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Bara, Parsa, Kautahac, Surlohi and ilahottari Districts
in 1948-19

(Excerpts from a survey report prepared by the Department
of Industrial and Commercial Inteiligence of the Government
of Nepal during 1943-49 A.D.).

The Tarsi districts of Bara, Persa, tiautahat, Sarlahi
and Mahottari ere situated between lctltudes &143'3'5"i and
27125% § and longitudes 84'37% and 86'10" L, Statistics of
area and population are as follows:- '

District Area Populaticn
(8q. miles)
Bara 128 178,624
‘Parsa 434 . | 104,820
Rautahat 378 168,226
Sarlahi - 563 129, Gk
Mahottari 843 330,999
~ Total - 2,646 T 912,613

Dencity of population per square mile is thus 344, 9.

Although several rivers flow through these districts,
agriculture depends mostly on rainfall, Masonry dams have
been built on the Manusmara and the Kakuti rivers.

The number of hospitals, Ayurvedic clinics and private
dispensaries is as follows:- .

District Hospitals  Ayurvedic Private
. . clinics dispensaries
Bara 1 X L
Parsa X % ‘ >
- Rautahat ™ 1 ! X X
Sarlahi 1 1 5
Mahottari 1 3 X

The govermient operates one vernacular school (Pathshala)
each in Bara, Parsa and Kautahat, 2 in Sarlahi, and 3 in
‘Mahottari. There is also one basic school -in Mahottari. The
" number of public schools is as follows:-

District- High Schocls Secondary Schools

Bara X 1

Parsa | 1 1
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Rautahat . 1 1
Sarlahi X | | 1

Mahottari 1 L

There are railway lines from Amlekhigunj to Haxaul, fre:.
Jayanagar to Janakpur, and from Janakpur to Bijelpura, The
Janakpur-Bijelpura line is closed during the monsoon, There
are no hard-surface roads,. |

~Birgunj town is developing day by day because it is
cituated on the main route comnecting Kethmandu with India.
Other important settlements are Thori in Parsa district, Gau:
in Rautahat district, Maloungwa in Sarlahi distriet, and Janu..-
pur in Mahottari district,

| Agriculture is the main occupation of the people.
Agricultural lands are of two categoriess dhanahar (irrigate.,
and bhith (unirrigated)., The minimum rates of land tax on
lands of' these two categories are Rs 5 and Rs 3 respectively
in Indian currency. During 1948-49, a-special levy has been
imposed in fara, Parsa and Hautahat districts at the rate or
1+ maunds of-paédy on each bigha of land. The levy is payabl.
in cash at the conversion rate of Rs 8 in Indian currency
per imaund. In other districts, the levy amounts to Rs 1 and
12 annas per bigha., - '

Tobacco is cultivated on a large scale in Mahottari
district, particularly in the Godar region. The average yiel.
is 10 or 11 maunds on each bigha. Lach maund of tobacco fetc:. .
a price of Indian Rs 100. Cotton is not generally cultivatea,
but in recent years the government has made arrangements to
supply seeds to farmers through local revenue offices. Howev.:,
people are not paying much attention to the cultivation of
the crop. Mustard is growing on a large scale in the Chitaun
and Thori areas. People from the adjoining hill areas brine
ghee and mustard for sale in Thori and take back salt, iron
and spices. At present, exports of mustard have been banned,
The current market price is Rs 21 in Indian currency per
maund. Linseed is cultivated on a large scale in Bara and
Parsa, as well as in Hautahat and Sarlani, Sesame and castor
are also grown to some extent, . |

The cultivation of ganja has become very popular thes.
days. The local price is Indian Ks 10 to Rs 15 per seer, whcr
in India the comuodity can be sold easily at Indian Rs %0 to
Rs 50, although there is.a strict ban on its sale in that.
country, There is a ban also on the sale of opium, but its
cultivation is very profituble. The local price ranges betwe..
Indian Rs 80 and 160, whereas in India it can be sold eacily
at between Indian Rs 200 and Rs 270 per seer. Opium is culrt:-
extensively in Bara and Rautahat districts.
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Average prices of agricultural commodities, compiled on
the bais of 10 principal markets in the region, were as
follows in 1940 and 1948:-

Indian rupees and annas

Comanodi ty Unit 10 1948

 Puddy Maund Rs 2-12 Rs 10-8
Rice N do " Rs 4= 6 Rs 18
Gram do Rs 2-12% Rs 12-8
Rahar pulse do Rs L4-8 Rs 16-8
Khesari pulse do Hs 3-8 Rs 10-8
Mas pulse do Rs 3-8 Rs 17-8

" Maize . do Rs L4-8 Rs 14-8
Millet (Lodo).- do Es 3=k Rs 10-8 -
Mustard Ao Rs 5 Rs 21
Linseed do Rs. 4-8  Rs 19
Tobacco do Rs 15-8 s 99-8
Ganja - seer -+ Rs 10 Rs 20

Prices Df selected goods 1mported from India were as

followsz-~
Indian rupees and annas

Description . Unit_ 1940 1948
Sugar Maund Rs 9-8  Rs 15
Matches Gross s 2 Rs 6-12
- Soap Maund Rs 16 Rs Lh-l4
Kerosene oil Tin | ns 4« Rs 18-8
Dhoti Pair Rs 2-8 Rs - 8-8.
Sari ' Pair Rs 2-8 Rs 9-

Per capité availability of paddy is as follows:-

District Population Cultivate )-Totalgggddx' Per
. area (bigha) production capita
- - area (i naunds)  (Baund)

Bara 178,624 122,365 = 2,447,300 8
Parsa 104,820 - 65,651 1,313,020 10
Rautahat 168,226 e, 174  1,883,k80 10
Sarlahi 129, 94k 139,193 2,783,860 15

Mahottari 330,999 53,115 1,062,300 - 10
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The followlng factnrles are be1ng operated in thls
regioni-

Birgunj Match Factory: The fuactory was started on November
E 1933 with a Cdpltal of Indian-Rs 175,000 subscribed
entlrely by 19 Nepali shareholders, There are 72 workers,

The factory produces 100 to 200 gross match-boxes in a 9-hour
shift everyday. All but four of the workers and employees
are Nepalis. Wood is procured locally, while paper and
chemicals are imported from India. The manager complalns thiat
the machinery has bccome worn-out,

Birgunj Cotton,Hlll. The mill was started in 1943 with a
capital of Iis ?DD 000. It has 250 workers and employees, of
whom 114 are aliens. The mill requires 1,250 bales of cotton
and 1,620 tons of coal every year, which are imported from
Indla. About 2 bales of yarn are produced daily in a 10~hour
shift., The yarn is consumed inside Nepal.

Birgunj Electric Supplxqgurnoratlgn. This concern has just
been opened and has not yet started supplying power. It

plans to generate 225 k.w, of power through diesel EnglnES.

Birgun] Cigarette Pactg_x Machinery-is still being installbu
in this factory for the production of 1low-grade cigarettes,

Birgunj Ceramics Factory: The factory had been started in
1942 with a capital of Rs 100,000, but is now closed, Efforts
had been made to float addltlonal shares worth Rs ?5 000,
but the response was poor.

Kailas Rice and Flour Mills in Birgunj: Capital: Rs 250,000,
Capacity: 0 maunds of paddy daily. Employment: 132.

Jagadamba Rice and Flour Mills in Birgunj: Capital: Rs 70,000,
Capacity: 100 maunds “of paddy daily. mmployment. 21 SN =

Gorakhnath Rice and 0il Ml 1s Ltd 4in Malangwa Sarlahi
district: Capital: Rs 190,000. Capacity: 500 maunds of paddy

daily. Employment“ 50.

Mahalaxmi Rice, 0il and Flour Millg Ltd in Bishnupur, Sarluh;
district: Capital: Rs 300,000,

Sitaram Rice and 0il Mills in Kalaiya: Capital: Rs 350,000.
Capacity: 300 maunds of pgddy daily. Employment:  300.

Sitaram R and 0i s in Mahinathpur, Mahottari district.
Capital: Rs 250,000. Capacity* 500 maunds of paddy daily.

Janaki Rice an@_DllFM1113 in Janakpur. No particulars are
available,

The Nepali currency is not in_circulation anywhere in
these five districts,

S L L
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hevenue Settlement in Tinthapaula, 1825, A.D.

The Tinthapaula area of Chharkabhot comprised nine
villages, each of whom had a headman known as Tolpa. These
headmen collected revenue from the local inhabitants and
transmitted the proceeds to the district administrator (amali)
through a functionary called Jimmawal.

On Poush Badi 2, 18382 (December 182%), a royal order
was issued revising the revenue settlement in these nine

villages under the thek-thitld system, The 56 households
comprising the nine villages were made liable to the follow-

ing payments on.a non-remissible basissi-

Sirto cos ' Rs 1,684%
Asmani coe Rs 1113}
Total Ceee - Rs 1,790,

From this amount, the Tolpas were allowed a commission
of Rs 74, thereby reducing the tax liability to Rs 1,788%.

In consideration of that payment, the Iolpas were
allowed to retain the proceeds of the following taxes and

~ duties:- | 5

(1)_§irtn, a tax colleéted from each household,

(2) Jiya-dastur, literally,-a tax collected from eaeh individual.

(3) Duties on the calves of yaks and stud horses.
(%) Saunefagu, . a tax collected on each "roof",
(5) Banaulo tax on forests, ‘

(6) Chudo. The meaning of this term is not known.

(7) Danda Kunda, or fines and penalties collected in the
course of the administration of justice. :

(8) Maryo-aputali, intestate property.

(9) Chek-Chakui, i.e. fines collected from persons of non-
sacred-thread-wearing communities guilty of adultery..

(10) Amilan-Rakam, or payments due to local administrators.
(11) Mal-Pota,. tax on agricultural lands.

- The following sources of revenue were reserved for the
government under the thek-thiti arrangements:-

(1) Raja-Anka, or royal levies.

(2) Kalyan-Dham, or treasure troves. |
. . \
' (3) Fines and penaltiés collected’ from persons guilty of the
following crimes:- : :



(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)

_(1)

(2)
(3)

(%)
(5)
(6)

(7)

(8)
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(a) Homicide.
(b) Cow slaughter,
(c) Armed assault.

(d) Incest with hadnata relatives, and with those belong-
ing to the same gotra.

(e) Incest with relatives within flve generatiuns among
Brahman, Hitau, and sacred-thread-wearing Khas castes.

(f) Sexual intercourse with women belonging to the castes
mentioned in (e¢) by slaves.

(g) Sexual intercourse between members of u (untouchakble)
and chokha (pure) castes,

(h) Sexual intercourse with Brahmdn women by persons
belonging to other castes.

Rahata, or dry riverbeds.

Bahata, or lands damaged by floods or washouts,

Iron, lead, copper, manganese, cinnabar and gold deposits,
Provisions (mejmani) and presents (walak) for the Amali,
Levies (mamuli) for religious functions at local temples.
Payments due to (the Raja of) Mustang. '

The royal order also contained the following instructioni:-

Do not collect unauthorized payments, thereby compelling
the local inhabitants to submit complaints.

Reclaim lands and make the country populous.

The Amali shall not collect anything in excess of the
stipulated amount, nor shall the: people offer any such
payment

If the Amali or the _;mggggl ccllect any'additiunal
amount, report the matter to us, _

Jimmawal and mukhiyas shall attract settlers from nut51u
to reclaim virgin %kalabangar) lands. |

Such settlers shall make no payment on the reclaimed
lands for a period of three years. From the fourth year,.
Sirto tax shall be assessed on homestead lands at ratcs
current in the village. The proceeds of this tax shall

be transmitted through the Amali in addition to thE amottit
stipulated under this thek-thiti arrangement

The Tolpa shall himself transmit the revenue due from -
his villaze to the Amali. He shall not use Hulak porters
for this purpose.

In case fines and penalties are collected in excess of
the amount stipulated for payment as Agmani, the excess
amount shall be apportioned equally among the inhabitants
of the village. The shortfall, if any, shall be shared
equally.
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(9) Tax-collectors shall be supplied with free provisions
(bare-baiker) only so long as collection is not completed.
Such provisions shall not be supplicd to any visiting
government employee or other person,

(10) The inhabitants of thesc villages shall provide porterage
services by rotation for military supplies, sick persons,
and cash and supplies meant for the royal palace. They
shall not provide porterage services to other persons,

If anyone forcibly employs them as porte s, the matter
shall be reported to us. -

(11) Comply with orders issued by the lccallgméii and Bhardars
in connection with official busincss,.

(12) Do not reopen tracks and paths that have bcen closed,
Arrest peopl¢ who used such prohibited tracks'and paths
and nand them cover to the local Amali and Bhardars.

13) If any person visits that area from outside to collect
information, report the matter to the local Amali and
Bhardars. .

The people of these nine villages had submitted the follow-
ing complaint to the scttlement officers (Janchaki):-

"Thekdars (revenuc farimers) and Jimiawals employ our men,
horgea and yaks without any wages on the two-month journey
to Ladakh. They do not make any payment for any loss or damage,
They also take our horses, yaks and Jhowas at half-price. We
are suffering much from such practices.” SO |

The royal order, therefore, forbade such practices., It
decreed: “In the future, visit Ladakh only to procure goods
Specified by us in orders sent through the Jimmawal. Do not
brovide porterage services to other persons for their trade.
Hourses, yaks and Jhowas shall be paid for at prices specificd
by Panchas. Ferce shall not be used in such transactions." -

With regard to trade, the rofﬁl.nrder préscribed: "Traders
shall engage in trade only in areas customarily assigned to
~them (rekh)., Outsiders shall not forcibly encroach upon such

~Xekh rights,®

~ The order concluded: "Any person who acts in contravention
of these arrangemecnts and regulations (thiti-bandej) shall
'be punished according to his caste status." '

‘Regmi Research Collection, vol. 34, pp. 676-81.
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rai and Inner Tarai Regions

Ninetoonth Fontuey o ons

e Nineteent entury

Kathmahal District
. Kosi-Purwari Morang
. Kosi-Pachhuwari Saptari
. Kamala do.
. Bhanwarpura Mahottari
Tinpatan Sindhuli
. Chhatauna- Hautahat
.  Jamuni Bdara
. Chhapkaiya Parsa
9. Riumadi Chitaun
10. Tribeni Butaul
11. Banaganga  do.
12. Dunduwa Dang
13. Rapti Banke
1%, Babai Bardiya
15. Karnali Kailali .
16. Mohana do.
17. Mahakali Kanchanpur
18. Gusari | do.

(Kathmaha) means an establishment for the export of timber
of twelve main varieties, including sal (shorca pobusta) and
sisso (dalbergia sissoo), with a diameter of more than thrvg
feet. The export of timber of smaller sizes was handled by .
separate establishments known as Thinguri-Mahal).

E 3o A o
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A Supplementary Note on the Ukhada System

| Landownership in Nepal (Eerkeley: University of Cali-
fornia Press, 197h§ contains a brief scction on the Ukhada
~ystem of lanﬂownbr ship in the western Tarai region of Wupal
(pp. 112-14). A report of recvenuc settlement in the adjoin-
-ing Indien district of Basti sheds additional light on the
origin of this system, (J. Hocper, .Final 'Heport of thc Basti
District, Allahabad: North-Western vrovinees and Oudh Governe

ent Frcsﬁ, 1891, pp. 36-39).

It appears that the Ukhada system owes its origin to
the halbandi system, undcr which the tax paid by a tenant
was assessed not on the actual area ccntained in his hold-

ing but on the number of plowvs.,

For instance, a vll¢abc will be divided into 32 ploughs;
plough rate ic Hs 29 per plough, uand cach tenant pays
at that rate according to the number of ploughs, or

the fraction of a ploubh which he holds, and thc total

rental is Rs 800,
The report adds:

In most halbandi villayes there is more or less 'ukhra',
that is, extra rent paid for land not included in the
plough thle”S. This gencrally consists of small
plots of kocrar or poppy land, in and about the dih.
Sometimcs it is a large plot of outlying land, which
wags supposcd to be unculturable whon the halbandi was
made, and has only rccently been brought under culti-
vation.

There seems little ddubt that the Ukhada system of the western
Tarai regicn is the samc as the ‘'ukhra' systcn prevalent in

Basti district as described above.,

SRR SE SRR X S A

By

Mzhosh C. Regnmi

The basic customs duty on 1mports from India was known

as gair during the nineteenth century. Sair is a term of
Arabic origin, which, in ninctcenth-century India, denoted
"all other sources of revenue accruing to the government,

in addition to the land-tax, -from a varicty of imports, as
customs, transit duties, lic91ses, fees, house-tax, market-

tax, etcH,
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Sair duties were collected according to different
schedules on goods imported from India into different regior.
of the Kingdom, The prcsent state of our knowledge docs
not permit us to make a dcetailed and couparative study of
schedules applicable to different regions, hence we shall
limit ourselvcs to a brief description of the system of
sair taxation for imports from India into Kathmandu Valley
and the gclas of eastern Nepal, :

During the last years of the eightcenth century, an
attempt had bcen made to regulate the rate of customs duty
on goods traded between Nepal aid India through Kathmandu
Valley. A commercial treaty, signed between Nepal and tho
Bast India Company in carly 1792, stipulated that "2} percent
shall rcciprocally be taken, as duty, on the imports from
both countries®.2 IHowever, the arrangement remaincd unimple-
- mented, because the factlon th2t dominatcd the political
scenc .in Nepal after 179% was opposed to any cextension of
rclations with the British.3 Official British sourccs claina
that whilc the British sidc scrupulously complied with thc -
provisions of the¢ treaty, the govermaent 'of Hepal collected
dutiecs on goods imported from India at almost 10 percent
instead of the stipulatcd 2% percent.LF The differcnces
draggcd on for wore than four decades, Finally, in June 183%,
the East India Compeny government dceceided to cxempt all
imports from Ncpal from payucnt of customs duties in Indiw,
The government of Mepal, on the other hand , continued to
collcet duties on goods imported from India.b '

Although contciiporary British sourccs have recorded
that customs duty on goods iwported into Kathmandu Val lcy.
fromIndiawas collected at an average rate of a 6 percent®
there is e¢vidence to sug:est that this estimate '
covcred not only sair but also nirkhi, kapas and Kirana
duties, Before 1865, the total amount of thesc taxes was
Rs 10-5%4 on cach hakkuload of 32 dharnis of cotton, Rs 2-19;
in the case of cotton tuxtiles, and Rs 3-11% in the casc
of other goods. Therec were also “zamindari duties™ payablce
on goods importced into Kathimondu Valley from India at Chitlar.
and Thankot,?7 The rates were 2 guopas in Chitlang, and 4 apnos
in Thankot, on.cach manload of goods. Morcover, sair was a
specific duty, rather than an ad yvalorer payment. During the
early 18305,.£hu rate of sair duty amcunted to Rs 2 on cach
bakkuload ©f goods,8 irrespective of its category.

The total paywent on cacih bakkuload of goods importod
into Kathmandu Vallcy froma India, inclusive of gair and mic-
cellancous other dutics and taxes such as kapas, nirkhi and
kirana was fixcd as follows in 186619 _

il
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- Customs and Transit Dutics on Imports from India
into Kathwandu Vallcy

In 16-anna Mohar Hs.

(On cach bakkuload of 32 dharnis)

Description gair Kapas  Nirkhi Kirana - Total
Cotton Rs 1-2 Rs 4-4 2 annas 8 annas Rs 6.
Cotton

textiles

and other _ _
goods Rs 1«8 4 annas  «--- 12 annas Rs 2-8,

It is significant tnat a bakkuload of raw cotton paid
as much as ks whereas cotton textiICs and other goods
paid only Rs 2-3. In other words, impert duties werc higher
on raw waterials than on manufacturcd goods,

Revenue from sair dutics on imports from India into
Kathmandu Valley during the period from 1813 to 1859 arc
given in the following tablc:-

air Revenug on Imoorts -ndia into Kathmandu Vallcy

Year ' | : Revenue
(In 16-anna Mohar Rs)

1813 - Rs 11,5011C
1815 Rs .8,50111
1851 " Rs 8,00012'
1852 Rs 8,51

1853 Rs 9,540

1859 Rs 24,827

The rates of sair and othoir duties on goods imported
from India, as mentioned above, wcre applicable only to
trade conductcd through Kathmandu Valley. The rates were
differcnt on goods imported from India through the golas

of ‘eastern Népal, ‘
S Sclected entries from the customs tariff schedule
for goods imported from India through the golas of castcrn
Neupal are given below to illustrate Eotn the composition of
trade and the ITc¢vel of sair dutiess?
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Sair Duties on n _(toods Imported from India Through the
Dla of Vijayapur, 1

Description . Rate_gg_aair Duty
(In 16-anna Mohar Rs)

1. Sidra fish | 2 palsa per .seer,
2. Tobacco (gurti, tamgkhu, 2 paisa do.
3. Fine cloth 2 paisa do.
4, Coarse clbth_ 4 Dalisa do,
5. Kirana goods 1 anna do.
6. Pigs 11 anna esch, |
7. Crushed rice 2 paisa per seer.
8. Rice 2 paisa do.
9. Sweetmeats g paisa do.
10. Flour 1 paisa do,
11. 0il 2 vaisa ~do.
12, Onion, garlic 2 paisa  do.
'13. Coral. 1 anna per tola.
1%, Gelded Goats 1 anna each. |
15. Paddy 2 vaisa per 4 seers.
16. Brass, copper and
' bronze utensils - # paisa per seer.
17. Salt 1 paisa per seer,
18. Soap 4 vpaisa do.
19. Goats 8 annas each.
20. Buffaloes 11 annas each,
21. Calves 8 annas each.
22, Male buffaloes 1 rupee each.
23. Female calves 54 annas each,
2L4. Horses 11 annas each,
25. Dry fish fg paisa péf seef;f
26, Dry meat 1% saidn dos
27. Ducks g'naiaa each,
28, Pigeons 1 paisa per pair.
29. Tin 5 paisa per seer,

16
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30. Bire and Sindhe salt 7'y paisa per seer,

31. Wooden vessels for
storing oil  (Kuppa):

Big 1 anna each,
Medium + paisa each
~ Small + paisa each,

Pigtols

32. do. for storing
ghee (Kuppi) 1 paisa each.
33. Catechu 1 paisa per seer.
3%, Zine 3 paisa do.
35. Manganese (Rang) % paisa do.
36, Coconut narghilcs + paisa eaqh.
37. Pearls (rakka; 1 anna per masa.
38. do.(Kaccha) 4 paisa do.
39. Gunpowder ¥ palsa per seer.
40, Hides and skins % anna each.,
41, do. pieces % paisa each.
42, Fetya (?) i paisa per seer.
43, Ganja % paisa do.
L, Lutkera (?) '+ paisa do.
45. Sugar L paisa . do.
46, Gram flour (Besan) 2 paisa do.
47.. Pulses | 2 paisa’ do.-
48, Kurhin (?) 1 anna do.
49, Boxes 1 anna each,
50. Nirso (?) 1 anna each.
'51. Yarn 4+ paisa per seer,
52, Cotton (Xapas) 2 paisa ~ vdo.,
~53. Raw cotton (Hu%a) a paisa do.
5%, Kamda (2) 1 paisa do.
55. Kamabahi' (?) ¥ paisa  do.
- 56, Alum - 1 paisa do.
57. Guns (Banduk) 8 annas each.
58. § annas each. .
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Selected Documents of 1856 Vikrama
(Continued from the July 1979 issue)

Appointuent of Chaudhari in Sheoraj
Royal order to Jhunga Chaudhari and iansukha Chaudhari :

"You had previously been granted exemnption from bunda-gavari (?).

We hereby reconfiim the exemption in favor of the descendarnts
of Santoshi Chaudhari, Make arrangemsat for the settlemencs
of ryots in Sheoraj. Prove true to yocur calt and promote.
land reclamation and settlement. We also grant as iarir

the kalabanjar mouja of Mahadeva in the territory Efdgﬁeoraj
under the jurisaiction of Jhunga Chaudhari, Settle ryots
there., Appoint peons (sipahi) in proportion to the income
accruing from thot mouja. Also appropriate half of the
perquisites of the Chaudhari in the Parganna of Sheoraj."

Y

Poush Sudi 5, 1856. | :
Regmi Research Collection, vol, 2k, p. 32.

Appointment of Bichari in Pyuthan

Royal order to Hama Rana: "iWe hereby appoint you as
Bichari of Pyuthan, replacing Bhagiratha. Lo not commit
injustice in that territory, and dispcse of cases in a just
manner, Do not bring complaints to the royal palace,’

Poush Sudi 5, 138%6. |
Regmi Research Collection, vel. 24, p. 33.

Land Heclamation in the Far-Bastern Hill Region
Royal order to Priﬁhvidhar_Padhya and Siddhikarna

" Padhya Ghimire making a grant of waste and kalabanjar lands

‘channels are not dug

at Syamban east of the Arun river: “Hdeclaim these lands,

dig irrigation. Settle people on the lands so irrigated.

Any person who reciaims land and converts it inte rice-

fields shall, after the expiry of the stipulated period

(bad karar), report to us.nhow much land he has thus converted,
As elsewhere in the Kingdom, Such person-shall remain secure

-on the basis of adhiya tenure, and shall not be evicted

from the land. He shall umake payments at rates current in.
the area (khola)., You shall be held responsible if irrigation
, and if lands are not reclaimed as

rice-fields.F

Poush Sudi 5, 1856.

Regmi Research Collection, vol. 24, p. 33.

Similar grants were made on the same date tﬂ-(1)

Bharath Padhys in the Chewathum area east of the Arun
river, and (2) Balabhadra Padhya on the banks of the Tamor
river, north of the Adhyari river and south of the Piguwa

river,
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Royal Order to Dittha Gaja Singh

Dittha Gaja Singh had been sent to the western hill
region to enforce the law prescribing the rate of interest
at a maximum of 10 percent on loans. He was informed that
8 families in the Pokhara area had been appointed to weirh
copper supplied to the government for the use of the mint,
The order added, ‘"These families have made .a payment of
Rs 60 as panphul in lieu of fines to which they may be
liable for having charged interest in excess of 10 percent,
Do not demand any udditional payment from them,"

Poush Sudi 5, 1856.

Regmj Research Collecticn, vol. 24, p. 39,

On the same date, Dittha Gaja Singh was informed that
the moneylenders of the Rui-Bhot area had similarly paid
Rs 100 as panphul. (Ibid, p. 40). - S

Land Measurement in the Tarai iegion

Sardar Ganjya, Benidatta Thapa and Bhajan Das were
instructed not to take any action in respect to the birtu-
lands of Dinanath Padhya while surveying lands and install-
ing boundary markers in the Taral regicn, The order adds:
Conduct necessary inquiries on the day Dinanath Padhya
arrives there. In case the area held by him is found to be
in excess of the area granted, we shall reconfirm only the
area actually granted. Until then, take no action. If you
have made any collection, refund the entire amount collect. :.

i

; !

Poush Sudi 5, 1856. a |
Regmi Research Collection, vol. 2%, p. LO.

L A i e it . it

Appointment of Kotwal

Laxman and Rathya Toli of Nuwakot were appointed as
Kotwals in Nuwakot and Limi. They were ordered to perforu.
the customary functions of the Kotwal as directed by the
local amali. However, they were informed that they would
be urder the control of the royal paluce, not of the amili,
in matters concerning their appointment, They were, in
addition, empowercd to appropriate the customary perquisites
and Jjagir emoluments. .

Poush Sudi 5, 1856. -
Regmi Researci Collection, vol. 24, p. 40.

thnoceros'Hunting

The Subba of Saptari and Mahottari was ordefud to

" requisition the services of all hunters in the arcas unde?’

his jurisdicticn to hunt rhinoceros, but only to coptuir. t..
male animals and send them along with other wild aniamal.y

to the royal palace every year. The killing of female
rhinoceros .was prohibited,
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The order was sent also to the Subb:

as of Majhkirat

Morang, Bara-Parsa, Pallo-Kirat and Chitaun—Belaun-SaJau%

and the amalidars uf Tinpatan and Patrlng

 Poush Sudi 5, 1856.

Regmi Hesearch Collection, vol. 24, pp. h

Pergujg;tes of Tharthoks

The following royal order was issue
3, 1856 in the name of the Pande, Pantha
Rana, and Bohora families, collectively k

de

1~h2

d on Poush Badi

Arjyal, -Khandal
nown as the lnnr%huk

families, as well as to surveyurs (bubhadel) and 1 NeaSuUrers
(dongal) of birta lands: "We have received reports that

you charge fees and perquisites as much a
demarcating the boundaries of birta lands
these rcguldtians (bandej) for the future
the fees menticned below, Birtaowners, on

s you like while

. We hereby decree
. Collect only
their part, shall

pay tacse fees. Any pcrson who acts in contraventlon of
this bandej, and charges or pays more than the fees mentioned
below, will be punished according to the provlslons of the

copper-plate inscription.™

‘Fees Payable to the Palace

Fees (dastur) payable to the palace
through the bubhadel

- Rs 4 for the
- four boundaries,

Bakscuni fee payable to the palace )

through the bubhadel

eeg Pa xggle tg Fungtigngg; S ;gastgr;xa)

For Tharthoks on each khet (i.e.
100 muris) of rice- ~land as well
as homestead (ghadyari)

For the ,pﬂhﬂiﬂl |

-For the measurement;rod (tanga.)
Fee for the ggggﬁls' _

Fee payablb ta the 1Dcal

muormm _
Total

- 8 annas.

- Rs 73

‘- 8 annas for each

kush (birta).
- 2 annas do.
- R. 1 and 2 annas
for each khet.
- R, 1.
Rs, 10
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"If any discrepancy is subsequently detected, the
local amali or thari shall report the mat:er. In no circurnz-
tances shall (the birtaowner) be allowed to use land in
excess of the area within the prescribed boundaries.®

Regmi Research Collection, vol. 24, pp. 42-43.

Ban on Export of Wax

On #Aagh Badi 9, 1856, a royal order was sent to loc:l
authorities, functionaries and landowners (amali, subba,
dware, ijaradar, umra, talab, bitalab-holders, mohoriyars)
in the region east of the Dhobikhola river up to the Kanx.
and the Tista not to permit the export of even a single
tola of wax to the South (madhes). The order added, "Emploj.
of the Main bhanssri (i.e. the individual responsible for
the procurement of wax on a coirulsory basis) have been
sent there, Supply them with wax at current rates against
immediate payment in cash. £ny person who-wants to export
waXx to the South shall first bring his supplies to Nepal
(i.e. Kathmandu Valley). If, however, he exports wax direct.;
to the South, or if anybody permits him to do so, appropri=i
punishment shall be inflicted.®. - . :

A similar order was issued on the same date for the -
region west of the Bishnumati river up to the Bheri river.

Regmi Research Collection, vol. 24, pp. 29-70.

Receipt of Hevenues

' On Poush Sudi 5, 1856, the following revenues were

~credited to the Central Treasury (Tosakhana):-

1. Partial payment of amount due under
jjara for the districts of Bara, Parsa
and Rautahat for the Vikrama year 1356 |
by Subbe Gaja Singh Khatri -- Rs 5,079-3%

2. . do. | ~ -- Rs 11,975-0%

3. do, for the district of livrang
for the Vikraiza year 1855 by Subba
Dasharath Khatri and Subba Rana- _ :
mardan Khawss - -- Rs 18,138-55 .

4. do. for the Vikrama year 1856 do. - -= Rs 20,01#-0;

5. do.-Saptari and sdahottari for the
Vikrama year 1856 by Subba Dinanath N
Padhya | -- s 9,702k

6. do. Bhaktapur for the Vikrama year
1896 through Chautariya Sher

Bahadur Shah -~ Rs  3,071-0]

.

Hggmi_Rase!ycgrpollgptioni vol, 24, pp. L7-L9,
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Disbursement. Orders

The following disbursemcnt orders were sent to the
following persons the same day (Poush Sudi 5, 1856):

1. Bhajudev Newar was ordered to disburse Rs 675 as salary
to Subedar Parsya, and Hs 2,000 to the magazine for the
purchase of metals and other supplies {rom the ijara
revenues of thek-theni for the Vikraaa year 1856.

2. Subba Dasharath Khatri and Subba Ranzawardan Khawas were
ordered to disburse Rs 5,000 for the living expenses
of Raja Prithvipal Sen of ralpa from the jjara revenues
of Morang for the Vikrama year 185¢.

Regmi Research Collection, vol. 24, pp. 49-50,

Construction of Palace at _Deonatan

On Thursday, Falgun Sudi 2, 1856, King Rana Bahadur
Shah abdicated in favor of his infant son, Girban Yuddha

Bikram Shah, and left Kathmandu for Deopatan in the
Pashupatinath temple area, {(Chittaranjan Nepal, Shri 5

Rana Bahadur Shah, Kathmandu: iary Rajbhandari, 2020
(1963), pp. 34-35). |

4 new palace appears to have been constructed at
Decopatan for the residence of the ex-king. The palace was
described as a "Phulbari Baithak", that is, a garden-house.

Thirty-four potters (Kumhale) were procured from
Patan to make bricks (awal) for the palace. 24 lumber-men
(bosi) were similarly procured from .the villages of Tistung
and Palung for the supply of timber..

Regmi Research Collection, vol. 24, pr. 71-72.

Appointment of Subba in Majhikirat

On Ashadh Badi 1%, 1896, Jayawanta Sahi was appointed
Subba of Majhkirat, succeeding Trilochan Thapa. He was
placed in command of the Bhagawatidal and Sridal companies.
These two companies previously had 30@ rifles (nal); the
nunber was indreased to 407. L

. Jayawanta Sahi was empowered to collect taXes on
rice lands ard homesteads (ghargani) and transmit a sum
of Rs 1,500 every year to the Central Treasury (Tosakhana)
from the amount 3o ccllected. Revenues from the following
sources were reserved: (income from) fakiranag lands '
%Qﬂgmadnikar.levias,'suh-soil.resources Ikalyanﬂhani,
ransit duties on general merchandise (kirana), buffaloes
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" (bhainsi), and cotton (kapas), the moncpoly trade in wax

(main-bhansar), revenues collected from Suptari, and darshuli=
bhet levy collected from military personnel, ;

The rice-lands, and the balance of the revenues, werc
to be used to pay salaries and assign kKhangis to the personncl
of the two companies. The Subba was permitted to appropriate
the surplus income as his cmoluments. ' - .

Other instructions issued in thc name of Subba Jaya-
wanta Sahi were as follows. “Do not refer complaints relatin:

‘to kKhangi assigrnments tc the palace. Do not make collections . -

in excess of the prescribed rates, thereby harassing the

local people and compelling them tTo bring petitions to the

1,

palace, Hake arrangements for the reclaration of land into
rice-fields where irrigation facilities can be made avail-
able. Despatch troops wherever they may be needed. Use them -
to guard the territories, or perform other duties, to which

they may be assigned. Do not. permit any exchange or transanii.: .

in rifles belonging to the companies,
Regmni Resgggggmggllgggggg,'vnl. 23, pp. 343-Uk,
Bap on Castration of Bulls
Royal order to the inhabitants of Hﬁmdu and 107 uthér

villages in the castern hill region: "“Previously, uou used
to castrate bullocks. Do not do so in the future, but use

wncastrated bulls to drawv the plow without castrating thom,

15.

If you recuire castrated bullocks for agricultural and
othér work, use those that hzd been castrated in the past,
or those that are procurcd from abroad. In the future, any
person who castrates bullocks in our dominions shall be
punished with aisputation of the hand.®

“Bhadra Sudi,ﬁﬁ-1856.

Regmi Diesearch Collection, wol. 23, pp. 381-82,

Passports

1..Royal order to majhigﬁ mijhars, and other villagers of
Dolalghat in Palanchok:"You arc hcreby cntrusted with
the responsibility of guarding the route through Dolal-
ghat., Closc all unauthorized tracks. Maintain a watch
on people who pass through sqgh-tracks after committing
any crime, and remain &t your post on the .nain route.
Permit only those pecople to pass.through who produce
passports (randani). Ferry them aeross the river only
after properly scrutinizing such pasgports. Let local
villagers cross the river only after identifying thcm,
If any person sec¢ks to cross the river without a pass-

port, arrest him and bring him to the palace, If you wuci
in contravention of these regulations, so that any cri::.
is able to escape, punishment may be inflicted on you
and your famili2s, So long as you perform thescudutics,
you need not provide jhara labor services for other
purposes. Perform these¢ services until another royal,
order is issued -to cancel them." - .

The same order was issued to the majhis, mijhars,
and villagers of Kapinghat in the Pharping rcgion on
the same date. : !

T,

.

f
!
I

Shrawan Sudi 3, 1856. ’ R
Regmi Researci Collcction, vol. 23, pp. 359-60.
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_ Ihg Dharmudhikar
(Continuad from the September 1679 igsue)

If any person who has committed a crime which is punishablc
through shaving (mudine), and is accordingly, shaved and
ostracized in-rTespect to the use of water and cooked rice
touched by him, stcals the printed form (lifa) of the
Dharmadhikari dde for issuing writs of patiya and ferges,
such a2 writ on that form, and il another person believcs

the writ of patiya to be authentic and takes water and cooked

.rice from th¢ hanas of the former, he shall not be degraded

to a lowcr caste, because he hud dung so after perusing
the writ of patiys, slthough without ascertaining its
authenticity., ile uﬂmll be punished only with a fine of
Rs. 20 if he has taken cooked rice from the hands of the
ostracized gcrson .and of Rs 10 if he has taken water, A

writ of pativya snall then be issucd to him,

If any man or woman bulonging to-any sacred-thread-wearing
caste of below thege of twelve years w.o has rcceived
initiation for performing ritual functions (karma chalyaka)
take any forbidden rcod so that they are liable to lose
their caste, and accordingly have been ostracized in respectc
to cooked rice subsequ&ntly beget children and die without
cbtaining a writ of patiya, and if their funeral rites

have bcen performed.after obtaining a writ of patiya in

respect to: ritual puriflcatlon (ﬂriya-snuddha;._

y

and 11 the1r chlldren ar dny ather relatiVL submit

a petition.as follows: “This person had been ostracized

in respect to cooked rice for taking such and such forbidden
food, thereby losing -his caste, at a time when he was below
twelve years of age. He ‘died bufnre he. could obtain a writ
of patiya, and his funeral- rites were performed after
obtaining a writ of patiya in respect to ritual purification.
Their children: cannot be deprived. of tueir caste simply
on this . rnund Their Ostraclzatlon in rEapbct to cooked
rice mus thHrBIDrE be liftud i :

and if their rﬁlﬁ$1?ﬁs, respecthblu persons, and

local functionaries: f(amali) certify that the parcnts (of
the children) had taken forbidden foud at a time when they

were belaw.the age of twelve yedrs, not thereafter, thecir
statement shall,be accepted.- i _

SIHCB the parents had abtalnhd a writ of patiya in

'réspeet to ritual purif;eatlogilnn other such writ nced

become ritually pure after
wedding, and other cere-
the custcms and usages

be granted.. (The, children)

their casta, apd. (their ru;ativhs) shall take cooked rice

from their hapds. ..., -,::° ., FEREE
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55. If any chief officer (hasim, -dittha, bichari), of any .
government office (adda), district headquarters office
(gaunda), court (adalat), or police station (thana), or
the head (amali, dware) of any local body (amal) has
ostracized in respect to water any person belonging to a
sacred-thread-wearing caste or any cther pure caste from
whose hands people belonging to higher castes can take
water, on the ground that such person has taken cooked
rice or water from the hands ol a person belonging to a
caste from whose hands higher-caste people camnot take

- water, and contamination from whose touch must be purified
throaugh the sprinkling of water, or comnitted sexual -
relations with a woman belonging to such (low) caste,

and if the successor of such chief officer or head
fraudulently, or by subpressing documents relating to
confession in such cases,; arranges for the promulgation
of a royal order or an administrative order or notice, or
a writ of pativa, falsely representing that (the guilty
person) has nct been ostracized in respect to water, or |
has done s0 without authority, falsely representing that
he had referred the matter to higher authorities and obtained
an order accordingly, without actually referring the matter
to the govermment, - ' e |

and if subsequent inquiries reveal that thé previaus
chief officer or head had actually obtained a confession,
and ordered the ostracization (of the guilty person). in
respect to water, -

then such chief orficer or head shall be punished.
only with a fine of five hundred rupees. He shall not be
deprived of his caste status if he had not taken water
from the hands (of. the »suilty person). R -

But if such officer or head has taken water from
the hands (of the guilty person),; he shall be punished .. .
with a fine of five hundred rupecs, and deprived of:his-
sacred-thread if he belongs to a sacred-thread-wearing
caste, or, if he belongs tc a non-sacred-thread-wearing
caste, ostracized in respect to cooked rice and water.

If he does not pay the finé; he shall be imprisopned
at the rate of one month for every five rupees of -the fine,
If the chief officer who lifted the ostracization in respc.t
to water has not taken water from the hands (of the guilty
person), but is proved to-have been ‘coantaminated by contaci
with other who have done s0,. he shall not be deprived of
his caste, but shall'bE'granfeﬁ a writ of.-patiya.- . .-

56. 1f anybody takes cooked rice and water-from tHe. hands of
any person knowing full well that the latter:has - been
sentenced to imprisonment for life (damal), or has- bcen
degraded to a lower caste by giving him water to drink



175

from the hands of a low-caste person, or that he has taken
- cooked rice and water _fI‘Dm the hands of a lOH-caste person,
or committed sexual intercourse with such person,

and if (the person who has taken cooked rice and weter)
from the hands of the guilty person and has offered cooked
rice and water to others who were not aware (of his conta-
mination), his share of his ancestral property shall be
confiscated according to the law, |

1f, however, he has not let others take cocoked rice
and water from his hands, he shall be degraded to the lower
caste and let oif., His rclatives and other people who have
taken cooked rice and watexr from his hands without any
knowledge of his guilt shall be granted a writ of pativa
in ccnsideration of such contamination act of ignorance,
but shall not be punishicd.

27. If the head oI any 9ffice (hakim) or local body (amali),
or the Dharmadhiker, grant an order or writ of patiya to
any person knowing full well that the latter has ' been -
sentenced to imprisomment for life, or has been degraded
tc a lower caste by giving him water to drink from the
hands of a low-caste person, or that hc has taken cooked
rice and water from the hands of a low-caste person, or
committed seXuzl intercourse with such person, -

— -

degraded ti a lovuer caste if he has only issued an order
“or writ of pativa, and not taken cooked rice and water
from thc hends of the guilty-garsan; He shall only be
~punished with a fine of five hundred Tupees. - |

~ then suﬁh_@ﬁ@;g&-ggg;i-or Dharmadhikar shall not be

If, howcver, such hakim, amali, or Dharmadhikar has
not only issucd an-order or writ of patiya but also taken
cooked rice and water from the hands of the guilty person,
and then offered the same tc other persons, his share of
his ancestral propcrty shaltl be configcatcd accerding to
the law. If he has not offéred cuoked rice and water to
other person, hc shall be degraded to thc lower caste,
but his share of the ancestral property shall not be con-
fiscated, His relatives and other people who have taken
cookcd rice and watér from his hands. without any knowledge
of his guilt shall b¢ granted a writ of patiyh in consider-
ation of such contamination out of ignorance, but shall

not be punished.

58. If anybody takes cooked rice and water from the hands of
'~ a person without knowing that the latter has been sentenced
to imprisonment for life, or has been degraded to a lower
caste by giving him water to drink from the hands of a low-
caste person, or that he has taken cocked rice and water
from the hands of a low-caste person, or committed sexual
‘intercourse with such person, and that the act of taking
" cooked rice and water from his hands is punishable with
loss of caste, then the former shall be granted a writ of
patiya because he had comagitted the offense out of ignorance.
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No penalty shall be imposed on him, However, if anybody has
offered cooked rice and water to another person without letting
him know about his guilt, he shall be sentenced to imprison-
ment for life. - . '

4 person who has deliberately engaged in sexual intercourse
with a woman belonging to a caste from whose hands high-cast.

' people cannot take water, and contanination from whose touch

must be purified through the sprinkling of water, and who ta. .
cooked rice and water from her hands without engaging in scx-
ual intercourse, and dees not report the fact that he has done

- so, and subseguently engages in sexual intercourse with his

married wife, or concubine, or a prostitute, or lets them

take cooked rice and watcr from his . hands without any knowlcd:.
of his guilt, and if such wowman does not tecome pregnant, she
shall be granted a writ of patiya in respect to cooked rice
and water. She shall not be deprived of her caste. If, howev..,
she becomes pregnant, she cannot be purified in respect to
cooked rice, but shail be granted a writ of patiya for water
onmly. (High-caste people) may take only water from the hands
of children born of such woman, not cooked rice, Such childrc..,
even if they belong to a Brahman or other sacred-thread-wear-
ing caste, shall not be entitled to the use of the sacred

thread, but shall be regnrded as members of a Shudra caste

who cannot be enslaved. 1f the father belongs to a matwali

- (liquor-drinking) caste which cannot be enslaved, the childre..

shall be regarded as members of a caste of lower status which
can be enslaved. Lf the woman knows that her husband has ch-
gaged in sexual intercourse (with a low-caste woman as menti . -

above) and taken cooked ricc and water from the hands of thc

latter, or only taken cooKed rice and water without engaging
in sexual intercourse, but has herself refrained from engagin
in sexual intercourse with him and taking cooked rice and
water from his hands, and only failed to report the matter
because of shame, so that othér relatives have taken cookcd
rice and water (from the hands of the guilty person) out of
ignorance, she shall be punished with a fine of twenty=-five
rupecs because she suppressed the informetion and allowed
other people to take ccoked rice and water (from the hands
of the gullty person) without any knowlcdge of his guilt.
Such persons shall then be granted a writ of patiya because

they had comnitted the offense out of ignorance.. =

(To be continued)
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Situatijon in Kumaun, 1810 AL,

On Merge Sudi I, 1867 (December 1810), the government
of Nepal took a series of nicasures to ameliorate the condition

of the peasantry in Kumaun.

The inhabitants of the Darma-Bnet and Byas-Bhet areas
submitted the following petition to Kathmandu: "Every year,
the amount cof the revenue 1s relsed, but no arrangements
are made for the welfare of the ryots, Moreover, there is
no Fouzdar to maintain control. Consequently, the_ryots have
fled to Jumla, Besahar, Garh, or ctier .recs. Those who remain .
nere are feeling dissatisfied, If somwe remission is made in
the revenue, and if Radhapati Pande is appcinted as Fouzdar,
the ryots who have left the area may come back, and we who
remain here may also be able to pay our dues te the government,"

The petition was, forwarded to Kathmandu by Chautariya
Bam Shah and Subba Hastadal Shahi, who were incharge of the
local .administration in Kwnaun at that time. The government
thereupon issued the following order: ,

, "The sum of Ks 13,312}, as assessed previously, shall
be paid every year to the military companies statimed in

that territory according to schedules approved by Bhardars
appointed for the administratian of Kumaun, The breakdown

is as follows:- |
Darma-Bhset T:::,;. Rs 5,156% in cash,
| . ..BRs 5;156:;-:'111 kind.
Byas-Bhet see Lis B}Gbo'in cash,

Total - Rs 13,312}

"Ryots who.have fled to Besahar end other areas shall
be brought back and resettled in their previous holdings,

’ '"Hadhapati Pande”shail be appointed as Fouzdar fqr
Darma-Bhet and Byas-Bhet for 2 five-year period on jijara
bﬂSiS 'y k. . . ' N :

. 4 letter of appcintucnt as Fouzdar was accordingly
-issued to Radhapati Pande on the same day. He was placed
under the obligation of bringing back the fugitives and
arranging for the collection of Rs 13,312} in cash and in
kind as mentioned above, and for the éransmlssiansuf the
proceeds to the ppropriate military companies,
AL separate order was issued to the budhas and sayanas

of Darma-3het and Byas-Bhet in Kumaun informing them of these
arrangements and directing them to help the newly-appointed

Fouzdar in discharging his-duties.
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A notification was issued in the name of the ryots of
Darma-Bhet and Byas-Bhet who had fled to Besahar, Jumla, Garh,
‘and elsewhere similarly informing them of these arrangements
and directing them to come back and reoccupy their holdings.

The notification added, "We have also issued a royal order

in the name of your creditors, directing them to recover their
loans according to customary practices, Do not feel dissatisfiecd
on any account. Come back 2nd reoccupy your holdings and pay
your dues through Fouzduar Radhapati Pande.® . '

- The following royal order was issued to money-lenders
who had supplied loans to the ryots of Darma-Bhet and Byas-
Bhet: “We have recieved reports that because you have charged
interestsin excess of the customary rates, ryots have fled
to Jumla, Besahar, Garh, cnd other areas, and lands have
remained uncultivated. in the future, collect interest at
ten percent yearly acccording to the system that has been
customarily followed everywhcre. If you collect interest
in excess of this rz:ie, thereby depopulating the area, you

ey

shall be punished severely.”

Meanwhile, the ryots of Fhaldakot, another area in
Kumaun, submitted the following petition to Kathmandu: "In
the (Vikrama) year 1862, revenue from this area had been
assessed at Rs 7,000. Lands yielding a-revenue of Rs 831
and ‘1 anna were subsequently assigned to the maguzine, as
well as jasirs to several persons, Bhitan Das.then imposed
a new levy called tanks and thus raised the amount by Rs
2,500 sc that it reached R’s 8,668 and 15 annas. We are still
liable to pay this amount =25 revenue, even though the company
has been disbanded. 4As a result, several ryots have fled,
and lands hare remained uncultivated. We who still remain
here will no longer be able to do so and continue paying |
our dues if the amount arbitarily increased by Bhitan Das
is not remitted.® - |

The government thercupon issued the following order
in the name of the Kamis, Saysnas, Pradhans, and other - .
Jimidars of Phaldakot: “Out of the amount of Rs .2,500 increased
by Bhitan Das, a sum of Rs 1,285 and 3 annas shall be remit-
ted. The total amcunt payable on thek basis will then be
Rs 7,383 and 14+ annas,. The breakdown is as follows:i-

Revenue assessed in the

Vikrama year 1862 "ese Rs ?,GDU.
Saunefagu | . ese  Rs 115 and 2 annas.
 Adhanni levy J REH . Rs - 268_dnd 12 annas.,

Total - Rs'?,383.and 1% annas.

“This amount shall bc transmitted to the Naya Corakh
Company stationed in Kumaun, - | s
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B "Bring back the ryots who have fled to other areas
and resettlu them in their prﬁVlDub hcldings,*

_ The following ordﬁr was then sent to Chaptariya Bam
Shah and Kaji Rauantﬂ Aunwars ‘.

: “In the Vikrauma year 1862, the sum of Rs ?,000, assessed
as revenue from Phaldakot, had bac“ 21loc#ted for the pay-

dent of salaries to the persanncl of the seven units (Patti)

of the Naya Gorakh Company stationed in Kuncun, Subsequently,

lands yielding a revenue of Rs 831 «nd 1 anna were assigned

to the magazine, as well as Jagir tc different persons. Bhitan

Das then imposaa a new levy called Doaka “nd raised the

amount of revenue by Rs 2,500, thus making = total amount

of Rs 8,668 and 15 annas.. "ine’ emount of revenue remained

unchanged even ~fter the Couapeny was disbanded. Because the

amount was more than the territory could bear, ryots fled

and lands remained uncultivated, As a result, " the troops

are not receiving their salirics. The ryots who remain are

alsc feeling discontented. Since we have received reports

to this effect, we have reconfirmed the revenue assessed

in the Vikrama ycar 1862 at Rs 7,383 and 14 annas on thek -

basis and assigned the turritury of Phaldakot to the MNaya .

Gorakh Company. We have issued crders tu the rynts to maku

4yments accurdingly =vary year.®

o Chautariya Bam Shah and Ka ji Rauunta Kanuar were then
informed that Kaji Amir Simha had haen urdcred to make dis~ -
bursements as fbllows.- ' . |

Rs '11,025f ... Salaries of thﬁ Haya Gorakh Company,
S 7 including séven newly-recruited
Pattis and other ranks(Lajima).

" Rs 798 ... Allowances to dn.

Rs = 7,304 ee Allowﬂncas to the - fnur uld Pattis
o and other ranks. .

" Rs I.1,D@0. i.. Part payment ‘agoinst Rs 2,000 allowance
ST = .. of. Kﬂ;1 Amar Simha Thapa.

Rs "1,030  '“;;; do. af Kaji Ranjor Thapa._.

Tntul-Rs 15,12?”~; |
I To meet this axpanditurﬁ, funds were as follows.

Ravenuu collected frnm Phaldakot <o+ Rs 7, 383 and 1. annas,
do. Dhﬁniyaknt | _J--- Rs 1,830 and 11 annas.

‘do. Uchakot - v Rs 1,557
_du. Phota “ses Rs 4,355 and ? annas,

Total- Ws15,217 -

BEEE Research Qnggmgn vnl. 28, PP, 6’-*3-5?
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The Dharmadhikar |
(Continued from the November 1979 issue)

60. If a man or woman belonging to any pure (Chokho) caste,
from a sacred-thread-wearing caste to one whose touch ﬁoes
not defile water, takes ccoked rice and vater from the
hands of any person, or engaged in sexual intercourse,
knowing full well that the latter has been ostracized in
respect to cooked rice and water for having taken cooked
‘rice and water from the hands of a p:rson belonging to a
caste whose touch defiles water and contamination through
contact with whom must De purified through the sprinkling
of water, -

and if the former has teen osctracized in respect
to cooked rice and water, because a confessiocnal or statement
of his guilt was «btsined from him, cr even before such a
confessional or statement was obtained from him or her, he
or she reported the matter on his or her own initiative,

and if any officer, functionary (Hakim, Dittha, Bichari,
Amali, Dware, Thekdar, Ijaradar, Thari, Hukhiya, Jimmawal,
Mihar, Gourung, Jethabadha, Chaudhari, Mokaddam,” Theni) or
other respectable persony who is a local person or who has
come from another area but knows that such person has been
ostracized 'in respect to cooked rice and water, does not
peruse the confessional statement, or does not understand
‘or ignores the fact thut he or she has already confessed
his or her guilt and been ostracized in respect to coocked
rice. and water, or suppresses such confessional statement
out of favoritism or fraud, or arranges to have a royal

or official order, or a grant of Patiya, or other document,
issued with false particulars, or to have an official order
or a grant of Patiya issued by falsely stating that he has
received sanction to do so, or that he has had the matter
confirmed by the government without actually doing so, or
that the offense had been committed out of ignorance, and
has lifted tne ostracization, ' o

-and if the case is later discussed at the Kachahari
and it is held that the confessional statement that had
been obtained previously is valid, and that (the guilty
person) should remain ostracized 1n respect to cooked rice
and water, | Y

then the person who is mainly responsible for having
the ostracization lifted shall have his share of his ancestral
property confiscated according toc the law, deprived of his
sacred thread, if he belongs to a sacred-thread-wearing
caste, ostracized in respect to couoked rice and
water, degraded to a lower caste, and branded with one.
letter of the name of such caste if he hus lifted the
ostracization (of the guilty person) in respeet to cooked
rice and water, personally taken cooked rice and water wille
fully from the hands (of the guilty person), or from the
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hands of a person who has done soc, and then offered cooked
rice and vater toc members of his family and other relatives
without inforaing them of ‘his guilt.

iiowever, if (such officer cr functicnary) has only
himself talken cooked rice and water (from the hands of the
.guilty person), and has not offered ccoked rice and water
from his hands to members of his faaily and other relatives,
his*share of the ancestral property shalil not be confiscated,
nor shall he be branded in the manner 2cntioned above., He
shall only be degraded to a lover casie, and also deprived
of his szcred-thread, if he belongs to a. sacred-~thread-
wearing caste, -

If (such officer or fuactionary) has not willfully
taken cooked rice and water (from the hands of the guilty
person), or {rom the hands of a person who has doné so,
he Shali be punished with a fine of s 500, but shall not
be degraded to a lower caste, :

If any officer or functionary (Amali, Haklm) receives
information about any case iin which his predecessor had
lifted ostracization in respect to cooked rice and water,
but rails to dispense justice because of hegligence or
favoritism, &nd subsequently lifts such ostracization for
other pelsons in siailar cases, he shall be punished with
a fine of. Rs 25C and granted a writ of Patiya for having
allowed the use of cockad rice and water (from the hands
‘of the guiluy persony eon the ground that his predecessor
had dcne so, and himself taken cooked rice and water from
the hands of such a person, The guilty officer or functionary
shall not, however, be degraded to a lower caste, _

Other persons, including Tharis, sdukhiyas, Jimmawals,
and respectable persons who aie present at the Kachahari,
who sign a statément to the effect that cooked rice and
wvater oan be taken from the hands (of ithe guilty person),

| and themselves taken cccked rice and water
from his hands, maintaining that though (the guilty person)
had been previously ostracized in respect to cooked rice
and water, no action would be taken against the officer
" or functionary for having issued an order (1ifting the
ostracization) or grantinz a writ of Patiya, whereas (the
Tharis, -etc.) should have maintained toat iﬁhe guilty person)
should be ostracized in respect to cuoked rice and water
even though the afficer or functionary nnd-issued an order
lifting the ostracizaticn, shail be granted a writ of Patiya,
‘and persuns who have taken_ccoked rice and water from their
hande, or from the nands of other persons who have done
so, shall not be degraded to a lower caste, iach such
functionary (iukhiya, Jimwawal, Thari, iijhar, Gourung,
‘Jethabudna. Chaudhari, Mahatc, T@Ekdar: IJaraaar, Thani,
Cte., shill be punished with a fine of Lis 100 if he has
sipnsd the statewent, or of Rs 50 if ho has only stated
Srally thet tie ostracization should be lifted, Persons
wilo had ouly suld orally thal the ostracization should be
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fessional statement was obtaine

'Amali, Dware, 'Thekdzr, Ijaradar, Thari, Mukhiya, Jimmawal,

. confessional statement, or does not understand that he or
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‘lifted, without signing = statement, shall each be punished

with a fine of Rs 10, and granted a writ of Patiya in respect
to cooked rice and water. They shall not be degraded to a
lower caste, '

If persons who have signed a docunent in a fraudulent

"manner after deciding that the ostraeigzation in respect

to cocked rice and wotcr shoedd be lifted, but have not
actually taken cuoked rize and water (from the hands of
the guilty persoi;, wid if Lhe matter is reported in the
meantime, the person who had the docwient prepared shall
be punished with a fine Oof Its 100, the werson who wrote it
with a fine of Hs 50, @nd other person: wno were present

~at the Kachahari on that osccusion with u fine of ks 10

each,

If any person has taken cocked rice and water (from
the hands of the guilty person) without any knowledge of .
the guilt, a writ of Patiya shal]l be granted in vicw of
his ignorance, No fine need b imposed,

Any person who does not pay the fine imposed on him

shall be imprisoned according tc the law,

If a man of woman belonging to any pure (Chckho) caste,
from a csacred-thread-wearing caste to one vhose touch does
not defile water, takes cooked rice and water from the
hands of any person, or engages in sexual intercourse,
knowing full well that the latter has been osctracized in
respect to cooked rice and water for having taken cooked
rice and water from the hands of a person belonging to a
caste whnse touch defiles water and contamination %hrough
contact with whom must be purified through the sprinkling

- of water,

and if the former has been ostraczized in respect to

cooked rice and water because a confessional statement of

nis guilt was obtained from nim, or even before such con-
d from him or her, he or

she had reported the matter on his or her own initiative,

and if any officer, functionary (Hakim, Ditthﬁ, Bichari,

Mijhar, Gourung, Chaudhari, i{okaddam, Thani) or other

respee%able person, vwho is a local person, or who -has come
from another area but knows that such person has been ostracig
in respect to ccoked rice and water, does not peruse the '

she has already confessed his or her guilt and been ostracizced
in respect to cooked rice and water, and 1ifts the .ostracizati

through an official order or-a writ of Pat on payment of
a bribe or other iilegal, gratilfication, o " . :
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I

and if subsequent inquiries reveal that the confessional
statement that had been obtained previocusly is valid, or
that (the guilty persorn) had confessed his guilt on his
own initiative and been ostracized in respect to cooked
rice and water, and that phe ostracization cannot be lifted,

' then the person whe is mainly responsible for having
the ostracization 1ifted on payment of a bribe- shall have
his share of his ancestral property confiscated according
to the law and deprived of his sacred thread, if he belongs
to & sacred-thread-wearing caste, ostracized in respect to
cooked rice and water, degraded ﬁo the lower caste, and
branded with one letter of tlhie name of such-caste on the
left cheek, and the bribe taken by him shall be confiscated,
if he has lifted the ostracization (of the guilty person)
in respect to cooked rice and water, personally taken cooked
rice and water willfully from tlie hands (of the guilty
person), or from the hands of any person who has done so,
and then offered cooked rice and wvater to mnembers of his
family and other relatives without informing them of his
guilt. . ' :

However, if (such officer or functionary) has only
himself taken ccoked rice and water (from the hands of the
guilty person), and has not offered cocoked rice and water
from his hands to members of his fauwily and other relatives,
his share of the ancestral property shall not be confiscated,
nor shall he.-be branded in the manner mentioned above.. The
bribe taken by him shall be confiscated, and he shall be
deprived of his sacred thread, if he beiongs toa sacred-
thread-wearing caste, and degraded to the lower caste,

If (such officer or functionary) has not willfully
teken cooked rice and water (from the hands of the guilty
person), or from the hands of.a person who has done so,
the bribe taken by him shall be confiscated, and he shall -
be punished with a fine of Rs 500, but shall not be degraded

- to the lower caste. o

If any officer or functionary (Am=li, Hakim) receives
information about any case in which his predecessor had
lifted ostracization in respe~t to ccoked rice and water,
but fails to dispense justice because cof negligence or
favoritism, or because he has been briboed, and subsequently
1lifts such ostracization for other persons in similar cases,
the bribe shall be confiscated, and he .shall be punished
with a finz of Rs 250, and granted a writ -of 2&2%1& for
having allowed the use of cooked rice and water (from the
hands of the guilty person) on the ground that his predecessor
had done so, and himself taken cooked rice and water from
the hands of such & person. The guilty officer or functionary,
howcver, shall not be degraded to the lower caste,
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Other personsi including Tharis, {ukhiyas, Jimmawals,
and respectable persons who are present at the Kachahari,
who sign a statement to the effect that cooked rice and
water can be taken from the hands (of the guilty person),
and themselves take cooked rice and water from his hands,
maintaining that though (the guilty person) had been nstra-
cized in respect tc cooked rice and water, no action would
be taken against the officer or fuﬂ”tl“ﬁar{ for having
issued an order (lifting the ostrac LESt*GT) or granti
a writ of Fativa, whereas (the Ihuris, c.) should have
maintained that (che guilty person), Sﬂldlﬂ be ostracized
in respect to cocked rice and ‘water even though the officer.
or functionary had issued an order lifting the ostraclzatlon,
shall be granted a writ of Pativa, and persons who have
taken cooked rice a“d water from their n4nds -or from the
hands of persons who have done so, shall not be degraded
to the lower caste. Fach such LunCtiondry (Mukhiya, Jimmawal,
‘Thari, Mijhar, Gourung, Chaudhari, iMahato, Thekdar, IJaradar,
Thani etc.) shall be punished with a fine of Rs 100 if
he has signed the statement, or of Rs 50 if he has only stated
orally that the ostraclzatlon should be lirfted, and the
bribe he has taken shall be confiscated. Othel persons who
were present at the Kachahari and who had signed the state-
ment lifting the ostracization shall each be punished with
a fine of Rs 50; and the bribe they have taken shall be
confiscated., They shall be granted a writ of Patiya in
respect to cooked rice and water and not degraded to the

lower caste.

If persons who have signed a document in a fraudulent
manner or cn payment of a brlbe after deciding that ostracizatio:
in respect to cooked rice and water should be 1lifted,
have not actually taken cooked rice and water (from the
hands of the .guilty person), and if the matter is reported
in the meantime, the main person responsible for having
the document repared on payment of a tribe shall be punished
with a fine of Rs 100; the person who wrote it with a fine
of Rs 50; and other persons who were present at the Kachahari
with a fine of Rs 10 each, and the bribe taken by them shall
be conflscated -

" If any persnn who has taken cooked rice and water
(from the hands of the guilty person) without any knowledge
of the guilt, a writ of Putiya shall be granted in vleu of
his ignorance. lio fine need be imposed, _ e

(To be continued).

i e e ek
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The Kathmandu Valley Zntrepot Trade
9 By

Mahesh C. Regui

For several centuries, a large chare of the commerce
between northern India and central Tibet was channelled
through Kathmandu -Valley. Indeed, the comparative affluence
of this region has traditionally been associated with its
position in a welli-developed trans-Hiuialayan trade system.1
We shall here make an atteumpt to discuss the background of
this trade, the nature of the commodities that were exchanged,
and the policies and measures that successive governments
during the nineteenth century adopted with the objective
of exploiting it as a source of revenue, 3

We muv comsence this discussion with an enumeration
- of the factors that contributed to the status of Kathmandu
as a centver of entrepot trade, A glance at the map will
show that the nNepal Himalayas comprise abeut 18 passes
leading to the Tibetan plateau, two of the most accessible
Oof which are situated athwart Kathmandu Vdley and lead
. Lo the Tibetan border trading centers of Kerung and Kuti,
Whereas most of the other passes are situated at an altitude
of more than 17,000 feet and hence are snowbound almost
through the year, the passes leading to Kerung and Kuti
have an altitude of between 13,000 and 14,000 feet and
are "usually not totally impassable in winter®.2 The Kerung
and Kuti routes were thus the shortest and most convenient
routes between northern India and Tibet. The towns of
Kathmandu Valley and of Patna in Bihar were the main links
in the trade that was conducted along those routes.

There was yet another reason why Kathmandu was preferred
as a center of the entrepot trade, Under a treaty signed
between Kathmandu and Tibet during the reign of Xing Pratap
Malla (1641-74), traders from Kathmandu were permitted to
-open establishments in Lhasa and conduct trade free of any
duties or other charges., Tibet also agreed that all trade

with India should be channelled through rathmandu Valley
in preference to other routes. Provision was made that coins

for circulation in Tibet should be minted in Kathmandu, and
that Tibet would either provide the silver required for
thel r minting or pay in gold.3 The treaty thus strengthened
tlie position of Nepali traders vis-a-vis their rivals from
different parts of India as well as economic links between

Lathmandu and Tibet.

_ﬂ¢war Traders

- The Hawar traders of Kathmandu Valley who were engaged
i trade with Tibet constituted a well-organized community,
In Lhasa, the community was headed by one of its Eeniur members,
called thakali, who acted as its chief spokesman.* There
wis alsn an official called naike to collect taxes from the
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traders on behalf cof the government of Hepal.S The naike
assisted another official, known as dittha, to exercise
Judicial authority over the Newar trading community, for
the courts of HWepal had no jurisdiction over Newar traders

in Tibet.® Overall control and supervision of trade between
Kathmandu Valley and Tibet was exercised by an official
called the Taksari, or "“superintendent of the mint%.7 The

term taksar eans a piace where coins are minted, and Taksari
master of mint, The assoeciation of the Taksari with the
Kathmandu-Tibet trade obviously dated back to the period

when silver coins were minted in Katlimandu for eirculation

in Tibet. The Taksari was the final authority for the
settlement of business and domestic disputes . among Newar
traders engaged in trade with Yibet. fle also presided over
the infra-comnunal Panchayats which settled disputes among
traders of all categories in Kathmandu Valley.

iri and Gous

Kas ain Traders

- In addition to the Newars or Kathmandu, two categories
of traders froin India were actively engaged in the entrepot
trade between northern India and Tibet through Kathmandu
Valley. They were Muslim traders from Kashmir and the Gosains
of northern India, The Kashuiris had their headquarters
in Banaras or Fatna, They carried on trade not only between
India and Tibet through Kathmandn but also between Tibet
and China. Indecd, they had extensive commercial interests
throughout India and Bast Asia and had establishments
in Lhasa and all the principal towns of Tibet, The other
group of Indian traders cngaged in the Kothmandu Valley
entrepot trade consisted of Gosains, who had “very extensive
establishments™ in both Nepal and Tibet. The Gosains were-
actually members of an ascetic sect and so have been describ::d
as the trading pilgrims of India,9 Kathmandu was thus an
important center of commerce for traders from different parts
- of India, Tibet, and, of cuursc, ifepal itself, As Ippolito

Desideri, a Capuchin priest who travelled through Kathmandu
in carly 1722 on his way back to Rome from Lhasa, has '
recorded:10 . | : |
! ' . \
The city of Kathmandu, situated on a’plain; is large,
and it contains many hundred thousand inhabitants
and has a few handscme buildings. There is much commerce
in this places, as many Tibetans ernd Heathens from
Hindustan come here to trade, and merchants from
Cascimir have offices and shops in the town,

The Kathmandu Valley entrepot trade was thus confined
to a small body of traders operating from a small area, The
1830s perhaps represented the peak period.-in the growth of
that trade, for, according to Hodgson, the volume of Nepalls
trade with India and Tibet increased by nearly 300 perccat
during the 15-year period following the Nepal-British war.
But- even at that time, less than 100 traders appear to havc
been engaged in the cntrepot trade. As Brian H, Hodgson has
recorded:11 - :
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It appears then that at this present time there are,

in the great towns of the valley of Nepal, fifty-two
native ‘and thirty-four Indian mcrchants engaged in
forcign comaerce, both with the South and the North.

ees A third of such of theése merchants as are natives

of th¢ plains have come up sub:.e~uently to the establish-
ment of the Residency in 1816, '

Trade Houtes -

Although the Kcrung and ‘uti routes through Kathmandu
Val ley met the nceds of the trade between northern India
and Tibet to a ccensiderakle extent, the nature of the terrain
through which these routes passcd, md tihe virtual absence
of any effort to iaprove tieir condition, made the entrepot
trade through Kathmandu Valley an arduous and hazardous
_undertaking. The Kerung route lics westward from Kathmandu
through Bazlaju and Jitpur across the Hakani hill to Rasuwa-
chok on the border and from there to the Tibetan town of
Kerung. From Kathmandu, XKerung lies at a distance of 11
kilometers, which then was usually covered in eight days,
The route to kuti was shorter by ten kilometers, but was
more arduous and so required one day more,lt lies eastward
from Kathwsndu through Sankhu and Listi to Kodari on the
border in Sindhupalchok district, and from there to the
Tibetan town of Huti. aAfter travelling 19 days from Kerung,
and 16 days from Kuti, traders rcached the town of Digarcha,
from where Lhasa lies at.a ‘distance of 273 kilomelers, which
could be covercd . in fi days more, 4 joarney from Kathmandu
to Lhasa thus required sbout 38 days thireugh Kerung and

about 36 days through Kuti.l2.. =

‘It may-be worthwhile -to summarize the observations
and experience of some Jesuit missionaries who travelled
through these routes during the:seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries. In 1661, Father Grueber, a Jesuit priest working
in Peking, passed through Kuti and Katimandu on his way to
India. He describcs a hill “of unsurpassed altitude, so
high that travellers can scarcely breathe when they reach

the top, So attenuated is tne sir'; and addss13 . -

Ih sumper no one gan cross it without. gravely risking

‘his 1ife because. of the polscnous exhalatious of

certain herbs,. Meither carts nor horses can pass
 this way becuuse of the terrible: precipices and the
'stretches of rock path, The. whole. journey has to be

- done, on foots )
"Anﬁtﬁéf'JeEui%'miQSiOnéﬁyinﬁétﬁﬁr,Desiﬁeri who travelled
through uti about. half @gcﬁﬂﬁuerlﬂtqr£-r ilarly speaks
ﬂfhthe'ﬁfrightrﬂl%ﬁ?Ecip}qgaa“Dnithe-hu i 'route and mentions
additional nazaraeetl o o
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The road skirted frightful precipices, and we climbed

mountains by holes just large enough to put one's

toe into, cut out of the rock like a staircase, At

one place a chasm was crossaed by a long plank only

the width of a man's foot, while the wooden bridg:s

over large rivers flew;ng in the deep valleys swayed

and oscillated most alelmlngly 3y \ o
Indeed, the Kuti routc has been describsd as "one of the
1most deng :rous in the whole Himalayan range®.12 The Kerung
route was. somewhat less arduous, but still “eteep, loose,
and @ifficult?, 16 _

- The routes lcading from Kathmandu Valley to the south .
were, of course, l¢ss hazardcous because of the nature of
the terrain, but eéven then subjccted traders to considerable
hardships. ethmandu Valley was then ccnnescted with the
south through two rovutes, Once route lay through Sindhuli-
Gadhi east of Kathacndu, and the other threu§h.0hieepeni-
Gadhi in the south, The Sindhuli-Gadhi routel9 appears to
have gradually fallen into disuse early during the nineteenth
century.

The other route from Kethmendu toward the south lay
through Thankot, Chltle g, Chisapani, Bhimphedi, Hitaura,
Bichakhori, and Parsa.'® Between Parsa and Hitaura, the
road was "very good for loaded cattle' 19 ang “passable
by bullock-carts during the dry season®20 From Hitaura to
Kathmandu, howcver, thi road was "utterly impassable during
the perlﬂdlcal rains+,2! As Hamilton has noted: “The road .
over this mountain called Chisapani, is on the whele.fatigu%ng;
nor will it admit of any load being trensported by cattle®
Porters were, therefore, the only means of transportation. 3
It usually took three or four days fer a perter to reaeh
Kathmandu from Hltaura.E

Hitaura was the main eenter for the mevement ef geede
between Kathmandu Valley and India;2% In 1661, Father Grueber
had described Hitaura as possessing no permenent buildlngs
though there were many straw-built huts and the office of
the tax-gatherer.26 In 1?92 Ki atrick describgd Hitaura,
"though a place of such ocedsio resort on account of its$
being the center of all th:o commerce carried on between
Nepaul and the Vizier's as well as the Coumpany's western
possessions,” as “but a miserable village, containing from
fifty to 51xty houses*,27 ¥ore than four decades later
Hitaura was still nothing more than "a ccnsiderable viilabe“
in the cold seascny becausce “the place is almost deserted
from April to Nevember on account of the a _Q%;, or malarious
fever, wglch is deadly to all exeept the natives of the '

Tarai®,?

By the early years of the nineteenth eentury hewever
the road between Bhimphedi and Hitaura had been euffieiently
improved to permit the transportation of rgoods on the back

of oxen up to Chisapani,29 During the 18603, it was improved
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and bridges-were constructed at several places.30 Beyond
Bhimphoedi, however, it remained "a mere Pag-dandi or foot-
pueth over the hills, -impassable for laden beasts of burden“.3m

Guuds imported into Kathmandu Valley from India were,
therefore, transported through porters. They werc packed
in louds of 32 dharpis cach. Bach such load was called a
bakku. In Kathmandu, the goods ware ropacked in bakkulcad |
0f 16 dharnis =ach for onward transit to Tibet owing to
the extreme difficulties of the road, which will not pemmit
a man to carry more than that weight upon his back",

The general condition of the routcs through which
trade was conducted between northern India and Tibet through
Kathmandu Vallcy was thus deplorable, As Wright wrote in
1877 with an undcrstandable measure of exaggeration, "As
long us the reuds between British India and Nepal, and
‘betwecn iicpal and Tibet, reuain as they are at present,
any trade with_the last-named country I conceive to be im-
practicable."33 Entrepot trade was, therefore, confined
for the most part to articles of grcat value and small
bulk.

Composition of Kathnandu Valley Entrepot Trade

. In a report prepared in 1830-31, Brian H., Hodgson
has given a detsiled account off the cntrepot trade betwceen
northern India and Tibet through Kathmmandu Valley. The
fulluuing tublus have been compiled on the basis of that
account: 3t - | -

Particulars of Goods Imported from India and Reexported
o Tibet Through Kath u Valle 1830~

In Mochar Rs

o Fw
[ ]

1. Pearls, corals, amber, etc, Rs 183,500.
. Cotton, silk, and other goods Rs 113,700,
. Sugar, spices and tobaceo . Ks 15,700.

Indigo | ' | Rs 12,00Q.

. Otter and other skins Rs 3,100,
. English glasswarc, cutlery,

looking-glasses, etc. Rs 2,700,

7. Opium | Rs  2,000.

8. Other goods Rs 24,200,

Rs 356,900.

Goods imported into Kathmandu Valley from Tibet
‘and rcexported to India were as follows: _
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Particulars of Goods Tumported from Tibe and Rcexported
to India Through Kathmandu Va ;[ ey 183Q“3?‘R__“_“

| In Maga: Hs
Gold Rs 175,000,
Musk Rs 70,000,
Silk, woolen and other g0ds | | ﬁs“ é?,hOO.
Borax | | Rs 13,000.
Harital - Rs 12,000.
Tea | | Rs 2,506.
Other geods - Rs 6,200.

Rs 306,100,

Commnoditics of Hepali origin which were cxported to 35
Tibet included iron and rice, coarse cotton cloth, gopper,
and, before hﬁ Gorxhalil conquest, mintezd coinagc.

In 1860 nirkhi duty on goods cxported from Kathmanda
Valley to_Tibet yicldcd Rs 4,456, whilc kirana duty yielded
Rs 6,028,37 1t

may be correct to assume that these amounts represent the
proceeds of nirkhi and kirana duties on goods of Nepali
origin that were exported to Tibet, Taking thg general
rate of nirkhi duty at 14 perccnt ad valorem, 8 and of
kirana at 2 porcent,39 the total value of Nepali goods
exported to Tibet may beg, EEtiWﬂtad st apprcxlmatcly Rs
300,000 in that year, i

Entrcpot Trade as a Source of Revenue

The Kathmandu Valley entrcpot trade has traditionally
been an important source of revenue: for the rulcrs. Indeed,
the absence of any reference to other suvurces of tax rcvenue
in the three kingdoms of this region before the Gorkhali
conquests possibly indicates that it constituted by far the
most important source of revcmuac, 40 The situat-ion L‘.Ff course,
changed after political unification, but pral-leet trade
remained an important source of revcnuu throughout the nine-
tcenth century.

_ hs noted previously, Hewar traders in Tibet were under
the jurisdiction of the govermaent of Nepal, rather than .
of the Tibetan governmcnt, The latter had no authority to i
collect any taxcs from them. On the other hand, the governmunﬁi
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of Hcpal collected custumary fees and payments from "traders,
merchants, and rctail shopkecpers belonging to all the 32
commcreial houses® in Tibot through the chief of the Newari
trading community therc. That functionary kept onc-sixth

- of the progcecds for himself and transmittcd the balance to
Kathaandu,*! The goveranment of Nepal, in addition, appointed
a Judge to adjudicate in disputcs among the Newarl trading
community in Lhasaj the fincs and peénaltics collected by
that official while despﬂnﬁ;ng justlc: constituted yet
another sourcce of revenue,

A special tax was callucgcd fron Hewar traders, on
their return home from T_ibet,lF at onisa Its 3 cach,
Kirkpatrick#? has rccorded that “all merchsnts, natives of
Nepaul, on returning thither after a rcsidence for any time
at Lehassa, Diggcerbah, or other parts of Tibet# paid a tax
of seven tolas of golé each, However, the information lacks
cereditibility. Kirkpatrick has hiaself noted at another
glace that the official procurcment price »f gold was Rs

a tola. A tax of seven tolas of gold thus meant a pay-
ment of at least Rs 56, It is difficult to believe that a
Ncwar trader was obliged to pay such & big amount as tax

each time he visited his home.

Finally, metal utensils manufactured in Kathmandu
Valley were officially stamped before  they were approved
for export to Tibet, and fces were collceted from the .
céxporters in consideration of such approval., Similar stamp-
ing fecs were collccted from importers before cloth or
merchﬁndise imported by them from Tibet were released for
salc.*7 However, no information is available about the
rates of these feces, S '

.~ Customs duties were levied on goods imported into
Kathmandu Val,ley from Tibet, but no inforiation is available
about their ﬁ@tas..ln 1861, such dutivs yielded a revenue
- of Rs 5,489. There werc also transit dutics on such
goods, known as Jagat. These duties were collected at
various points on thc routcs between Kathmandu and the | .
Tibetan border, including Sankhu and Listi on the Kathmandu-
futi route, and Syafru and Timure on the Kathmandu-Kerung

route 49

Taxation was not the solc mcans through which the

- government traditionally sought to absorb the economic
surplus gencrated by traders, Moncpoly trade in specified
"goods imported from Tibet constituted a supplementary source
of revenuc, These moncspolics included at least three items
~dmported from Tibet: silver, gg&d, and borax, With regard
to silver, Kirkpatrick writes: o '

All the silver broaght into Nepaul from Tibet, in

the way of commerce awust be carrigd to the'mint at
Khatmando, n5 silver bullion being alloved to pass
into Hindustan. In exchange for his bullion, the
merchant rcecives Nepaul rupecs, the government
‘deriving profit of twelve percent, from the transact-
ion; four percent being chargud an account of coinage,
and cight arising from the alloy of the rupce,






