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Q'H”FH% leaflet maintains that the British government
was compelled to fight against the Gorkhalis because
they unjustly invaded British territory without any
provocation. This is a blatant lie.

The British were eager to occupy territories in th&
Himalayan region for british settlacents. lowww X, they
were hesitating to fight against the Nepalis because
Napoleon's influence was growing in furope and he vas
working against than. Wapoleon wag finally defested in
1670 vikrama. Only thercafter did the British gtart the
war agalinst Nepal.

(British Rule in India, Pp. 928-32, and ctapter captioned
"Napolpon" in ¢limpses of Yorld HlutDr?)

-

Bam Shah's letter shows how the British tried to
undermine his morale with the report that Balabhadra
Kunwar had boeen killed at the battle of oGythak-Garhi.
HoOWev 2r, Balabhadrs kunwar did not lose his life at
that battle.

Balabhadra Kunwar had shown to the Britigh at the
battle of Nalapani thut the Nepalis fought bravely. The
British had to strive very hard to capture the small
fort of Nalapani, CGillespie, who had earncd fame at the
Battle of Java, lost his life at Nalapani. Balabhadra
Kunwar and his men fought to the last; they evacuat.-d
the fort only after the supply of drinking water had
run out., The British forceg had withdrawn in the battle
of Gythak-Garhi, and Balabhadra Kunwar had not bgen
Killed there. In fact, he did not lose his life during
the Nepal-lritish war. After the war, he went to Lalwre,
capital of the Punjeb. King Ranjit singh of the Punjab
appointed him in his army.

puring the sikh-Afghan war of 1879 gamvat, the Mepalis
had fought bravely on the side of the sikhs. It was in
this war that Balakhadrs Kunwar was killed.. Bhimsen Thapa
had sont men- to Lalore to collect information about this
war . The Nepalis who had been appointed in the Punjabi
anny by Ranjit singh sent a letter to Bhimsen Thapa,
some exXcerpts from WHich are as follows:- :

"Greetings frcm Subedar Banamali Pantha, subedar
Uned singh Thakur, Subedar Rhawari singh Khztri, subedar
Dal... and other Jamadars. ... The men whom you had sent
Eﬁ find whether Glrldnari is alive or dead have come

ere. .

"Thare was fighting at Naushera in Peshawar with
Azim Khan on the third day of the month of chaitra...
Capte¢in Balabnadra Kunwar, subedar Ram Singh Khadka,
Jamadar Liman Khawa:, Jamadar Rup Singh Khadka, Jamadar
J;;an singl. Tura, and 50 qDldlers were killed on our
S €a" \

Lahore, Tl'mrsday, Magh sudji 13,

’ Cﬂntdc ..
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(The original document is in the possession of Ramji
Tewari) . :

This shows that Balabhadra Kunwar was killed at
Naushera in Peshawar on Chaitra 3, 1879 samvat.

In his letter to the government of Nepal, Ezm Shah
sald that he had crossed the Mahakali river and encamped
in Baitadi, because there was no point in trying to
fight the British in Kumaun, and also because the British
tuvo want-d to end the war. " : :

Bam shah was thus theg first person to accept defest
in thg Nepal-pBritish war. He has not asked for reinforcee:
ments so that he might attack Kumaun., This shows that
British propaganda had already undermined his morale.

But the b&ame-dces not lie on British propaganda
alone, '

Bhimsen Thapa's influence in the government of Nepal
started increasing after he accompanied the swami Maharaj,
Rana Bahadur, back to Nepal toward the end of 1860 ganvat
from Kashi, where thay had qone in 1857 samvat. Rana
Bahadur ghah was assassinated in Bais. kh 1863. He was
succ«oded by a minor, hence' Ghimsen Thapa wielded eonsi-
derabl . power., On the charge of being the accomplices of
Sher Bahadur, Rana Bahadur ghah's assassin, Bhimgen Thapa
rermovad many old bhardars from the scene. Many bhardars
were exiled to distant areas on one pretext or another.
Ehimsen Thopa was thus able to monopolize power, This
policy of Bhimgen Thapa had hurt the feelings of Bam
shah, who belonged to the royal family, and was alrcoly
advancad in years. o ‘ '

(Note: A document dating back to the time of Laxmipati
Pande showWws that Lam shah was born in 1812 ganvat).

This may have been another reason why Bam shah was
not cager to continue fighting. He even appears to have
toyed with the idea of defecting to the Eritish if Bhim=-
sen Th.upa took strong action against him on the charge
that he crossed the Mahakali river and went to Baitadi.

(Note: The bBritish offered many allurements to
fpersuade Bam shah to defect to their gide when they came
~ to know that Bam Shah was disstisfied with phimsen Thapa,

Howev zr, Bam Shah, notwithstanding his dissatisfaction
with the Thapa, had no desire to become rich by acting

as a traitor to his country. (A History of kumaun, p. 410,
and Kkumaun, ps 120), ”

There 1s no doubt that for some time Bam . “ah was
undecided about his future course of action, bucause
his brother was killed in the war, he had received
reports that Nepal had been defeated on the western
front, and he was not happy with Bhimsen Thapa's policy.

Contd, ..
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wh.a Bdward Gardner raised the question of Doti, they
said they would act according to his proposal only 1f
they had no'other alternative. They said SO with&ut nuch
enthusiasm.

(Amara simha ‘fhapa, pp. 159-61, The wostern calendar _
dat.s have been conv:.rtud into E,qt.llvald'kt samvat dates) .

Bam shah had no information about the progres_s nf .
the war in the w_.stern and gastern sectors. He was thus
comp1led to depend on information supplitd by British
agentse. That'was the reason why he crossed the Mahakalil
river and went to Baitadi. gSuch evoents may }ﬁv & taken
place in other sectors also. . .

W . may concludg that one impurtant reason for Nopal's
shatt.ring defeat in the Ngpal-British war was the in-
abilicy of the officials of one province to know what
was happening in other provinces and the adverse impact.
of tho E.rltlsh propaganda on their moralec, :

kkkkkax
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Pagari-Salami Levy in Chitaun

Umanidhi Pantha had been grantad authority to reclaim
virgin forest lands in Chitaun, Eh:arlann.:u'jn‘r Das jhot, Gadikhar,-
and Maryadpur,

A sum of Rs 15 was ccllected as Pagari- salami from
newly seottled moujase. The.. rate was the same for existing
moujas alsc.

Both the 1jaradars who had been grantad cmtracts_
for reclamation and settlament and the settlers were
- dissatisfied with this payment, which they considar&d
too high. o y

on Jestha sudi 8, 1866 samvat, tharcfore, a royal- '
ordcr was issued revising the rates of the Pagari-gsalami
levy for nowly-settled moujas in these areas as follows:-

¥irst year s+ Rs 6 on '.e;ch_lfnc;uj.a_.-
Sccond .year S .+« Rs 8 O :
Third year ¢ ... Rs 12 o
kﬁu#‘;th year eee RS 15 "

Regni Risearc h: da:]_.l action,
vol. 40,_9. 45.

*****t** . . -
' Contdeq.
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Prices of Esscntial Commoditics
A.D. 1852 and 1900

Prices of a number of "essentidl cdmmoditics stipulated
und¢r contract for supply to the royal hcousehold in
A.D. 1£52 had been given in Pogmi Re_._.earch Serics, Yzar 8,
No. 1, danuary 1, 19'1:::, P. 19, .

Similar figur;s are now availubl¢ for A.n. 1900 ﬂlap_

A comparative tablt, of the ‘two scts of :Eigureq is
given bilow ;= .

. . uantity per rupce
Description - 1852 - 1900

Masino rice - 22 mana - 9% m.uné.
Marsi rice 30 mana | 11% mana.
‘Tauli rice . 32 mana 13% mana,
Mas pulsc (husked) a0 mana | Ledy maﬁa.
Mugi pulse 12 mana 11 mana,
Salt ; : | 101nana. -‘_ xu
Indian | ' - 5% Iman.a.
Tibctan | - 5} mana.
Ghes: R 1 dharmmi Rg 2 a;nd li annas per
- . . : dharni.
TuDmcric p_nwdér - o 28 rﬁana 1555 annas 1pc-,:r pathi.

(A.D. 1901 figurcs obtained from:; "Ijara Crant to Ganesh
Das Ratna Das for supply of Commoditics". Margas Badi 11,
1957 (Novumber 1900) . Regni Rescarch Collc¢ction,; Vol.
70, Pp. 630—46}. ' ‘
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The gelt Trade in Dona

In early A.D. 1860, a contract for the wllection
of customs Autices at Dana in Thak had beal givon out for
Rs 44,501 to Captain Hanakama Khadka Chhatri. subscquantly,.
a higher bid was offirad by Chyalpa Thakali. Ultimately,
however, a new contract was givan out o Lt Chormpa singh
Fhadka Chhetri, Captain Homokamd ihadka Chhetri's son o
on an annual paymant of Rs 55,501,

Lt. Champa singh Khadka Chhetri rccrui_.tm thras
local powoplce to work for him: surba Balabir Thak;l_:l_.g_

Ramashankor Thakali, and Chana Prasad Thokali.

Chyalpa Thakali, whe hod bren unable o obtain the
contract, then pursunded Ruamashonker Thakali and Dhans 1_
Prasad Thakali to rosign, subba Balobir Thakali, however, _
refused to join them, o A A

Chyalpa Thokali and his associates then proporad
the following plan: “"The sale of foodgrains from Thoksatsae
o Panchagaun and Barhagaun will not be permittad, This
Will stop foodgrain cxports to Tibet, with tha result
that no salt will be dvailable in exchange. Once salt
imports ~rc¢ disruptad, the Dana customs will collpse,
and the condition of Thaksotsne will improve. " Th.y then
amounced that the inhabitants of Thnksatsae woul- lvld
a public meoting ot Purang to discuss the plan, 11 that.
oany village headman (mukhiyva) whe did not attend tho '
mceting would be finid one rupeg, and othor persons
cight annas, cvery day.

Soriy Thakalis put their signature on the notice
circulnteld by Chyalpa Thakali and his assocliatos for
holding thi meeting, wheroens othors refuscl to @ o,

The notice also declarel thai any 3inhabitant of Thokgntsac
wlo sold fuoddrains would be punished. with = fi-a o2 tirec
hundred rupaes, . _ SR I

Subba Balabir Thakali was one of tlose who rifused
to sign tho notice., He said: "Everyone shiauld ki free to .
decide vhether or not 0 gell his foodarains., I om willing.
0 sign any notice if the prupos-l is %o aprroach the
oyal palace fur the promulgation of AQproeriste regulations.
But I will not sign any documuan: prpousing =z ban on the
sale of foodgrains, ™ - S | . :

4 quarrel ensued batweon Chyalpa Thokali and ‘Subba
Ealabir Thokali. However, ochor pursons prevancedd than
from coming to blows. The propos-d necoting could it be
held, Those ‘events took place in the month of shrowgn
(July-august) . | S L

Contdeee.
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13

In 1866 vikrama (h.De 1809) the annual contractual pay-
ment wae fixed at Rs 15,(3‘.-(:0{ an subba Bhowani Dotitn”
Thopi. was authorized ke enlloct it, ’

("Royal Orior to the Budlas of Thak, " Jostha Badi 30,1866 .
((lane 1809), Roegmi kesearch Collections, vol, 40, pu. 35-36).

The contrzctual payment of Rs 15,000 yeurly wcié .

l"'.iduc;_.d t Rs 13'000 after a LTow mntm‘ R : ..I_

("Reycl Order to Premakhad Bulhi, " Poush sudd 5, 1866 |
kAN KAk koK o L _

Law on Lan:.'l—ihl:fl'ing, -18}3:& _
(Continued from the Octsber 1877 issuc)

tse If 2 londivldoer who hhs been nuéupying a homestand on '

raik - 1ond dios without leaving any hoirs behind,:px F1 1. "
daigrates, and no oth'r porson is available whe is willing '
W cecupy the vacont lomestaad and kewge the ™ol intoet, -~ =
aid if the romestead hos boeon rosliccoted to auothar peEson;
who is using it in -AJdition tou his own :md paying ‘tha oo
toxes due theroon, and 1f later any person offers to . st

sct up a roof on tha lond, the former shall be giaae

the lands If he had not signed any bund, or given any- _
antertaking in the presoance of witnesses, th-t ha will - _
rulinquish the land (1if amothir porscn Iater offors to o
conztruct a rocf on the land), and hid taken up -the land .
br cultivation at a timc when it was about to~ramadm oo
wicultivated, and had also bee paying rents nd othep- . 0
daos on the 1and, h» shall not be o icted, and the lond -
thall not be riallocted to anothor porson who is villing

to set wp a roof thereon. If auykody cvicts tha occupant .

- on such land ad'renllots it to another parson, ‘he shall

be punished with a1 fine amounting to on:: yuar's munt oh
the land, and the 1and shall be roconfirmed in the nusse- -

ssion of the oxisting occupant. |

If a2 laadinlicr who has been occupying a wnmestond on
raik2r 1lin? s witluut reaving any hoiis bendnd, om0
anigrates, and no othar person is availnila wht:'ig willing " =
0 ocoastruct a roof on the IanA md ocoupy it, any. o~
other landlnller belonging to tho same arna, or to. another

~arcea, has been ocoupying th.: lomcstoad in >3 iticn to "his -

own, ‘and if another person .“iub&ii:'CIllEﬂtly"t}f_EdFiE'-ﬁj';"i:r.i't "p
a of on the 1m:nd, the amali, dwaro, thari, ‘ox mukhiya
shall roeallot tha land & the lotter, ‘because the fomaer -

‘had beun occupying it in adaition o Tlg own without 7

paying any rents ond other duos, If any 1andholidar come
plains againsgt such rcallotment, “he shall be punishzd = .
with & fine of two onla half rupess, and infonaod that

he cannot be pemitted to continue oceupying the.lind, =

contd,.,



50, 1f a TanMwldef: who has be n occupying a homesterd: or
- 1mnd under radkor or jafate tenure dicg or emigrates, .

with the rosulc that the homost.oad or land remains . °7
unoccupid, and no other person is available to cccupy’
it ad kew the weof intact, ‘'and if cha goali, thard,
muvhiva, or othes talukdar has rencllottd the romostead
or land: ty another local londholder in additieon to his
own, thas lutter shall rot again raalloté the homestead |
or lrmd to anothoer LOrsel | without the concurveice -
of tho ~anali, thard, wukhiva, ar cother talukildar, I he
.o acem ted chnr;l*‘m-.the_ki feoes in oconsidoersation of such
realloteont, he: £$hall be fine] with an oqual an.)b.nt ~and
the tﬂlulm nr vhu.l.' n37in reallot che lund,:

=1, & L..J. diol. ler IHE'J.Y aninuu.s Lo live in t'hc: area whoare his

raikar hulding 1s situated, eni give it out for cuitivation
U ancthor person becwge of lack ¢f memns, o affection
or charity, or ~ftcer obtaining a ican in moncy, or on
payment ¢ £ the amount of rant due on thr 1Imnd o avin

wi thout. Dht'z:l.ninq‘ any payment in mongy. Sdach 1o il cmnot .
2o rrallottza by kthe Jlmuh..,W"tl, nonin-ike, n;.' c-thr,-r talu}cd.-r
to Jtc:thrr: [PGLSONe . . :

. Iﬁ :Lt is pmv..d that with ;fx.ect f£rom thc yéar 1925
Vikrama (A.D. 1868) any l:ndholder wio has shiftod his .
rusidance to ~nother arca has relingquicshed his 1ol
another porsol after obcaining poymant in noncy, or on
poyment ¢ f the amount of.ront duc on the lond, or evan
vithout olbtaining any peyment in money, such rx.l::.nm:.r.ah-
St sholl et be, rogarded as valid, The gppropriate
jimapwal, mohing.z.kg., 2L otch.r t2lukidar may reallot the
1:nd to oy personp whe is willing to makce the prescribed
rent cil other paymonts, It shall lie at the pluasut' » f
thg previous occupant whoml X ox zmt o rc.c::.-vg,; thu ne u‘lu_}’
nlflb}him. I PE SRS , AL

L. Ho tenonk wio :l.s ac::.upying a cultivﬂt.ing l*.c.mr._si:c,a-ls or.
rice Y. nds und.r maki tenure of any cobwory, inclading
.rmthi.. ‘Birta, bgkh, plikd-r, marwat, chhap,: mzmac;lmm al,

-and potiyoelharchay. afi:xr paying ghardan-thoki fous to.

the owager,  shall reallot such homestend or rice-londs -

oh AHE o 'ippzhpr.l»..i.i.xg chqr\lmm-thuki Lous himscli thoroon

vithuut the eonsont of the ewner. Such gealloticnt shall..
- be regartad as valid. 2ny taiant who makes such cocllot-
o mone shall be required .to  reXundthe amount of ahardame
thekifoes that: he has approprinted, aud punisined with
.a fincof on equul amount for having. oppropyriated; such -
‘fcos without.ony authority, It shall lie ok the plua.urag
of tho.ownor -whether or not  to 1pt such t.anta r:.tuin -
pﬂssessionfof the 1Qﬂda¢;

‘Contd.es
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53, If 2 landholdoer whe had hem occupying a lmm*st r::xd :m
raikar lond dies:without leaving any hoirs behing, - n._.s
nearest relative may 2ffor chardam fe.s, ut not- t‘.hx'.‘]‘-'l
fues, to the apprepricte 'jimmzwal or othar! ‘..aluk\..,ar
within thim.y—-f.ivg days cffering to’ take ovar’ the: mma-
stead and rice-lands of the Qeceased person, - kecp. s.hr»‘ *
rouvf intact,, and pay the rr.surim-d rents and other

2ues, IEf {the talukdor; aliots (the homestéad and’ *'ica
lands)  to ancither person even whel che noarest: :elativq
(of the lecoasced person) had made such aa nfter, ng _
the latter submits = complaint to that effeci: ‘tha: ﬁ::mcr'_
- shall be punishal with a fine 'nmubting > o i t‘eﬂ purr:mt M
of one year's 'rent on the land, The hmﬁ.,stead m‘id lana
siall thoen be r -*llot-..ed to auc_n rr.l tiVe:, .

If no rn.lat.we mak % such an uifm. within ﬂl.r!::(—
rive days, thoe amali, Jlml’ swal, or othor talukdar may -
rcallot (thoe lomestoad wal lands) to any other parson’ -
Wiy ig willing o kewp the oo f intact and pay the pra..a-
cribed rents and other duws. Ne {relztive) - who m"ﬂwa an. -
cffor (to tike up the lomastead =nd rice lands)” qfl:cr
LhirtY—-fi?o d"*vq shnll reccive che rt..allotmtnt.

Nl If a lﬂndl'uldcr who hzad been acc:upying a l'bmnst:ead an a3
- raikar l'wd madigrates, and if 3 childless . widow r...liuquish«.s
hor homestead and goes tc the home of h x° pnrmtﬁ at.:
cnothaer place, theaey shall not be px_nuii.ted to, caallt:t
the lomestzad and rice-lands to another persons If i:he
nearest relative makes an offer within thirty-five :m?s
to take.cver the homestead ‘and rice-landsz on paymonc af
the prescribad rents and other dues . and to ‘keep the mof
~intact, and if he pays chardam-theki fees to' the- jmawal
or oth..r: talukdar, the homostead znd rice-l-ands sanll’
.be reallotted to hi.m. ‘Y€ {the talulcdar} .reallots thom -
to another person even when (the rclative). has mado: ffsuch_
o offor, and if the latter submits a cnmplaint t:}rkthlt
.ffect, the fonucr shull be punished with a fing. mmt—
ing to ten percer:t of one year's ruat oa the iand. .The .

lomastond and rica—landa shall then be raallottd’in ﬁu-::h
. relative,

.k l.-

. If no 1nt.ive makas such an otfer within thil-‘tY"
five days, the amali,  jbamawal,” cr other . tpl,;.kd-rr nay
- regallot (the homustond and ricei—lmds 0. any otiar p&rpun .
- who is willing to ke(.p the roof intaect and pny tha. pr@cribud
~ipchts and other. duzs, No (relative) who. makes an’ cf"d:
(1> take up” tho hmmt‘.ad nd rice-lands) ‘after tl-i.txn
fiw:: days ahall; reccive the roallotmant.

{"'_' i
o
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55. If a childlesc widow wh had bean occupying a-homestnad
on raikar land takas wp a lover, she shull not be :dlowed

w koop him in that hoonestead. If the necarest relqu...vc.
mokos an uffer within thirty-five days to trke ovar the
homegtead and rice~lznds on paymant of tiw prc,h..c.i.'-bu-a
rcnts and other dues and to kesp the rocf intacce, and:
if ha poys chardam-tcheki feous ranging beoweon cight
onnas ond five rupaoes to cha Jimnawal or other talukdar,
the romostoad ond rice-lunds gkl 'be reallett..d o ldm,
If (the talukdar) reallots the hemostend to  ansthoer poerson
ovesl whan the ncarest relcotive has mede such an o £Zor,
ond if Chic latter suomits a complaint to thht effacs, thao
former shail be punislid with a fine :.Jn..;un cing to tun por-
conk of one Year's rank, @nd the lomescedd and lands shall
Lhun bo renllottixd to such’ rel ative.

1f no rolative rickos such an offor withdn tnirty-
“ive days, the amali, imoawnl, or othzr tolikdar mny.
reallot (the h.atf.:s..tt,-ad md rici=1wnis) wo oany othvys nerqon
vho is willing to keop the rosf intact ond pay whe, rw1::_3.:-..{:r:j.l:u:'
runts :md other ..111.1._...:. : .

56, If a widrw who had been occupying 2 lwestend on roilar
1-ndtiakes up a lovar, leaving in that huomestead children
below sixteon years of age, and if friwnds aad ralatives
say: “"we chall bring up thaeze childraen, ccaupy ond wultivate
thhodr honstend and 1wnds, pay the prescribed osorts nd
other dues, =»nd, afvor Lagy comie of age, let tham occupy f

ooandd ultiv-.;'l_‘* the honcstuad and rice-londs leit by their
- parents, * then such trionds and ralatives shall be made
to affix their signature on a stipulation. tc that ceffect,
cmd allowed to ccaupy nd cuitivate the holest.ecad and
Dice~12nds. No person shnll evict them and geallat ther
lTomestead and rice-lands to othors. If he does s0, ho
- shall be punished with o fine of twenty rupcews in the
~case of a humestead, (nd of onae year's ruat in the cose
.. 0f rice=londs. The homestead nd rice-lands .shal:l bo restcred
o thaa rr_.rscnv who bring up the cluldrm.

oo If the child prx.ﬁens to live wi ch i\..._‘ m_t.hi..r, t:hc
widow shall not be permitt.d t occupy .tha homestesd alony :
wWith her lover for leoking aftor the child, sha may, howover,
ocaupy the homestend and pay the prescribed rente mnd other
: '.Iuem if shc ia willing to abmdon hrr lover and look. after

5. If a widow whu hwd beon occtq:ying a hbmeutcad on rhikar .
. land remains chaste tc her husband, . continues to live
thore, keping the rbof intact, and paying the proscribed -
crunts ond othar dues, no pergon shall, dgprive hoer of such
homestend and rice-lands or the ground that she is o -
widow. The w‘moq shall bo p-...m-itted to occupy and cultivate

:'Gun_i:a. ee
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duty, thae ouncr shall not be pernmittoed to evlict than and-
roodllot lands to othur poersons, unless the payment of
vnte 2n4d othur dues is defuult.d, and until cho cidldren
ri.ach the ace of sixtecen ywars. tbwevar, the owner may .
wvict tham if they d=fault in the poymuant of the prioscribed
rnts an othor ducs, ' ' '
I£ itho ovmer evicts (tho wifn, son, or duughior of
a person cultivating mafi londs ol the amove-rentionad
categorice who is killed in war, or di.z while on official..
duty) &ven whan they continue paying tha proescribed ients o
and oth:xr du:zs, he shall be punished with a fince anounting
to one y«ewr's ruits on the lands, which sh:ll be rastored
to (the wifa, son, or daughtor of the Jdeceascd parson) .

Aft. ..r the childraen roaeh tlie: aze of sixteen vears,
the owr.ar may cvict than, cven if thoy hove not dsfausted
in the paymant of the praescribed raats ond other dues,
to eultivate &the land: himseli, or yive thaon ont o other
ngrsons on higher ronts acccrding to the law. Mo chall
not be-doamed to hav: committed an offonse if o docs -
S0. ANY tenant who sulmits a complaint against the cwiier
for having rcesumed the lands for personal cultivetion,
or for giving them out to othar persons on higher ronts,
citer the childron reach the age of sixteen years, shall
be: punished with 2 finc of two and a h2lf rupeces, and
informed that the lauds cannot be restored to him,

If a lindwowldir wio has baen residing on raikor or jatatid

1 nds comiits any crime and absconds along with his. family,
a notice -hall be affixed at his housge prcacr:ih'lag a time-"
limic of tidrty-five days, If he doos not come MNigk and -
rcoccupy his homestond and rice-lands within that ting-
limit, and if his rclative makes ann offer within thoe pros-
cribed time-1limit to koep the roof intact ond ocoupy the -
lopestead and rico-lards on payment of the proscribed rencs
=d othar duws, 'these shall Lo reallotited to him, I 1o
rclative makes such an offcr within the time-limit of
thirty-.ive days, the lomoesiced and rice-lunds shall be
roallottud to any othur person who is willing to ke

the roof intact ond pay th. prescriked rents ond ctaer
dues. The absconder shall not be permicied to cliawm tine
lhomestead and rice-ionds subsequently, '

(To bo __continuﬁﬂ}’_' E
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King Prithvi Narayan shah
] B}r | B ;
Baburan Acharya

(Gontlnu 4 from tho J‘uly 1, 19 :7 issve}

(hzi 5 BﬂdunﬁhwraLthran Prithvi Lluraj_mn .;hah Sbmjmh.lf:r ta.
Jivani, A.D. 1723-75 (A short biograplty of His Majesty !
the great King Prichvi Narayan Shah, from A.D. 1723 to 17?5}.
Kathmandu: His Mdjosty's Proes secroetariat, Royal Palq.c,:;,. LRI
2024 (1967), Pt. 1, Chaptsr 23 “Janma ra EElY"tkdl" LT '

Chundrwprwbh:.w el and !{4115 lyavati wore on QDUJ :
corms wiikch -:_ach othur. Crown Prince Prithvi Naravan- shah -
uas Kupt and educated insido the royvael paloce untdl he
uas six or scwm Yours old, Phyb::.ca] developuent is ess "'1tial
along with the development oif cducation. This was the
reason why the two co-wilves star:t.d to impart training
to Crown Prince Prithvi N-rayan shah in sports in o play-
sround on a hill noorr the royal palace. In those doys, .
:i:.m]c—D-Khar, Dzndibivo, f{.,-::-tball, and wrastling were the
main hill sports. In addition, llkhi..l ond. Lu] amari -
“’lil(_.\-"‘nd-qt..(ﬂ{) wora'also popul Ly -

Every year in wint.r aftor theDashain Fc.st:'..val, S L
th. royal fomily used to shift to a palace in the volloy
© Pokharithok. The Ciovm Prince nust have started p: ractising
aor*,u-riding 't the ajge of cight cr ninc y:ars, bececause
chore wery horses in the royval stables. He must also -have
bean proficient in the game of footbnll kocause thoe
gmounds thore were uxtwnsive. Thne market of Pokharithok
us.d to rflourish in wintoer. Thore werce idols of Gorckhanath .
in Gorkha and Kathman: ":,,., only in the rwion east of Doti,
_rananons and Th-kuris, and Chhetris of that r-glon, thercforc,
wicanp &d At Pokharithok during their pilgrimage to Gos~inkuada |
wnd Paslupatinath. They used to visit Gorkha to pay their
ruspocts to Gorakhanath, who was o dewtee of Goddess:
ranakamana, because Manakomana was 2 cantdr of pil¢rimage
ior the peorle of Kathmindu and also for Magars inhabi ting
the region from Pyuthan £o Dhading, Tho shrine had bowmn
install:d by siddha Lakhan Thopa. In this ‘manner, the.
morket of Pokharithok in. Gorkha was visitel Ly poople
from mony places in winter. The pilgrime were difforont
ccstumes and spokoe difiorent longuages. During his si.-..y
7t Pokharithok, the Crown Prince had an opportunity to
h,"udy thelr ways of 11 feo.' Ho did not 105& th:l.s appoz.tl.m:.ty.
He S1so continucd his studies. - }

{mntu- This account is basﬂ on a :..tudy af thn mntdq:orury
situation).

Contdies’
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fmewun Chandron rabhz haid the main hand in buiiding
the character of King Prithvi Narayan shal.. The ueen
cro~nted hotbred in the mind of the Crown Prince for luxury
whan she saw the princes ¢ £ the Chaubiszi principalitics
spoilt by luxuricus living, This is why tha Crown Princo
aid not have the slightest intoation of living o lasurious
lifo., He dovddopad » qead characeor and bocame oourageous,
sursevernnt ond industcious from his vexy childinod thankg
to the roral oducttion he roceived from the uoon.

(Hote: This accunt is basod on o study of the chorocter
: of {iing Prithvi Naorayan chah).. :

Sam:: rnon-..h-_. betore the birth of Crown Prince Frithed
tiaray~n Shan, Jagajjoya Mall: hnd bocoma King ol J’ﬁ¢1h11:ur,
ond Yogrprakssho Mnlla of Lalitpur, o the terms s had
Laen ‘..t.u;h lat.od buiora, whoi Mahendra Sinha, King of Delakha,
Kantipur, and L.'.xlit.pur diod. T2gaijay? tiall- 4did rot ollow
Milonarayan, son and hedr-opporoent of Mohendra ginlv, to
becooma hing of Dolakha, Ho drove Niloaanray n out ol Dol-kh-s, -
which hg onnex«d to Rantipur. King Ranajit iinlla of Ehaktopur”
was angry with Jagojjaya Malla bechusce of this acticn, e
had given asylum to Wilonarayan Malla, But it was boyond
Renjit Mnlla'ls pover to rastore the thronce of pDoloakha to
Milonarayon,. Therctore, Ranajit Moalla did not moke active
ufiorts to do so. Nilnnarayan Malla went out of Bhcoktopur
in disguisc with the intention of rcegaining the.throace
£ Dolakha thoough the suppert of the Kings of Lomjundg,
Tonatu, ond mokowsnpur. Whaen he recchod Naladum-Godhi
ccoomponi.d by thirty-two bodygusrds from Dolakhn, the
aificlals who had gene thoerce fmom Kantipur for pruicccting
the fort kill.d sixtcecwn perscns, including Kilonarayoan, o
with the help of the inhebibk:, &5 of Sinkhu. Scvintaun of .
the tldirty-twe kody-guards Wel cyptured :nd sent to Kantipur.
Jogajjays Malln rewordeld his officinls and the inboblitants
of swnkhu for their nchicvoment (in .arly December 1724 A.D.).

(dote: This account ig basoed on the copper inscription
of i pal Sambat 845 found at thoe tauwpic of vaj "’1_](“}(_]11"11
in sankhu. The inscripticon doog not cleonly mmtion
the killing ¢f Nilanarayen Malla. But it dnoes not
refer to his fcite. As such, therc is no doubt _kt)ut
his killing).

King er,]it Malla of Bhoktapur become angry ot t:l"

ssassination of Niloanarayan -nd asked military assistance
J..r'ln:lﬂl King Narnbhup‘-l v Sshah ¢f Gorkha to punish Jagojjsya
Malla, Troops 'had to boe despatenel from 3crkha to Shaktgpur:
in disqguisc because Kantipur and Lalitpur had prohibitod ’
mwovement through thoir territories. King Yoga Prakoasha
Malla of Lalitpur ond Jagajjaya Malla had reachued an agrae- -
mont by this time? honce it had bicome difficult for Romajit
Malla to ~ctack theaw., Even thon, the troops of Bhalktopur

Contde..
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“Iid Gurkihn veceupi .d an ~rcn ip Lalitpur wlich adjoin-a -

cns scuthom Lordor of Bhzxtapur. Fut King Ranajit mMalla

Was plocxt in a Al fficult pusitisn when tho Gorkiali- troops
sided with Yoga Pralkasha Mall~s and Jvacuntedd that cren. -

It was for this resson th t King Ranajit Malls won over
dagijjays Malla by maliing o gront of money, s thet he .
right be able w isolacs Yoga Prakashy Malla, Put Jagajjaya
Malla and Yoga Proktisha Malla soon Joined han-ds agodn, .
~Mmd succaadE? in isolating Rweuajic Mclla  bhiosolf, As o -
result, Ranajit Malla wns Sorcod to 40N an agreaencnk

w2 pay ocowpensaticn, Che Gorkhalis rocudived Rs 8,000 ag
thair shar:. A few months aftcr the codclusicn of this -
cgreement, . the tomops of koth Kantipvr mnd Lalitpur occupi:il
some nroas of Shoktapur to the enst of Katlmandu Valloy, :
Pence pravailed in these arens for three yoars whin Jagaj jav-
Mrlla evncuatad the occupl ol areas by nceeniing tum clcephants
“ad osome monay, SN T

(Woete: Thuse accounts . brecd on tha Bhnshn Vansacwnli

oL Khardar Buddhiman ‘singh, According o this work: "rho |
Kirg of Bhoktapur was loft alone in 845 Viko~mae e occupi -1
Hisconklu in the month of Bh-ira with the holp of tmoops

irom Gorkha. King Yogo Prokosha Malla of Lalitpatian ro-
occupicd Bisankhu aftor winning over “he Gorikhali. troops

w his pide in the wonth of Kartik, The King of Bhaktopur
offcred an clogphant onl an amount of Rs 13,000 to the hing
of Kantipur, nd sucecwded in isclating Yoga Prakosh:a Malla,
After a fow Advs, Jagsjjava Malla silud with Yoga Prakasha
Malla. Again, afit .r o month, th: throeoe Kings of Kuntipur,
Lalitapattan and Bhoktapur mot At Ko taswar, and the [dng

ef Bhoktopur offerad two 1 phianis and Rs 24,000, which
ing Jagajj-ya Malla, Kiag Yoga Prakashs dnlla, nd the
Gorhhalis shar:d wwng thomselvoes. . The iings ci K-ntipur -
ond Dhakt-puar worshipp.d M-chindranath Ly poving tho are
wound the temple with stone in the month ¢f Badszkh 846,

"salci quaitly, the Kings of Rantipur and Lolitour .
juincd thaeid ftorcer to abtack Bhakt-pur anidl occupi <l Plulbori,
aada, Dapceha, ond Kabhre, Tho King of Kantipur ci.coinad
two celephrnts and Rs 8,000 tfrum the King of pBhoktopur,
King Yoga Prakasha Malla -1i.:1 on “hadra Krishna 12, 849,
e was succoedad by Vishnu Malla. Jagajjaya Malla anad
Vishnu M2lla jointly attack.d Bhaktapur in thoe fiftogith
Jwar of his reign (Poush 851), They succeedced in occupying
six viliages, including Nalagram, and obtaincd a.shure.-
of three villages cach. King vishnu Malla scttlel Gorkhalis
in the villages that f£cll to his shara. All the three Kings,
- then held a meeting and the King of Bhaktopur rotumed .
home after signing ‘a bond to offer clephants andd mongy
w fre. those villages, Lator, when the bond was not ful-
{illed, the othur Xings bocame angry "no scet up o, fortress .
ok Chorpur; and later gven in: Bhaktapur, The King of e
Phaoktapur procurod troops from Tanalu, Lamjung, -nd Makwanpur,
nd drove out the invaders. He reoccupild the villages
and enptured 120 Gorkhali soldiers. King Ranajit Malla
- choroafter gainud the suppoert of King Vishnu Malla by
- Paying him money." - ' _ -

»

mﬂtﬂ.;; Y | . ’ V



172

"As Lthe original h::mp o £ Buddhiman Singh was Lali t-pur,r .
tiic acoount of this principality given previously by him .
is almost idaitical wich aveilable thyasafus. It iu, therefore, *
possible that tha acccunt is largely ocorrect. But «ll his '
writings are incouplete, and accovnts based only on his
work, although olbscur:, cannot be ignored, If mor~ thyasafus
ore later discoverad, additional information may Lo obtaiiied).

King Yoga Prakacha Mallas dd:-d aftter a rule for seven
vyears (S tember 1729), King Jagajjaye malla then gove
Lis daughter in morriage to vishnu Malla, the hoir-apparent.
Lacer, the Gorkhalis supportad the owo Kings whea thay .
Jnintly invaded thye arcas lying r.;utsj.de Bhakcapur vVolley.
cinca King Ranojit Molla was left along, the Kinge of Tanahu,
Lanjung, wnd Makwanpur doespabched troops to hisg addl in order .
W defend has principality. As a resull, the troops of Lalitpur
ind kantipur wore forced o withdraw. fhe 120 Corlkihali soldiocrs
woers released when thay sucrendoered. (Circa A.D. 1731).

(Hote: The King of Jhaktapur, Ranajit Malla, had to spend

scven yoeas 1nm difticultics after bhe started a wur with

choe Kings of Kantipur aad Lalilpur, This lod to o heavy :

loss of 1lite and proporty, though not of torri u:r-y. Meve th._,lc.sS:

he hias dnscalled a copper plate inceriptien at the main

wurtyard ol his palace, koasting that he had suceocdod _

in driving out thoe troops of Kantipur, Lalitpur, and Gorkha,

In that inscription, he has ulogiscd himsclf as *"!cpald

Mahimandalaklhandala, Shri shri Jaya Ranajit Malla Dova.

The Kings of Lalitpur and bhoktapur wore not known as .

NMgpaleshwara so long ag King Pratupa Malla of Kantipur :

wos alive. Aftor the death of King Pratapa Malla, King

shriniwu a Malla of Lalitpur appears to have bt culogised
lHepaloshwara, Afcer his doath, his successors had not

u.LI d call thamerelvoes Hepaleshwonra. Tho Kings of Kantipur

clways uloeincd thamsclves as Nopaloshwera. King Ranajit

Malla of Bhaktapur olone appears to have ascuncd thoe title

of Ngpalavandalakhandnla only in this copper plat: inscriptici.

A village which 1lics beyond the southern border of Dhaktapur

was kiiown as Obhu at that time, The troops of Kantipur, .

Lalitpur, and Gucklhia, who had oine to occupy it, must have

Lean ropulsed by the troops of Bhaktapur. Bui ‘his was quite

a minor cvont, The victory at obhu do-s not appear to have

Croouped the loss sufferced during the seven-year war in

any waye. This coppor plate ingeription appe.rs to have

been instal. od-at the main courtyard, so that postority - __

night not know the fact that Bhaktapur had suffcrooda 1

defeat at th: Hands of Kantipur, Lalitpus, end Coul ) -

a

(To be continued)
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Miscolluncous Docuna nts of 1887 vikrama |

Land Crants in gungram
Falgun sudi 3, 188'? {44/"17)

Royal order to the poupanc and b :u:al brahnans QL -
sungram (sindhuli district) : -"You have conplained that. g
" rice-lands 1. vour Zistriet rave been granted to uut.;.idc.rs ‘
thmugh th....l orders, wikh the r._.ault hat you havg- hc.m

cdlsplaced. We, thorofore, cancel those grants, and ‘horeby.
airc..c:.. that Jdagicdars to whom rice=lands EultiVIihﬁd b)"
you under Jafnti tonurae have been assign:d shall allot -

than only to the ]::cﬂ. puacple, and tiiok the “enants,: on
thodr part, shall pay kut rants and ut'h r Auas "';.'.ﬂci:r
landlord, =nd also h.-.-.il':l;l}": loans uh:-..;.v 8¢ agKad "

,-fﬁ pointment of Ko twal
Falyun Sudi 8, 1u87 (44/217-13),

| Natu RIut was appoint.d otwal wiith all mal nd- jm;iir |
londs in Radtahat district, and thoe Parganncs of Dogtiya-.
and Matiwan in B ra digstrict, under his- juriszdictign. The
gppointmont was cffcetive Baisakh Badi 1, 1887, His duty .
was to-rucover stolen property, including cows, buffaloes,
ind oxen, and restore them to tho owners, He was under - o
ohligx tion to pay Salami - fn.:u:; uf Rs 500‘each tn tha loeal ..

cdiinigstration and thc amy., p;.rquisit.ca :I.nclude:.‘l Lhe
mllmwiug luv:l.cs on uach :“mu_]a x*shry years:

Grade of ranqu-. o Cash luvy N In-lnn_t_ld_lr.{ﬁy
Cbal on: rupes . Onoj'aund‘
Doyam ' : ' Twelve annas ' ) 30 suar'; '_
sim " B Eiqht"ann*xs' | :f 20 ac.c*rs ;
Chahiws | Fbur annas. _ 10 aq.;;rs.

The Kotwal was nlm pqmittxd t:o mlluct a 1r_vy of ﬁour |
Sanpas on . cach tangiya (ax.-c-.rrt ?} as usual.

‘YNokarrd Lund Grant: in Reutahat
Chaitra Bodi 4, 1887 (44/219). ”

LI

_ Iccharam had bean grmtod an allotment (patta) of” i
ten bighas of land in’ Bhodiyahi, Reutaghat” distrj.ct, on: it
payment of ten rupeas, at the rote of eight annas p-‘..r &
'___l.u.qha every yuar on mokarri tonuru. -He wasexauptod  from '
sho paymont of all olher taxes, with the oxception of’ .+
' Zajomanka (royal palace lgvies). The allotment): Elrst .«
made by the local administration (amil) had been rocon f:lmu..d
in 1885 vikrama by Genurzl Bhimsen Thopa, -and was agadn.
,- rc.mnfimod undor thv... ‘royal _n_al;on Cha.ttra ‘Badi-4, 1887,

contal:’
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Irrigation Din:-,_..ﬁ Lo in Mahotbari
Choditca badi €, 1887 (44/214-20).

R j’ql m:xl to_i:nptr;in Iirabhadra Kunwar: “"A disgpute
had occurred on thi: questicon of water for purposas ot
irrigation betwean pecsants cultivating jagir lands of
the amy in Marsi villag. mad teonts cultivabting the bicta
1#nds of Genoral dhinmson Thapa in Wonok village, koth in
Leradi parganna of Matottari dicstrict, In the course of
the ¢loshes, Bhikhow Rmit, Hanik Manaor, and Hovakh Raus
of Kanok viilage beat saheh Mandaors o mansi villog: to
dcath with wooden clubs, Thwy hawve heen put in jronsg and
imprisond for six months. Thoy chall now ba released on
payment of heavy fincs, out of which the Kochahari shall
colleect the tiko feoo, and the balanse shall be crongnd ttod
to the bircoowner. Tha bPirtoowner chell inflice purighmant
on tioge omong his t -Jlnnt:v who had coken port ia the '
clash.us, ™ ' '

Corplaint of People of Dullu an:d Jg;ailr;kh
Chadtra Badi 7, 1637 (44/220-21).

Royal order to the amuli, bhoardars, companics,  jagiridars,
jimmawals, and ryots in Dullu ond Dailckh: "The Jw-.loddad
company, while collocuing rovenus  for the Vikroma year
1837, ruduced the price of thicuwn (blankaes) to buanty
annas-cach, and thusg caused groat hardships to the pooplo,

A omplaint to this efficet was submitiicl to Chautariu

Pushkar shalh, who informod Ganeral Dhiasal Thopa accordingly.
The conplaint has now been reforred to us. We h;,r“by pmn.ulgnte
the following rcgulations in this regard:

1. analis and other jagird."rs who oolloct rents on rice-
lands sliall receive poayment hall in mohnr rupees, ond the
sther half in 16-anna rupecs and thituwa (blonketgs) . Tenants
'md Jimidnra shqll make pa:fments acecrdingly.

24" In thr.: futur-r_, thi tuwa (bl ankut,a] shall. nat he m.mﬂutx:d
- at tweut:\j mnna..s each, L

Landholding in Dotil
Chaltra Brdi 7, 1887 {44/221-22}

: Ru’ynl ordq:‘ _bo Naran Rosy.ira: “Ebrm\.rly, thn.. uillagc.» _
of chhoyagiun in th.: Dankot gorkha of Doti had bean granted -
to yvuriancustors by the King of Doti through a coppor-
plate inseription. The lands wore ubdivi.fl.ud in your fmnily,
uand the prescribed pota tax was Quly paid. subscquonily,
Jyani Rosyara and Hiruwa Rosyara died without leaving any
hedres ‘behind, apd a-dispute arose aneng tlic othor brothors
obout tholr share of the luands. It was evontually decided
that you slhould cultivate the lands by rotation. In the
y..ar 1882 vikrama, the lands wire reglsterad in thoe fourse-
oi a revanue scttlageaent in the name of Naran Rogynra. We
hercby issuc this order under the royal scal reconfiming.
the lands in your name. Pay the prescribed taxes through
the appropriate jimmawal and nmkhiya ana useo. l:.h»... londs as

your pmperty (baptti)
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Uncuciv cizd Erocidion
Chalern b2l 8, 1687 (44/222-23).

Poyol order w Capiain nMrabhadr- "Kunwar : "Wo have
Yocudviid corpluints that vou have dunondad poyments at
viie ©ebo of four rpe 5 wid five annhs necording o the
£ato curraiit in thok aies on enwch bighi from tonants. cul tivating
e birta 1.nds of pinaAnath Padnya in M-~dara, Katniyo, B
an:l Chawsiya. Bgohe-n o nda Pa.hyn, 2 Lirztaowner, h:d made
Wlotmunis (patta) pregcribing o rate of S.ar o on
coch bighn undor paddy, thug ducing che ronte by Sivie
nace The rotos foc othoer erope wor. fixed at o s=ill
lower level. The ryots: 50y thne they arcg willing e pay
ciXxes at thoesce ratos. Make collections At these rocos from
the yonr 1886 vikrcows, If you howve made ony oxeess oclloectiong,
rofund the balonce.® - :

Diglurs monts
Chaicra Badi 9, LU87 (44/224),

l. Kulanonds Jha had been granted a contract (ij-ra) for
tiie operition of mines in thg r_yion cast of Sangy g
sindlm, inciuling the Nagre mincs. He was orderod 6 di g~
lurce a totul amount of Rs 1,100 from thoe contractual pay-
mats due for the year 1e86 vikrama., The breakdown wits as -
«0llows: Mahindra Khatri - - - Rs 550; Cuman singh Panta -
= = - Rs 300; and Jabari - - - Rg 300, - |

2. sarl.r Jahar singh Baniva was ordered to Aishurce Rsg

4,900 from the thdk revenucs of Bara, Pnarsa, »nl Rautohat

for the year 1887 vikramn to rapay the cost of goods ‘borroued
by Colonul Mathbar Singh Thapa from the Tosakhana, .

sppointment of Mahanta in Chatra
Choitra Lodi 10, 1887 (44/225).

Royal order to Shuka Deco Rharthi: "Your precoptor,
ilabanta Bralma Bharthi, violat.d his duty and commni t:ted
swidal interoourse with a woman of the Barai caste.' We, .
thorefore, horeby ruwove him from the post of Mahantn of
tlie Chatra Asthon (monastery). Appoint Vishnu Lal Dharthi
ag krwobari (manager) « Perfom: the religious and.other
Anctions of the Asthan according to custom and- tradicion,
appoint and dismiss functionnrics acocording to noeds Keep
royal ordors issucd.by us.(Lalmohar), ond-thosc issucd by
the Makwanl Kings (byhamohar) .in your own quotodys" © '

Drought in Saptari and Mahottari
Chidtra Badi 10, 1887 (44/226).

Royal order to Cuptain Birabhadra Kunwar: “You have
et mouja-wise .ruarts of the extent of damage to crops
caused by drought jin Saptari and Mahottari during the year
- 1B87 vikrama. We .. reby direct that: L |
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(1) one-tldrl of tho 1:...::4 hqll b horno by tha -
C . rvaenul ogontracoor, | , -
(2) Anothur ono-thicd shall be }.‘U rn;;’ Ly the appropri ata A
joglrdor . S SERE

(3) Th- reasaining on. s-third r.:rf Ehe: loss shnll bo
IudjuLl1

Cong l*'"\,.‘ Gaon o ff aal
Chedtra B .\u., 11, 1u&7 (44/227).

apitoin Pir ool ol Kunwar was orl,iad o disarsc
ks 1,000 from thz thek rovanucs of Soptari and Mahottari
ilor Llh_ yonr 1887 vilkkroauwa 1o the nome 0 the thiel royal
concubing (sohila bhitreyord bojyoju) £ the-conscruction
af o tank. '

Privilages of & riaownoer
Chaitrw sudi 13, 1887 (44/227-28),

In 1849 vikroma (mD. 1792), King Ronn lﬂh‘.dur B
shah he.d granted tho mouja of Ranaban in sinrcouangacih to
D vadatta Thapa undor th;h-—-ﬁunir*d tenurc., The gront.
provided for cxawption from the paymont of-all wwies on
the mouja, including gaiyr =nd farruyat. towevoer, later
amils, sukbas, ond ijand-rs collected sair duties on
tidsg h:.rtﬁ tolding. D-vadr ce cea Thipz thon subnitied a- come
iPlaint to the royal polsees Thoe t._Y—-L.n.ranpt native of the
grant whg, thercifore, roconfimmaod.
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1, Regmi Research S(.I'iﬂ.:, Scptember 1, 1977, The p'::ga' :
nunﬂ;cgs of th.‘l....; issuc should be 129 to 144, not 113 1

2. R@i Rescarch g:h..s, 0ct:0ner 1, 1977, p. 133,
The figurce in tha 1ast lim, of the second parnﬂr ‘P—h
alnuld be 1£0, not 80,
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The Northern Border Trade in
Fumla

By
Devi c_:hanclra shrestha

( "Nepal-Tibbat Vyaparako Sandarbhama Humla Uttari sima
Vyapara, Hijo rz aja" (Ths nothern bkorder traie in
tumla in the context of Nupal-Tibot trade, yesterday
and today). Gorkhapatra, Aswin 14, 2035 (Septembor 30, -
1978).

A study of the ecunomic history cf hepal reveals
cthet from anci.nt times its economy has becn kelancrd
chrough tra .¢, particularly trade with Tibzt. This trade
wag oconducted mainly through ¥Yathmandu Valley. It was,
cherefore, netural that it should hav:e actractaed the
actention of students of higtory as well as of the rulers.
ioww-.r, from th: viewpoint of the nationzl economy as
a whole, there are many areas ond regions wiose ¢oonlomy
has depended on the northarn korder traJr;. Humla is one
of such areas.,.

The trans-Himalayan trade conductz:d through Humla
forms only a part of the trade through the Karnali region
of Nepal and west-rn Tibet, The history of this tr:=do
JOcs back to the ¢leventh century A.D., wWhen Sinjapuri
(modern Hat.-;’jinja.} as ostzbliched ags the capital of the
¥hasa Kingdom. It was the trade between ths Kernali region
and west.rn Tibet that the extonsive Khasa Kingdom flou-
rishad in the Himalayan region for about 350 yaoars. Tio
border trade through Humla, on which thc economy of that
area depended, formad a part of this historiczl legecya
The Khasa Kingdom later gplit into the Zaisi Kingdoms,
and Hamla came under the control of che kKalyal Thekuris.
'These Thakuris naturally sterted dominating the northern
rorder trade through Humla.

In 1846 gamvat, the Kingdom of Jumla was incecroo-
r-rted into Nepzl, and edministrative control of the
ncrthern border trade pass<d into the hamds of the
cantral government, such concrol continu-d until 2015
samvat. The korder trade was then aftected by the
political changes thzt had occurr<d in Tibet.

Traditionally, goods were <xchenc.d frcely between
Humla and west<rn Tibet through ifour points, whlc:h arc
as follows,from east tO wust:i-

l. Tanke-Bhanjyang

This route procceds along the banks of the Loti- -
kmola river through Tanke-Bhanjyeng in the Changlo- iiimal
range. Negpko 1is the last village in northe-eastern Humla-
on this route. The village now forms a part of th: Melchham
Village Panchayat of Humlaz district.

Contde.
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2. Chumwakhola=Bhanjyang

: This routc proceweds through thee Cimqukholc. gl-ci.r.
Do jam, the last village on the NLE poli &l "h.,_.lis now a parc
of the Bargoun Village panchavat.

3. Lapcha-Bhan jyang

This rout® procec¢ds through Limi, a2 collective
term used to denote three villages i north-western
rflumla: Bol, Helja, end Jodh. Those villages now Ccm ti-
tute a saeparate village Panchsyat. :

4. Nara-Bhanjyz ng '

This route pfoce:ds along the banks of thq:- Hurrl a-
k.arnali river through Mira-Bhenjyang. The last village
on the Nepali side is vari, now in the Muchu Village |
Panchayat. There is a Nepali Police checkpost’ in Muchu. .

The first three routes have remained closLd for
the past s=veral y.ars. Ccnly the Nara-Bhanjyang routx
is now used. It passes through Khocharnath and reaschos
Taklakot in Fur=ng. Taklakot is open for Nepalis through-
out the year . However, traie is conducc:-d there only.
during th¢ period from mid-Ashadh to mid-Bhadra (July-
August) . There is no communication ketwzin Huela a2nd
Taklakot during the winter season.

Taklzkot has long been the main trading caonter in
Tibet for the Karnazli region of Nepsl. The Chinese =24~
ministration has retained this historical legacy, albeit
to a limited extent. In view of the new politicsl system
that has been introduced in Tibet, it is natural thet
cthe Tibetans should not be allowed to conduct forzign
trade as frecly as in the past. Border trade conduct:d
on barter basis is @#lso a part of foreign trade. As such,
it has been brought under govornmentzl control. Tibetan
traders are rogquired to hand ovar th.ir goods to a gov.rn-
m.ntsl agency. Thay are forbidden to :deal dirsctly with
Nepeli traders. The latter too are reguirod to hand over
their goods to the sam-. governm.ntal agency, which fixes
prices and supplies them with what thoey n:cde. our traders
tnen return to Negpasl with goods suprliad to tham in this
menner. Traders not only from Humla hut slso from K=z jhang
snd Darclula visit Taklakot in Tibet for purposcs of trade.

Nepali traders take mainly foodgrains to Taklszkot,
including rice, barley, barley flour, wheat, wheat flour,
and uwa. These are transport:d on the kacks of sh- p,
chyangra goats, and gelding goats, which ars callcd jakna,
puclfcd in bags of sking which hang on both sides. Th .so
bags are call-d lukel. The inhabitants of the Limi @ree '
of Humla also teke to Taklakot artistic wooden Vese.ls
csl led phumru and chiruws ( juniper) wood on th: b:zcks of
yaks. The inhabitants of Bajhang similarly take gmdq in
dokc:- baskuts made of nigalo skin (choya).
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salt is the main commodity which Nepali traders
purchase in Taklakot, and wool .is anoth¢r. However, noithear
commodity is now available th:zre in adequate guantities.
our traders also get some quantities of cloth, =shocg;,
cigarettes, and othsr goods of Chinese manufacture. The
balance due to them is credited to their account in
chinese currency. There is no competition on the basis
of demand and supply as before. The cfficial trading
agency itself arranges for the supply of specified itams.
rroblems have, therifore, arisen for Mgrasli traders.
N¢pal and china should undertake joint studies of such
problems. ‘

One of the main problems is th=t th. tradjng scason
in Taklakot is brief and covers cnly two months in che
year, Formerly, ths market used to be shifted from one
clace to another in Nepall or Tibetan territory accord-
ing to the season because the bord:r was open. For
instance, there used to be markets (hat) at Yari, Yslbang
and Limi in Humla, and Majule in Limi. But now Tibetan
traders ar¢ not allowed to visit Ngpal, so that these
markets have stopp «d tunctioning. The kricf period of
time now @vailable for trade in Taklakot cannot lea=d to
the expansion of bilateral trade.

Commcrcial information is almost totally unsveilable
to Nepalil traders. They do not know what quantity of
srlt they will get in exchange for their goods when they
resch Taklakot after a journegy of about «¢ight or nine
days. NoOr is there any way they can know in advance whocher
or not they can ¢get th:re the goods they need. Most of
them do not know what priccs will be fixed for their goods.
I'hey have to return with whatcver salt and oth:r goods
chie Chinese trading agency supplies to them.

Th.re is no agency in Taklakot which represcents
epall traders. It is necessary for His Majesty's Govzrn-
mcnt to stetion a trade agency th-.-re, walch may furnish
necessary information to Ncepali traders, Goods will then
be exchanged ketween the official agencies of the two
countries, which will make it easy to calculecé profits
on the border trade, ‘

Bucause of currency problems, trade between Nopal
and Tibet 1s still conducted on barter kasis. Arrangemerts .
nove been made tor payments in convertible currency for
¥athmandu's trade with Tibet. If an official agency is
~stablished in Taklakot, the same proccdure may be followed
fe.r barter trade as well. The par value of the Nepsli
rupee has been fixed by IMF, but China is not a merb .r
of that body. The Sovi.:t Union, which is a communist
country like China, is also not a manber of IMF, but it
nas announced tha par value of the roubls, Consideration
.tould be given as far as possible to the question of
fixing the oxchange value between the Nepali and Chinase
currenciis. '
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Both goverbments should meki efforts to diversify
the border trade commodity-wise. Thire ars nd foregsts
in the Tibetan plateau, hence thire ‘ig a big déemand therel
timber and firewyod. In Humla, on the sther hand, th.re
nre dense forests from which we can supply these commo-
dities to Tibet, in addition to sawn timber and furniturc.
similsrly, cottage industries wiuld revivie in Humla if
the supply of wool from Tibet was restored. Nepal cen
also import som< manufactured tonsum.r goods from Tibet,
w.ich could raise the standard of living of the inhabitant:
of our northern bord:r areas. ' '

Thaz volume of trade that was oncuy aonducted brtwe N
Hdumla and western Tibet bofore politicsl chenge in Tibet
ie now a thing of the past. The trade is now conduct:d
only in a nominal volume, which has dislocated th. (conomy
of the entire Humla region. Agriculturc is nbt an attracti-
occupation in this r«gion and now trade too is in & neg-
lected state. In order to give a new dimension to trade,
between Nepal and the Tibetan region of China, thercofore,
‘both sides should meke efforts to exp-nd border. trade
between Humla and Purang on new lines.

% o &k ok ok

King .Prithvi Narayan Shah
" By

_ Baburam Acharya
(Continued from the November 1978 issue)

Guns had begun to appPear in the'Malla principalities
of Kathmandu vally 50 years before King Prithvi Narayan
Shah' s’ coronation..Then guns were used also for wer. They
were procured from Indian traders residing in the Malla
principalities. By the time of Prithvi Narayan shah'es
coronation, the number of guns was prokably less than
150, Prithvi Narayan shah hai realised that’' if guns were
used properly in war, other weapons like bows and arrovs,
spears, swords, khundag,etc. would be rendered us-=lesSe.
Therefore, 'he had thought of buying some guns during his
trip to varanasi. During his visit to ratns, Prayag, and
Varanasi, he had seen increasing use of guns throughout
India. Formerly, Buropean traiers. used to manufacture
Juns and cannon in their factories, Later, the Mughals
and Marathas too established gun and cannon foundri cs
by employing European mechanics. But minor kings were
unable to establish such factories on their own, and
use cannon; hence they had 'to buy whatever guns they
needed from the European traders. These guns were sctually
flintlocks, and hence flints were essential. But the
Iuropean traders did not sell flints easily, and when
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flints w=re not available, the flintlocks were worthlﬁss.
Instructors and mechanics also were essential for the”
speration and repair of these flintlocks. King Prlthwi
Narayan Shah had redlized the importance of flintlocks
tor the unification of Nc¢pal. But the cost of a flint= " -
lock at that time was about Rs 60, It was also difficult .
to procure Indian instructors and mechanics and serntle 8
them in Gorkha. However, King Prithvi Narayan Shah 'seems -
to have purchased through agents some flintlocks, tents
and other materials essential for war, He also brought
along with him g Muslim who could work both us lnstructnr
and mechanic. ~ .

(Note: m:cor&mg to a Christian PfiE‘&t who had
visited Kathuandu Valley, Prithvi Nerayan Shah had brought
clong with him from Varanasi a Muslim who knew how to~
mke guns. I do not rememiber the source. This possibly:.
mzant that Prithvi Nasrayan. shah had purchased some guns
in Varanasi. It was obviously meaningless to bring a
mechanic if no guns had been purchased. The mechanic:
appears to have gone back because the guns could-not
actually be used, According to the Dibys Uradesha, three

Fuslims who could manufacture and repeir guns had coma
cO Nuwzkot from Lucknow and taken service with Prithwvi
Narayan shah. These Muslims were employed to. train che:.
truﬂps aft:r guns were seized from the army of Kasim -

»1i Khan in Makwanpur. According to the biography of
brithvi Narayan Shah (E. 16), a porter who was carrying
icwly-purchised tents lost his way when Pritihwi Narayan
shah reachsd Butaul. Most of the stories contained in
chet blography are baseless, but the reference to tents
~ appears to be true. ‘1t was ndtural that Prithvi Narayan

Shah ghould have brought other minor supplies of wel
along with guns and tents,) '

While returning to Gorkhs from veranasi thmugh

his maternal grandiather's house in Palpa, rrithvi @
Narayan Shah had planned to inspect routes and atudy
situation in the Chaubisi principalities that lay on @ .
che way. Therefore, he left Varanasi znd proceaded t.hrough
Gorakhpur. On the way, a customs official, despising: |
Frithvi Narayan Shah as a petty hill king, asked him to
open his baggage for inspection, During his tour of three
Oor four months,. prithvi Narayan shah had gained aufficimt
understanding of the disturbed policical situzstion and-
the corrupt tendencies of ithe local officials. such '~
arrogant conduct on the part of a minor customs official
'was not tolerasble to the self-respecting Gorkhalis. 'rhey |
- regarded it as an insult and gave a ficting'reply. A .
~ dispute ensued, and the customs.officiales started” bg:-at.iru; ._

up the Gorkhalis. This was- quite intolerable to the sr'-lf-

~ Cespecting Prithvi Narayan Shah, and he: k.tlled anmc- cl;‘
. the officials through his bcdygua:ds. * ‘

|  This rash actmn of the youthful King Pril:hv1 harayaﬂ
Shah naturally led the local police to take action.. Brithvi
Narayan Shdh then t.r:.ede to evade than and, reacl;l Butaul. |

CL Ld-; _$ .
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:1,,_ knew that local hoqligans ‘were capable af ava:ling tha T
police. In those days, gangs of Naga and Bairagi hooligans
‘Used to roam around almost everywhere, including oudh, .
pihar and Vsranagi. although they were called as ascetics,
they occaslonally used to rob travellers and: traders
Lehind the backs of the police. Pritlwi Narayan shah

ftound out ¢ lesder of such ascetics and urged him to

nelp him to re.ch butaul safzly by evading chas police. -
The leader promised tc help, but demanded much of money

in return. Prithvi Lsrayan Shan did uct have L0 wuch o
mweneye. Even then, he promigsed to give. the leader tho

sum he demanded. The latter then help-d Frichvi Naraysn
shah to arrive safely at Butaul by evading the police.

(Note: This untoward incident has been describad
in another way in the Sanskrit inscription installed.
on @ stone slab at the royal palace in Nuwakot twenty-—
one Vears later in A.D,. 1762. According to thst incscription:
“yho will not appreciate the qualities Of (rrithvi Marayen
Shah) who killed Muslim kings whose customs officizls
wanted to create obstructions on.his way back from varanasi T
The inscription dooes not:'mention where the incident . occurrai;
This is the first ruch reference to that incident. .

The sccond reforence is contained in l-i.‘_;unllmn'_a'
An _Account of the Kingdom of Nepal, which was written
forty years latecf, iliamilton (F. 245) writes: "when 'a
very young man, he (Prithvi Narayan Shah) vis sited Banara.s,
and having met with what he considered insolence at some
(Chauki) - custom~-house, instantly puc the officers to
dzath. He wus concealed from the police by a (vVairagi) .
person.dedicested to religion, who, induccd by most abundanc
promises, conveyed cthe highland chicf in safety to his
cousin, Makunda Sen, Raja of ralpa."

Hamilton too does not mention the place where the .
incident occurred. 4t anmother place, Hamilton has mentioned
Prati Nidhi Tiweri, a bhardar of ralpa, as one of hig =~
informants. It appears thzt Hamilton obtained this account
oo from : the Tiwara, although he has not said so explicitly.
The account scemg to be.reliable.-

- Ninety-fiva yeara dftLr the incident Dccurfai, it
was described in the biography of ng Prithvi Narayan
Shah 1n the followlnq words: o

“(King Prithv.t Narayan nah) than Lai*t the ci ty
.of Kashli at an auspicious moment on his way back hone.
When he came out of the city and reached the cuatama-'
post on the Varuna, the madhise officials . wanted to
¢xamine his baggage. Prithvi Narayan Shah told them:
"We have come here on pilgrimage. We are not tradar:,
SO We will not let our kaggage be examinad." The afLJ.ciala
rana@ined intranalgent and even tiried to use violunce,
They caught hold of the horgse which King Prithvi Nazravan
Shah was riding. Some of them triel to match. the swoids
of Laxmi Narayan Pande, @Qunanidhi Panta, Biraj Bakh«ti,
and Ramakrishna Thapa, who were in front of prithvi

.'_mntd'.: B
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Marayan shah. King Frichvi Narayan Shah than signed to
than to use their swords. Gunanidhi Panta then said: "we
e Rana Rajputs. We héve no merchandise with us.!" Frithvi
Marayan Shah, on his part, szid: "Since you do not accept
“what we say, let us show you what we have," and struck
st the madhisc th was trying to seize his sword on the
right. Prithvi Nzreyan Shah similarly scruck at anochsr
p:rfson who was trying to seize the swords of the four
uan i he too was killed. At that time, the sword of King
rrithvi Nareysn Shah looked like the sky illuminaced

#ith lightning, The mddhlmes; decupict:ered on all sidzs
with that sword, looked like'amuchi zhd other dﬂltzat
who had bewzn killud by -Indra with his valra.-

"when King Prithvi Narayan &hah's sword fell irom
nis hands, the following persons starcted killing the
mzdhises: Viehnu Shah, Tula shah, Bhadru shah, Chandra-
prakasha shah, Muradhara shah, Laxmi Narayan Pande,
Gurienidhi Panta, Ramakrishna Thape, Granza, Biraj Rakheti,
landu Padhye Kediraya, Jayakrishna Thagpa, Chamu Khotri
Ojha, Jasiwanta Rana, Debu Rana, Sotegsbonuwa Thapea,
Jusczkarna Bohera,, Mudhya Thepa, Shivarams Basnyat, Chamu
,vkaya, Dware angada, Dware Thunya, Dware Sate, Mani
Kuntha Rana Bushal, Dware Naicharama; Dwarz Dhajjamani,
and sardar Balibhanjasna Malla. Many madhise¢s were tlus
kil led. When the Gorkhalis struck at the. ‘madhiscs with
tligir sworde, it looked like lightning flashing in  sky
svercast with cloudsy the madhises were like eclouds,
snd the sun's rays, falling on the khunras and khukuris
2f the Gorkhalis, looked like lightning. King Prithvi
narayan shah looked like an elephant surrounded-by tigers.

"The Gorkhalils thereupon left the;place, after
killing seversl madhises, and wounding several otherse.
The inhabjitants of the villages through which they vassed
fled on their apfroach. King Prithvi MNarayan shah then
tcld his followers: "The King of Kashi is & powerful Xking,
He Will surely pursue us when information about the fight-
‘ing at Veruna resches him. If he sends nis troops against -
ug, others may say that they are pilgrims., But I cannot
neY s0. We must look after ourselves." Fing Prithvi
Narayan shah then ordered that Biraj Bakheti be plac.d
on the palanquin, and taken away as if he were the king.
His fol lowers accepted the plan, but suggested that Jaya _
Beniya be sent instead of Biraj Bakheti, because he lcoked
more like Prithvi Narayan Shah. The King agreed, ard Jaya

Baniya was taken awry on the palanquin as if he were thw
king., . N | _ e

""Heaﬂwhilt, King Balabandan Simha received the
report that a hill king had killed many madhises at .
VelUna. He sent troops to check the Lep0rt,.. These troops -
reechad the checkpost at varuna and saw what had hapy ened
there. . They procecded a few miles, but did not come
icross King Prithvi Nardyan Shah's parcy. They then .
chdllEi how King rrichvi Narayan shah had brought Lne

cor .
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nooligans of varanasi und«r his control, and came to the -
. conclusion thet he was & man of great valor. King Bala=
sandan Simhat's troops accordindly felt vory afraid and
reported to him that they had not becn ahle to intercapt
[ ing Prithvi narayan Sheh's party. ‘ .
"In the meantime, King [ritivi Nerayan shah had
procecded 2L oL 30 ﬁgﬁL Jaya bDaniva Lot boen Al sqguic A
ag the kinag, lest the troops of King belabandan Simbio
should come across thean. since the danger bd passed,
ne cagt off hig disguise." (pp. 12-14).

The fourth account of the incident was written 134
yeals lac<rC in the Bhashs vamshavali of khnardsr buddhiman
~ingh (p. 303). It ic =g fcllows: "(ring Prithvi Narayan
shah) thuen took leave ¢f the mendicant andl left (Veranasi)
at an aug) icious mauent. When he reachsd the Gomati river,
the guards ctationed b thaot place creeted trouble. (K iny
vrithvi Narayan Shah), unable to tolerate this, signed
o his follow.rs to use their swords. He then reached
Tenahao "

This is che rfirst untoward incident chat took pldce
in the life of King pritlvi Marayan Shah. It is, thwofore,
nucess ary, to determine the place where it occurred,
according to the biography of King prithvi Narayan S-ah,
che inecident took place at the Varuna checkpost. The
yoruna rivoer flows in the north of Varana: i city. The
city is thus cituated on the right bank of the riv.r,
wiiile the Zamindari of Balawznta Simha was situacted on
he left bank. 1t is possible that there was a checkpost
at that place where duties on goods exporced fLrom th= -
city wer « collected. The Comati river marked the boundary
between the Zanindarig of B.lawenta Siwha amd Sheikh
abdulla ot Ghazipur. Poth zamindars owed allegiance oo
Mewub Sa'adat ¥han of oudh. It is possible th t thire
was @ checkpost on the banks of the Gonati river betwean
the two zamindaries where duties on gocds imported i1 to
Chazipur were collected. The stone inscription at the
Nuwekot palace staces that Muslims had been killed. 'This.
might mean thuit the incident tock place at the checkpost
locataed on the bank of the Gomati rivers. However, the
inscription too is not very reliakle.

It sppears that the incident took place becaucss
King Prithvi Narayan Shoh could not toleraste the i.sQlent
and viclent moanner in which the officials of the check=
post demanded that th: baggage be ofenad tor inspoection.
1he provocation doce not seem to have Leen ordinary.

Where wore the Mishras, who haid Lesn h2lpding king
prithvi Mar:yan Shah, at that time ? It is possible that
they saw no special necd for help on the way back, «nd
.0 took lcave of King prithvi Naroyan on the right bank
of the Veruna river. aAlternatively, they wight have buen
with him at the time of the incident, arrangel ror haolp
from the Bailragis, .nd accompanied him up to Butaul. -
(End of the note).
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King Gandharva Sen of Palpa had died several ycars -
plreviously, and his grandson, king Mukunda Sen 11, was
on- the throne of that principality. He was a few ycars
older than King Prithvi Nzrayan Shah. The kings of Falpa.
used to spend the winter in Butaul. King Mukunda Sgn weés
in Butaul when King Prithvi Nar:yan Shah arrived th. re.
King Mukunda Sen was happy that King Prithvi Narayan ghah
had returnad sately from Varanasi. They exchanged courtesies
ind spent 3 few days more in Butaul, ;

All the men accompanying Pritivi Narayan Shah to
Varsanasi, and the supplies he had purchased, were &lso
cefe, Prithvi Nerayan shah then left Butaul after taking
leave of Mmukunda Sen, Crossing the Kali-Gandaki river _
at Ridi-Ghat, he made a general study of the routes and
thie situation in the Chaubigi principalities of the Andhi-
klola region, and arrived at Gorkha around the end of
Merch, and thus made his mothers hasppy,

(Note: The biography of King Prithvi Narayan shceh
contains a ridiculous account of what happened whan he
reached Butaul, It says: "The day after he reached: Butaul,
King Prithvi Naravan Shah went outside to reli<ve himsclf,.
He broke wind noisily, and the madhise soldiers of thea
Prince of Pzlpa reported to their lord that this had
hap pened because the indigent king of & small principality
had eaten bed food, Taking this as an insult, King Frithvi
Nerayan Shah had sixty or seventy of the madhise soldiers
killgd.® ' '

In cthe first place, this account is ridiculous.
Secondly, the biographer's imagination that King Prithvi
Narayan shah could have siXty or seventy men killed on
- the prectext of such an incident is regrettable and sur-
eising. King Pritlwi Narayan Shah was @ human being,
not a tiger, hence he could not have conductzd such a
massSacre. The biographer did not reslize that his false
praise of King Prithvi Narayan Shah actually implied a
strong condemnc tion, | .

The biography also contains the following account:
"Jagneshwzr Josi Aryal made curry for King Prithvi Narayan
Shah by boiling stones from the rivers. The curry tasced
like¢ fishe King Frithvi Narayan Shah folt very plors=d.”

. It is true that indigent Murmis boil small pebbles
from streans during the dry sceson, and add salt and
chillies. They tzke this curry along with hominy, bucause
iv tastus like fish, The imagination of the biographar

in having King Prithvi Narayan Shah taste this curry
deserves thanks. He has duscribaed King Prithvi Nerzyan
Shah as che sister's son of King Gandharva Sen, and
described King Gandherva Sen's dead son as still alive.

A bilograph:r who was not #ware even of the relationghis
between King prithvi Narayan shash and King Gandharva ~.n -
cennot be described with words available in the N.7:1i
language. ' :
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The author ‘of the Bhasha Vamshavali makes no roferencr:
to kKing prithvi latayan Shah's mecting with his matcrnal
‘relatives in Butaul, He statces that hoe raoched Tanahu’
direct, acconpanicd, by the King of oti, and +*hat the
latter left kKing Prithvi Narayan Shah in Tanahu. However, .|
fanahu does noc lic on the way between Varanasi and Doti.
1t has already b.._,w_sho*m that the account of King Prithvi
Narayan Shah's meeting'with the Fing of Doti is imaginary.

. {ind of note). .

gnd of Chapter IV: Coronation and Vigit to Varanasi

hokk s AWK

The Mutarfa Tax

on. Ashadh Sudi 9, 1843 sawnvat (July 1786), an ijara tor
che oollection ot revenue in the districts of Bara and |
rarsa was grant:d to Chsutariya Dalwmardan qhah, a bLrothet
ol King Prithvi Narayan Shah.

Rzomi RESLBICh lelcrtion, vol. 25, pp. 142-49

Mutarfa was one of the taxis that the 1jarsdal was
al lowed to collect. Nepali documents sha.-.d 1o llgl:t cn
iLhe meaning of this tax. 't

In his Economic History of In.ila,{Dulhi Publications
nivision, Ministry cf 1nforna tion and progdcasting, Covern-
iment of India, 1963 (reprinc of 1802 &d.), vol. II, pp.
118-19), Ramish Dutt writes:  “The Mutarfa tax: Spoak-
ing about Indian industries it is satisfactory to noce
that the Oppress sive and harassing Mutsria Tax on trales
and profuassions hsd been abolished by 1853 all over
India, except in the wunited irovince of Madras. The
Madras Native Association in their Phhlt;on to the House
of Commons deseribed the Mutarfa as @ "tax upon trad rs
-and occupations, <mbracing weavers, carpenters, all workers
in metals, all sulesmen, whether possassing shops which
- are also tax.d separately, or vending by the roadcsiade,

& C., some paying impost on their tools, others for

pscmission to sell --=-. axtending to the most trifling

articules of trade and the cheapest tools the mechsnic

can anploy, the cost of which is frequently excaeded sixx
~times by the Mutarfa, under which the use of them is

- permitted.” And che Association 'went on to state that

“it falls mor¢ heavily upon the indigent than upon the

wealthy, while the discrecicrary power und.r which it

is collect.d affords a wide field far the perpoetual

- practice ot inquisitorial visits, extortion and opproession,
a8 suits the pleasurg or the cupidity of the irresponsibla -

collectors, with whom it is no unusuzl thing to resort

to: imprz,anment and fetters in order to Cﬂmpilh their
wXacticii. " e . .
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The Baittle of Nalapani
EY .
Mahesh Raj Fant

(continued from the Novehber 1978.issuc)

Meanwhile, the scarcity of water crested a. paaic AR
loclide the fort. Because the wallg had ccllapsad, canmoo-
el s Lired by the bBritish stsrted reaching the interior
vl the rfort. Many men wer: kill~d or injured. The remain-
iy men became dencralized, - =

‘On Marga 16, four of the conmanderg, including
valabhadra Kunwaer, nede the troops sign a bond pledging
Lo e killad ingide the fort aftar killing the enemy,
~ub not to dsgert, 85 men signed the pledge. R

The Kelanala canpany had been sgtationed at a small
s0rt near lalapani. Sceing the predicament of the tort _
4t lialapani, i1t lefc that fort'and proceeded toward Dehra-
Jdun along with ics weagons and colors in the night of -
Marga 16. several men at the Nolepani fort who had promis:d
noc to degert followeld the Kalenala coampany, Congequently,:
only 50 or 60 men were left at the Nalapani fort. The |
1 pall commanders in the fort felt greatly disheartes-d

2¢ these develupmencs.

In the night of Margs 16, 1671, thev abandoned |
v 20rt of Nalapani, resolving' to defend the hills even
+i Delraiun hzd& been lost, : - :

| Three pieces among the eight at Malapani had been

i1 stalled on the walls of the iort, Tuey hed fallen out-
side when the walls collapsed. Two other pieces had been
unusable, so that only three were in cpsarating cordi tion.
Lae N ovralds lert then along with 2 or 3 wuris of gun-
pPowder at the tort, but took away all other wzapons.

On s eing the Nepalis abandon the dort, the Pritish
actacked them. The N-wolie resisted cthe atcack but con-
tinued to sdvance. They reschud Dwara in the morning cf
Marge 17, 1871 and stayed the whole day there. -

| Balabhadra sent a courier to the British with the
following messsge: "We had handed over to you your deesd
aud injured soldiers on your request. ¥e AOW_ request you
tv hand ovzr our injured soldiurs to us." Ti- BrigTizhh -
r<plied that they would look after.the injuced (Nopali)
=sldiers themselves. Accordiagly, they treated the 180 -
isjured soldiers at the Nalapani fort. . A A

The next lay, Marga 13, 1871 sanwat, the Nepalis
1 :t Dwara for the Gopichand Hill, where cthey had deciied
L2 build a fort. Dwara was not considered suitsble for
that purpose.’ S
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- The Nepalis spent the night at the CGopichand hill.

-~ At midnighe, the Eritish forces started bombarding th-ir "
camp. The Nupalis retaliated. meanwhile, sardar Ripupcrdancs
Thapa suscained an injury in his right arm from an eieny
shie)le He was unable to walk, and so was helued by his
~Jamadar to climb the hill. However, he could not go on
aid was forced to stop. I'he other Mepalis continued to
cascennd the hill. A

(Note: Acco:ding to wira Balabbaidra (P. 12), by
Surya Bikram Gnyawali, this battle occurred 2t a place
called Dubrigaun or Dubaragaun) . L

The next day, Marga 19, (1871 samvat), men sent
by talabhadia carried Ripumardans to Chamuwz. Kaji.
<aadipa gimha kasnvat also had arrvived at that ¢ lace.
On Marga 20, Kaji Rewanta kKunwar reachsd there.

i = The Nepalis had not made any arrnagements. for medical
crestment "at Malapani or any other nearby place. There
was @ physician only at srinagar, headquarters of Garhwal.
hance Ripumardana Thaps and 74 other injured persons wvere
sent to grinagar for treatment. -

Leaving raji «anad@pa Simha Basnyat at Chamuwa,
naji Rewanta Kunwar and Captain Balabhadra Kunwar went
to Jauvnt-Gachi. .

'Raji :akhtwar cSimha.Basnyat, who was in commani at
Garhwal, made adequate arrangements for the treatment
22t the wounded Ripumardana Thapa.

In this manner, the fiepalis resicted the British

at Nalapani 'even though they lacked several basic faciliti
and thus stowed theif bravery. ' '

_Ripumardana Thagé's Lettel .

A letter sent by. Ripumariana Thape to Kathmansu,
wnich contains a detailed account of the bDattle of Nalopani.
is given below:- ooy . '

- From Ripwnardsna Thapa to General Bhinseir Thapa
- and Kaji Ranadhwaja Thapa, blessings. :

3 All is well here. I chall be happy if 211 is well
there. I have receciveld your kind letter and ncted its
contents. The news here is good. You have written well,

- There wag heavy fighting with the British at Helapan?
~on Rartik 10.and Kartik 17. Eight British otficers, in-
“¢luding a general, a colonel, a collector, a ms jor' and a
captain, and. 1,000 or1,200 Bricigh and na:ive troope,
w:re killed, 1,700 or 1,80 otners, including Farigan

© . Saheb(?), were injurdd, according to porters who came

A.r¢ to reCeive the Jead bodies. I have already reported
tha matter. o : A ' .
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(The British) then came tu build roads in Nalapani
ai:d Nagal. We sent troops to attack them. 20 oc' 25 men
w=re killed on both sides, and some were injured. (The
Bricish) tien withdrew. I have alrealdy reported this too.”

From Nahan, ths followiny reinrorcanents were :
r=ceived ac Malapanis subba Chandravira Thepa and the
#“3lanala Conpany, Kaji Jasapau and 3 psactis of troops,

2 pattis oL the Gorcakh, one pstti of the Ranasur, and
aubedar Chamu Basnyat and the samerusarbasjung Company.

Mowhere else had the bBritish had =0 many casualties
«5 dt Nalapani. This undermined their morale. Their troops
ware ingut ficient, becaugs they had sent the dead bodies
0f the eight otficers tou Caleutta an:l alsc sent escoits
alony with the injured men. Moreover, they had despatched
one paltan of trouvps each to ... Ghat and Kelsi for fear'
tigt (the Gorkhalis) would attack Nuhan. Had we possessed
che necessary strength, we could heve made a surprisc
altLack, HoweveL, OUur trocps too were insutficient, because
raintorcanents had not yet scrived, and several wmen had
veen killed or injured at ‘ialapanii. .

From Jaunpur (in Tehri) Kaji Rannddlpa E;imha sent
in.ormation that ha was coming (to Nalapani from Malan.
iz gent soldiers (Tilanga) to ask him to come quickly,
travelling day and night. H:-- then reached Rajpur (<ast
or Nanan; near Dehradun). Meanwhile, (the enemy) laid
sicge on usg. (Kaji kanodiips cSimha) , consequently, oould
not. reach (Nalapani), and sO0 encanped near sarungaun.

The Pritish procur:d three biu pisces of canhnon
rrom Agra. (Ziccording to Bira Balalhaldra, these were
procured from Delhl) . They asSsanbl A4 their forces aid,
o Marga 12 (1871 -arnwatl . Proceeded trom Gurudwara to
nctack us from four sideg: the Nalapani coute, the Danda-
Lankimd route, tne NWagal rcute, &0d the Astal route. They
icought 20 or ¢5 pieces of cannon and installed then in |
~ascefn pill-boxes within firing range in the east and
ite north. Their shells danolish.d the stones ‘we had
aidled on the unfinished walls of the fort, but the portions
that had earli.r been corgrructad with lime mortar re~
mained- intact. Their cannen firad on us without inter-
up ticn day and night, so that the walls were demolished.
Halt of the walls on the ncrthern side ogllapsed, and
Lien the eneny attacked in the morning of sunday, (Marga)
15, (1871 samwat), We rctaliac d wich. guas, ;&crows, and
stones. The enany then tried to climb to the fort undur
iife cover ttwough the palisades, but we were able2 tc '
-K1ll them 2nd throw tham down the wallg of the fort.

- Meanwhile, Ssubba Chandrabir Thapa, Nathu Majhi, and
Subcdar Dalajit Kanwar were killed by enemy. fire. e .
wought in this mannar &ll day long, and, akout two hours
‘bstore sundown, the attack was amppm. but the bombar.i-’
hall Was: rabumei. _ e

: *J‘ w1
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Next worning, a lirshman eawployee ©f Raran Das, «ho
nad gone ovar to the Oritish, came with the requocst that
cne dead budlies Lbe hanled over to hime. When he asked
fow many men had been killed during the ottack oo the
prévious day, he tepliad whest pichard, who had bhrougit
cne cannon frowm Agra, siX other bHritish ofricers, and
47x: pritich and notive zoldiers twd been killed, and
5l0 injurod. |

The supply of water had been cut o:f f{romi the cuc—
cide, 10 or 120 egrthnen vassels had be=n 1illed with
watel and kept in the porcico congtruct.d by Capstain
nged. 20 gr 25 shells hit theses vessels and kroke them.
I aily Mmen were also hit and Killed or injured. The walle
iiv the east and che north were razed to the ground,

At midniyht on moniday, the men leit ac the forc
brcane decporata. They came cuc of the Pulisades and
1 tc for (NDehrd) uan wicth thelr colors. st chat tiwee,
Captaln (Belobhodra tunwar), myself, Cnamt Basiyat and
canja simha Thapa were taking uncocked vrice. When we
hieard the men leaving and cane ouc to see what viag
v ening, we zaw that they hod already leit slong with
Lacll Colors. e shouced to them ts come back, ovr elsc
tace punishmont on thelr percon and property. Meanwhile,
the ehdny rirad, and sone of the men went away. The
ouinl's refturned to the fort. The night pasgsed in this
NHEToY ST

The nert doy, Tuesday, wmany mur were kiillsd or
wounded. The walls of fthe rort hed all Lectt deanolished,
urd ther e was no water., Secdly; the casuslties rgsul ting
from the znemy tire, the men felt disheartened. The
Captain and 1 proposel. "It will now Lo appropriste for
us to dig inside tne tort. Let us have thoe men cign a
ledce undoctaking to ramain with us, face wvhatever may
happen, and Jdie with th:zir swords in their hande if the
any attacks." Chanu Besnyat and anja simha Thapa
supfoltel the proposal. A totel of 84 jagire and dhakre
soldiers signad a pledge toc this etfect,

The Mleccho-lalanala Coavpany hal Lecn stationad at
a portico in the east, at a place c3lled Dinlpur, where
palisades hod Lo erected, On itzrga 17, (1871 ssmaat),
tu= company l-ft ifor (Dchra) un at midnight along with
chedr guns and colors. coma of the men who hed cignsd
the Pledge also accouapancied cthem. Only 50 or 60 men,
~iucluding jamadars, huddas, and gcldiers, remaincd in
th= fort, intending to die with cur gwords in cur nands
in the event the enemy attacked us,

The-men then told us: "The Mlecche~Kalanala Conpany
nal left, and the nen had desercsd. Thore wes no place
where we coulld sic safely, because of the enany hombard-
wonte We have not beed able to hold the fort. The guns
=13 colars. that we had ace not in the pun fort. Sval now
72 Can hold the hills. wnat purpose will be serv:d 11 you
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tu get yourself killed ? Come, let us go." They then.:
caught hold oi our ham.ls, ir=gged us (Captain Balabhddffi L
runwar and Ripumardana Thapa), and took uz cutside the, .- -
pelisades on the way to Dun. The enany, who were ste tlon:...t
outzide, tired on us. ¢ then came out of the palisades,
trandisting our swords and shouting, moviad to the posicion.
built by Kaji amrita simha Thapa, and reached Dwara 11'-1 ;
che early morning of Wednesday. | TR

The eneny dauandai ‘that the dead l;{z:iies'of_.tht-;--ir_ i’

o ke handed ovei to them, We retumnyed the dead bodies
acgcrdingly. At the sane time, we demanded that all the
. wounded men of our side be return:d. wWe sent two men .to
- the enemy with the intention of receiving the w_c:_unde:d .
msn fOr treatment. But the enany replied that they would
wect these pecsons - thenselves. Subsdar Dsysrama Khadka, -
why had bewen co tined to the palisades after being hit . -
in the thigh, iuformed that the enemy was Cﬂllbctlm the
wounded men, numnbering 180, and treating then within - |
tne palisades, and that our men had been r_~fused a’:t.r}.
42, thareiore, rauaineﬁ at Lwar a that day, :

The rol lowing day, we inspected the plac:: to EEE?
whether we could get up our camp there, The place, . mgww’
was found to be unsuitacle. Its location was such that
the enemy could edsily bring its cannon there¢ from the
north. On Thursday, we departed from Dwara, planning
tv entrench ourselves on the poeak of the Gopichand hill.
Ae crossed the river and sent four psttis of troops to .
ra.ach the peak of the Gepichand hilT. we ehcamped Ofi i .

WL on the faot of the hill, Tl

At n.l.gnt, our sontriesg intormed us of the ardval o
of the enemy. The enany then started iir:mg at ua.

T'he field on wrkich I was &ncampad was spac'-nua. .I'.‘h‘.
nemy reached the place below my camp whire tﬁe*captain .
wis encanped,’ We unsheathed our:swords and tried 'to sttack
Jdwine But hardly had I movzd one or-two steps, than a '
wll t hit my right arm. All our troops then climbed - .
r.awc.rd the peaks I was escorted by my mon for soma tinit.
it soon I - said I could not movae further and would stop
rome what may. Our Lroops, includ:.ug Jamadnr,-:-,, t.hen II'I'DYEﬂ-
<way, while 1 sl:ayed behmd _ C i

The jamadars had hr-:ught: my ahield smz’d, an:i
Lhukuri- I felt that if the enany capturtﬂ me,- aloﬁg
“ wiach these weapons, T mpst strike at him. with stmesr s
- 0of ¢1e he might kill me. Hence I kept four stonaa wit.h 5
i *-ernd ape.—nt: t.h& whole nic'ht wit;tbut. Elhﬁjiﬂg.

I*bHEVt—C, the fnemy’ did nat. com: that'night, and
at dawn, I.got up and left the place, because I £ wared |
-.tiat I might be taken tc the enahy if anybody saw mes -
T.rough strenucus exertion, I mansgx to reach the peak
oL the Gopichand hill in the nftcrnoon. 1 found t.nat: our .
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country by constructing forts, guarding important points, -
and thereby strenythening our position. We shall grant
jaylCs to &any person who works hard in our cause accord-
ing to his efforts. With due sssurance, join Kajil Bakhtwor
simha Basnyat and do whst 1is necessary.”

Comients on Riptuna'rdana Thapa's Lettol

This lelter was scnt by Ripumardana Thula, fFom
srinagar after being wounded in the battle of #al ypeni,
in which the Ncpali side was defzsted. It sheds 1ight on
that battle, as well a@s on the state of mind of the
coumanders who took part in the battle.

Abajoni of the bhardars wag held every ycar. The
1 :tter shows rthat Ripumcrdana Thapa was afraid lest he
«nould incur the wrath of the governm:nt once the navs
of the defect of hig forces, and thelr roto.at frow
tlalapani, reached rathmandua. this ig the reason why he
hag tried to prove that he had fought the British vory
['Iard. :

. Ripumardana Thapa lLas asser red that the Nepali
troops could have driven the British of £f throcugh a
surprise attack had reinforcancnts reached them eractly
ac the time when the pBritish troops ware demoralized
after the killing of Gillespie, and that further re-
inlorcanents might have enabled ‘them to zttack the British
croops who were trying to move cannon to Mzlapani..

The tritish Lroops were equipped wich three picces
O+« big cannom wnd about 20 picces of small ones, wherwis
Lhe Nepali side had only eight pieces oif cannon. Ripu-~
aardana Thapa rightly attributes Nepal's defeat at the :
battle of lialapani to the shortage of both men and weapons.

Just @s the message sent by the Wepal government
ts Jsgjit Pande, Ausra Simha Thapa and others has enabled
ug to get a detailed account of tha Nepal-China war of
1849 sanwat, similerly the letter seat by Ripumardana
~ Ihapa to Kattmandu hzlps us to understand the battle of
. Nglapani from the dMepali perspective. -
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