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Issue of Stamped Receipts

aswin Badi 11, 1950 (53/82-85)

All Gaunda and Bakyauta offices were ordered to. issue
receipts on printed and stamped forms (Lifa) in the future.

Labor Services
Jestha Badi 7, 1943 (53/91-93)

The inhabitants of areas between Bhaktepur and Kodari were
ordered to provide the following services for Thaple Hulaki
posters and military men who were transporting cash from
Tibet: "Supply provisions to them at prices current in the
village, Rcpair roads and fords on the route. Otherwise, you
shall be punished according to the law."

Revenue-~collection Contract

Jestha Budi 6, 1943 (53/93-96)

i three-year contract Ijara~Thek) was issued, stipulating
pPayment of Rs 636 yearly, on the Khuwa lands of General Indra
Shamsher Jang Rana. The Ijaradar, Major-Captain Narabir Basnet
Chhetri, also enjoyed judicial authority.

Exchange Transactions
Jestha Badi 6, 1943 (53/96-99)

The éalpa Tin-Szncha Tahabil was ordered to convert Gorakhe-

Puri paisa coins into Mohar coins at a favorable rate.

Checkposts

Baisakh Badi 10, 1943 (53/99-105)

At Chisapani-Gadhi and other points in the Churia range,
there were ecight checkposts (Chauki) and fifty-two roadblocks
(Sola), The local inhabitants were under obligation to main-
tain these checkposts and roadblocks. They were cxempted from
labor services and other obligations for other purposes.,

A
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Revenue=Collection Contract

Ashadh Badi 1, 1943 (53/110-14)

Collection of revenues, including Kut rents on rice lands,
but excluding royal palace and other reserved levies, was
given on Ijara-Thek contract for two villages which had been
assigned as Farmayasi to a royal princess in the eastern hills.
anmount: Rs 2,269 vyearly, :

Lokabhar Arrangement

Jestha Sudi 12, 1543 (53/114-19)

The village of Sangramtar had been assigned as the Khuwa
of Tej Shamsher Jang Rana Bahadur. The local inhabitants
complained that revenue-collection ccoatractors were making
progressively higher bids every vear, and exacting provisions
for several perscns. They prayed that they be allowed to de-
posit the contract amount of Rs 100 on Lokabhar basis. The
request was granted,

Forest Protection in Kathmandu Vallev

Jestha Sudi 7, 1943 (53/120-27)

Until Kartik 1940, military personnel were appointed as
forest guards in protected forests. In that year. these guards
were removed, and the local village funciionaries (Dware,
Thari, -Mahane, etc.) were made responsible for forest protec-
tion. This arrangement was extended in 1943 to forests in the
Nagarkot area which had previously been granted as Birta to
‘General Padma Jang Rana.

Kagate Hulaki Services

Ashadh sudi 1, 1943 (53/128-33)

In one village of Achtham, Kagate Hulaki posters were tran-
sporting mail, for which one rupee and two annas of Serma
had been remitted, They were also exempted from other labor
obligations. Subscquently, a system of imposing fines was
introduced, with the result that their agricultural work was
affected, Moreover, they were ordered to transport foodgraine
to Silgadhi in Doti, This addltlnnal obligation was abolishcd
when they protested.
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Operation of Mines

<sshadh sudi 1, 1943 (53/133-42)

Majhkhand Khani Goswara adda: "Under the Amanat system,
advance payments (Dadni) ace made to mineworkeéers (agri) for
the production of copper and. iron. Half of the production is
appropriated by the government, and the mineworkers retain
the rest, but they are under obligation to sell it to the
governinoent at eight dharnis of iron per rupee, and two rupees
ber dharni of copper. The actual market price is four dharnis
Of iron per rupee, and 2% rupees per dhami of copper.

Miries woere operated under two systems: Amanat and Thek
Ijara.

FrAhhkAtd kx

Guthi Land Endownents in Mahottari

a. Sri Kapileshwaranathe Jdsthan

From King Girban,

On gaturday, Jestha Badi 8, 1827 (Vikrama) Samvat, our
great-gri.at-grand-father (King Prithvi Narayan Shah),
gifted lands to Sri Kapileshwaranatha in the mouja of Bikram—
Pur in Kodari Parganna with the words "Sarba-inka -Bitalab,"
On Poush Badi 5, 1928, Shivarama Giri was given possession

of these lands,

In the year 1834 (Vvikrama), our father {gic) recon firmed
the gift of these lands. In the year 1863 (Vikrema) we simi-

larly reconfirm the gift, after making necessary inquiries,

in favor of Gailba Giri.

In the year 1867 (Vikrama), Udaya Singh Basnyat and
Canapati Padhya were sent to survey and measure these lands
for issuing a copper-plate inscription. -

We now issue this copper-plate inscription, reconfirming
the lands and revenues which had customarily been appropriated

in that mouja, with the exception of gair duties on river
traffic. ' | '

Contd. L N ]
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The Mahant of this Asthan shall reclaim and settle these
lands, and observe the rules, He shall operate the traditional
religious and Sadavarta functions, and thoe worship of sSri
Kapileshwaranatha, wish victory to us, and bless us.

When the Gadimubarak, Goddhuwa, and Chumawan levies are
imposed, the Mahant shall make payments personally at the
palaces The Subba and revenue collection officials shall not
Ccause any harassment,

The Mahant of the asthan shall not encroach upon Raikar
lands. He shall not moke any violation or omission in the
rcligious and Sadavarta functions. In case he docs so out of
greed or CoOVetousness, ho shell bﬁ punishald severely.

In case any person confiscates land gifted by himself or
by others, he shall be reborn as a worm and live in human
excroment for 60,000 years.

Falgun Badi 1, 1869
(February 1813)

Regmi Rescarch Collectioneg,
Vol. 9, p. 221,

B, Matihani JAsthan

From King Surendra,
To Mahant Ramaraksha Das.

You have sukmitted the following petition: "201 bighas
of waste lands in the mouja of Pritipur has been endowed
for propitiating Sri Laxminarayana of thc Matihani Zsthan,
The lands have been measured, and the boundary markers have
been affixed, However, a Guthi-Birta grant has not vyet been
madege " : .

Accordingly, we hercby grant 201 bighas of wastc lands
in the mouja of Pritipur in Kodari, Mahottari, as Guthi Birta
Bitalab for propitiating Sri Laxminarayana of the Matihani
Asthan, during the forty-seventh year of our life. (Particu-
lars of the boundarics follow) .

Contde.a
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"We also remit all taxes and levies on these lands, includ-
ing royal levies, buried treasure, and fines collected from
Persons convicted of Panchakhat crimes, With due assurance,
reclaim and settle these lands, perform religious ceremonies
at the Asthan with the produce, and appropriate‘the residual
income clong with your disciples on an inheritable basis,
(Names of survey officials follow). -

Do not encroack on lands beyond the above-mentioned
‘bounderics, The lands shcoll not be confiscated unless an
Offense is committed., Jny person who violates these provisions
shall incur sin &g mentioned below: In cdse any person conw
fiscates lond gifted by himself or by othors, he shall be
reborn as' a worm and live in human excrament for 60,000 years.
The religious merit of preserving what has been gifted by
Others is twice that which accrues from making a gift onc-
sclf. In casc any person docs not preserve what has been
gifted by others, he shall obtain no religious merit from
what he gifts himsclf. Ramachandra grects all future kings
and humbly makes the following redquest @ This is the normal
religious duty of kings, which you must fulfill,

Jestha Badi 12, 1934
(May 1877)

Regmi Rescarch Collections,
Vol. 9, pp. 945-48,
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Punishment to Liquor-Drinking Khas

From King Girban,

To Puran Jaisi and Parath Khadka, Bicharis in the regions
situated east of the Ludhkosi river.

We have received the following reports from you: "Sacred-
thread-wearing (Tagadhari) members of the Khas community in
those regions have accepted a Sanyzsi uamed Nageshwara Puri as
their spiritual preceptor, and take liquor (Janr) as ritual
offering made during the worship of the CGoddess (Devi). When
the case was heard, many persons confessed that they had done
so, while several others absconded. Some persons also demand
trial by ordeal (Mya). What action should be taken against
them?

"What portion of the ancectral property c~hc:n..1l«:1 be given
to the following categories of persons:-

{a) Children of a father who is guilty of illicit sexual
intercourse with a woman, beyotten before the father
had comuitted the crime, and

(b) Children born of a father who is guilty of the above-
mentioned crime, begotten from his married wife after
he committed that guilt.”

The matter has been repreéesented to us through Sardar Bag
Simha Rayae. .

We hercby pronulgate the following regulations to deal

with such cases., Talc¢ action as prescribed in these regulations:=

l. In case any sacred-thre.d-wearing member of the Khas
community willfully takes liquor, and confesses that
he has done so, he shall be deprived of his sacred

thread and degraded from his caste. His property shall
bo confiscated.

Contd...
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2« 1In case any such person claims that he has not taken
liquor, and demands trial by ordeal, or absconds,
they shall be apprehended, and a trial by ordeal shall
be conducted at the appropriate time in the presence

Oof the complainant.

3« In case any person belonging to any liquor-drinking
Caste is guilty of inciting a Khas to take liquor, or
suppresses such information, and l<ts other persons -
involve themselves (in commensal and other relations
with the guilty persons), he shall be enslaved if he
beclongs to a caste which can be enslaved. In case any
puerson who bolongs to a caste which does not take
licuor suppresscs information regarding the consumption
of liquor (oy a manber of the sacred-thread-wearing
Khas community), he shall be severely punished.

4+« The Bharc in the ancestral preoperty of the following
persons shall not be ccnflscathd*

Sons bogotten by parents before taking liquor,

Brothers living in an undivided family who have
not been involved in liguor-drinking,

Kartik Badi 5, 1879
(November 1812}

Rﬂ@ml Research Collections,
Vol, 43, pp, 36&-70.

% v dr ok ke kAN NN



198.

The Rasgad Levvx

From Commanding Colonel Krishna Dhwaj Kunwar Rana,

To the landdwners, village headmen, and all other inhabitants
of Dullu and Dailekh.

From 1504 to 191C Vikrama, no forced-labor obligations
(Jhara, Beth, Begar) had been imposed on the people, inasmuch
as’'such obligations had caused considerable hardships to the
people in the past. It had then been deciied that such obli-
gations should be imposed only when actually needed by the
gove roment, :

Preparations are now being made for war in the north.
Since the Lroops are putting their lives at stake, the ryots
must supply provisions (Rasad) from the harvest of the year
2911 Vikrama, : J u

The Mukhiya shall make arrangements for the collection
of the Rused levy at the following rates from the local people,
and personally deliver the collections, as well as his own
dues, at Chhinacsim in Jumla bhefore the month of Chaitra. He
shall obtain payment for these supplies at the current rate
~of ten pathis a rupee. Reserves are being maintained at

Chhinasim because Mugu is snow=-bocund during this season.
After the troops leave Galfe and proceed toward the north,
supplies shall be delivered at Mugu, not at Chhinasim. aAny
person who defaults in the fulfillment of this obligation

" shall be severely punished.

X bstract translation from: Yogi Waraharinath (ed.), Itihas
Prak%%hmg;Sandhipatrasangraha. Dang: the editor, 2022 (1966),
ja i 3 . '
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Rates of Rasad Levy

Particulars

Households holding more than
43 muris of Khet or Pakho land ...

Rate of levy

2% manas per muri of

"land.

'dG. 1—42 muris:

Hale s e
Pate . e
KDdale ae®

Households who have no lands,
and who maintain their livell-

hood Ly trude sew
Owner-cultivating households cow
- Birta-owning households - ese

13 pathis each
10 pathis each

7 pathis each

8 pathis each

3 nmhas'per muri of
Khet land.

4 manas per muri of
- Khet land.

4 manas per rupee of
income from Pakho

lands .

Pough sudi 15, 1911
(Fanuary 1855).
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Preparations for War With Tibet, 1929%

From Commander-in-Chief Bhim Shamsher Jang Bahadur Rana,

To Jang Bahadur Shah, Raja of Dullu,

Inasmuch as Tibet has violated the provisions of the
existing treaty as well as traditional customs, it has become
necessary for the government of Nepal to declare war with the
government of that country. Accordingly, arrangements must
be made for the transport of supplies and for the recruitment
Oof troopse.

In accordance with your stipulations, you are hereby
ordered to keep the following recruits and porters ready,
and report the arrangements you have made through the War
Office (Jungi Bandobast Office) within twenty days.

l. Maintain fifteecn soldiers and twenty porters with
- supplies procurcd by the government, which shall be
paid for by you,

2. J4rrange for 2,581 recruits and 2,340 porters in

accordance with the terms stipulated by wou for
your Rajyae

Kartik 11, 1986
(October 27, 1929)

vk gk de de ke Rk W

Xibstract translation from: Ibid, pp. 395-96.

(,S-B- Maharjan) ™
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Miscellaneous Documents on the PBheri-Mahakali Regicnl
(abstract translations)
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1, Revenue from Bajhanqz

From Sardar Shatrubhanjan Malla to thpati Padhya, Sire Padhya,
Jalo Padhya, and Tula Adhikari.

We have received a sum of Rs 5,000 from you, being the
revenues collected in Bajhang. We have SC“UtlnizEd the accounts,

and granted you clearancee

Sunday, Falqgun Badi 2, 1847
(February 1791)

3

23 Remission of Kusahi-Bisahi Levy

From Captain Kalu Pande to Mahadev Padhya, Chakhu Padhya, and
Lalmani Padhya Pokhryal.

King Jitari Malla of Malebam had granted Birta lands to
your ancestors. A royal order had been issued reconfirming
the gruut, and remitting the Kusahi-Bisahi levy in your favor,
We hercby reconfirm the grant according to that royal onder.

No person shall make any claim on these 1ands.-

mnda}’, Jéstha SU.di l; 1848
(May 1791)
Camp : Mangalsen.

l. Yogi NMaraharinath, Itihasa Prakasha {Light on Histnry)_
Katnmandu 2013 (1956), Vol. 2, No. 2.

-21 Ibid’ p. 1.
3' LOC. Cit-

Contd. .0
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Collection of Taxes and Levies4
From Sardar Amar Simha Thapa to Mani Kantha Padhya.

We hereby assign (revenue from) the Pichhahi tax (levied
in a newly-congquered area) on each homestead of Jairudra Thapz.
Mahadeo Padhya has obtained a royal order assigning him part
of the proceeds of the Mudahi levy (on slave-owners), and also
granting him exemption from the Kusahi-Bisahi levy. Banarsi
had collected sixty rupees from that levy, which has now been
refunded. The amount will be defitted when the accounts are
scrutinized, Transmit the balance to us.

Friday, Baisakh Badi 9, 1850
(April 1793)
Sristhan.

Kush Birta Grant5

 From King (Rana Bahadur Shah) to Subedar Balabhadra Upadhya.

The Raja of Achham had granted twenty muris of lands, as
well as the homesites attached to these lands,. as Kush Birta
to Shankar Padhya Neopanya of Jumla through a copper-plate
inscription. We hereby reconfirm the grant, and remit the
Kusahi-Bisahi levy, as provided for therein, We have received
reports that you have confiscated that copper-plate inscrip-

" tion. Return it, and let’ (Shankar Padhya Neopanya) take pos-

s¢gsion of the lands,
Tucsday, Shrawan Badi 8, 1850
(July 1793)

Guthi Land Endowment6

From King (Rana Bahadur Shah) to Erihaspatinéth Jogi.

From the time of the former Kings of that area, the servicus
of the inhabitants of Dhamigaun had been impressed for keeping
the temple of Padukasthan clean, lands and revenues in that
village had been endowed as Guthi to that temple, and you had

4, Ibid, p. 2.
5. Ibid, pe 2.

6. Ibid, pp. 2-3.
' ContQeses
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-been appointed priest. We hereby reconfirm these endowments

and assignments, as well as your appointment as priest., Per-
form the traditional r eligious functions, both regular and
ceremonial, without any interruption, and, with due assurance,
wish us well and bless us. hppropriate the surplus income,

The local Amali, and visiting civil and military personnel
of all ranks, shall not exact forced labor from, plunder, or
otherwise oppress the inhabitants of the village assigned to
the Jogi,

Monday, Bhadra Sudi 15, 1€52
( September 1795) .
kantipur, the capital,

Bitalab Birta Grant$6

From King Rana Bahadur Shah to the Brahmans within the Pancha-

kosi areas as mentioned below:=

Jagannath acharya, Mahadeo Padhya, Ranu Khanu (?), Bhaudas
Paslhya Rijal, and Pashupati Padhya. of Dallu,

Churu Padhya of Dangargaun,

Manupadhya Nepal and Supari Padhya Nepal of Dahthan, Hur-
myagaun . . , : -
Chandu Padhya Nipal, Siru Padhya Pokhryal, Indramani

Padhya Pokhryal, Sadhu Padhya Lamsal, Budha pahal, Gangu
Padhya, and Parma Padhya Rimal of Simgaun. .

Jayabhadra Padhya Bhattarai, Golu Padhya Koirala, and
Mani Kantha Padhya Bhurtyal of Patharnyaula, Bayalkot,

Shivadas Jaisi Bastakoti and Bali Padhya Sapkota Kharel
Of Jaigibando.

€+ Ibid, pp. 3-4.
Contdtgj
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King Jitari Malla of Malebam had granted Bitalab Birta
lands to your ancestors through stone and copper-plate inscrip-
tions with Sri Shirasthan, Sri Nabhisthan, Sri Padukasthan,
and Sril Jwalabhairav as witnecses. We hereby reconfirm these
qrants, which have not been confiscated by former kings, with-

in the existing boundaries, as actually possessed. by you so fale

Show allegiance to the &amall of that area in the same
traditional manner as to the former kings. With due assurance,
use these lands as your Bitalab Eirta. Wish us well, and
bless us.

Friday, Adhika Bhadra Badi 13, 1852
(August 1795)
Kantipur, the capltal-.'

Taxation in Jurnla?

From King (Rana Bahadur Sshah) to the Subba and the Subedar of
Jumla.

The priests (pujahari), traders and Gosains of that area
have submitted petitions complaining that tradltional customs
and usages are not being followed.

We had issued a royal order fixing the rates of taxes tD
be collected from traders. Collect taxes only at these rates.

So far as the Guthi lands of the temple of Sri Chanac]amemath.
are concerned, we hereby reconfirm these endowments as scrubi-
nized. and Confirmed by the Bharadars who had been posted there
previouslye. :

Tuesday, Falgun Badi 1, 1852
{ February 1796)

(To Be Continued)

Te Ibid, P 44
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Notes on the Changunarayan Inscription™

By
Dhanavajra Bajracharya

sk gk Kk %

The inscription is contained in a stone pillar on the right
side of the famous temple of Changunarayan, installed on the
stone image of a tortoise. The inscription does not gppear to
be complete. It is possible that a broken column in front of
the temple once formed a part of the pillar. This column too

contains scime words,.

This is the first inscription of Nepal. It contains evi-
dence relating to dates, names of kings, etc. It sheds light
on the contenporary political history, customs and usages,
religious beliefs, proyress of education, etc. It is there-
for: of special importence in understanding the history

of the Licchavi period. -

The inscription bears the date Samvat 386. Pandit Bhagwan
Lal, who first published this inscription, is of the view
that this is the Vikrama Samvat. Fleet, however, considers
this tc be the Gupta Samvat, There is a gap of 376 years be-
tween the Vikrama and Gupta eras. Thus, 'in the opinion of
Fleet, Mansdeva's year 3¢6 means 762 Vikrama (386+376=762).,
Jccording to Sylvain Levi, the era used in this inscription is
the Licchavi Samvat, which started 167 years after the Vikrama
era. Daburam icharya regards the Samvat as Shaka, which com-
menced in 135 Vikrama, Thus differcnt nistorians have put for-
ward different views about the era used in Licchavi iﬂscriptiﬁnul
\ ' |
This Samvat appears to have been used not only in the Changu-
narayan inscription, but also in the inscription of 526 Samvat,
installed by Shivadeva-amshuvarma at Lele. Hﬂwevef: a different
Ssamvat appears to have been used after aAmshuvarma's Bungmati
inscription, which is dated 29 samvet . Amshuvarma has thug had

connections with both erases

than:WajJ:"a Bajracharya, nChangunarayanasthanako Manadevako
Abhilekha." (Manadeva's inscription at the temple Gf_Changu_
narayan), in Licchavi Kalka abhilekha. (Inscriptions of the
Licchavi periEHTf_EEEﬁﬁgﬁaﬁ?'Institute of Nepal and Asian

Studies, 2030 (1973).

Contd--.l
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The account of Hsuan-chuang, the famous Chinese traveller,
indicates that .mshuvarma had died sometime before his arrival
in Ncpal. Hsuan-chuang had begun his travel of India in 686
Vikrama, and returned to China in 702 Vikrama, This broadly
determines the time when Zmshuvarma lived,

Amshuvarma lived between the two Samvats used during the
Licchavi period, It is therefore necessary to establish the
connection between the twoe

If the Samvat used in the Changunarayan inscription is to
be regarded as the Vikrama, as Bhagwan Lal has done, the Shiva-
deva-amshuvarma inscription at Lele will ke dated 526 Vikrama.
This means that Jmshuvarma lived 160 years before Hsuan-chuang's
visite Thus this view docs not correspond to Hsuan-chuang's
account, which says that Amshuvarma had recently become the
King of Nepal. The script used in the Chongu inscription too
does not support Bhagwan Lal's view. If thc Samvat is regarded
as the Vikrama, this would mean that Manaduva was a contamporary
of Samudra Gupta, Bmperor of India. But the script used in thc
Changunarayan inscription originated later than the one used in
the 1nscr1ptlon installed by Samuwdra Gupta on a pillar in Prayal.

-If, as FlLEt asserts, the Samvat used in the Changunarayan
inscription is to be recgarded as the Gupta Samvat, the anomaly
would be still greater. Jccording to Fleet's view, the Lele
inscription would be dated 902 Vikrama (526+376=902) ., If thic
view is acceptaed, ona would have to say that the Chinese trov.l-
ler who had let out for travel to India in 686 Vikrama had metci,
made a prophesy about Amshwarmd.

Levi's view also is not correct, #ccording to him, the
Lele inscription is dated 693 Vikrama (526+767=693) . Accordina
to other inscriptions, fmshuvarma was still alive fifteen vear:
after 693 Vikrama. If he was alive, on what basis did Hsuon-
chuzng describe him as a former king?

Tho references made in Sumat itantra have not been question.
by any one. Hence it is appropriate to determince these datces
on the basis of these references. Accordingly, the first Swnwos
was the Shaka one, and the second was the Manadeva Samvat, i i
was introduced in 498.(633 Vikrama). The Changunarayan inscri;-
tion is thus dated 521 Vikrama (386+4135=521).,

Contd. L ]
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Vaishnavism was one of the cults followed ‘in Nepal during
the Licchavi periods This cult had come into being long before
Manadcovae The deity of Changunarayana occupiced a special place
among the Vaishnavas. smshuvarma's inscription at Handigaun
ment ions Pashupati and Dolashikharaswami (Changunarayan) as the
two most prominent deities, who received the major portion of
funds allocated for tcmples in Nepal., This indicates that
Changunarayana occupied a prominent place among the:deities
worshipped by the Vaishnavas of Nepal.

The pillar-inscription of Changunarayana begins with an

- eulogy of th: deityeThis has created the impression among some
historians that .th¢ inage of Changunarayana had been installed
by Monadeva. Butc a comparative study of the inscription and the
other inscriptions instclled by Manadeva would show that this
is not truc. Monadeva had installed the image of Vikranta Vishnu
at Pashupati across the Tilaganga river, as well as at Lazimpat.
In th_.ge inscriptions, Hanadeva has clearly stated that he had
ordered the installation of the image to carn religious merit
for his mother. Manadeva had installed a shivalinga at Thantun-
ridranga, situited on the foot of Vishnupaduka near Budhanila-
kantha, Ther: too he has left an inscription clearly stating
that thz Shivalinga was installed by him, If he had actually
instzlled the image of Chanigunarayana, he would have made a
stataaent accordingly. But he has not done so at the Changu-~
Narayan: temple. Instead, the Changunarayana inscription indi-
Cates that the imege of Changunarayana had been installed long
‘before the reign of Manadeva.X Manadeva had simply installed
the image of Garudadhwaja (a pillar with the Garuda on the top)
after ritual worship and gifts following his victory over feudal
overlords. it that time, it was a custom to install the image
of Garuda to commemorate any victory over enemies.

The imagc of Changunarayana is seated on a Garuda, Inscrip-
tions of the Malla period describe Changunarayana as "G arud a-
narayona." But the inscription does not contain any reference
to Vighnu seated on a Garuda. It only describes Vishnu as a
god with an clegant body, and engaged in swpervising the affaire
©f all the three worlds.

| xﬁliﬂis Samshodhana Pramana - Prameva, pp. 73=-74.

Contde..
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In this context, it is necessary to discuss the term
"Doladri" occurring in the inscription. "Dola" means "a swing."
In th2 Newari language, this place is called'"Changu." The
Gopala Vamshavali and the inscription at Changunarayana also
describe this place as "Changu," which literally means a hill
resembling a swing. This indicates that the terms "Doladri"
and "Changu" are synonymous. Similarly, "Yupagrawa" appears _
to have been called "Yala", and Navagriha "Gwalan." This gives
us an idea of the rule followed in former times to name places.

The noted shrines in. Kathmandu Valley were usually located
at places which were known as forest fortresses (Vanadurga).
The shrines of Swayambhunath, Pashupatinath, #dinath (Chobhar)
and Bajrayogini (Gumbihar) were forest fortrcsses. With the
exception of Pashupatinath, these templcs are all located on
hills, The temple of ChangunarayYana is similarly located on a
nill, It is worth f£inding out why tarples were established on
hilltops. The main consideration behind the establishment of
such temples was security. Substantial funds were offered to
well=known temples by both kings and commoners. It was necessall
to prevent the looting of templ; wealth, This is why temples
were constructed on hill, Even in temples located within urkan
scttlements, weapons vere stored for their safety., For exarple,
one may cite the tanple of Sweta Matsycndra located in Kathmana-e
Wezpons such as bows arid arrows are still stpred in the main
room of the middle storey of the temple.

The inscription of Changunarayana contains an account of
kings from Vrishadeva to Manadeva. It thus sheds some light
on the political history of the Licchavi period.

Spccial refercnce is made to Vrishadeva in the Changu-
narayana inscription, as well as in the inscription installced
by Jayadcva II at Pashupati. The Pashupatl inscription of
Jayadeva mentions Vrishadeva after Jaycdeva I, without any
refercence to the twelve kings who reigned during the interval.
It describes him "Rajottama" (an exccllent king). Jayadcva II
ordered the mention of only those kings who had enhanced the
dlory of the Licchavi dynasty. It is not just a coincidence
that Manadev® gave an account of Licchavi kings beginning
from Vrishadeva, and Jayadeva also had given importance to
Vrishadova. There was a special reason for doing so. It appears
that Vrishadeva's rule was politically important., However,
there is not much evidence to cshed light on his rule.
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When Samudragupata established a strong empire in India,

this had an impact on lepal also. Although Nepal was not then

a part of the Cupta cmpire, and was only a border state (Prat-
yanta), the Licchavis were required to pay tributes to Samudra-
gupta in the interests of their own security. This is indicated
by the pillar-inscription installed by Samudragupta at Prayag.
The inscription, which is in the sanskrit language, describes
the states adjoining the Gupta empire as follows:

"The kings of such border states as Samatata, Dawaka,
Kamarupa, Nepal, and Kartripur, pay tributes of all kinds to,
_and obey the comnmands of Samudragupta, thus accepting his
strict laws." '

The rulcrs of Nepal regarded this situation as "a crisis",
and therefore wantced to extricate themselves from it. As they
were looking out for a suitable opportunity to do so, Samudra-
gupta died, and this led to some trouble in India. Nepal then
became free from the meager Gupta influence, and maintained
its independence. This is apparent from the fact that none of
the Gupta kings who succeeded samudragupta claimed to have
made Nepal aVassal State. The credit for having freed Nepal
from the temporary influence of the Gupta empire goes to Vrisha-
deva. This is why both Manadeva and Jayadeva II have described
him as "unigue" (anupama) and excellent (Rajottama) .

The inscription at Pashupati describes Vrishadeva as
“Sugatashasanapakshapati,“ thus indicating that he had deep
faith in Buddhism. The pillar inscription also describes him
as a king who had little interest in fighting. The Gopala .
Vamshavali mentions that several Chaityas. including the Chaitya
Of Swayambhu, were built during the rule of Vrishadeva., It
says, "King Vishwa (Vrisha) deva installed the Chaitya of
Sinaguvihara (Swayambhu)." The -Gopala Vamshavall calls Vishwa-
deva as Vishwadeva. The names of ather'king§ also have been
similarly distorted in the Gopala vamshavali. The Chaitya of
Chabahil had also been constructed at the time of Vrishadeva.,

jinscription states that Vrishadeva had
roper training and were brave.
eded by Shankaradeva, one of

The Changunarayana
several sons, who had undergone P

It adds that Vrishadeva was succe
his sons. However, it does not indicate clearly whether Shanka-

radeva ascended the throne by virtue of his being the eldest
son of Vrishadeva, or of his own geniuse. Nor does the il‘llscrip..
tion of Jayadeva, located at Pashupati, shed any light in.this
regard, It simply states that vrishadeva was succeeded by

Shankaradeva.

* % ,
**f****" - (To Be Continued)
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Some Confusinnsx

_ By
Baburam Jcharya

AN

\

It is necessary to study the circumstances in which Prithvi
Narayan Shah created the state of Nepal. Similarities can be
found between the character of Prithvi Narayan Shah and Shivuji.
Both gpent their childhood and acquired education in similar
circumstances. Shivaji was educated by his mother, Jijabai,
and also from Dadaji Keonadev., Prithvi Narayan Shah could get i.o
‘@education from his father, Nara Bhupal Shah, since he was ol
unsound mind. The task of educating Prithvi Narayan Shah fell
upon his eldest step-mother, Chandraprabha. She inferred the
spirit of valour, patience and other virtues in Prithvi Naraye.
Shah by telling stories from the Ramayana, the Mahabharata, ..
other ancient texts, It secms that Bhanu #Aryal later became
his tutor. Prithwvi llarayan Shah used to seek his advice in
important matters. Prithvi larayan Shah learnt the value of -
efficiency. This was necessary to execute plans successfully.

King Bhaskar Malla of Kathmandu who died seven years befor-.
the birth of Prithvi Narayan Shah, was very weak. He had invit.
sone Muslims from across the borders for his security, becauc.
he was helpless before his courtiers and even his queens. but.
his minister, Jhagal Thakul, ousted Bhaskar Malla and thesc
foreign Muslims, and merged Dolakha into Kathmandu by invitin
its childless King of Dolzkha, Mahindra Simha, to occupy thu
. throne of Kathmandu. The King of Bhuktapur decided to contrul

the route to Kuti by occupying Sindhupalchok. Making this an .
prctext, Jhagal Thakul retained Sindhupalchok under Kathuat.:'
~and thus foiled that attempt. In such a situation, King Dhup .-

tindra Malla of Bhaktapur abandoned the idea of occupying Sir..
palchok. Two years after King Mahindra Simha's acCession to t
throne of Kathmandu, thc throne of Lalitpur fell wvacant. Trc
ministers of Lalitpur therefore began to accept Mahindra i

as their King. Mahindra Simha died afteéer ruling Kathmandu 1.,
seven years, and Lalitpur for five vecars. Jagajjaya Malla ti...
became King of Kathmandu through the efforts of Jhagal Tl.n... .
The territory of Kathmandu then extended to the Dudhkcshi, .-
cause Dolakha had also been merged into it. The balance of
power among the Malla Kings collapsed, inasmuch as Katlmzoii.
became more powerful than the other Malla states. Bhaktaopi:
became apprehensive of an attack by Kathmandu,
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After the death of Jagajjaya Malla, his son, Jaya Prakash
Malla, became King of Kathmandu, In the meantime, Kashiram
Thapa was administering Nuwakot on behalf of Kathmandu. when
a brother of Jaya Prakash Malla, Narendra Prakash Malla,
Claimed the state of Kathmandu, Kashiram Thapa sided with
HWarendra Prokash Malla. Jaya Prakash Malla then took .refuge
with the King of Bhaktapur, and Kashiram Thapa went to his
home in Palanchok. There was a fort at Naldum to the north of
Nagarkot for the administration of Sindhupalchok, an officer -
of Kathmindu was posted there., The brother of Kashiram Thapa,
Parashuram Thapa, was the Umrao of Bhektapur. Sindhupalchok
was predominantly inhabited by Khasas. Parashuram Thapa advised
King Ranajit Malla of Bhaktapur to occupy.Sindhupalchok with -
the suppore of the Khasas. King Ranajit Malla approved the
Plan. Parashuram Thapa occupied Sindhupalchok and the Naldum
fort with the help of Khas troops and forced the Newar troops
O retreat. The territories of Bhaktapur increased considerably
when Sindhupalchok, as well as Dolakha, came under its control.
Prithvi Narayan Shah was Crown Prince at that time in Gorkha,

Keeping in view the weakness of Kathmandu, Prithvi Narayan
Shah begun to formulate plans to wrest Nuwakot, which adjoined
Gorkha, from Kathmandu, He concluded a treaty with Lamjung,
which permitted him to occupy the eastern territories of N
Kathmandu., He visited Kathmandu in disguise by travelling through
Chandragiri, He also arranged to make his father a ritual
brother of King Ranajit Malla of Bhaktapur. Prithvi Narayan
Shah did not let this opportunity go waste. He annexed Makwan-
pur, Kathmandu, Bhaktapur, and Lalitpur, and thus laid the
foundation of a strong and unified Nepal.

The cpecial position that Prithvl Narayan Shah occupied,
comp ared with other kings, was the chief reason behind the
success of Gorkha in unifying Nepal. The kings of Lamjung,
Tanahu, and other Chaubisi states, and the Malla kings, were
uneducsted, Lack of political education among royal princes
was onc of the principal causes of the weakness of their states.
Royal princes were given ordinary-education in Gorkha. Chandra-
Prabha had provided oral political education to Prithvi Narayan
shah. It seems that Prithvi Narayan Shah did' not have proper
education, He used to recite the Chandi with great devotion.
Gorkhali scholars used to tell stories from the Ramayana, the
Mahabharata and other epics, Prithvi Narayan Shah succecded
in grasping such oral education because he was very talented,

But his brothers failed to do sa.
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Prithvi Narayan Shah knew how to use the education acquired
by him at the right time. It was his policy not to oppress
his subjects, and to work according to the need of the time.
He was not bigoted in religious matters.

When Prithvi Narayan Shah sat on the throne placed at the
square in front of Jaya Prakash Malla's palace after occupying
Kathmandu in the night, Jaya Prakash Malla fled to Lalitpur
along with his troops. &s soon as Prithvi Narayan Shah received
this report, he sent one of his brothers as his representative
and led the procession of Kumari to Hanumandhoka., Prithvi
Narayan Shah followed the tradition of the Malla kings by put-
ting his forehead on the feet of Kumari, and received Tika
irom her, He did not insult the Kumari as the daughter of a
Banras Instead, he continued the tradition of worshipping the
Kumari, He would not have enjoyed the support of the local
people had he viclated the tradition, and the Malla culture
would also not have survived,

It is not necessary that the son of an educated father
should also be educated. However, the eldest son of Prithvi
Narayan Shah, Crown Prince Pratap Simha Shah, was well wversed
in the Sanskrit language, and he was also interested in poetry.
But he lacked political acumen. He died after only threc years'
reign, bocause re had weakened himself physically and mentally
by following the Tantric cult. Thanks to the military power '
organized by Prithvi Narayan Shah, Chitaun was conquered from
Tanahu during Pratap Simha Shah's reign.,

Prithvi Narayan Shah faced great difficulties in educating
his sons, because of the lack of teachers. Queen Narendra-
laxmi was unable to teach Pratap Simha Shah in the same manncr
as Chandragprabha had taught Prithvi Marayan Shahe Pratap Simha
Shah failed to acquirec practical education either because
Narendralaxmi lacked the time or he himself lacked. interest.
Prithvi Narayan Shah was too preoccupied with war and .politic:
‘to give practical education t0 his sons. He employed scholars
for that purposce, who taught Pratap Simha Shah only literaturc.
This may be the reason why Prithvi Narayan Shah did not lct
Bahadur Shah be taught by these scholars. o

In his Divya Upadesh, Prithvi Narayan Shah directed that
Khasa and Brahmans from the east and the west should not ke
allowed to enter the royal palace. He may have done so bacau:c
he saw that the Crown Prince, Pratap Simha Shah, had developat
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2 weak character from his bodyguard, Sardar Swarup Simha Karki,
ml_ﬂﬂﬂtemer; and his preceptor’ Pandit Brajarlath; who Came
from the west.

Prithvi Iiarayan Sh&h has a]_sc:.-deprecateti t he 1QW intElli-
gence of the inhabitants of Kathmandu, and the conspiratorial
atmosphere of the place. He had planned to construct his palace
at Dghachok. Fut he seems to have realized this only after
Constructing a palace in Kathmondu,., Dahachok's climate would
have zuited the hill pceople better, Prithvi Narayan Shah also
thought that if the royal palace was constructed in Kathmandu,
merbers of the nobility would build their houses around it,
thereby reducing the cultivated area and Causing a decline
in focdgrain pr&dUCtiGni But no one wants to climb the hills
after once reciding in the plains.

Pratap Simha Shah and his successors retained their capital
in Kathmendu, and the towm gradually expanded. The Gorkhalis
therl ElDWlY impibed the bad qua_llties of the Malla kings; as
well as of the kings of thc east and the west. These included
~internal conflicts in the royal family. To resolve such con-

flictﬂr Chandraprabha had granted Jaqir and allowances to
¢stranged membars of the royal family. But because these old
mebers were dead, and his own brothers were being estranged
from him, Prithvi Narayan Shah had keen able to control the
situation with great effort, | ' :

2rithvi Marayan Shah's maternal uncle had advised him not
to recruit Thakuris in the army. He therefore recruited only
Khas, Curung, and Magar, soldiers. He sent his brothers on both
€ivil and military assignments, Prithvi Narayan Shah had brought
all his brothers along with him during the conquest of Kathmandu,
‘But during thoe conquest of Ehaktﬂpuri;he sent them t? Huwakct
Lo perform religious functions at the local Bhagawati. tample,
. However, his youngest brother, Sura Pratap Shah, disobeyed
his orders and took part in the battle of Bhaktapur, Sura
Pratap Shah was subscquently accused of firing upon the civi-
lian population, and placed in detention in Gorkha. However,
he escapal from detention and spent the rest of his life in
Dullu. Prithui Narayan shah faced great difficulty in con-
trolling his brothers, but was able to utilize their services
from time to time. He even appointed Dalajit Shah, one of his

brothers, as a minister.
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Conflict among royal princes culminated during the reign
of Pratap Simha Shah, His youngest uncle had gone to ths west
and disappeared. But there were still three other uncles. In
addition, there was his own brother, Bahadur Shah, Pratap
Simha Shah revealed his weakness by stating that it-was diffi-
cult to deal with these persons. Taking advantage of this weak-
ness, his ministers sent troops to arrest Bahadur Shah and
others, Bahadur shah, who was then mourning the death of his
father, was arrested, The property of Dzalajit Shah was confis-
cated, as he had absconded. Mahoddam Kirti Shah fled from
Kathmandu and sought the shelter of Siddhinarayan Shah, King
of Kaski. Dalazmardan Shah was ordered to leave Nepal whan he
was proceeding toward Kathmandu to see the new King. Bahadur
Shah was also later asked to leave Nopale. However, there was
an exchange of letters between Pratap Simha Shah and these
mene. This indicates that Pratap Simha Shah had no malice to-
wards them, hut had only differences of opinion. There is
reason to believe that these men were paid allowances while
living akroad.

At the time when there was a conflict between Kaski and
Lamjung, Bahadur Shah wrote a letter to Pratap Simha Shah,
advising him not to miss the opportunity of occupying Chitaun
at once, becausc the British were trying to take over that
arcae. Pratap Simha Shah accordingly sent troops, to occupy thc
Tarai area of Chitaun. By that time, there was not much con-
flict among the brothers, But their conflict became serious
when Queen Rajendralaxmi took over the administration. With
the aim of eliminating her opponents, the Queen recalled
Bahadur Shah, who was living in exile at the time. She placcd
him in dctention as soon as she had achieved her objecctive,
‘If Rajendralaxmi had an affair with Bahadur Shah, her brother-
in-law, she would have sent him to live in Gorkha or elsevhcrd
and the conflict would not have becomc serious, But the Queen,
who was illiteratce, imprisoned Bahadur Shah with the -help of
her now minister, Sarvajit Rana. Later, when Gajaraj Mishra
came from Banaras, and tried to securc the release of Bahadur
Shah, she did so on the condition that he would live in exilece.
But he was not_immediately banished.

In the meantime, Rajendralaxmi, accompanied by her maid

- servants, ventured out of the palace, and rode on horseback
through the streets although she had yet to complete one yau:
of mourning, As this was ‘an improper act on her part, Kaji
Harsha Panta was annoyed with her. Hec circulated the rwunor
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that the Queen was having an affair with Sarvajit Rana., Bahadur

' Shah took advantade of this'situation, and with the help of

the male servants of the palace, had Sarvajit Rana executed

nd Rajendralaxmi imprisoned. As a matter of fact, Queen Rajendra-
laxmi was innocent. It was a major blunder on the part of Bahadur
Shah to level false accusations against her. '

Prithvi Narayan Shah had established the rule that no
Bhardar should be murdered. Bahadur Shah violated this rule
and beheaded Sarvajit Rana, thereby setting up the tradition
Of assassination of Bhardars. This tradition reached its climax
during the rule of Bhimsen Thapa. Bahadur Shah had beheaded
Sarvajit Rana although he was innocent. He thus committed a
Major blunder by beheading an innocent Bhardar. Moreover, the
Causc of the gquarrel between Bghadur Shah and Rajendralaxmi,
hig sigter-in-l-w, was a minor one. Bahadur Shah wanted to
annex the western sts-tes, but Rajendralaxmi was reluctant to
be dragged intc such .. conflict, She thought that her son
would undertake the task of extending the frontiers of the
Kingdom aftcr he came of age. She imprisoned Bahadur Shah in
order to restrain him from undertaking any such venture. She
apprehended that Eahadur Shah might become all-powerful and
€rush her son if the army was placed under his command. Sarva-
Jit Rana had merely exccuted the orders of the Queen. He was,
therefore, quite innocent, At that time the Bhardars avoided
Invclvement in cquarrels among members of the royal family,
They obeyud whoever was in power, and worked- in the intercsts
Oof the country., '

After imprisoning Rajendralaxmi, Bahadur Shah invaded
Tsnahu, lie personzlly commanded the Gorkhali troops in that
Campaign. Ho had given charge of the Xoyal palace to Balaw
bhadra Shah, son of his uncle, Mahoddamkirti sShah. Balabhadra
Shah, howcever, colluded with Queen Rajendralaxmi and recalled
his father from Banaras to help him free her. The aged Chautara
returnied home and cxtended his support to Rajendralaxmi. All
the Bhardars accepted her, and power_thus reverted to her,
Under these circumstances, Bahadur Shah fled abroad, abandon-

ing Tanahu which he had already conquered. o
iiiahalch (To Be Continued)
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Selected Documents of 1887 Vikrama

ut-Thek Land Gront in Rising

Poush sudi 13, 1887 (44/173)

359 muris of rice lands in Rising, which had been assigned
to the Srinath Kampu, were allotted to local peasants on Kut-
Thek tenure on a total payment of Rs 113 and 10)% annas, ex-
cluding the levy on winter crops, and the customary Chardam-
Theki levy. The peasants were required to provide loans .to
the Jagirdars whenever asked to do so.

Revennue Collection Contract in Sheoraj

Magh Badi 9, 1887 (44/174-75)

. contract for the collection of revenue in Sheoraj, a
mouja in Pyuthan district, had been given to Shiva Bux Puri
for Rs 17,004, Reclaimed waste lands (Kalebanjar) at twn
places, which had been confiscated from Balabhadra Kunwar,
were joined to that mouja, and a revenue settlement was con-
ducted in the Vikrama year 1882,

Revenue collection for these areas was now given out on
contract to Subba Dharmaraj Khatri for one year, commencing
Baisakh Badi 1, 1888, for Rs 19,004.

Of this amount, Rs 11,502 was allocated for the payment
of salaries to the mechanics employed at the Pyuthan munitici,
factory, and the personnel of the Srinath Kampu and the Shi-
Tompanye. Subba Dharmaraj Khatri was ordercd to transmit the
bzlance of Rs 7,502 to the Tosakhana in Kathmandu,

Subba Dharmaraj Khatri was ordered not to collect un-
authorized payments from the peasantry, or otherwise oppr:o..
them, thereby leading them to submit complaints to Kathm-ond..
He was, in addition, ordered to promote land r eclamation .
settlement in the area under his jurisdiction.

The sources of revenue which were included in the ccii=-
tract were as follows :=
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l. ‘Mal-Sair (land revenue).

2« Kathmahal (income from the sale of timber).

3+ Khair and Sal (catechu and sal timber) ,

Se Sundhuwai (levy on gold-miners) .

6e Jalkar (levies on river-borne traffic).
7. Guran (levy on witch-doctors) .

Oe Mahapatra (levy on Brahman priests).

Q. Gaun-Pajani (?).

10. Bethi (lecvy in lieu of unpaid labor).

11,- Levies (salami) on Hankar lands.

12+ Gaun-Dekhauki (?).
13 Levies on boats.s

14, Bheti-Salami (cash payments to Viait'ing dignitaries), -

15, Eﬁimgﬂi (ﬁrcvisions for visiting dign}taries}.
16+ Levies on oilmen (Teli).

17-:Eh§dabhérrl?).

18, IDaIlda-K.Lmda (judicial fines).

194 Maryo-iputali (escheat prﬂperty)-

20, Chak-Chakui (fines collected £rom persona guilty of
sexual of fenses) .’ - ' .

2le imilan kakam (payments due to local administrators
- and revenue functionaries).
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Revenue from the following sources. was excluded. from the
contract :-

1.  Raja-anka (royal levies).

2+« Kalyan-Dhan (buried treasure) o’

3¢ Dharmadhikar (fees paid for expiation).

4e Mahant-Mandali (levies paid to Sanyasis).

54 Fines collected from persons guilty of murder and
cow-slaughter,

6« Rahata-Bahata (arrears of revenue).

7. 1Ivory, rhinoceros hide, horns of bison (gaurigai).

Diversion of Cultivators

Magh Badi 12, 1887 (44/175-76)

Royal order to Chaudharis of elephant-depots (Hattisar),
and lccal revenue functionaries (Chaudhari) Kanugoye, Mandar,
Mokaddam, Gumasta, Jethraiyat) of Birta, Jagir, and Hattisar
lands (ieee lands assigned for elephant-depots) in Morang
district: "Previously also, an order had been issued forbid-
ding you to - divert cultivators from Mal (i.e. lands on which
taxes accrued to the government) and Jagir lands to Birta
znd Hattisar lands. We have now received reports that culti-
vators go to India during the monsoon, but later return to
Morang, and accept allotments of new Jagir, Birta, and Hatti-
sar lands, at concessional rates of taxation (Kamsaraha) and
get credit facilities (Bhota Pota) from local functionaries
(snil) and controctors (Thikedar), on the pretext that the
Panchashala revenue~collection system that has been intro-
duced in Morang does not cover newly-reclaimed (Bajra-Bita)
lands. Revenue on Mal lands goes down as a result. You are
hereby - forbidden to let the cultivators do so in the. future,
If you do so, you will have to meet the loss."
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Construction of Buildings:

Magh Badi 12, 1887 (44/176=77)

Royal order to Sardar Jahar Singh Baniya and Subba Nayak
Shubhakarna Ciri and Cauri Singh to construct administrative .
buildings (Kachahari) at Kadarbana in Rautahat district, as
well as in Bara, Parsa, and sarlahi districts. The order adds:
"The district headquarters offices of ilau and Kadarbana are
located near the border. You are therefore, directed to con-
struct zdninistrative buildings and barracks (Tilangako Kot)
with bricks in z durable manner. Employ artisans from Nepal
and India (iadhesh) for that purpcses. Also construct small
administrztive buildings in Bara and Bishnupur, and a temple
for sri Kenkali Devi., We shall sanction the expenditure re-
quired for theze PUrposésas” '

appointment orf Mijhar
Magh Baai 12, 1887 (44/177)

Rovyal order to Musya Lohar appointing him Mi jhar (headman)
Of all wenbers of the Kami (blacksmith) community residing
on Ma2l, Jaqgir, lekheBunyad, and Mana-~-Chamal lands in Bara,
Parsa, koutshat, and Sarlahi with effect frDm_Baisakh Badi 1,
1867 vik-ama, The position was previously held by Darbya Lohar,’
1t carried authority to adjudicate in cases relating to com-
mensal and sexual offenses in the Kami community. The Mijhar
was peandtted to appropriate customary payments from members
Of the commwiity.

Chhap Land Cr-nt in Doti

Magh badi 12, 1887 (44/178)

'Chhap lands at Tikha in the Chauki sub~-division (Garkha)

of Doti district, previously granted to Foud Singh Bogati, .
were now granted to Narapati Kathayat. He was under obligation
to pay the prescribed taxes on these lands to the Barakh Paltan.

dppointnent of Mukhiva in JAchham

Magh Badi 12, 1887 (44/178-79)

In 1682 Vikrama, Ratan Pandit had been appointed Mukhiya
of Biprata village in the Satsayapatti area of Jiichham. Because
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Af hia Am-+h. Mna fingh Malla and Coichn Malla wen o apointoa
tn Lhat poarition wsith effoect Trasa a7 Vikrama, l‘he‘y were
arlaral Lu tnlTasb ¢ - .. i the Village and transmit the pro-

ceuds to the army.

Copper Mines in Dailekh

Magh Badi 12, 1887 (44/179)

A newly-discovered copper deposit in Kadha-Simta, part
of Dailekh whicihh had not been assigned as Jagir to the army,
was granted on contract (Ijara) for one year commencing
Baisakh Badi 1, 1887 Vikrama, to Mahuwa Khadka on payment of
Rs 101, The amount was payahle to Llie Tosakhana in Kathmandu..

dppointment of Jimmawal
Magh Badi 12, 1887 (44/179-80)

Royal order to Bhupal Bogati and Salibahan Bogati: "The
ryots of Bogtan have gone to the headquarters of Doti district
to demand that the name of Bhupal Bogati also be registered
~as Jimmawal in the Tallo-Bogtan and Upallo-Bogtan areas of
Doti district, because only the name of Salibahan Bogati was
" 80 registered during the r evenue settlement of 1882 Vikrama.
Chautariya Pushkar Shah has referred the matter to us. Accord-

ingly, we hereby appoint both of you as Jimmawals of these
areas with 'effect from the year 1887 Vikrama."

Payment of Salaries
Magh Badi 12, 1887 (44/180)
Dittha Kanak Singh Basnyat was ordered to pay Rs 300 as
salary for the year 1887 Vikrama to Garuda Dhwaj Karki, an

attendant (Baithake) at the royal palace, from the income
made by the four Adalats during the year 1888 Vikrama,

% v o W ok vk e W

(S.B. Maharjan).
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Miscellaneous Documents on the Bheri-Mahakali
Regionx

Jagir Land Grant to Perry Men

From King (Rana Bahadur Shah,to Luhajit Majhi of Rakhamghat
and Kuchinghat on the Karnali river. ' o

You havc been in possession of two villages with fifty house-
holds, 2,500 muris of rice lands, and homesites attached there-
to, from tormer times. We hereby reconfirm these lands in Dullu
and Jchham as your Jagire. Pay one suki (i.e. one-fourth of 3z
Fupee) zor cach household to the local amali during ashadh,
the Dashain festival, Shrawan, and Falgun, Provide porterage
Services faor Jovermment ELEDPI.JLES and military stores t:hrc:mgh
the areas under your jurisdiction. We hereby grant you exemption
from other compul sory-labor obligations (Begari) » Provide ferry
Services without any interruption, both during winter and dur-
ing the monsoon, when troops have to be movede. If you make any
d@lay or Dbstructic}n' you shall be Pmiﬁhajr Provide faithful
scrvices and usc the lands as Jagir with full assurance,

Friday, Magh sudi 14, 1853
(January 1797).

Obligations of Birta=Owners

From King (Kena Dahadur Shah) to Subba Jog Malla of ichham,

We have received reports that Nartam Padhya Devkota has
Birta lands in ichham, Collect only such payments from the
Birta-owncrs of that area as have been customarily collected,

D0 not colleet wxtra payments fram them, Permit them to put up
Storcs for hawks as usual, and coll.ct customary payments therc-

on,

Bhadra sudi 15, 1856
(September 1799)

————

X
Itihas Prakash, Vol. 2, Book 2, ppe 4=9
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Taxes_on Hawks in Jumla

From (King Rana Bahadur Shah) to Nartam Padhya Devkota.

Collect taxes (Puchhahi) at the following rates on hawks
captured in the Barhagaun area at the following rates and
transmit the proceeds to Us :

Category of Hawk Hawks captured in do. on government
shares on Birta lands
lands
Shahi o . Rs 2 | Rs 4
Jurra R. 1 Rs 2

Ashadh sudi 12, 1856 (July 1799)
Tax Exemption for Rajputs

From King (Girban) to Rajputs all over the Kingdom,

We hereby remit all homestead taxes and levies, as well
as compulsory labor obligations, due on the Raikar lands
occupied by you and your slaves, servants, tenants, etc. to
the palace, and remain constantly prepared to obey our com-
mands. We also restore to you your remaining property, slaves,
etc. Other than property confiscated during the conquests,
or slaves freed by the Bhardars.

Monday, Magh Sudi 5, 1857
(J anuary 1801)

Revenue Assignment for Temple in Jumla

From Subba Ranajit Kunwar to Alidatta Jaisi of Sija.

Previously, homestead taxes (Kachho Sirto) and judicial
fines (danda-kunda), collected from seven households in Lek- .
porgor village, except fines collected from persons gullty ot
crimes against the state (Kula-danda), had been assigned to
- the termple of Sri Kanaka Sundari. This assignment was subse-
quently withdrawn by the local administrator (Amali). We
hereby restore the assignmant during our term for performing
religious ceremonies at the temple of Sri Kanakasundari.,

Chaitra Sudi 5, 185'?
(april 1801)
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Tax Exemption

From Subba Ranajit Kunwar to Palakya Mahat of Badgaun village.

The former Subba had granted you remission from payment
Of two rupees as Sirto tax on your homestead. We reconfirm
the remission during our tem, '

Chaitra Ssudi 7, 1857
(April 1801)

Land Allotment

From Subba Ranajit Kunwar to Sire Padhya and Narottam Padhya,

Birta lands of a Brahman in the village of Bhoragaun had
been occupied by thz grand-father of Nilerya Dharala, who is
Now deal. These lands, including homesites, forests, and rice
lands requiring one muri of seeds, are hereby allotted to you.
Pay one rupec every year as Theki fee for these lands to the
Tosakhana at Chhinasim. .

Jestha Gadi 1, 1858
(May 1801)

Arnointment orf Priest

From kiny (Cirban) to Mahadeo Pandit and shivaram Padhya.

Surti Shzhi (former King of Jumla), had appointed you as
Priests of thu temple of Sri Kanakasundari. Because of the
disturbances that occurred subsequently, this arrangement was
intorrupted. We hereby restore the arrangement made during
the time of the IKalyal kings. Perfgxrm regular and ceremonial
Feligious functions at the temple of Sri Kanakasundari and
Fray for our victory. Use the lands as Guthi., We also restore
lands belonging to the people of Kafalya that had been con-
fiscated during the term of Ranajit Kunwar in 1851 Vikrama
(1794),

Shrawan Sudi 2, 1859
(July 1802)

kkkhkXhknhkk
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) x
Some Confusions

By
Babyram Acharya

(Contd)
% %k kk kK

The involvement of Bahadur Shah in the assassination of
Sarbajit Rana was due to inadequate education. He could have
come back to power had he tolerated his detention for some
time as before. Rajendralaxmi would nave no alternative but
to recall Bghadur Shah in the event of aggression from the
Chaubisi states. Rajendralaxmi too lacked proper education.
Her association with Queen Chandraprabha during her childhood
had made her courageous, She therefore succeeded in repulsing
the Chaubisi aggression. However, the extension of the fron-
tiers of Nepal was suspended for some years because of the
removed of Bahadur Shah,

Persons like Balabhadra Shah succeaded in extending the
state frontiers in the process of beating back invaders., It
was a great weakness of Rajendralaxmi that she could not
control her temper, Only Prithvi Narayan Shah was capable of
doing so. He could suppress his anger and thus win over his
opponents. Even when fighting against Ranajit Malla, Prithvi
Narayan Shah called him his father. Although Prithvi Narayan
Shah had enmity toward Jaya Prakash Malla, he treated the
latter as a friend. But Rajendralaxmi could not tolerate
Bahadur shah even when he was living in Patna, She called
Vansharaj Pande from Bettiah ta assist in the invasion of
Kaski, A e,

*Baburam Acharya, Nepalko Samkshipta Vrittanta (A Concise
Account of Negpal). Kathmandu: Pramod Shamsher and Nir Bikram
"Pyasi", 2022 (1966)., Chapter 22: "Kechi Bhranta Dharanaha-
ruko Khandan ra Tatkalin Prashasakaharuko Tulanatmaka

Vishleshan." (Refutation of Some Misconceptiﬂns and a Compa-

rative analysis of the Contemporary Rulers). ppe. 152-169,
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Swarup Singh Kaski had fled to Palpa and sided with the
King of Palpa, Mukunda Sen, and the King of Parbat, Kirtibam
Mallas The widow of King Karna Sen of Chaudandi and Bijayapur
had adopted the son of Mukunda Sen II, Dhwajabir Sen. Swarup
Singh Karki was considered a rebel in Nepal, because he had
gone to Calcutta with Dhwajabir Sen with the purpose of. soli-
citing British assistance. However, they could not obtain
Such assistance, and Dhwajabir ;Sen was asaassinated by a
Gorkhali soldier., Swarup Singh Karki was thereafter moving
about aimlessly in the border areas. Rajendralaxmi called him
to command the troops invading Kaski, and granted him a large
.holding of Birte lands in Mahottari. She instigated a quarrel
betwcen Vanshizraj Ponde and Swarup Singh Karki, and had Vansha-
aj Pcnde Linealded one nicht in the garden of Bhadarkhal after
nolding a trics court. Taksari Bhim Khawas was then Chief
Minister. Zalkhczdra Shah had been relegated to a lower position.
Rajendralaxmi then invited Bahadur Shah to attend the sacred-
thread-investiture cercmony of Rana Bahadur Shah in Gorkha,
Bahadur shzh went to Gorkha in response to the invitation,
After the ceraiony was over, Bahadur Shah, along with Rang
Bahadur Snah and Rajendralaxmi, came to Kathmandu,

Rajendralaszni called back Dalajit Shah, who had fled
clghtecn months previously during the reign of Pratap Simha
Shah, and appointed him Chautara. Dalajit Shah, Swarup Singh
Karki, and alhimon Simha Basnyat had already been commissioned
to occuLv Kaski, Bhirkot, and other principalities across the
Kali-Gondaki river. Rajendralaxmi was suffering from tuber-
culosis. apprzhending that Rana Bahadur Shah would be safe if-
Bahadur shoh was kept in detention, she detained him in Phar-
Ping. Rajendralaxmi died shortly thereafter. The death of
Rajendrala:mni crcated disturbances in the royal palace, Bhim

Khawas tried to run the administration himself, but because
Of the opposition of the other Bhardars, he fled to India

clong with his threc sons and other relatives, as well as hig
entire property, Nokody prevented him.

The funeral rites of Rajendralaxmi were presumably per-
formed by Balbhsdra Shah. Bahadur Shah was released from
detention when the Gurus and Purohits who supported him
Pressed for his reclease to perform rituals on the eleventh
day of the death'of Rajendralaxmi.’ Later, he took over the
administration with unanimous support. By that time, Dalajit
Shah and Swarup Singh Karki had conquered Kaski. as the kings
of Satahun, Garahun, and Rising had accepted the suzerainty
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. of Nepal, abhiman Simha Basnyat was returning to Kathmandu
~2long with them. As soon as Bahadur Shah took over the admi-
nistration, he sent a royal order in.the name of Rana Bahadur
Shah to behead Swarup Singh Karki, who was in Kaski at that
time. Swarup Singh Karki was beheaded in Kaski. It is not known
what happened to Dalajit Shah, since he had gone under-
ground by that time, Bahadur Shah also dismissed Balbhadra

Shah during a Pajani. However, he retained the old Bhardar,
Kapardar Kalidas Khandka, whce had served under both Prithvi
Narayan Shah and Rajendralaxmi.

Because of the lack of education, Rajendralaxmi beheaded
Vansharaj Pande without any reason, and tried to harm Bzhadur
Shah. Bahadur Shah was a2lso semi-educcoted. But thanks to his
" courage and bravery, he concuered several territories in the
west when Vansharaj Pende's brother, Damodar Pande, was func-
tioning as Kaji.

Among the Chaubisi principalities west of the Kali, only
Palpa, Parbat and Pyuthan were powerful. Such Baisi principa-
lities as Dullu and Dailekh, and distant principalities such
as Doti and Kumeaun, werc so weak that they could not check
the advance of the Gorkhali troops. aAs such, Gorkha's terri-
tories extended to Garhwal. A minor defeat sustained by the
Gorkhalis in Garhwal had created much apprehension. However,
Gajaraj Mishra forced the King of Garhwal to accept the sure-
rainty of Nepal, because he concluded a trade treaty with
the British and put British pressure on the King of Garhwal.

- Ngpal's defeat in Garhwal was the result of the violation of
the policy of Prithvi Narayan Shah. Prithvi Narayan Shah never
started wars on two fronts. Nepal had to lose Kerung and Khasa
during a war with Tibet, which later led to a war with China.
This eamed a bad name for Bahadur Shah. The troops wanted to
rest for sometime, because they had become tired of war. 4All
Bhardars and military officers consulted among themselves that
it would have been better had the young King Rana Bahadur Shah
taken over the administration.

Bahadur Shah ounu*nitt.ed a great mistake by not providing
education to Rana Bahadur Shah, because he did not realize
the importance of education. Rana Bahadur Shah's character
became corrupt when he was seventeen or cighteen years old
as a result of his association with such evil and uncducated
persons as Bidur Shahi, Sher Bahadur Shahi, and Tribhuwan
- Khawas. However, Rana Bahadur Shah's way of thinking was
profound, He thought that Bidur Shahi and Sher Bahadur Shahi
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were not responsible for the low caste of their mother, and

so he appointed both of them as Chautaras. He used to calcu-
late gains and losses while worshipping gods and offering
prayers. s regards political affairs, he thought that his
ministers would handle them, and serve the interests of the
nation, =nd so he spent his time in entertainments. and dances.

Till then, nothing had gone wrong, But he began to harbor
bad feelings toward Bahadur Shah, and dismissed him from
of fice. bLalieiur Shah would not have died a.premature death
had he gone to India soon after his dismissal. Instead,
Dahadur Chal tried to go to China without royal pemission,
He petiticned ior a passport directly to the Chinese Ambans
in Lhosa. but the ambans sought the approval of Rana Bahadur
Shah vitiout giving any reply to Bahadur Shah. Rana Bahadur
Shah kopt quiet. In the meantime, a new. Brperor ascended the
throne of China, Bahaaur Shah again requested the Jmbans for
permiscion to o to China to paY his respects to the new
peror. Whoa the amban contacted Rana Bahadur Shah, the
lattor became furious and sent Kaji Sarbajit Pande to Lhasa
with several charges against Bahadur shah, He then arrested
Bahalur S.al: and imprisoned him in a fort of Kathmandu for
akout trrec ionths. Rana Bahadur had then Bahadur Shah assassi-
hubost sucrelly through the cooperation of Bidur Shahi and Sher .

Babhodur Shald.

Ti.- ascnassination of Bahadur shah created great panic
throughout the countrye The Bhardars now began to remain vigi-
lant, ~ltlou h they could say nothing, It was natural for
them to teel wrightencd on account of the assassination of
Bahadur Shah by his own nephew, Rana Bshadur Shah. In such a
sitvation, lirtiman Simha Basnyat persuaded Rana Bahadur - Shah
to give upy power with the motive of himself becoming all-
powvorful, There was no need for Rana Bahadur Shah to do so.
Fana Eahadur Shah did not realize that he could not regain
the throne once he relinquished it. It was a major blunder
on his part to think that the phardars would continue. to
Lespect him as usual even after he relinguished the throne,
This belief enabled Kirtiman simha to send Rana Bahadur Shah
"to Kashi and himself become all-powerful. Some Bhardars,
inecluding bidur shahi, became jealous of Kirtiman Simha
Basnyat, and so they had him assacsinated. This assassina-
tion enabled Sher Bahadur and Bam shah to win the favor of
the second yueen for sometime. The eldest queen then took
over charge of the administration. Power assumed in this man-
ner is ncver lesting, and the Bhardars' involvement in such

intrigues indicates their lack of education,
LaniQ -
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Kirtiman Simha Bbasnyat had concluded an agreement with
the British to detain Rana Bahadur Shah in Banaras with the
purpcse of taking advantage of the intemgal rift in the pealace.
But the agreement was concluded only after Kirtiman Simha
Basnyvat was killed., The British emissarv, who later visited
Nepal, thus came to know of the weaknesses of the Nepali
people, The British also came to know of the secrets of Nepal
when the policy of Prithvi Narayan Shah, Bahadur Shah and
Rana Bahadur Shah of not allowing the British to enter Nepal
was violated, In view of the growing influence of the British
throughout Indias, it was very difficult to check their gdvance
into Nepal. Even then, it would not have been more harmful
had the Bhardars tried to keep secrets from the British-
cmigsary. It was necessary to treat the first British resident
in the same manner as Bhimsen Thapa did after the war with'
the British. The eldest queen expelled the British resident,
IXox, and recalled Rana Bahadur Shah from Banaras, out of
anger.

Rana Bahadur Shah had been completely dominated by Bhim-
sen Thapa and Ranganath Fandit, He used to do what they said.
Bhimsen Thapa and Ranganath Pandit brouqght Sher Bahadur Shahi
also in their group through another conspiray. Bhimsen Thapa
had hatched that conspiracy, because he was uneducated, and
belonged to an ordinary family. He could not realize the
impact of conspiracies on the nation, but gave priority to
only his own interests, Ranganath Pandit wanted to become
- .Rajguru through any possible means, as he was tired of 1iving
in exile, He thus joined Bhimsen Thzpa and sher Bahadur Shahi.
They entired Ngpal with violent motives, and Bhimsen Thapa
became all-powerful in MNepal by murdering Damodar Pande and
others, and imprisoning Rajrajeshwari. The tradition of vio-
lence which had started with the murddr of Sarbajit Rana was
not to end without a major massacre. When Bhimsen Thapa tried
to rester tranquillity by murdering Sher Bahadur Shahi, Tri-
bhuwan Khawas, and others, Rana Bahadur Shah himself was mur-
dered. Jibout seventy-five persons, including children, were
killed in retaliation, Zn outward calm was then restored.
:But the nation's strength declined gradually due to the murder
of old. Bhardars,and the plans prepared by Prithvi Narayan
Shah’ became unsuccessful after the murder of Rang Bahadur she?
The plans formulated by ‘Bhimsen Thapa were immature.” The E:Lm..
of Nepal was reduced within ten years after Bhimsen Thapa
came to power, Prithvi Narayan Shah's plan to establish
Greater Nepal sustained a severe setback,
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Prithvi Narayan Shah's opinion about the Christian mis-
Slonaries was very interesting. He did not denounce any reli-
lon., But the activities of the Christian missionaries
COmpelled him to treat them rudely. The Christian missionaries
had begun to spreal their religion throughout Asia during
the sixteenth century., They usually moved through Nepal and
Tibet while visiting India and.China. They carried with them

Ples of the Bikle, and bags of medicines, wherever they
pent. They propagated religion among the people, and distri-
buted medicines free of cost. They undermined the civilization
and.CUlture of the countries which they visited, and tried

-Mpose their social and political systems there. The
“hristian missionaries had been spreading their activities
in China, India, and other countries of asia with such very
I?btiv.qs. They bzcame successful in 1eaving their 1mpact on
Cthe People because of their efficacious medicines and cleanli-
Nss, They used to be followed by traders with different goods
-ang Juns, Their ultimate aim was to occupy the countries they

Visited by promoting trade relationse.

The Christian missionaries had been successful in estab-
1i5hing their influence in Kethmandu during Pratap Malla's
Teign, They went to Lhasa also from. Kathmandu, Pratap Malla
had installed an inscription written in fourteen or. fifteen
SCriptsg, including the Raman script, at the royal palace of
1""F'lthrn-av.nt.lu., The Christian missionaries were disliked by the
leEtans, and so were expelled from Tibet, and their belongings
Were confiscatcd. They established their center in Kathmandu
After being expelled from Tibet. They went to Bhaktapur when

hey were not allowed to live in Kathmandu. Later, they estab-
lished their center outside the western gate Of Lalitpur.

b The kings of zl1l1 the three principalities of Kathmandu
p@gan to try to please these Christian missionaries when .
Fithvi Narayan Shah encircled these principalities. The
istian missionaries had advised the kings of Patan and
Shaktapur to seck the military assistance of the East India
GO"'PEIHY in India in order to remove the blockade imposed by
‘the Gorkhalis. They had also convinced the ‘British of the
Need £5r such assistance. They had sent reminders to the
British not to miss the opportunity, by highlighting the
Prospects of trade with Tibet from Bengal and Bihar, When
the British were holding consultations, the Gcrkhalig occupied
Kirtipur, Thic made the defense of Kathmandu.very difficult.

(]
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: 3
Prithvi Narayan Sheh did not interfere in religious matters'
He did not prevent pilgrims from visiting Kathmandu on the
occasion of the Shivratri festival, even when he was blockad-
ing Kathmandu Valley. He also allowed the missionaries to

move zbout in Kathmandu Valley. Taking advantage of this reli-
gioug tolerance, Jaya Prakash Malla had sent two emissaries

to the British in disguise. The Christian missionaries used

to act as couriers because they were not searched, on the
assumption that they were not interested in polities but

only in propagating religion and medicines. Prithvi Narayan
Shah realized this rolc of the Christian missionaries only
after Kinloch's attack. When Prithvi Narayan Shah besieged
Bhaktapur after occupying Kathmandu and Lalitpur, the Chrigtian
missionairies visited him, On that occasion, Prithvi llarayan
Shah told them to leave Hepal along with thoeir property. They
were thus forcoed to leave Nepal. The missionaries, along with
about fifty Nowar converts, then shifted to Churi in Bettiahe.

The Christion missionaries who had becen expelled from
Nopal left no stonc unturned in assailing the Nepali govemmns
ment. The army had mutinied when Warren Hastings bchaved
cruclly with Raja Chet Singh of Banaras in 1780 A.D. Chet
Singh was taking refuge in Bijayagarh. When the wife of
Warren Hagtings requestod Nepal for military assistance
tixough Subba Dinanath in Patng, a military unit was kgpt
rcady. But Nupal's military assistance became unnecessary
when Chet Singh £led. The Christian missionaries living in
Bettiah had said that the Nepalis proposed to assist Chet
Singh. But Warrcn Hastings came to know the truth from his
wife, _

Bahadur Shah had honored the Christian missionaries in
Kathmandu because they had given him refuge in Bettigh. On
the we of his downfall, a missionary had published an artide
on Prithvi Narayan Shah in the famous asiatic Researches
-journal in 1796, describing Prithvi Narayan Shah as barbarous.
He had writton that the troops of Prithvi Narayan Shah had
killed the Kings of the countries they occupied, and looted
the loecal peopla. He also asserted falsely that Prithvi Narayan
Shah cut tho ears and nosces of all the inhabitants of Kirtipur.
The Europeans still consider this as truc. All European writerss
including Sylvain Levi and Landon too have made this asscrtione
Lalitaballabh, a poet contanporary to Prithvi Narayan Shah,
had written that the ears and noses of some persons had been
. cut, Twenty-scven years after the conquest cof Kirtipur, Captain
Kirkpatrick, who had visitad Kathmandu, had secn a noscless
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inhabitant of Kirtipur., He should have seen many noseless
persons had the noses of many persons been cut. As soon as
Prithvi Narayan Shah received the news of the conquest of
Kirtiynur, he granted some lands for operating the Guthi of a
budthist Cheityae. The Guthi is functioning even today. Prithvi
Nrrayan Shah would never have reconfirmed the Guthi had he
Leen angry with the inhabitants of Kirtipur. There are two
royal orders of different dates which indicate Prithvi Narayzn
Sheh stayed in Kirtipur after a few months of the conguest.

He would never have lived there had he cut the noses of all

inhabitantsn '

iccording to Sylvain Levi, Prithvi Narayan Shah had cut
th: nosces not only of the inhabitants of Kirtipur, but also
oL the seven royal princes of Bhaktapur, who were Ranajit
Mella's 1114 jitimeate sons. They werce known as Sat Bahales
because kanajit Malla had constructed onc house with a court-
yord {}::ﬂ.__l) for ococh of thuan, Onc of thom was il‘ﬂprisaned,
end his proporty confiscated, when he fought against the
Corkhalis from Jaya Prakash Malla's side. When Prithvi Narayan
Shoh granted the housc and other property confiscated from
him to Sardar Ram Krishna Kunwar, the latter endowed them as
Cuthi to supply food to pilgrims on the occasion of the Shiva-~
ratri festival. The property of the six other princes had
Iaon reconfirmed, Nonc of thoam lost his cars and nosc. The
imprisonad person was relcased when Ranajit Malla said that
he woltli like to teke him to Banaras along with him. That
prirce livedi for two ycars with Ranajit Malla in Banaras until
the latter's death. Later, he tried to attack Nopal with the
supnort of the British in Patna, by claiming that he was
ontitled to the throne of Bhaktapur. Among the Sat Bahales,
he was thc cnly one who cventually disappcared. '

There is -n ancedote in Gorkha which seems to be true. &
minister of Patan, who was in charge of the defense of Kirtipur,
informed Sure Irotap Shah of his willingness to surrender if
the lovics of the inhobitants were sparcd, when nobody came
to his rescue, Prithvi Narayan Shah accepted this offer. But
the minister of Pitan rogquested Sura Pratap Shah to enter the
town in thc niciit, lost the people should get cxcited. By the
following merning, thc town was already under the control of
the Gorkhalis. 4 fow hooligans thon attacked the Gorkhalis
in the night ond killed cight or ten Gorkxhalis. When "Sura

, §
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be inflicted unon the hooligans, the latter ordered that they
be banished from Kirtipur, and thelr ears and noses cut,
since he had already promised to spare the lives of the inha-
bitonts of the town. The Corkhalig maintain that Prithvi
Narayan Shah visited that town soon after this incident, But
the Christian missionaries had tried to make a mountain of a
molehill, Sylvain Levi had even attempted to portray Prithvi
Marayan Shah a5 even more barbarous. Landon followed in his
footsteps. Other Europeans also are following this tradition.
The truth will come to light if the royal orders issued by
Prithvi Narayan Shah, and the writings of Lzlitaballabh, are
published.

THE END

Notes on the Changunarayan Inscriptionx

By
Dhanavajra Bajracharya

% % 9k ok

.The Changunarayan inscription states that Shankaradeva
ruled in a commendable way, that the country was prosperous
during his rule, and that he gained much fame by displaying
bravery. Beyond this nothing is known about Shankarudeva.

Shankaradeva was succeeded by his son, Dharmsdeva, who
also ruled the country properly, and made it more prosperous.
‘Dharmadeva was a man of religion, and he organized many rcli-
gious functions. The Changunarayan inscription also mentions
that he was skilled in the art of warfare, and that he person-
ally initiated his son, Manadeva, in that art.

‘:Dh.‘-mavajra Bajracharya, "Chancunarayanasthanako Manadevako
Abhilékha." (Manadeva's inscription at the temple of Changu-~
narayan), in Licchavi Kalka abhilekh., (Inscriptions of the
Licchavi period). Kathmaendu: Institute of Nepal and Asian
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The Changunarayan inscription also states that Dharmadeva
had won the hearts of his subjects through "Rajarshicharita,®
It is necessary to explain the meaning of this term., In the
sixth chapter captioned Rajarshibritta of his Arthash tra,
Acharya Kautilya has described the duties of aﬁ_EBIEf%%TEE.
-lo defines royal virtues (Rajarshicharita) as control of the
senses, acquiring learning by association.with scholars,
collection of information through spies, industriousness,
humility, work for the well-being of all, avoidance of greed
and association with other women, a balance between morality
and temporal affairs, observance of royal dignity, and so on.
Thus Rojarshicharita literally means the character of an ideal
King. King Manadeva has thus tried to project his father as
an ideal Kinge '

The Changunarayan inscription indicates that Dharmadeva
died suddenly., However, it does not indicate how he died, and
where, The relevant portion of the pillar-inscription reads
as follows: "Dharmadeva died when his queen, Rajyavati, was
engaged in a religious ceremony at a temple. This caused panic
among the royal attendants. Queen Rajyavati immediately stopped
her prayers and returncd to the palace, overwhelmed with grief.
Menadeva was informed of the death of his father by his mother."
In any case, the cause of Dharmadeva's death appears to be
mysterious. “he Gopalvamshavali and other sources have even
concoctud the story that Manadeva had unwillingly murdered

his fother,

The custom of sati was prevalent at that time. However,
it was not compulsory, This is evident from the fact-that
Rajyavati,Manadeva's mother, &bhiri, Bhauma Gupta's mother,
and Vatsadevi, mother of Jayadeva, -had not become satis on
the death of their husbands. The Vishnudharmottara, Narada-
smriti and other writings enjoin on women either to become

atis or lead pious lives after the death of their husbands,

These instructions were followed during the Licchavi period,
as this pillar-inscription indicates. Queen Rajyavati had

at first oxpressed her determination to become a sati on the
dedth of Dharmadeva. But she changed her mind when her son,
Manadeva, pressed her not to do so. Rajyavati then led the
lifc of a pious widow., (Sativrata) ~Abhiri’'and Vatsadevi too

Opted for pious widnwhcod.
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The history of the Licchavi period becomes clearer and
more authentic as we reach the time of Manadeva, who possessed
‘all the virtues of an indgpendent ruler. Several inscriptions
mentioning specific dates, coins, etc of his time have been
discovered. |

Let us first discuss the mferences contained in this
pilllar-inscription itself. Manadeva performed the funeral
ceremony of his father according to traditional rites., Raje-
shwarl observed a fast, praying for peace to her deceased
husband's soul, .

at that time, feudal lords of vassal states tried to be-
come independent whenever any weakness appecared at the center
for zny reason. Failure to subdue such vassal states meant
the disintegration of the state itself. Manadeva also was
confronted with a similar gituation, On hearing of tho death
of Dharmadeva, and the accession of Manadeva, the feudal kings
of neighboring vassal states attempted to secure their inde-
pendence. They did not present themselves at the palace on
hearing of the death of Dharmadeva and the accession of Mana-
deva. Manadeva, however, was not a weak man. He had already
been trained in the art of war and in handling weapons. Hence
he resolved to suppress these feudal rulers so as to maintain
“the integrity of the state inherited by him from his father.
He made necessary arrangements in this regard. ‘At this time
of crisis, he received full support from his maternal uncle.

With the permission of his mother, Manadeva proceeded
- toward the east along with his troops. It was not difficult
for him to sukdue the feudal lords of that region. Before
long, they accepted the supremacy of Manadeva, who thereupon
confirmed them in their status as chiefs of vassal statese.
The Changunarayan inscription describes them as “Shatha,™

It is not known who Manadeva''s matemal uncle was.Manadeva
is quoted as having said, at the time of his invasion of
lMallagpuri: "Dear uncle, please cross the Gandaki river today.
I too shall cross the river along with my troops and join
you." This seems to indicate that Manadeva's maternal uncle
had come with his own troops. This leads us to assume that
he 'was the ruler of some state in India. This is confirmmed
to some extent by the references made in the pillar-inscrip-
tion to Manadeva's mother. She is described in the inscrip-
tion as "born in a pure dynasty."

Contdees



235,

a disparaging term, This leads one to assume that the feudal
rulcers of the eastern region were Kiratas. In his description
of Kirata kings, the author of the Gopalavamshavali writes:
"Thore were thirty-two Kirati kingse. Kiratas are now inhabit-
ing the region betweeri the Tamakoshi and the Arun." The Gopalaw-
vamshavali indicates that some Kiratas moved toward the east
alter the Licchavis established a state of their own by driving
than out. However, in the absence of further evidence, nothing
can be said for certain in this regard. )

: ifter suibxduinyg the feudal. rulers of the eastern region,
Manadeva headed toward the western region, His succegs in

. the eactern region had boosted up his morale. The Changunarayan
inscription also says: "As fearless as a lion waving jts mane,
Mcnadeva headed towards the east." However, Manadeva was not
suceessful in liis western expedition to the same extent as

in the east., .’he feudal ruler of Mallapuri, situated in the
western r zgion, refused to accept the suzerainty of Manadeva,
Mrncdeva had summoned him for negotiations, but he openly
defied Manadeva. This angered Manadeva, and he resolved to
subdus the reudal ruler of Mallapuri. Mallapuri was situated
acros: the arndalki river. It was not easy to cross that river,
Bven so, Menadeva made preparations to invade Mallapuri, He
Lirst resucerted his maternal uncle to cross the Gandaki river
vith his troopes Later, he too crossed the river along with
his troops, aid invaded Mallapuri. The feudal King of Mallapuri
was wiable to resist the invasion, and finally accepted Mana-

deva's cuzeradntye.

It is nocessary to discuss how Manadeva crossed the Gandaki
river., iccordin, to the account given in the Changunarayan
inseription, Monadeva's army possessed hundreds of elephants.
Soric historians have doubted this, saying that the vresence
cf elophants in o hilly region is inconceivable. However, there
e¥ist elepnants of one -type in hill arcas. f&iccording.to
Iloutilya's Jrithashostra, therce are two types of_glaphantsr

those that inhacit the areas situated in the vicinity of
rivers, and those that live in the hill region.

Other Licchavi inscriptions contain references to elephants,
Jmshuvarma's inscription at Handigaun states that the King -
mounted on an clcphant during his coronation., There still
exists a settlement called "Kigipindi" between Thankot and

Balamltu. A Licchavi inscription calls this settlement
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"Kichaprinchi." The inscriptions found in this area frequently
refer to "Hastimarga" while specifying boundaries. For exampla,
we may cite the inscription installed by Vasantadeva at Thankot.
It shows that czlephants were kept in this areca during the
Licchavi period, Narcndradeva's inscription at Taleju-Chok in
Patan indicates that c¢lephants were kept in Lalitpur also
during the Licchavi period. For this rcuson, the view that
Manadeva's army had elephants also cannot be dismissed as
imaginary, '

In anciocnt times, elephants were used to Cross rivers.
The poet Kalidasa thus describes the victory procession of
Raghus "Raghu formed « bridge of elcphants to cross the Kapisha
river along with his troops. after crossing the river in this
manner, he headcd towards Kalinga, as he had been showun the way
by the Utkalas." ' '

Kautilya has anphasized the utility of elephants in these
words: "Elgphants are employed for such purposes as construc-
tion of roads, shclters, znd ferries in arcas where therec
eXlist none.” '

In the light of all this, it may bc assumed that Manadeva
had formed "e bridge of clephants" to cross the Gandeki river.
(Sce also Purnima, No. 24, pp. 223-26). '

Som¢c historions appear to be confused with regard to: the
location of Mallapuri conguered by Manadeva.' They argue that
Manadeva could not have congquered Mallapuri, situated across
the Gandaki river, inasmuch as it was his own wvassal state.
They claim that Manadeva had defeated the Malla kings of
Gorakhpur in the course of his campaign of territczial expan-
Siﬂni '

In the Changunarayan inscription, Manadeva has described
his position clecrly. iccording to this inscription, Manadeva
did not launch tho campaign for thae sake of conquering now
states., Hc merely sought to preserve his statce because of the
attempts made by some fcudal rulcers to segode after the suddon
death of his fathcr. In the eastoern region, he 8id not havc
to fight any battle at all. In the western region, he had to
fight against the feuwdal ruler of Mallapuri alonc. The inscrip-
tion clearly shows that thc ruler of Mallgpuri was not an
indcpendent King, but had occupied a vassal status since the
time of Manadeva's predecessor. Had it not been so, none
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could have described the King of an independent state as a
Vassul state. Hoed the feudal ruler of Mallapuri been on inde-
pendent King, hea would not have readily accepted Manadeva's
Sstzurainty, and it would have been absurd for Manadeva to
feel infuriated at the former's failure to appear before him
on his command.

Moreover, there is no evidence that there existed any
Malla state, or any territory known as "Mallapuri", in the
Corakhpur area. Buddhist writings, including the Mzshaparinjv-
Vansutta, say that there existed a Sangha Rajya in the Gorakh-
PUr region at the time of the Buddha. But this state was
1,00 years older than Manadeva. During the rule of Manadeva,
Corakhpur was a part of the Gupta empire. This is confirmed
by the inscription discovered at Kahabama in Gorakhpur, In
this inscription, which was installed during the reign of
Skendrgupta, and is dated 141 Gupta cora (517 Vikrama), Somudra
is quoted as having seid that he had uprootcd all the kings
Of Aryavarta. Lot us cite the Mahaparinivvanasutta, the pillar-

ingcription of Prayag, and the inscription of Kahabama.

"Please o, .nanda, to Kusinara. The Lord has attained
Nirvana. Pleasc ask the Mallas of Kusinzas to do what is
dictated by the situation,” (From the Mahaparinivvansutta).

"Hie influcnce Sprﬂd after he eliminated by force several
kings of aryavarta, such as Rudradeva Matile, Nagadatta, .
Chandravamna, Gancpatinaga, Nagasena, achyutanandi and Balla-
Varma, cic." (From the Pillar Inscription of Prayag).

"The place where hoe (Skendagupta) takes salute is swept
by the wind thot blows when hundreds of kings bow their
- heads before him. Tranquillity reigns in the empire of
Emperor Skandavupts, whose fame had spread.fﬂr~and wide,
who is blesscd with gmd fortune, and who is like Indra.
4t the villagoe roendercd sacred by the prescnce of good men,
and huving the famous name of Kakuva {Kahabama), in thﬂ_
month of Jestha 141 Gupta era (517 Vikrama). (From the -

Kahabama inccription) .

Manadwva ruled ncarly forty-one years. Had he sought to
conquer new tcriitorics, he would have done so only after
Consolidating hiz own Kingdom ond his position. Hc would
Not have embarked on such a2 venture at a time when he.had
hardly consolidntcd his position after the death of his
father ard his unclu, ' :

FCOntdﬁ-.



238,

All-this proves that Manadeva did not conguere new terri-
tories, and that he hzd merely tried to defend his ancestral
Kingdom, because the vassal states had tried ‘to become inde-
pendent taking advantage of the slight commotien prevailing
at the center,

' \

The actual loceation of Mallapuri is still a subject of
research, The Kali-Gandaki ,river is the pest known among
the seven tributaries of the Gandaki river., The areas situated
along this river are also important from the historical view-
point. The word "Condaki" -mentioned in the Changunarayan
inscription probably refers to the Ka&li-Gandaki. Moreover,
two Licchavi inscriptions, discovered in Gorkha, indicate
that area was not a feudatory state, but was directly admi-
nistered from the center,

Tids possibly means that the Gandaki crossed by Manadeva
was the Kali-Gandgki. For this reason, exploration across the
Kali-Gandaki may help to locate "Mallapuri.”

Manadeva returnaed to his capital after subduing the feudal
ruler of Mallapuri, !lle was very happy, because he had been
able to meet the threat he had faced immediately after his.
accession to the throne. In fact, the state of Nepal would
have disintegratcd at that time had he failed to suppress
the rulers of feudatory states in both the eastern and western
rcygions. That is why he made ritual gift on his return to
the capital and had his mother, Rajyavati, also do so, Since
the inscription is incomplete, the r eference made therein in
rcgard to such gifts is illegible. ilowever, the broken inscrip-
tion on the pillar standing in front of the temple of Changu-
narayan does indicate that Manadeva alsu endowed lands as
Guthi for the worship of Narayana. This possibly means that
he had ordered the installation of the "Garudadhwaj" pillar.

Some foreign historians have maintained that the frontiers
of Nepal were confined to Kathmandu Valley and some adjoining
areas since ancient times, on the Lasis of some texts written
during the time when Nepal was divided into several states.
Some Nepali historians are also supporting this view. But
this is not true. The inscription of Changunarayan indicates
that Hepal was bigger in size during the period of the Licchavis-
The inscription describes how Manadeva controlled the feudal
kings of the east and thc west, wio had wanted to become
independent after the sudden death of Dharmadeva. This shows
that the Koghi region in the east, and the Candaki areas i
the west, formed parts of Nepal at that time,
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The inscription of Samudragupta in Prayag sheds enough .
light on the frontiers of Nepal during the Licchavi period,
It mentions that Nepal's boundaries were situated east of
Kumaun and west of Assame This has already been mentioned
abova, Licchavi inscriptions have been found from Dolakha and
Mulkot in the east to Gorkha in the west. More inscriptions
of this period may be found in other areas too if explored
properly. The "Mananka" coins of Manadeva have been found in
western Baglung. Mud-built Chaityas with inscriptions in the
later Licchavi script have been found in the Lamathada caves
in Jumla. This shows that Nepal was bigg_er during the Licchavi

period,

'The description of the Chinese traveller, Hsuan-chuang,
sheds light on the frontiers of Nepal at that time. He writes:
"Nipolo (Ncpal) lies on the lap of the Himalayas. It has an’
arca of 4000 1i, It is surrounded by mountains. Its capital
has an arcea of twenty li." One 1li is equal to one-third of 3
mile, and thusg- 4000 l1li are equal to 1172 miles. This shows that
the length of Nepal was 400 miles, and its breadth 200 miles.
There is other cvidence also to indicate that the size of
Licchavi Nepal was equal to that of modern Nepal.

The Changyunarayan inscription also sheds light on the
condition of the people during the Licchavi period. Manadeva
has proudly described himself as a Kshatriya. The inscription
also contains a description of the grants made by Manadeva
and his mother, Rajvavati, to Brahmans. This shows that the

Caste system was cbserved at that time.

The Licchavi rulers pursued the policy of creating -a éociet
based on the caste system. The inscription of Balambu can be
cited as evidence. The Licchavis felt proud of theiq success

in maintaining the caste system. ' N

Bralmans occupied a respectable place in the society dur-
ing the Licchavi period. Kshatriyas also occupied a leading
position because of their special role in politics. References
have been made to Rajputras (Kshatriyas) in many Licchavi = .
inscriptions. The inscription of Sikubahi (Shankhamul) mentions
thc names of Rajputra Vajraratha, Babhruvarma, and Deshavarma..
Babhruvarma and Deshavamma were "dutakas" duringltherreign of
Gznadeva and Amshuvarma respectively. The inscription of Sanga
mcntions the name of Rajputra Vikramasena, who was a "sarva-

dandanayaka.” The inscription of Deopatan mentions _Rajputra
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Shurasena, zand the inscripticn of [.deshuar mentions thc Raja-
putras NMandavarma, Jishnuvarma and Bhimavarma. This shows that
tlie nunber of Kshatriyas was large in the Licchavi period,
and that they occupied too posts.

The Chinese account says that the number of traders exceeded
. the number of farmers in Nepal., This shows without doubt that
-there were Vaishyas in the Licchavi period. In the Tebahal

' inscription, Grihamitra calls himself a "Vanik" (trader),
Vaishya caste. The inscription of Narendradeva at Anantalinge-
shwar indicates that different communities, including Brazhmans
and Chandalas, lived together at Hamsagrihadranga. Chandala is

a Shudra sub-~caste. This shows that there lived Shudras too dur-
ing the Licchavi period,

Different communitices had heen living her¢ from ancient
cinese Thesce communicics included those who did not observe the
caste system, The Licchavi inscriptions thercfore contain refe-
rences to "the four Varnas and eighteen castes.™ The inscription
0f Vasantadeva at Thankot contains this term,

People enjoyed religious freedom during the Licchavi period.
They could profess any religion they liked. However, people
were not granted freedom of occupation. They could engage in
the occupation pertaining to their caste. A se¢parate office
called "Bhattadhikarana" was cstablished to supervive whether
or not this rulz was followed.

The Changunarayan inscription naturally contains a lengthy
culogy of Manadeva, Such a culogy tends to be one-sided. Fowever:
it sheds light cn the personality and character of Manadeva to
scme oxtent, Several inscriptions have described Manadeva zs
handsome and wheat-complexioned, with broad shoulders and large
eyese The Changunarayan inscription describes Manadeva as a
youth, It also shows that Manadeva was skilled in the use of
weapons, cxperienced in dealing with people, brave, and reli-
gious~minded.

The Changqunarayan inscription is important from
point of view, not only of history'but also of scholarship,
The name of the author of the text of the inscription is not
known, However, he scems to be a scholar, wcll-versced in the
Sanskrit languzgce. Hco has given the dialogue between Manadeva
and his mother Rajyavati in a very profound manner, when the
latter was preparing to become a Sati. The style of other
inscriptions of Manadeva is also beautiful and scholarly, Thic
shows that during the period of Manadeva, scholars flourished
in l‘lﬂpill ™
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