou much land he has thus converted. 
As elsewhere in the K1ngdom, such person- shall remain secure 

. on the basis of ~4hiya tenure, and shall not.be evict~d 
from the land. He shall w.ake payments at rates current in. 
the area (khola). You'shal1 be held responsible if irrigation 

-channels are not dug, and if lands are , not reclaimed as 
rice-fields. ii 

'Poush Sudi 5 J 18),6. 
Regmi Research Col~ecti9~J vol. 24, p. 33. 

Sim1laI' grants' were made on the same date to (1) 
Bharath Padhya in the Chewathum area east of the Arun 
river, and (2) .Balabhadra Padhya on the banks of the Tamor 
river, north of the Adhyari river and south of the Piguwa 
river. 
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It . Royal Order to Dittha Gaja .S1ngh 

Dittha Gaja Singh bad been sent to the western hill 
region to enforce the law prescribing the rate of interest 
at a maXl,mWll of 10 percent on loans. He was infonn~d that 
8 f amilie>3 in the Pokhara area had been appointed to wei Gh 
copper supplied to thE! gove:rnment fOl' the use of the mint. 
'fhe order _ added, ;!These families have made a payment of 
Rs 60 as panphul in lieu -of fines t o which they may be 
liable for having Charged interest in excess of 10 percent. 
Du not demand any ... ddi tional payment from them . 11 

Poush Sudl 5', 1856 . 
Regmi Research Collection, vol . 24, p. 39 . 

On the same date, Dittha Gaja Singh was informed that 
the' moneylenders of the Rui-Bhct 5.rea -had similarly paid 
Rs 100 as panphul. ( I bid, p . 40). -

5". Land Measurement in the Tara! i.legion 

Sardar Ganj ya, Benidatta Thapa and Ehajan Das were 
111stru'Cted not to take ailY action in respect to the birtH­
lands of D1nanath Padhya while surveying lands and install­
ing boundary markers in the Tarai region. The order adds: 
"Conduct necessary inquiries on the day Dinanath Padhya 
arrives there. I n case the area held by him is found to b~ 
in excess of the area granted, we shall reconfirm only the 
area actually granted. Until thenl take no action . If yOlt 
have made any collection, ref;und the entire amount collect .... , 
Poush Sudi 5, 1856 . 
Regmi Research Collection, vol. 24 , p. It-a. - -~ -.-. --. 

6. Appointment of lCotwAl 

Laxman and Rathya Toli of Nuwnkot ';/ere appoint ed a s 
Kotwal s in Nuwakot and 1imi. They ~/ere ordered t o perfon .• 
the customary flmctions of the Kotw&l as directed by the 
local a,nali, However , tJ10y wera informed that they woul d 
be ur.der the control of the royal pal ace, not of the £UIl'.! l , 
in matters concerning their appo~ntment. They were, in 
addition, empowel'3d tu aNJrop l'iat.e the customary perquL;it...;;; 
o.nd iagi r emoluments. 

Poush Sudi 5, 1856. 
Regre1 Resea rch Collection, vol. 24, p. 40. 

7. Rhinoceros Hunting 

The Subba of E.iaptari and Mahuttari '1as ordereu t u 
requ1si tion th6 services of all hunters in the areas :.mu.' :· 
his jurisdiction to hunt rhinoceros, but only to c;;;.pt,:r·" : .. . 
male animals and send them along with other wild ::i.llt;aaL-
to the royal pal::tce every year. The killing of i\:m~i.l..:: 
rhinoceros was prohibited. 



· The order \-Jas sent 'also to the Subbas of Hajhkirat 
Morang, Bara_Parsa, Pallo-Kirat and Chitaun-Belaun-Sajau! 
and the illnalidars of Tinpatan 'and Patringa. - ' 

Poush Sudi 5, 1856. 
Regmi Research Collection, vol. 2~, pp. 41-42. 

8. Perquisites of Tharthoks 

The f ollowing royal order ..,as i .3sued on Foush Badi 
3, - 1856 in the name O:f the Pande, Pantha Arjyal, ·Khandal 
Rana, and Bohora ,families, coll\~ ctivcly known f-s the .Tharlhok 
families, as well as to surveyors {bubhaael) and meaSUrers 
(dongal) of birt;:J. lands: I1We have received reports that 
you charge f(ct; and ,perquisites- as much as you- like while 
demarcating th~ boundaries of . • We hereby decree 
these regulat1..ms (bandej) for - . Collect only 
the fees me ntiGned below. Bi r t a owners, their part, shall -
pay t;1c~e f ee::;. Any p C: l'son who acto:; in contravention of 
this bande j, and charge 's or pays more than the f ees mention<;d 
below, will be punished according to the provisions of the 
copper-platEr inscription. iI 

'Fees Payablg to th'L Palace 

Fe~s (dastur) payable 
tClrough the bu"oifadel 

to the palace 

Baks~~uni fee payable to tlle palace 
through the bubhadel 

Fees Paynble to Functionaries (dastur1ya) 

For Th.ar'~ok.~ on each -khet (i.e. 
100 of rice-land as well 
as sad (ghady-.r1) 

·For the measurement~fod (tanga) 

Fee for the da.!)8o! 

Fee payabl~ to· the local 
amali or', ;Yhar1 , 

Total 

- Rs 4 for the 
four boundaries. 

- 8 annas. 

- lis 7t 
- 8 annas for each 

kush (birta). 

- 2 annas do. 

- R. 1 and '2 annas 
for each khet. 

- R. 1 
fis. 10 
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IIIf any discrepancy is subsequently detected, the 
local amaIi or thari shall report the mat ~er. In no circu:1i::; ­
tances shall (tIle bir..taowner) be allo\-I""d to use land in 
excess of the area. within the prescribed boundaries. li 

Regmi Research Colldction, vol. 24, pp. 42-43. 

9 . Ban on Export of i'Jax 

On Aagh Bacli 9 , 1856, a royal ord~r was sent to l oc <. l 
'authorities, i'LlflctionCl ries and h:.ndowners (i3-.miU1., .s...u~, 
dware t i,j '!..~l~ .. <!.~L, l:!ill!'~, ta L:!.b, pJ...L~h.b-holders , l1!.9jl..9_r..i.Y~.r..sJ 
in the region east of the Dhobikhol a river up to the Kant: ~. ~ 
and the Tista not t::) permit the export of even a single 
tela of wax to the South (mc.: dhes). The order added, 'i;f!:mploy .. 
of the i'1alnbhan.s.<;.ri (Le. the indiVidual respons~ble for 
the procurement of ",'tX on <.< cowJiulsory basi::;) have been 
sent there. Supply them with",ax at current rates agai nst 
immediate pay;aent in cash. j~ny person \{ho -wants to export 
wax to the South shall first bring his supplies to Nepal ~ 
( i . e. Kath:nandu Valley) . If, however, he exports wax direct_:. 
to the South, or if anybody permits him to do so, approprL. ~ 
punishment shall be inflicted . ;i_ . 

A si.nilar order was issued on the same date for · the 
region west of the Bishnumati river up to the Bheri riv~r . 

Regmi Research Colh:ct:l.on, lvel. 24, pp . 29- 70. , 
• , 

10". Receipt of Revenues 

On Poush Sudi 5, 1356, the following revenues were 
credited to the Central Treasury (Tosakl1ana):;' 

1 • Partial paYlDcmt of: amount due under 
Uara for the districts of Bara, 'Parsa 
and Raut ahat for the · Vikr ama year 1856 
by Subba Gaj~ 81ngh Khatri 

2. do. 

3. do. f or the district o f ;·lu rang 
for the VikrruJa year 1855 by Subba 
Dasharath Khatl'i a.nd Subba Rana_ 
mardan KhawaS 

... do. for the Vikra~a year 1856 do. 

5. do. · Saptari and ,·iabottari for the 
Vikrama ye,a-r 1856 by Subba Dina.nath 
Padhya 

6. do. Bhaktapur for the Vikraroa year 
1856 through Chautariya Sher 
Babadur Shah 

-- Rs 5,079-3t 

-- fts 11,975-0. 

Rs 18,138- 5;· 

-- Rs 20,O14-0~ 

-- its _9 ,702.-!,. 
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11. Disbur~l'!l.£.!1t Or(l~ 

The following d1'sbursemcnt orde rs were sent to the 
following persons the same day (Poush Sudi 5, 1856): 

1. Bhajudev Newar HIlS ordered to d i s burse Rs 675 as salary 
to Subednr Parsya, tinl H~ 2,000 to t he magazine for tbta 
purchase of metals and other supplies -f rom the ija.ra 
revenues of thel{-~o.I1i for the V ~kr&m year 1856 . 

2. Subba Da shc;.l'ath Kh3:tri and Sutba Ram.taardan Khawas were 
ordered to disburse Hs. 5,000 f o r the living e xpenses 
of Raja Pri thv1po.l Sen of Palpa fro;'f\ the i,lara revenues 
of' Horang for i:he V1kraJ...1a year 185{: . 

Regmi Research Coll_ectiqn, vol. 24, Pp. 49-50. 

1 2 . Constructi Qn of Pal~s~ at. Deorl,.at;an 

, 1). 

On Thursday, :'algun Sudi 2, 1856, r:~.ng Rana Bahadur 
Shah abdicat ed in r ave r of his i "nfant son, Girban Yuddha 
Bikram. Sh<:!.h, and l eft K&.thmandu f or Deopatan in the 
::"Sll"pat,i">ath temple area. (Chittaranjan Nepal, Shri.2 

Kat.hmandu: i-i.ary Rajbhandari, 2020 

A new palace app~ars to have bee n constructed at 
Deopatan for the residence of the ex-king. The palace wa s 
describe d as a "Phulbart Baithaku, that is; a garden-house. 

, " 

'rhirty-four potters (Kumhale) we re ' procured from 
Patan to make bricks (a~l) for the palace. 24 lumber-men 
(bosi) were si.:nilarly procu~ed ·:from . the_ -villages of Tistun;; 
and Falung f or , the supply of ,timber. 

Regmi Research Qgllection, VOl. 24, py. 71-72. 

ApPQintment of Subba in f~ajhr-j,rat 
. . ' 

On Asbadh Badi 1lt, 1856, Jayawanta ' Bahi vas appointed 
Subba of Majhkirat, succeeding Trilochan Tha~a. He was 
placed in co~and pr the Bhagawat1dal and Sr~~ companies. 
these two 'companies previousl,y had. 309 r1fl~s (nal.); the 
n..unbe'r was inrl!:'eased to 407. ' 

, Jayswanta Sahi 'JSS eLT.powered to collect taxes on 
rice -lsnds 'ard homesteads , ( gh~rgani) , and transmit a sum 
of Rs 1,500 every year to thu Central Treasury (Tosakhana) 
from the amount 30 collected. Revenues from the fo~lowing 
sources were reserved~ (inc~e from) fakirana landS

l ~~adhikar leVies, ' sub-so~l reSOUrces (kalyandhan , 
trans1 t duties on gene.ral me,rchand1se (kirana) " buffaloes 
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- (bhainsi), and c·otton· (kapas), the monopoly trade in 
(main-bhansar), revenues collected from S~ptari, and 
bhet levy collected from military personllel~ 

, , 
wax 
darsh""r.- 1, 

The rice-lands, and the balance of the revenues, wer0 
to be used to pay salaries and assign khangis to the perso~~cl 
of the two companies. The Subba was permitted to appropriate 
the surplus income as hi s cmolume:;nts. 

Othe r instruc tions issued in the nrunc of Subba Jaya­
wanta Sahi we r e as follo ..... s .: ' ~Do not rt:fer co!nplaints r elatirl : 
to khand assig,ililen ts to the palace. Do not make collections 
in excess of the pI'~scribLd rat,;::;, thereby harassing the 
local p~ople and cOiJlpclling theI~! to bring petitions .to the 
pald.ce. Hake arrunge'iilcnts for the recla:nat1on of land into 
rice-fields wh~r8 irrigation facilities can b e made avail­
able. Despatch troops whe r ever they may be needed. Use them 
to guard the t erritories , or perform o the r duties, to which 
the y may be aSBif.;lled . Do not P8rmit any exchanse or transa r:::.L: .. \ 
in rifles bclongin6 to th(:; co;::.panies. 

Regmi Res'?ilr_ch...G..Q.U£.cti.on, vol. 23, pp. 343-44. 

14 .. Ban on Ca&..tration.-2f.Jtt,llls 

Royal order to the inhabitants of Namdu and 107 othe r 
villages in the 8astern hill region: \~Previously, uou used. 
to castrate bullocks . Do not do so in the future, but use 

'l..lncastrated bulls t o drau the plo .... without castrating tht:m. 
r·r JOu rc~u1r0 castrated bullocks :for a gricuJ. tural and 
other work, use those t hat h,.,~d been castrated in the past, 
or tho.s e that arc procured f.rom abroad.. In the future, any . 
person 'who castriites bulloc\(s in our dominions shall be 
pUnished w1 th a,,\putatiGl1 of the hand. ,; 

Bhadra Sudi, 5,,· 1856. 
RegAi TIesearc:h CQlleetion, vol. 23, pp. 381-82. 

15. Passports 

1 •• Royal order to illa~ ~j~hurs, and other villagers of 
Dolulghat i ·n ):>ala""i1ChOK:~hyou aI'\.! hcreby e ntrusted with 
the responsibility of gu'ardinB the rout~ through Dolal­
ghat. Close;; all unauthoriiQ{i tracks. Ma.intain a I·,atch 
on people who pass through ~h· tracl~s after committing 
any crime, and remain. at your "R.~st on th<:! ,nain route. 
Permit only those people to pas~through who produce 
passports (rahdani). Fe~ry them a~oss th~ river only 
after properly scrutit;tizing such paS1:lports. ~t local 
villagers cross the r~v~r only after i~entify1ng them . 
If any person seeks to cross the rivor .\dthout a pass_ 
port, arrest him and bring him to the palAfc. If you ~c~ 
in contravention of thes"c regulations, so ~t any cri:.".L . 
1s able to escapc~ ·pun.ishnent may be infl1cto:~on yuu 
and your· famil.1-Js~ So long as you perfo~ thes .·duti ,,: :>., 
you need not pl·ovl.de ~a..!l} laoor services for at ' I' 
purposes. Perform these servicc~ until another roy~~ 
order is issued ·to cancel the:n. ,\ . "'"'-

. ' '"'-. 
The same ol~der vas issued to the )!ll\lhis, mUhal' !' , ' 

·and villagers of Kapinghat in the Pharping region ull 
the. S8Jl\C de. to. ' 

Shra-wan $udi 3 t 1 856. ' . 
Regm! Research COllection, vol. 23, pp. 359-60. 

, 
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1979 issue) 

53. If any person 'Who ha~ commj tted Cl. crime \llhich is punishabli..­
th.rough shaving (nnidine), artd is accordingly\ shav~d and 
ostraciz£:d in· Tespect to ' the us~ of waiter and cooked rice 
touched by him'}" ::3tcals the print(::d fO;:1ll (lira) of the 
Dllarmad.hikari. use~ for issuing "It/rits of patiya and forg(;s 
such ,a writ on that form, ELnd if anothe r person bel ieve s ' 
the. writ of..lLati,B to be authentic ",and takes water and cook,;-d 
rice from the :.'hanas of th;;;l rormer~ h ,:; shcill not be degrc>.ded 
to a 10w(;r castl:: J .bCC~uSe he h ~,d d0nc so .. ~fter perusing 
the writ of pati~~, althpugh without ascertaining its 
authunticity. ill.. 5il;j,11 b,.' punL:hL.d only "11th a fine of 
Rs, 20 if he hus takgfl , co.olNd rice frola 'the hands of the 
ostracizecl yorson, .and. ,of Rs 10 if he h3.·s taken water. A 
writ of patiya shall tJwn b~ i!;:5ut:d to him. 

54. If any Dlan . or .woman belonging to · any sacred-t!)rea.d_wearine 
caste of ' "t;.t:lO\-1 th~ ,.g ~ : of twelve years w~ld has r~ce1ved 
in1tiatiun ' fOl" performing ritual fUnctiuns (kanna chalyakaj 
take any forbidd~n i'cod so that th.~y are l:iable to lose 
thcir, J.Ce.st~) . and accordingly hav6 been ostracized in respec t. 
to cooked rice

l 
subs~qu~ntly beget children and die without 

obtaining u \,II' t o~ patiya~ . and if their funeral r1 tes 
have been perfonTlcd··.a(tcr obtaining a writ. of patiya in 
;respect to : r--.itui:41.i ,purif'.~.cati .. on (Kriya-Shu5iPha)_ . 

;' J . .. .. ' .", ' - .• - ' .. .., 
.~ , . ... .,. .. _. ".' .. " .. ··r" ~ ·. , ., ' . ::".' 

andU' th.eir childrtn or any other. reJtatlve submit 
a pet1 tion, as fol..lo\o;·s: · J'Th1s -person had been ostracized 
in <resp'eC:r to cboke:l" 'rice) fo:r ·.talting such and such forbidden 
fO(ld, thereby losing "his :c.aste'J at il' tlime-, ..,hen he "Was below 
twelve years of age .• -He ·'di"cd ·9tlfo.re ho, c.ould · obtain a 'Writ 
of patiya, . and his i'Uncra~-' ritcs ·"'W€i-rei. pCrf"ormed after 
obtaining 'Cl writ of patiya in respect to ritual purification. 
Their 'ch?-ldren; cannot· ba · deprived. of ti.eir cas_t~ simply 
on this~_ground. Their os.traciza;tiQn in respect to cookad 
rice must, ·.therefore, b~ lifted,;i _ 

, ' -, " " -.- .. . " ' ' .~ " . . 
, and _i.£ .thGi:r rol:.a.tiyes, respectabl..; persons, and 

local- -runct1o~e's, .,(am;a11)' cer~.i:{y the.tthc parents (of 
the children) had taken ' forbidden fQyd at a time when they 
we.n~ b.elow ,.the age -.of; ~w_clv:e yqal'S, not. thc;:reafter, th<=ir 
statement.. s.haJ..L~e.; · .. aec ... pt~d. · " , ,' .; " 
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55. If any chief officer (ha.d.m, 'd1ttha, bichar1) t or any . 
~ove rnment offi ce (adda), district "headquarters office . 
( gaunda) , cburt (adalat), or police ' station (thana), or 
the head (amall, dware) of any l ocal body (Il:nal) has .­
ostracized in respect to water any pe~son belonging to a 
sacred-thread-wear1ng caste or any other pure caste from 
who se hands 'people belonging t o higher cas tes can take 
water, on the ground that such person has taken cooked 
rice o r water from the h ands o f a person .belonging t o a 
caste from" whose hands highel'-caste ueople ca.nnot take 
water, and contamination frO!il whose touch must be purified 
throllgh the sprinkling of vater , 'or cam:;).1tted sexual 
relations with a 'JOti!8!'! belonging to ' such (10..,) caste, 

56 . 

and if the succe ssor of such chi ef officer or head 
fraudulentl)', o r by ~u:ppres:::;ing docwoents r&lating to 
confession in such c a ses, a rranges for the promUlgation 
o f a r oyal orde r or an admini strative order or notice, or 
a writ of patiya , falsely representing that (the Guilty 
person) has no t been ostracized ln r e spect to water, or 
has done so without authority, false ly representing that 
he had referred the matter to higher authorities and obtained 
an ·order accordingly, without actually r e ferrill€ .the matte r 
to the goverl1D16nt, . , .. . . 

. : . \ 

and ~f subsequent inquiri·es r eveal that the previous 
chief office r o r head had.· actually obtained a c.onfesslon, 
and ordered the astracizati 0 n (a f the guilty person) . in 
respect to water, 

. . 
then such chief officer or . head shall be punished. 

only with a fine o f five hundred ~~pees. He shall not be 
deprived of his caste status if he h~~ not taken water 
from the hands (of· the :!uilty p6rson). . . 

But i1' such offi cer or head has taken \later from 
the .ha nds (of the· guilty person) i he .ahal.i be.. punished .· 
with a fine of five hundred rupecs~ and··deprived .o£:- h1s 
sacred-thread if he b elongs to a sacred-thread .. wearing 
caste, or, if he belongS · to a · non-sacred .... thread-w.aring 
c~ste , ostraciz.::d 1n respect:: to cooked ·rice· and vate.l' .• , .. _._., 

If he does not pay tha t'ino·i..He · shall be imprisoned 
at the rate o f one mpnth for every "five rupees of ·tbe fint:. 
If the chief officer "Who 11rtod the ostraciza t-ion in resp"'·';; 
to water has not taken water from. the \h&.nds · (of the guilt:,.' 
p(;:rson)} but·· is proved t o .h.d.ve heel). ·contaminated ·Dl". con.t a.c ... 
\lith able r who have d<.>ne "So , . he s.h·~l· not:- be .depri.ved.of 
his cas te, but s hall · be grant.e~ a ~rt.t. -o"t:4t&t1ya. · " . 

. . ~ .~ · ~~ \~·i · . . ... .: . 

If anybody takes coo~{cd rice a"nd>Va.ter~ frOll t:.ue. hltnds iJ.f. 
any person knowing full wall that ·the lat-ter rhIi.8.;..ceQ.n . 
sentenced to imprisoIllJlcmt f or life Cdamall, or has.. .bt:cD, 
de gra.dad to a lower caste by glvipg him vatGr to dr1tlk 
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from the hands of a low-caste person, or that he has take n 
c ooke d rice and ·,.,ate r from the hands of a lOll-caste person 
or committed sexual int.ercourse .,1 th su~h pe rson, t 

and if (the person who has taken cooked rice and ~-ter) 
from the hands o f the gullty pe rson and has offered c ooked 
rice a nd wate r ta others who Here n<)t' aware ( of hi s conta­
mination») his s hare o f hi s ancestr~l .property shall be 
conflsc<.:.ted a":::c o!'ding t.:l the law. 

If, 11owl..:\'(: 1', iU! has rio t h:t othi:;rs take cooked rice 
and water fro~1I _his hands , he shall "b.;' degraded t o the l'Juer 
caste and l e t oif. ilis r~1;l hv0 s and othe r people who have 
taken cookGd rice aud :wat(;;l' from his hands without any 
knuwledgc o f his guilt _shall tic gl'antcd a writ of patiya 
1,n ccnsiderati.on of such conta,minati(lo ac t of ignr 'I'a ncB, 
but shal~ Hot be pur,d.sbed.. 

57. If thE::: head of z.ny 'Jfficc (hakiJ;l) or local body (amali), 
o r the Dharmadhikcr, grant an o rder or writ of pat1ya to 
any p (';T:30n ' kn0~ .... :'ng full well that the latter haz ' bee n 
sente nce d to i;~prisor1!'!1ent f a r life, or ha~ bee n degraded 
to a l owi;; r cast,e by giving him. water t o d rink. from the 
hands of a l o.w-caste person, or that he h i:!.s taken cO,OY-'£'d 
rice and \-later from the hands o f a low-cas te pe rson, or 
coru.mitted sexual intercourse with such person, 

tnen s~h h4it:Ufi, <!!'mv._~ , or DhaI'UlEu!h::.kar shall: not be 
dcgr4~..sd 1;.1)'.El lCMer_ caste if he -huS only issued an , order 

, or w~.it at' ps.tiya', . and· -not taken cooked, rice and water 
frOL'l t-h.:l- h af).d1'l , 9fth~ guilty 'person'; :re -sha'.ll only be 
punisht:d \:ith _,s fine, of :five r.undr.Od ·.wpe e's. ' . ' _ 

. -, , . -, : '. ,...: ;,.).E2 .'.,< 

If, , hy'Wov,er,. such Jlf!,lf~_II}, ,.~1:i.,,; ,or Dharmadh1kar has 
nu t only i3SUC(l D.~ ' tl I-'1it; r ", '.J~ wri,t of ll;a tiya but also taken 
cooked rice _and ..r&. ter from the hands __ .-~f the guilty person, 
and thc;:n offered the same to othlJr.:;P:QI"SOris,- his., share of 
his ancestral pri,)fJurty sna:t:l ,bb. copfi$CatGq, according to 
the law. If he has not , offerG:d evoked ' rice and vater to 
other person, he shall be degraded ·t o tho lower caste, 
but his share-' of tb# an~s1=-J;'&l - pro~rty shall not be oon­
fiscatcd~ , H:!..~ _ r9la~.~-:Vf:€i: . al d· othe.r~ pCO_p~~J who have taken 
cookod r~cc and .wa·tex : from his hands ' H~-c.hout kn9wlcd.ge 
of h1S guilt, she..ll be g.ranted a ",rit o ft consider_ 
ation of such contamination· out of shall 
not be pun:1shcd. 

58~ If anybody takes cooked rice and w3ter from the ha'nds _o f 
a person without knowing tha.t tlle . latt~r has been sent(:nced 
to i1nprisonment for life, or 'has. been degraded t o a lower 
cas~e by giving him \later to drink from .the . hands' of a 10w­
caste person, o.r that he has taken cook~d rl.ce and \later 
from the hands of a low-cas~e person, or committed sexual 
intercourse with such ' pers0!l, and. th~t the act of taking 
cooked rice ' arid water from IU:S hands is pUf'lishabl.e with 
lo-s-s of caGtc thcnthl3 former shell be- granted a writ of 
patiya b~caus~ he had -c~~tted _ the . offense out o f ignorance. 
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No penalty shall be 1mpos~d on ~im. However, if a nybody ha s 
offe r ed cooked r ice a nd wate r to another person w1 thaut le t ti:1C 
hi m kno w abou t his guilt, he s hall be sente nced t o i mprison-
ment f o r l ife . . . -

59 . lI. person who has deliberate ly ungaged i n sexua·l intercourse 
with a woman be l onging t o a ca ste fr/lm whose ha nds high-cast ~ 
people cannot take wa t e r , and cont~nination from whose t ouch 
mus t be :purified tnrough the spr1nk~int;; of water, unci" who tu.: . . 
c ooked n~e and wa t e r f r om he r hands W1.thout engaging 1n !:(;)._ 

ual inte rcourse , a nd does no t l'eport the fac t t hat he has dvl,,­
so , and subsequent l y engages i n sexual int ercour se with his 
married wife, o r concubine , o r a prostitute or lets them 
take cooke d rice and wa t e r from his .h<;.ods ,,""lthou t a ny kna wlc-J ·. 
o f his gui l t , and if such wOlllan does no t l:e come pre gna n t , s il ... · 
shall be gran t ed a wri t of pa t i ya ' 1n respec t to cooke d rice 
a nd wate r. She shal l not be dep r i ved o f her cas t e . If t howe v .... . ·, 
s he becomes p r e gnant! she cannot be in r e spect t o 
c ooked rice , but sna 1 be granted a . f or wate r 
only. (High- cas t e people ) ma y t a ke the ha'nd !: 
of children born of s uch woman , not rice. Such childr~ " 1 
e ve n if they belc-,ng t o a Br ahma!.l or sacred-threa d-we a r-
i ng ca ste , shall no t be enti tled to the u se of the sacr ed 

_thread, but shall be r e gn rde d as membe r s of a Shudra cas t e 
who _canno t be ens ldved . If t he fathe r be l ongs to a 
(liquor-dri nking) caste which c annot be e nslav e d, 
shtill be r egar ded as membe r s of a cas te of lower s tatus whicil 
ca n be e ns l avod . If t he .... oman k..-10'WS tha t he r hUsband has (: Ii­

ga ged in sexua l i n t .:! r c 0ursc (with a lov- ca s te woma n a s menti ,:-" 
above ) a nd t ake n cooked , rice and wate r from the hands of th~ 
lat ter, o r only t aken ~vok~d rice and va t e r 1Ji~out engaginb 
i n sexual i nte r course, but h~s he r self r e fra ine d from e ngagin . 
in sexual inte r cours e with h i m and' taking cooked rice and ' 
wa t e r from hi s hands , a nd onl y failed ' t o report the matte r 
because o f Shaul(;, so tha t o t he r relatives have taken cOOkcd 
r ice and ..... a t e r (rr9m the _ hands o f the guilty pc.r~on) O]J. t o r 
i gnorance, she shall be p~n1shed with a f ine of twanty-five 
rupc\"! s because. she supprQ ss~d the infoim",.t1on aJ;ld allowed 
o the r people t o take cooked ~ice and wa t e r (from the ha nds 
o f the guilty pe rs.on) '011 thout any knowle dge 01' his gu1.l t. 
Such ptl,rSOns shall -thon be · granted a w.rit of' -patiya because 
the y had cOII1:-:U.tted thc offe nse out o f i gno rance . . ,~ 

('r o be cont1nue d) 
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§.1.iill.~ion i:q Kumaqn, 1810.A,D,: 

Oh Hargz. $t:.d1 It, 1867 (December 1810l, the . goverllUlent 
of Nepal took a series of. rn,'8asures t o ill:leliorate the condition 
of the peasantry in Kumaun. 

The inha.bitants of the Darma-Bh,p t a.nd Byas-Bhet areas 
submit.ted tile folloWing peti.tion to Kath.'IUlndu: "Every year, 
the amount e;f the revenut: ls ralsea, but no arrangements 
are ill~de fur the welfa re of the ryot::: . j.'iore0ver, the-re is 
no Fouzdar to maintain control. Cohseq~chtly, tne.ryots have 
fled to Jumla, 8es~h:\r, Gr..:h , 01' c t~"18 r _~re?s ~ 'r~~e who remain, 
here are fee11ng ,hssati sf1ed. If Sal<l0 .:.~eolssion ·15 made in 
the revenue, and if Rsdhapcti Pande is app~inted as Fouzda r, 
the ryots who have left the are:;-. may cOfile b3Ck, and we who 
remain here may also b E} able t o po.y Qur dues to the government. \i 

The petition lds, forwa raed to Kathmandu Py Chautariya 
Bam Shah and SUbba Hastadal Shahi,' who, vere incharge. of' the 
local ,admin1strat10n in Kumaun ~t th~t time . The government 
thereupon issued thE: follOwing order: -

. liThe SUiIl of Its 13,312~' as ·as.sessed p:tevi.rusly, shall 
be paid every year to the military companies stationed in 
that territory accortliIl6 to schedules approved by Bhardars­
appointed tor the administration of Kuma\L~. The breakdown 
is as follows:- ' . 

Darma-Bh$t r(S 
, 

, . ' .... 5,156tin cash. 
, .. ~ .. R,s 5', 156i in kind. 

By~s-Bh..t , ... !ls 3,000. in caSh. 

l'otal - Rs 13,31 2t 

"Ryots .. ha .oov:e fled to Besahar llIld other areas shall 
be brought bac_~ and reset_t~ed .. in their preVious holdings. 

. "Radhapat1 Pande _ 'slWli be appointed as Fouzdar f'Qr 
Darma-Bhet and Byas_Bhet for ~ five-year period oh 1jafij 
basis."· 

, A' letter of appcin~cnt as Fouzdar was accordingly 
-' issued to Radhapati -Pande on the same day. He was placed 
under the ob11g3tion of bringing back the -fugitives and 
arraltging for the collection 01' Rs 13 3121- in cash and in 
kind as mentioned 'lbo·18,·. -and for the transmission- of the 
pr6ce~ds to ~ ... ppropry,.te 1J11it;.ary companies. 

'" A separ_;;1.~ . ~rder w-q.s issued to the budhaS . and sayanas 
01 Dnrm~-Bhet and Byas-Bhet' in Kumaun ~nform1ng . them of these 
arrangements nnd d1:r:ect1ng them to help the newly-appointed 
Fou.dar in di~charging his duties. 
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A notiflc~t1on was issued in the neme of the ryots of 
Darma~Bhet and Blas-Bhet who had fled to Besahar, Jumla, Garb, 
and elsewhere similarly lnfOrm1ng ~them of these arrangements 
and directing them t o come· back md reoccupy their holdings. 
The notification added, uWe have also issued a royal order 
in the name of your creditors , directing' them to recover their 
l oans according t o customa ry practlc;3 s . Do not fc.el di ssatisfiod 
on any account. Come back :!nd reoccupy you·r hold.1ngs and pay 
your dues through Fouzdur Ra dhap .'l tl Pnnde. ,. 

The following r oynl order .was issued to moneY-lenders 
who had supplied l oans t o the ryots of Daroa-Bhet_and Byas­
Bhet : iI ~~e h uve recieved reports that be~4use you have cha rged 
interestsin excess of the customa ry ra~es, ' ryots h ave fled 
t o Jumla,. Desaha r, Ga rh .c.nd other ureas and lands have 
rema ined uncultiva ted . in the f'.l.ture, collect interest at 
tull pe rcent yearly :!cco ru1n:,?; t o the system that has been 
customarily rolloved evcrywh~ re . If you collect interest 
1n excess of this r a .:.e , thereby depopula ting the IlrE!a, you 
shall be punished seve rely.': '. 

Heanwhile, the ryots of Fhaldnkot, another area in 
Kumaun , submitted the f ollowing petition to Knthmandu: uIn 
the (Vikrama) year 1862, revenue from this area had been 
a ssessed at Rs 7,000 . Lands yleldLng a: r evenue of Rs 831 
and '1 anna were subsequently as~igned t o the maguz1ne, as 
well as ja~irs t o se veral ~ersons. Bhitan Das . then L~posed 
a new levy called tanlp and· thus raised the amount by Rs 
2,500 so that it rea ch.:ld ~ls 8 ,668 and 15 o.nno.s . \"le are still 
liab~e to po.y this aillount Cs revunue, eVen ~hQugh the company 
ha s been disbanded. As 0. r e su.lt, several ryots have n ed, 
nnd land's hare reaained uncultivated. He wh9 s~ill remain 
he re 'Jill no l onger be nblc t o do so and. continue po.ying 
our dues if the nu,ount arbita.rily increcsed by Bhitan Das 
is not remitted . " . 

The gove r nment thereupon issued the following order 
in the nar:le of the iCam1s1. SnYEmas , Pr~dh:l.~s, and o ther . 
J1midars of Phaldakot~ "uut of th~ QlilQunt of Rs .2i500 .. 1nCreQ~~d 
by Bb! tan D:ts, a sum o r ' Rs 1,285 nnd 3 nnnclS ' shal be rem1 t­
ted. The total ~~ount p~yable on thpk basis will then' be 
Rs 7 ,383 and 14- an...:ls. l'lle breakdown 1.s n s follo"Ws:- '. 

Revenue assessed in th~ 
V1krama year 1862 

Saunef~gu 

Adhanni 10vy 

• •• 

• •• 

• •• 

Total -

Rs 7,000. 

Rs 115 and 2 arinas. 
.. 

Rs 268 and 12 annas. 

lIThis amount shall be tronsmitted ·to 
Company stat10ned in Kiunaun. 
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ilBring back the ryots ",ho have fled to other areas 
resettl-.1 t!leill in their preVious holdings. I ' 

, 
. The follov.ln;; Circler \-las then ' sent to Chaptariya Bam 

Shah and Kaji Rewant:l' f~unwart " . 

OIIn th~ V1krawo. year 1'662, the:: sum of Hs 7,000, aSsessed 
as revenue from PM~d<l.kot, had ooer; ·.::. lloc ~:tcd for the pny­
;:;lent of salaries to the pcrsormcl o f the seven urn ts (Pat c1) 
of the Naya Gor.a~ COi!lpo.ny 3_~.:.ltLJl1ed in Kuo:.un. Subsequently, 
lo.nds yielding <l revenue of 1\5 831 ~nd 1 anna were assigned 
to the magazine" as well as Jagir t '.J q iffc:::-ent persons. Bhitnn 
DQ.s then imposeu a. now I tNY c~llud L .dk;::, [1.nd raised the 
amount of revenue by Rs 2,500, thus ~~king ~ total amount 
of Rs 8,668 and 15 o.nncs. - l 'he .f'illount of l'evenue re:i1~1ned 
unchanged even ;:-.1',ti.:;r the COUpFny wa S disbanded. Because the 
~ount \IUS, more tpan the torr1 t ury could bea r, ry'ots fled 
and lands remaine=-d uncultiva ted. As ::1. _ result, the troops 
are not receiving the:ir sul;;:ri!J s. ':'he ryots who rema.in are 
also f e-aling discontented. -Since ¥If: have received reports 
to ' this effect, we ha.V6 rcconfirmed the revenue assessed 
1n the V1krnmn year 1862 at Us 7,383 ~nd 14 unnaS on 
bu.sis and -"asslgnCld the ,territorY of Phalduk»tto the , 
Gorakh Co;r:pany. ~Je hn~ ls~ued crdc rs t o the ryots to {Bake -
p ~lyme,nts accqfdi.ngly QV&ry year. I:. ' 

' " , -
Chautk;ri~ B~ Shah arid K4ji: Eewnta_ ~n....ar were then 

informed tho.t ~jl ~-iI.: ' S,~.~ ¥d <t)t;'en :,ord9~ _ to make dis-
bursements as ,Follbws:--. .- -'_ . ,~ '~";. -< :'-

, "' - :' . ,-. _ .. t ' , .,' ~ ... ' 
Rs ' ~1· ~P25. ' .,0. ,So.lari.l18. 9£ _"the _-Na~' Gorakh Company, 

. ~ inclu~~nS',s$_vEffl newly-reeru1 tcd 
P:J.t"tiS , .lnO, other ro.nks(l.:ljima). 

Rs 798 

Rs 7,304 

Rs 1 t QQ(2 
f 

. , . . 
. 

Rs 1,009 
., . 

" ,. . , 
••• Al+o~~~ccs ,to do. . . 

. ' ... Allowances" to th~ -four bld Pattis 
and other ranks. ' 

; .~ : _Part piytUerit'~~~:::dnst Rs 2,000 allownce 
. . j of . Kaji AilIar SimhaTbapa. 

, 
, .. 

· ·'~ ~~ · dO . · of ' Kaj1 ,Ranjor Thapa. 

'rotal-lls 15, 1 ~7 .. ". , 

.' . . 
To meet tl11s ,G:tparidituro;f,: .funds wro as follows: 

" " ", '~"" ." . ' 

ReveIii~ ~~lle~ted .:i.rom ph.aldakot , .- •• Rs 7,-383 and .... : annas. 
·do. _ Dhn-1l,i.ya~ot': .'; ••• Ra 1 t 830 ' and 11 armas. 
d~. U~~t- ·-- ~- .,:' , • .-. 'R~ , t 557 

. ' '- ~do'. ' Ph~ta ,:: -, ~"; :. ,: ~ •• ;, Ra '+,355 and '7 annas. 

!\egmi Research Collectign-, ' vole: 
-- . 

28, 
T·otal- I\s15, 217 
pp. 648-57. 



60. 

180 

(Continued 1979 issue) 

If a man or woman belonging to any pure (Chokho) caste 
from a sacred-thread-wearing ' c-aste to one whose touch does 
not " defile water, takes cGoked rice and \roter from the 
hands of any pe rson , or e nC;':~bed in DOXUlll intercourse, 
~nowing full well tha t the la t ter has been ostracized in 
respect to cooke d rice and water for haVing taken cooked 
rice and water from the h unds v f a P '~ l'son belonging to a 
caste whose t ouch defiles \1ater and contamln:lti on th:x:ough 
contact 1011 th whoiIl milst be purified through the sprinkling 
of water, 

and if the f or-ner has been osctraclzed 1n re spect 
t o cooked rice and \ia ter , because a confessional or .statement 
o f h1.5 gull t \fa:; obt, -1 in~d from him, er even before such a 
confesslon~l or stateme~ t was obtained from him or her, he 
or she reported the matter on his or her own initiative,-

and if any office r, funct1on~ry (Hakim D1ttha, B1chari, 
AIilali, D\"la re, 'rhekdar , I jaradar, Thari, Hukhiya, Jimmawal, 
Hihar, Gourung, Jethabadha, Ghaudhari, Mok.add~, ' Theni) or 
other re spectable person', Whq is a local person or 'Who has 
come from another area but kno'Ws that such person has been 
ostra,cized ' in respect t o cooked ric'e and .... ater, does not 
peruse tha confessi onal statement' J or does not understand. 
o r icnores· the fact that he or she ha s already confElssed 
his o r her guilt and. been ostracized in 'respect to cooked 
rice . ." and water~ or suppresses such confessional statement 
out of favori t~sm or fraucl, o r ",rranges t o have a royal 
o r official orqer, or a grant of Patlya, or other document, 
issued with false purt1~ulars, or t o have a~ official order 
or a grant of Pat1ya i ssued by falsely stating that he has 
re'ceived 'sanction t o do so or that he' hus had the matter 
confirmed by the gvye l'nment, 'without ac '.:.ually doing so , or 
that the afrense had been committed out of ignorance, and 
has lifted the ostracization, . 

, and if the case is later' 'discussed at the Kachahar1. 
and it is held that the confessional statement that had 
been obtained previ ously is 'valid and that (the guilty 
pe rsqn) 'should remain ostracized in respect to coa~ed x'ice 
and water, . , 

then the person who is mainly responsible for having 
the ostracizatlon lifted shall h3.ve his share of .his ancestr .. l 
property cOnfi.scated according to the law, deprived of his 
sacred thread, if he belongs to a sacl~d-thread-wearlng 
caste, ostraci zed i ,n respect to cvoked rice and 
'Water, degraded t o q l ower caste, and branded vitn one 
latter of the name' of such ca.-ste if he he s lifted the 
ostracization (::If the guilty person) in respect to ' cooiled 
rice and water, personally taken cooked rice and water will­
fully from the hands (of the guilty person), Or from the 



hands of a pe rsun who "has done SO L and then offered cooked 
rice a nd \later t o membe r s of his l"B.lD.ily and other relatives 
witbout lnfa r:liI'lti them of ·his guilt. 

ihaleve r I 1 f ( such "offi ce r e r runctl ;:.nury) has only 
himself take n c ';;okod rice and \-!ater ( f r om the h",nds o f the 

. ~ul1ty pe rson), and has not offe~d cooked r l ce and water 
f r om his hands t o members of his fa~ilY and othe r relative s 
his· sh':. r e of the ancestral p r ojJcrt,i '.;Lall -not be c ~mfiscated 
no r shall ha be bral'ld.ed i "l tha raa nnc:t" :":0n tioned above . He t 

f;hall only be deg l'~~dcd t t; a l O\lc r' cr...:::t.<: , and also depriv~d 
o f his s&cred- thr ead , if he belongs t o a sacr ed-thread_ 
wearing caste, 

It ( such offi ce r ,,) 1' fUJictionar.y) has not willfully 
taken cooked rice a.nd ,-la t e r (frcm t he hands o f the guilty 
pe rson) i o r f r '1f3. the han.d::: of a pe r sc.n wh~) ha.s done so , 
he Sh b.l be punished h'ith a fine o f Rs 500 " .but shall not 
be deg r aded to a l owe r cas t e . 

If any ;.)fficer .) r functionary (AClali, ,i:iakllD) receives 
info nn&t i.0n abe-u t any case l a whi ch his predecesso r had 
lifted o ::;trhc:1 Za ti:",1 in- r(;:~l'jcc t t c.' cOl)k<:<d rice a nd wate r 
but 1'ails t o di :;;l'f: fI :;C jus tice b(; caus e o f negligence o r ' 
1'uvoritis!n , and S-..:.b3 o.:! quently l ifts sl"lch ostracizati on f. ) T 

o ther p~l'(l0ns in s i:'lih.r cus~s , ht.:l shall be punished \lith 
a fine o f _ Hs 25u anJ (l; I'a.ntc;:d .::.. ..... rit o f l'a tiya f or h a ving 
a llowed th(; u ~a .:,f ' c~·cj{~d rice mld wa ter (from' the hands 
'v r th€: e;uil t..y iJ C1'::;vllJ vU t llo,.) g r uund t ha t his pr'edecessor 
had done so, ~nd him~elf tak~n c90ked .r ice· and water from 
t he t.a.nd ::; ;) f such a per·s o:1. The guilty officer or functionary 
s hall nc t, howo::v t3 l', ue degl'aded t l) a l oV(:r caste. 

Other pe rsons, i iri.cl .... d.ing Tharis, jJ1ukhiyas1. J1mmawnls, 
and i'e spectabl~ .~)er ' sono who ~i 'e p x;~sent lat the Kachaha ri, 
who sign a state;nent t o thE'! e f f c.ct that cooked rice and 
'Hater can be t aken from the hands { :)f ('he guilty person), 

and themse lve s ta~~cn CCQk..:;d rice and wate r 
from his hands, maintaining tl~at thG;.l ~h (the guilty pe rson) 
had been previously ostrac ized in re s~) ect to cooke d 'rice 
and -wate r, '00 action -w;ould be ta!~e:. ag,;l.ins t the o ffice r 
o r functionary f o r having i ,:opu ed a n ,ll'd~r (lifting the 
ostrac,1za t i o n) or gr a!1 t i n; !l writ of - .P~ wherea s (the 
'rharis, ·etc.) should h &ve mll1ntain(":d t:C~,t <.the guilty person) 
shOUld be ostracized in resp ,;;,ct to c1:':Jkcd rice ond water 
even though the .jff1cc r or fun.::tii)fi l:<. r y M d ' i ssued an order 
+1ft1~ the ostraciza ti':· r., shall w gran :cd a writ o f Patiya, 
and p~rs~ns who have taken,c~oked rice and ~~t~ r from their 
hand!: o r t"r ... ill the h s.nds o f ('It.her pe r :3ll'ns who have d one 
S~) , s?.lall .no t be. deGrad~d t o a lO~Ar cc,~~~ •. i!:ach such 
l'unct. i a nary (!-Iukhiya, J]T~Jnaw"..J.l, Thari, '"'I ~Jhar GouruDg, 

· J~ th;),b :Jdh;.l i (:h: .. udh'l r1, rtahuul, 'l'hc kdar , Ijarada r, Thani, 
~ tc •.. sha l . b<: pUliishCd with a fine ,.or h~ 100 if he h as 
~i1: n :: u th..: :;t::...t.el.l..:nt, u r v C Hs 50 il ho .(I~S only state d 
· .. r a lly tlwt t he J!itr:lcizuti"J!l- ~houJ.d· be ~~fted . Pe r son s 
'.H1,1 1\11\.1 oJ l lly :.ald J r:J.lly that the: I.Jstrac~za tion should be 



"lifted, ...,-1 thout signing :0. s t atement , shall each be pUnished 
with a fine o f as 10, and granted a writ of Patiya in respect 
to cooked rice and ",.'ater . ,The y shall not be degraded to a 
lO\iCr caste. 

I f personS \-/hl) have s i Jm:d a document in a fraudulent 
. manner aft e : decidir:.g t h}.;.t tile, o_stl'acization in respect 

t o cooked rlCC o.nd .:u tc:r :,ll~ ' Qrt De lifted, bl1t have not 
actually taken c u() i;:~d ri::e and \iE-.ter ( fr':m'l the -hands of 
the guilty pel'S0G) , <.,', cl if the r.H!tt0r lS r epvrtcd in the 
meantime , the pe ;;:son '.·,ha il.£\d the dOC\l.:lfmt .r~repared shall 
be punished with n fi ne Jf a i; 100 , the "JUrson whJ \<Irate it 
with a fine af ris 50 "md 0t:';'Gr per.::::m":- HID Here present 
at the Kachahari Oil hl~~t oCC'lsinn ~fith :..t fine of Us 10 
each . 

the 
the 
his 

If any person has - t aken c~cked Liee ar~ -wate r (from 
hands of the guilty person) without a ny kn,.:no1ledgc of 
guilt, a writ of IJatiYa shall be 3rarJ.u,c1. in v1i:J"\rI of 
ignorance. N') fine need b~ impused. 

Any pers on who does not pay the fine1mposed on him 
shall be i mprisoned 'according t e the ' la;./ . 

61. If a man of woman belonging to any pure (Chokho) caste, 
from a sacred-threc.d-1Jearing chste to one uhose ' touch does 
no t defile water, t akes cooked rice and water from the 
hands of any perso n, o r engage s in sexual interc9urse, ' 
knowing full well that the lat ter ha~ been osctraclzed 1n 
respect to cOoked rice and 'va ter for having taken cooked 
rice and water frow the hands of a pe~son belonging to a 
caste \'sl.' se touch defiles, \oIater and cJntamination through 
contact wi tb 'whoI:l must be purified. through the sprinkling 
of water, 

and if _the former has been ostra :.: i zed fn respect- to 
cooked rice and water ~cause a confes s ional statement of 
his guilt ,.,ras obta ined from hi!lll or even before such con­

_fess10nal statement wa~ obtained frolD him . or her, he or 
she had reported the matter on nis 'or her .own ,~n1t1at1ve, 

und if any officer, functionary (Hak1m, D1ttha, Bichari, 
AmaIi, Dwre, ·£heitd'::.r, Ijaradar, Thari, Mukh1ya, Jimma",al, 
M1jhar Gourung, Ch&udhari, i-'. okadda!1l, Tbani) or other 
respectable person, .,.tho 1~ a local person, or who ·has come ' 
from a!1o ther a rea but kn.::n.,rs that such person has been ·ostraci 
in respect to cooked rice and wa ter, does not peruse the 

. conf<;ss i onal s tateinent, ,or does not understand that he or 
she has already i":orifessed his or her guilt and been ostracize 
in respect to cvoked rice a nd. \vater, and li-fts the . Qstrac1zat 
through an offici<l:l ora Gr o r ;a writ of Patin on paY1'!leI;lt of . 
a bribe or otht3r iil egal. ,gratH'ication, 1 -
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and if subsequent inquiries rev~ul that the confes sional 
statement that had been obtained previously ls valid or 
that (the guilty pe r sorJ had cQnfes ~ed his euilt on his 
own in1tiative and been ostracized in respect to cooked 
rice and water, and that yhe ostraclzat ion cannot be lifted, 

then the perso n who is lQainl)' r esponsible for h ewing 
the o~ tr<1cization l ifted on .;)ayrflf':nt ~) f ;l. b ribe - shall have 
his share of his ancestr al property cunfiscated according 
t o the law and depriv<;!d vI' his sai.! l·~d thread , if hE belongs .­
t o a sacred-thread-wearing ca3te , ostracized in respect to 
cooked rice atld welter, ut!graued t o the l over cas te; and -
branded 'With 'one l ette r of t he ruune ;,If such -caste on the 
l e ft cheek

i 
a ni t.1.C bribe t .. Jtel1 by h l.lIl shall be confiscated-, 

if h~ has 1fted the ostracizatlon (of the guilty pel'son) . 
in respect to c00ked rice and ~/aterJ personal l y taken cooked 
rice and water willfully froln the hands (o f the guilty 
person), or fr9ID the hands of any person who has done so, 
and then offered cooked ri0e ~nd water t o members of his 
f amily and other r e l a t lves V1. thout informing them of his 
guilt. ' 

However, if ("such office r or functi onary) has only 
himself taken ccokeu rice and water (from the hands of the 
guilty person), {tnd has not offered cooi{ed rice am vater . 
from his hands to members of his f a:J1ily and other relatives, 
his share of the anc~s tral property shall not be confiscated, 
nor shall he -be branded_ in ~e ~anner mentioned above. _The 
bribe t a Ke n by him shall be confiscated and be shall be 
.deprived of his sacred· thread, -if he beiongs t o· ·a sacred­
thread-wearing caste , ~lnd degraded to too l o...er caste. . . 

If (such offi cer or i'unct1.onar:r) has ~t "Willfully 
trken cooked rice and ~ter (from the hands of the guilty 
per~on), or frow the hands of · a person who ha s done so, . 
the bribe taken by him shall be confiscated and he shall . 
be punished with a fine o f Rs 500. but shall not be degr aded 
to the l owe r caste~ 

If -any oTficer · or f"u,.'lctionl:l. ry_ (Alfl:lli, Hakim) receives 
information about any case 1n \.,rhich l">.is p r ede cesso r had 
lifted ostracization in respe"t t o ccok~d rice ' and vater, 
but fails to dispe.nsc justice b~caus·e ef negligence Or 
favor1tism , o r because hc;: , ,has been brib.1d , am subsequently 
l ifts . such ostrac~zation ro~ otner persons i n similar cases , 
the bribe· shall be:-confiS:Cated , and he .shall be punished 
with a fine of Rs 250 , and g~'anted a writ 'of Pat1ya for 
having allowed the use of cooked rice· and water (from the . 
hands of the guilty pe.rsoI1) on the grol.U).d that his predecessor 
had done so· - ant! himself- taken cooked rice and. water from 
the hands of such a person. The guilty officer o r functionary, 
hO\-Icve.r, shall not bEl degraded to the l owe r caste . 
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Other persons~ including Tharis, ,r.1ukh1yas. Jimmawals, 
and respectabl E: p~rsonswho are present at the Kachahari, 
who sign a statel~ent to the e f fec t that cooked rice and 
wate r can be t aken frum the hands (of the guilty perSJn), 
a nd themselves take cljoked rice and wate r from his hands, 
maintaining that tho ,lgh (ti1e gl.l.ilty person) had been ostra­
cized 1n _re s pec t t o cook.,d r i ce and water, no action would 
be t aken ag&inst the officer o r func:ti mar:r f o r having . 
issued an order (lifU.ng the ost.racL~a.tion) o r granting 
a ,,,rit of I'atiya~ 1/hcrt>3s ( the 'Ln .... ri s, ,;: tc.) should have 
maintaiI?ed that ( che guilty per' son) , s:1c..uld be Ostracized 
in re s pec t to cooked rice and ,'wate r eYim though t)le officer 
or functionary hua. issued, ,;:..n ord.s r lifti ng the ostracization, 
shal l be granted a ';.Tit of P<!.t.i'ra and ll €rs.:)ns who have 
taken cook>3d r·ice (l.I~d ..... a"Cer from their h;J,nds , · or from the 
hands of persons who have done so, shall r .. ot be degraded 
to the l ower caste . Each such funct i onary (Hukhiya, Jfl:nmawal, 
Thari, Hijhar, Gouru~lg, Chaudhari, ~~ahato , Thekdar, Ijaradar, 
Thani etc.) shall be punished with a .f"j.ne of Rs 100 if 
he has s igned the s t a tement, or of Rs 50 it: he has only stated . 
orally that the ostraciza tion should be lifted, and the 
bribe he has taken shal l be confiscated. Other persons who 
were present· at the Kachahari and who had signed the state­
ment lifting the ostracization shall each be punished with 
a fine o f R$ 50, and the bribe they have taken shal.l be 
confiscated. They shall be· gr a nted a "rit o f Patiya ·In 
respect t o cooked rice and wnte r and not degraded to the 
l ower caste . . 

I f persons , ... ha have Signed. a document in a fraudulent· 
manner or on payment o f a bribea·fter de·c iding ~at ostracizatio' 
in respect t o cooked ric·e and ·wa ter should be lifted, 
have not actually taken cooked rice a.ud wate r . (from· the 
hands of the .guilty person), a nd if the matter 1s reported 
in the meantim~, the ma1n person re sponsible tor having 
the document prepared on . paJ~ent of a tribe shall be punished 
with a fine of Rs 100; the pers '.m who wrote it .... ith 'a fine 
o f' Rs 50; and othe r person·s ~lho were present at the Kachahari 
with a. fine ·of Rs 10 each, and t he bribe taken by them shall 
be confisca ted~ 

If any person ~ho has taken cooked rice and water 
(from the. hands of the guilty person) without any knowledge 
of the guilt, a writ o f P:J.t1ya shall be granted 1n vie", 'of 
his ignor ance. Ho fine need be imposed. . 

(To be continued). 



-'l'he Kathmandu Valley Entrcpo t Trade 

By 

Mahesh C. Regrui 

1"01' several centuries, a l a rge :::ho.re of the commerce 
between northern India and central Tibet was channelled 
thn,ugh K8 trunandu ·V:ll.l~y . Indeed, the comparative affluence 
of this region has tradi t i onally bee ~l associated 'Nith its 
position in a 'Wel:l.~dcvclolJed trnns-Hi"mlayan trade system.' 
\-Ie shall here ;nake an 5.tteillpt to discuss the background of 
this trade

l 
the nature of the coma:aoditles that were exchanged 

and the po icies nnJ measures th<it s i.lccessive governments ' 
during the ninete~nth ceutuI'Y adopted with the objective 
of exploiting it as a source of " revenue. 

He ,~ '~y com.nence this discussion \"ith an enumeration 
of the f<~ct:Jrs that contributed to the" status of Kathmandu . 
as a cc:m;.e r o f entrepot trade . A glance a t the map will 
show: that the l~epal Himalayas cOloprise about 18 pa sses 
leading to the Tibetan plateau, t\,.o of the most accessible 
of ..... hich are s itua tad atll\/art Kathmandu Vliley 81d lead 
to the Tibetan border trading centers of Kerung ·and Kuti. 
Whereas ~ost of the o ther passes are situated at an altitude 
of more th.an 17, 000 feet and hence are ·snowl?ound almost 
through the year, t:lle p~sses leading .t o i<e rung and .Kuti 
have an a ltitude of b.et\.,reen 13,Oqo and 14-,000 feet and 
are "usually not t o tally impa3sl;lble ;n ..... interll.2 The Kerung 
and Kut1 routes ,~ re thus the shortest and most convenient 
routes bct\.,reen northern Ill!iia and Tibet. The towns of 
Kathmandu Valley a nd of Patna in Billor we re the main links 
in the· trade that was conducted along those r?utes. 

There vas ye t another reason why Kathmandu was preftlrred 
as a center of . the e ntrepot trade. Unde r a treaty Signed 
bet ..... een Ka thmandu a nd Tibet during th·c r~ign of King Pratap 
Malla (1641 ... 74), traders from KathmanUu "Were permitted to 
·open establi~hments in Lhasa ~d conduct trade free of any 
duties or other ' charges. T1b(:lt e.ls·o ag reed that all trade 
¥/i th India . should be . channelled through Kathmandu Valley 
1n preference to other ·r outes. Provision was made that coins 
for circulation in Tibet should 'be minted in. Kathmandu, and 
that Tibet woUld eith~r pr,ov1de the silver required for 
thol r minting or pay in gold.3 The treaty thus strengthened 
tn6 position of Nepal1 traders vis ... a-vis their rivals from 
diffi:rcnt parts of India as well as econofllic links between 
Kathmandu and Tibet • 

. rh~ i·k:· .... ar traders 'of Ku.thmar:du Valley \!Iho were engaged 
in trado \~ith 'ribut constituted a ' well-organized community . 
1/1 UU.L:.;a the cOl~ity W!lS headed ·by one of its .senior members 
~allcd d:akali, who acted as 1~s chief spokes.man.4- There ' 
w;.;. ,.; al$·:J an official calh:d na1ke to collect taxes from the 
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traders on behalf of' the government of Nepal. 5 The naike 
assisted another official, known as to exercise 
judicial authority ove r the Newar ty for 
the courtg of Nepal had no jurisdic tion over Newar traders 
1n 1'1bet. Overall control and supervision of trade bet"1een 
Ka thmandu Valley and Tibet "''as exercj.uad by an official 
called the '£aksa ri, or U superintl:!ruient o f the mintll. 7 The 
term t a\(sy lileans a ·yl.1. ce \/h0rc c·) ins iU'e Illinted, and ;raksa ri 
mas t tO r o f mint. The·a·s 50 (: i[' ti (m of t h(; 1'altsari ... '1 th the 
Ka thmandu-Tibet trade .Jbviouslj~ ::la t ccl b ack to the period 
when silver coins ,.,.", r e minted in Kathmandu f o r circulation 
in Tibet. The l'aksuri ':r3S the final uuth'-:: l'ity for the 
settlement o f bus i ness and dorllestic dispute s ,arc.ong Newr 
trade r s engag<:d i n t r'ade '.:ith 'l'ibet. Be also presided over 
the infra-com;nunal Panchayats \.,rhich settled disputes among 
trade rs of all catego r ies in Kathroandu Valley. 

Kashmiri and Gosain Trader.§ 

In addition t o the Newal~ s of Ka thmc.o.ndu, two categories 
of traders from Indi~ were actively engaged in the entrepot 
trade between northern Indi a and Tibet through Kathraandu 
Valley. They were Huslim traders from Kashmir and the Gosains 
of northarn India. The KaslbJliris had their headqua rters 
in Banaras or :'atna . They carried on trade not only between 
India and Tibet ' through Kathmand\l but also between Tibet 
and China. Indeed, they had extensive commercial intere s ts 
throughout India and East Asia and had establishments 
in Lhasa and all the princi pal towns o"f Tibet. The other 
group o f Indian trade! ~ engaged in the Kuthmandu Valley 
entrepot . trade consisted of G:>sains, who had 11 vcry extensive 
es t ablishments" in both N;:;paJ. and Tibet. The Gosains were 
actually members of an ascetic sect a nd so have been descrip.-,d 
as the trading pilgrims of India.9 KathmEmdu W~tS thus an 
important center o f COTil:.nerce for trade rs fro_m different part:: 
of India, Tibet , and, o f cuursc.:, i.'lepal itself. As Ippolito 
Deside ri, a Capuchin pr:+cst who travelled through Kathmandu 
in early 1722 on his way back to Rome from Lhasa, has 
re corded: 10 , , 

The city uf Kathtnandu, sit.uated. on E'. 'plain,' is l a rge, 
and it contains wany hundred th()l;loJand inhabitants 
and has a fe..,' hands cme buildings._ l'her'J is much couunercl.: 
in this p~aces, as ma.ny Tibetans e.nd Heathens from 
Hlndustan come here to trade, and me rchants from 
Cascimir have ofi'ices and shops in the .t o~n. 

The Kathmandu Valley entrc:pot trade ·""fiS thus confined 
to a small body of trade rs operating from a sCla1.l area~ The 
1830s perhaps r epresented the peak period ·in the growth of . 
that trade, for, according to Hodgson. the- volum~ of N<::pal' oS 
trade with India and Tibet increased by neurly 300 pcrc(~ nt 
during the 15-year period following the -Nepal-British war. 
But- even at that time, l ess than 100 traders app~ar to h~v~ 
been engaged in the c ntrepot trade. As Brian H. Hodgsun has 
recorded:11 
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It appears th~n that at t~s present t1m~ there are 
in thG gruat tovns dt the valle y o,) f Nepal, f1fty-t~ 
na tive 'and· th:i,rty-fo ur Indian' merchants engaged in 
f Of l.:ign cum:nctce , b oth.\11 th the South a~ the Nc rth • 
••• A third of s~ch of th~se merchant~ as arc natives 
o f" the plain's h tw a corn€> up sub ~. i,:u('nUy ,t o the establish_ 
ment o-f th'e- Residency i n 1B16. 

T f'lde Route s . 

Although the Kc rung and :-:ut1 r()u t(: ~ through Kathmandu ­
Valley met tFie n~cds of the trad\.! bc tw~cn northern India 
and 'fibe t t o a cvn!lida r abl c e:r.:t~nt, the nll tu re of the t e rrain 
through which the se r out es pass",d. , cu d the virtual absence 
of any effort t o i:,.l.prove tli~it condi ti.:;n, made the entrepot 

, trade through Kathma ndu Valle y an a'rduQus a nd. ha zardous 
.. undertaking. Th~ Kurunt,!; r oute 11':;;5 ,., (:; st'Wa rcl from Kathmandu 
through Bb.b, ju and Jitpur ;across the '~akan1 hill t o Rasuwa­
chok on the borde r and from there t o the Tib~tan to'wn or 
Ke rU{lg. Froo. .Katlunandu, Ke rung lies at a distance of' 141 
k11oJ:lat~rs, • ... hl.ch_ th~n was usually cov~red in e1ght days. 
The' rO}lt.e to Kut1 was sho rter by ton k11oiIle t ers, but was 
more arduous a nd s o required one day In ~) r~.1 t · 11<::s eastward 
from Kattuur. nuu through SWlkhu and Li:3t1 t o Kodar1 on the 
border ,j.n Si.ndtlupalchok d13tr1ct, a.nd froe there t o the 
T1bet!J.ll . towp of ·:}uti. ~rtc ·r trav~lling 19 days 'from K~:rung, 
and 16 ·days . 1'J'911;1 K,4tt" trD~rs roach~d tt1~ town q( Digarcha , 
from- Wh~N L;1a/i>.o, ,, l1er<" · at./ a 'd1s,tance ot 273 ki1omet;ers, ..... hich 
c ould hi:! ·c uv\..rCd'.,1n 1 dC1ys . 1qorc~. "A-' juarney from- Kathmandu 
t u Lh ..... :;u thus . Nl{uiN4.; ~bout --38 ' days tHrough Kenmg and 
aouU: t 36 .days ; t:hroIig;hcK~t1.1?:':';I. <; " "", ,.. . ...... . '. '. ' 

'"_ .. ,. • : ' .. " , ' ,. . • '·1 '" , ' . _ _ ... ... ,~ , ,.,.,;!;_ .~ .... , ",.>- J'p ' . .. -, - : . ~, , ..• 

.. -It ~Y~ .woz:th,,!hil~ ·,·to · s~ar1lze the ~b.servations 
and '~XpE::rl.13nce .,qf .so~e. ",esui"t ·ml.ss1?naries. who tra,velled 
throU:gh 'tn;:'se r outes during thtt ;sE::venteenth and eighteenth 
centur1.es. In' 1661, ' Fathe,r Grueber, ' a ' • .iosuit priest ..,orking 
in Peking, passed .t h r ough Kuti and l';atiunandu ori his way t o 
rtld1a.~ . He deS.cr1b..::s , '~ MU "of. ummrpassed alt1tUde',- 's o 
h1:gh" :t.hut. travelie.rs, can .scarc.ely ' br.~athe ..,hen they reach 
the t pp, - ~o ;.~'teny.,lltt::!d is the.,air"; nnc;i adds: 13 .. 

( , ~..' . . -,.' " , 
-1\.1' sUrrupa.r . no one ~an cro~s i .t · without- gra~ely r1sking 
'his , 11fc ' beca~~9-: or the po1'Sonous exhal.at1ous of 
ci,;rt'a1h he rbs. ·Ncither .carts nor horses can pass 

,- th~s Way :b9'c~se: of ~he terrible ' p~c1plces . and the 
.' stre tch(: s 9t , ~ock~ ptlth •.. T·he. \lh~lc.. journey has to be 
. don~ : lln. foo~,. . ! : : \" ' . 

, '."'" .• ,' ',i. , , ' . - . " .; ' - ., ~-

'J~nother ' Ji.!S.U1t 'mi"sslonaEY" ~,th ... r ,..pe:s!l..derj., who' travelled 
.tprou·gt, .' i;:u t.+ abol.!t .. ~~f 8 ' c9~1tury.,: l.atc: r, ~1.m11arly speaks 
01" tht; ;~ r-l'igbtM~p'~C1P!-q,?S '~ >,P!l~ the Kut1 route aQd ~entions 
additf6nai ' hazaros;11f . , ". . "", .... ~ -- .' ......• .. 



, 
The road skirted frightfu~ prec~p1ces, and we climbed 
mountains by hol.es just l a rge -enough to put one's 
t oe into , cut oJ.t of th<: r ock lik~ a staircase. At 
one place a chasm was Cl';')SS0d b~r a long plank only 
the width o f a man I s f oot, while the wooden bridg ",: s 
OV8r large rive rs flowing i n the deep vall02ys swayed 
and oscillated mvst al.il ltDingly. . , 

, ' , 

Indeed, the Ku t i route has been d~scrib:;d as ;Ionc of the 
!!los t dang,;r olls i n the whol e HLnalayan rangeH .15 The Kerung 
route was · sorue' .. hnt less ardUOu.3 , bu t s till "steep, loose, 
and diffic ul VI. 16 . _ 

The routes l eading frolu Kathlllandu Valley to the south 
we r e , of cour:;;z, IGB S hazar rlcus because of the nature of 
the t errain) but even then sub j c~ted traders to considerable 
hards hips. Kathlllandu Valley ,{as the n c~,r.n ,~cted with the 
south through two ruutes. 'Onc r oute lay throUgh Sindhull­
Gadhi east of' Kathm;:.ndu , and the other through Ch1sapanl­
Gadhi in the south. Thz Sindhuli-Gadhi route19 appears to 
h ave gradually falle n into disuse early dUring the nineteenth 
c~ntury. ' , 

The other I".Ju t c from Kathcl.andu t OVlard the south lay­
t~rough Thankot, Chitl~ggJ Chlsa~ani, Bhimphedij ' H1~a~~a, 
B1Chakhori, and Parsa. ' Between Pars~ e nd Hitaura; the 
road was livery good for l oaded cattle" ~ 19 and 'Ipassaole 
by bullock-carts during the dry season 20 From Hi taur.~ to 
Ka thutandu, hQw;~ve r, th r~ r()ad was "utterly impassable during 
the p",riodlcal r a ins'; ~21 As Hamilton has noted: <lThe road 
ove r this mountain called Chisapani, is on the whole _fatiguiw; 
nor \oIill it admit o-r any load boaing tr,!Icsported by cattle il 22 -
Porters were, thureforu,- ,the only means of trans-portation.~3 
It usually took three or four da ys f or a porter to reach 
Kathmandu from Hitaura. 24 . . , 

Hitaura was the main ccntcr for the movement or~oods 
betwe~n Kathmandu Valley. and India. 25 In '1'661 t Fathe'l'_ GrUE:1;~r 
had described Hitaura as possessing n u pcnnanent buildings, ' 
though the re w.:.: re 6any stra'r/-bul1t huts und the office of 
the tax:--gathercr.-2 In 17~, ·KlrkPatrick described Hitaura , 
,I though a ph,ce of such .:lccasional r esort on a cco¥Ilt of its 
b e ing the center of all th;.::, cormacrce _carried on between 
Hepaul and the Vizie r's as wGll ,as the ' Company' s western 
possessions,1I as \'but- a miserable vi:!,lagc , containing frOll 
fifty t o sixty houses;! .27 Hore than four decades . later _ 
Hltaura was still no thlne, illore than \la considerable vihagl,,;'· 
in th..:; cold seasl' n) because lithe ' place', is alcost des(!ttc~d ". 
from Ap-ril to November 6n accOW1t of;' the, ,~, . o;r .malar1:Clu!; 
fev~r., w

2
bich is d;;adly .to all except ',thQ :~~.~v~.~ , or th~ . [,_ 

Tarai ,I. tl , '. ' ~ , 
- - . '. 

By the ~arly ~ars of the nineteenth century A howejor, 
the road between Bhimphedi and Hi taura- had b:Ccn sutf1ciently 
improved to p~rmit the transportation o~ ' goods on the back 
o f oxen up t o Chisapani. 29 During the, 18605, it was improyed ' 



and bl'idg.;:; s · ",Jure c0nst~cted at .~everal places. 30 Beyond 
Bhimph..:di, h.cwuver, it remained "a lll~re Pag-dandi or foot­
p'-!.tt! UV(; l' U.l\,: hills, .itJ1passabl(~ for lud~n buasts of burctenll)1' 

G0UU:'; irupoJrted into Kathmandu Valley frum Il'J,dia wt:re, 
th,o".j'o,'o through port;::rs. They .... ere: packed 
ill "U"U"' . ~~~~~~'ih~OUCh. E~ch such loud was called a 
~..3 goods we re r'~'PaCked in pakkuload 
uf 10 onwaru t rc.l.n~it. tu 'l'ibo.;t il0Wing to 
the cxt;; lC""tit;S of· the !'of:ld, which uill not pcmit 
a \Dan to carry ruoro;.: th<ln thr.t ,",'eight upon his backll • 

The y,:!n,: r:.ll c .. :.rldit1(Jn of thl.: l" _l utr..:~ thr'ough which 
tr;ide was co nduc"tlOd between n-:Jrthcrn. Iml.1a and Tibet through 
Kathruandu Valloy ..... ?s thus depl.orable;, As Hright wrote in 
18.77 \.nth an t,lr:!d.:rstandabl-.: measure of' exaggeration, '~As 
long ~~ tho.,; l''''lJS b..::t'w;.;cn British India 3.1?d Nepal, and 
bctwo:;:(-'D i'iuVal a .. ld Tibet, I'C1.i.ain &s tr...ey are at present, 
any trade \-11th the 11f-st-116J1l.L::U cO\.U1try I conceive to be im­
practicabl.:::.1~33 Entrepot tradt: .... as , thc:t;cfore,1 confin~d 
for th~ most par't t o articlG"S of gNat value and small 
bulk; 

Composi tiop o f Kath:.la:l.du Val1",y Entrepot 'frade 

In a ro..:poI't pr..::.p<.:.r<::J in 1830-31, Drian H. Hodgson 
has givo..:I1 a oo.;t: •. il.;:d 8.cC·..lu.nt of thE.; .Jntrcpot trade butwe:en 
north<=: 1'n India arid. Tib<.) t thr;:ugh K;,.thlJl.andu Valley. 'fhe 
fullu\Jillg, t~bhs h:..I.vIJ bo.,;o..:f.I coJlllpilcd .0n the basis of that 
account: jlt ' 

1. Pt:::arls, corals r amber, etc. 

2. Cotton, silk, and other goods 

3. Sugar, spices and tobacco 
4. Indigo 
5. Otter and other skins 

6. English glasswaru, cutlery, 
looking-glasses , e tc. . 

" , } . 

7. Opium 
S.Other goods 

, 

a.nd 
Goods imported' into Ka tiunandu Valley 

rc'exported to I ndia were as follows: 
. . ,. , 

In Mohar Rs 

Rs 183,500 . 
Rs 113,700. 
Fts 15,700. 
Rs 12,000. 
Rs 3,100. 

Rs 2,700. 
Rs 2,000. 
Rs ·24,200. 
Rs 356,900. 

rl'Om Tibet 
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Particulars o f Goods IlnDort~d f r om Tibet and RGexported 
t o Ind ia Through Kat hlr,andu Valley. 1830-31 

In Hohar Rs 

Gold Rs 175,000. 

Musk Rs 70,000. 

Silk, wool cn a nd o the r gu:)ds Hs 27,400. 

Bor ax Rs 13:'000. 

Ha ri t al Rs 12,000. 
. 

Tea Rs 2,500. 

Ot;h(:;r goods Rs 6 , 200. 

Rs 306,100. 

COIlLllOdltii:! S o f ikpali u rigin wht ch ,.,re r e e xp0rwd to 35 
Tibe t included iron and rice, coarse cotton cloth, copper, 
and, b e f or e thf.l Gorkhali- conques t, mi rlt.::d colna ge.3b 

In 1860 llirkhi duty on goods cxport(:; d from Kathmandu 
Va lle y t c Tibe t yi l.:ldcd Rs 4 , 456, while kira nLduty yie l ded 
Rs 6,028.37 It 

may be correct t o a 3sUUlt:J tnat these amounts r epresent the 
proceeds o f ni·rkhi &nd kirana dutie s on goods of Nepal! 
o rigin that wQr e e xported t o 'ribet. T:lking thc8ge neral 
rate of nirkhi duty a t 1-!- perccnt ad va lorem,.} and of 
kirana at 2 p <.:l rce:nt,39 the total value of Nepali good~ 
exported t o Tibut may b e . e stiu:'.J. t ed Bl t approximately Rs 
300',000 in tha t yuar. , . _ 

Entrcpot Trade as CL S01,ltce of Revenu,e. 

The Kathlnandu Valley e ntrepot trade has traditionally 
been an i .n-portant so-..:rce of reVenue.i -f o r the rulers. Indee'd, 
the absenc'e af any r e fcrenc lO: to other SlJurces of tax revenue 
in the three kingdoms of this region bGfore the Gor~ali 
conques ts possibly indica"te s thOotitlit constituted by far the 
most i mportant source of r evenue. The si tuat10n o-f cou rse, 
cha n ged a fter politica l ' un1f1cat1l1n, but Ncpal.;.Tibet . trade 
remained an important s ource o f rev(:nUG throughout the nine­
teenth century. 

As no t ed pr:Bviously, Newar traders in Tibot WCrt unde r 
the jurisdiction of thl) govcrruJ(;:nt of NI,;;Plll, rather-.than 
of the Tibetan gove rW';\cmt. Tho latter had no authority. to -,.:~ 
collect any taxes from them. On the other hand, the - govcrnmcn~ 



of Ucpal coll.-~ct,.;d custumary f l.::<7; s an~ payments from "trader's , 
merchants, and rotail ShDpkccpers b~longing to all the 32 
coramel'cial houses' ; in Tibv t through the chief of the Newari 
trading community there . That functi onary kept one-sixth 
o f the pr0f;.',:t:d3 fCll' himself znd transmitted :the balance to 
Ka~hraandu. 1 The gQVer:u.'l0nt of N~pal, in addition, appointed 
a ,Judge to adjudicJ.t€ in disputc;s aiilong the Newarl traQ,ing 
community in Lhasa; th8 i'inGs and pC:1n.lti8 S col1.ecte-d by 
that official while dcsp,m.3}l1{~ jus tle ,~ co.)flsti tutcd yet 
another sourco of T6venue.~~ 

A sp..:;.cial tax ".,:as coll.:..:q.cd fri).] ii(:war trader~ on 
their return h,-,m~ from Ttbct, Itj at 2.::..:;':.3~1 Its 3 each .• 
Kirkputrick45 has ruco rdlJd ·th::-.t ;l ull r;jf;rch':,!lts, n2.tiv8S t)f' 
Nepaul, on returning thither a fter &. !'l.sidenc/i.; f t)r <:lny time 
at Lehassa, Dig ,'S~ rbah or other- parts of' '!'ib{.) t .;1 paid a tax 
of' seven ~oln§ ~f' gOI~ each. However, the info rmation lacks 
-cradi tibili ty. Kirkpatrick has hll'lsclf not~d at another 
plac~ th~th~ , official procurement price of gold was Rs 
8 a tola. A tax o f seven J~.oJ .. ~ of gold thus mea..'lt a pay_ 
ment of dt least Rs 56. It is difficult tu b olievc that a 
Ncwa~ trader was obliged t o pny such ~ big amount as tax 
each time he visited his home . 

Finally, metal utensils ~nanufactured in Kathmarxlu 
Valley wure officially stamped biJfor~ thoy \~ere approvJd 
for export to Tibet., and 1'(:0£ were collvct..:d from the _ 
exporters in consideration of such approvul. Similar stamp­
in.g feus wer~ collcct~d from impol'tQrS be fore cloth· or 
~crc~ndise 1oport~d by them from Tibet were released for 
saIl:. ~ Howevur

j
, no 1nfonnat1vn 1s available about'thc ' 

rates of th~s .. ,; wos. .. . 

Customs duties were loVted on goods import~d into 
Kathmandu Val,l~y from Tib~t, but no inforUlation is availabl~ 
about thuir ,ratos. In 1861, s~lch duti~s yielded a r;3"venuc 
of Rs 5,489.'+ts Th0rEl were also transit duti~s on such 
guods, known as • These d·J.tics wcre collected· at 
various points r out ..... s butween Kathnlandu and the :·, 
Tibetan bordcr

t 
including Sankhu and Listi on the Katru~andu­

Kut1 routu~ and Syafru and Tir;luro OD the Kathmandu-Kerung 
route-.'+9 . 

Taxation was not the solo Genns through which the 
government hrad1ti:')nally sought to absorb the economic 
surplus gcn(;ra ted by trade r·s. Honcpoly trade 111 specified 

. goodS imported from Tib~t constituted a supplementary source 
of _ revenu~. Those monopol1GS- included at least three ·items 
1.1l1Portcd from Tib,Clt ~ si1 v,?r t gpOd, and borax. ;.Ji th regard 
to silvl.:r, K1rkpatrick wrl.tos:' .. . . 

All the silver brought into Nepaul from Tibet, in 
thl: way of C0L.lillerCe iilUSt be carried to the '.mint at 
Khat:llando, n)' Silver bullion being allowed to pass 
into Hindustan. In exchange far his bullion, the 
merchant rQc(.;iv0S NepaUl rupees, the govurnmcnt 
·deriving profit -of twelve percent, from the transact­
ion:; four parcent: b<3ing chargl;d an account of COinage, 
and eight arising from -the alloy of the rupee. 




