




















































































































































































































































































































































































































Kagate Hulaki H::lldinq in Pokhara 

padi, 1948 (53/37_43) 

In 1866 Vikr amn , KClg::lte Hu1aki porters were enrolled in 
Raginas, Lamjung. In 1948 , there were 25 Kagate Hulaki house­
holds. One of them, belonging to a BralTnan woman, comprised 
80 muris of rice lands, on which Kut . rent was payable. The 
Br ahman 'IJomcJ.n surrendered the hold ing I bee ause her husband 
was dead, cmd th-':;l:"E:! was no mc.le in· .tlle family to provide 
labor services. ·The holding I,oJas then reallotted to another 
local Brahn1 an , who also obtained exemption from payment of the 

tax on his 

!3-<::.kam Services 

Harga Sooi 9, 1948 (53/52-57) 

In the Ko rbang area of Salyan, the inhabitants of three 
villages had been assigned to \/ork in copper mines, while 
four villages had been placed under the Thaple-Hulak Rakam. 
Rice l<lfld.::; v/ere allotted to all these Rakam workers. 

Salyan .t.dalgt 

Badi 8, 1 9 48 (53/57-64) 

The establisrment of the Salyun j\Clalat led to the conflict 
of jurisdiction between the ;ldalat and the Surbangamafi Rajya 
of Salyan. The conflict was resolved in the following manner: 
(1) Original jurisdiction shall lie in the Rajya, and appell.:tt:.:: 
jurisdiction in the S<llyan .ldalat. (2) The Rajya shall have 
no authorit.y to dispo.se of Punchny<::.t Cases. 

Li fe-t imc Land Gran ts 

t-1arga sudi 2, 1947 (53/71-74). 

'l'he West No. 4 Bakyauta 1\d.da was ordered to cance·l Bhatt;}, 
r·1unach.::mlill, Petiya, Burkhasan, 'lOO Jiuni lLUld grants or CiJsh 
allowances if the recipients dead. In the future, all 
such allowances v/er e to be made, and ass ignments made; again::>t 
Tir j a documents. 

Contd ••• 
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I ~s ue o f stampe1 Rece ipts 

:.sw!n Badi 11 , 1950 (53/82-85) 

All Gaunda and Bakyauta offices were ordered to , issue 
receipts on printed and stamped forms (Lifa) in the future. 

'. 

Latoe Services 

Jestha Bad! 7 , 1943 (53/ 91- 93) 

The inhabitant s o f area s between Bhaktapur and Kodari were 
o rdered to p rovide eh e f o llowing services for Thaple I-Iulaki 
post e r s and milita r y men who were transporting cash from 
Ti bet: I1Supp l y p rovi sion s t o than at prices current in the 
village . F!.e:pail.- r oads and fords on the route. Otherwise, you 
shall be pl..t.""li s hed according t o the law~" 

R even u~_col lection Con t r ac t 

Je scha n~d i 6 , 1943 (53/93-96) 

h three- year controct Ijara- Thek) was i ssued, stipulating 
Pa ymen t of Rs 63 6 yearly , on the Khuwa lands of General Indra 
Shamshe r J.:mg Rana . '!'he Ijarooar, Ha .1or-Captain Narabir Basn~t 
Chhetri , alsO enjoy ed j udiCi a l authority . 

Exc hange ? ransaction @ 

J C3tha Dudi 6 , 1943 (5 3/96- 99) 

The P alpa 1"in-Sancha l'ilhabil was ordered to convert Gorakh­
puri paisa coins into Mo har coins at a favorable rate. 

Chec kpos t :::; 

Bais akh Badi 10 , 1913 (53/99-105 ) 

.\t Chi.3apani-Gadhi and other points in ,the Churia range, 
the re we r e eight c heckposts (Chaukl) and f~fty-two r oadbl ocKs 
(Sola) . The 1oc~ 1 inhobi t ants were under obligation t o main­
tain these checkposts and roadblocks. They were exempted fran 
labor services and other obligations for other purposes . 

, 

CQotd ••• 
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Revenue-Collection Contract 

l.shadh Badi 1, 1943 (53/110-14) 

Collection of revenues, including Kut rents on rice lands, 
but excluding royal palace and other reserved levies, was 
given on Ijara-Thek contract for two vill<::ges which had been 
assigned as Farmayasi to a coyal princess in the eastern hills. 
i"'.rnount. Rs 2,269 yearly. 

Lokahhar ;~rangemcnt 

Jestha sudi 12, 1943 (53/114-19) 

The village of 5angrCimtar had been assigned as the KhUWa 
of Tej Shumsher Jang Rana Baha::1ur . The local inhabitants 
complained t,hat reVenue-collection COiltractors were making 
progr ess ively higher bids ev=r'i year, and exacting provisions 
for several persons. They prayed that t hey be a llowed to de­
posit the contract wT'oOunt of Rs 100 on Lokabh<..r basis . The 
request WuZ granted. 

Forest Prot.oction in KatlYnandu Vallev 

Jestha SUdi 7, 1943 - {53/l20_27) 

Until -Kartik 1940, military personnel were appointed as 
forest guards in protected forests . In that year.- t l:es e guard~ 
were removed, and the local village functionaries (Dwi::l.re, 
Thari , -Mahane, etc . ) were made responsible for forc~'t prot'ec­
tion. This arrangement was extended in 1943 to forests in the 
Nagarkot area which had previously ,been gruntEd as Birta to 
General Panme. Japg Rana. 

Kagate HUluki Services 

4\shadh SUdi 1, 1943 (53/128-33) 

In one village of .lchh'-l.ffi, l~agatc HUlu.ki posters 'were tr,tO­
sporting mai.l, for \.,rh1ch one rupee and two annas of Senna 
had been remitted. They were also exerrpted from other laCor 
obligations. Subsuqucntl y; a s ystem of irrposing fines \-/as 
introduced, with too result that their agricultural \-/ork wa!;; 
affected. l>broover, thcy were ol."C.crcd to trilll.sport foodgrain!; 
to Silgadhi in Doti. This additional obligation was abolished 
when they protes.ted. 
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Qpecation of Min es 

.. ..sha::1h Sud1 1, 1943 (53/133-42) 

Ma j hkhand Khani Gos\O/ara .idda; "Under the lllTlanat system, 
advance payments (Dadni) a..:"c made to mineworkers (;..gri) for 
the production of Copper and, irO;1. Ha lf o£ the production i s 
ap[,rop riatoJ b y thc gov e rnm f":.nt l and the mine.lOrkers retain 
th e, r e:::;t , but th~y <le..:! \U1dcr obligation to sell it to the 
90verrur.dlt '-It ''!iq l-,t dharn i s of ;i.ron per rupee l and two rupees 
per dh~lrni of copper . The actual market p rice is f our dharnis 
of iron pc:r- ruv e e .. una 2":i r upees per- dharni of copper . 

l1ir, f.)s H,2 :·C operilted under !:....o system:::; : lImanat and ':'hek 
I j u.r a . 

********* 

Guthi Land Endowments in Nahottari 

: •• . Sri !<.2Qilc:shwaraaatha .~.stha.n 

From K1n <) Girban , 

On saturday, J estha Bad! 8 , 1827 (Vikrarna) Samvat, our 
great-gr ,~at-grand_f;3ther ( King Prlthvi Narayan Shah) I 

g i fted londs t o Sri K<lPilcsl".wal:anatha in-the mou j a of Bikrarr.-. 
Pur in Koduri Parganna with the word s '~Sarba-l.nka .Bitalab." 
On Poush Dadi 5 f 1928 , Shiva r "ma Gi r i was given pOssess i on 
of these lands. 

I n the yedC 1834 ( Vikrama), our f ather (sic) reconfirmed 
the g i ft. of these lands . In the year 1863. (Vikrema) we simi_ 
lariy reconfirm thD gift , after mak ii1 9 necc.::sary inquiries, 
in favor of Gaiba Gll.-i . 

In t he year 1 8 67 (VikrGma) I Udaya Singh Basnyat and 
Canapati P adhya ~erc sent to survey and measure these lands 
fOr i ssuing il copper- plate inscrip'don . 

WG 110\;, issue this copper- plate inscription" reconfirming 
th~ lands und revenues which had customarily been appropriated 
i n thilt mouja , with the exception of sair duties on river 
traffic. 

Contd ••• 
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The Mahant of this ~thun shall ree l aDo znd settle these 
lunds, and observe the rules . He shull operate the traditional 
r e ligious and Sadavarta fUhctions, nnd th~ Har- ship of sri 
Kapileshwaranatha, wish vic tory to us , and bless us . 

When the Gadimubarak. , Goddhuwa , and Chtunawan levies are 
imposed, the Mahant shall mukc paymc."1ts personally ut the 
palace . The SUbba and revenue collection officials shall not 
Cause any harassment . 

The Nahant of thr. :.s thnn sh:.!l l not encroa.ch upon Raik<U" 
l.:.\ods . He s h illl not 1:10ko .""\fly v~oL.ltion o r omission in the 
rC!lig iou,s und Sadava rto. function~ . In C.::l. se he doc:s so out o f 
greed or COVetousnl;:s s , h.;- sh~l l b~ puni s ncrl severely . 

I n C i:l.S ~ any p0rson c onfiscntcs lund gifted by himself or 
by oth~rs , he shall b0 !"(:oorn uS <J. worm a nd live in human 
excreme nt for 60 , 000 yCar.3. 

F<ll gun 13<.1.1i 1, 1 069 
(Fcbruury l n1 3) 
Regmi R~Gcurch Collcction~ ~ 
Vol . 9, p . 22 1. 

B. Hatihnni ~'\sthun 

From King SUrcndr<l , 

To Mahant Ruroilraksh a DilS. 

You hilVC subnitt(.."(1 the.: following pet i tion: "20 1 bighilS 
of W<lstc lands in the mouj" of Pl.-itipur ha~ been endowed 
for propitiating sri Laxrninura yuna of the.. M.:ltihuni i.sthun. 
Th~ lands have been measured, and the bound.:lry ma:rkcrs have 
bacn uffix..:-d . lbw~v(::r , a Guthi- Birta grant hCls not yet been 
mud-e . " 

il,ccordingly, wc hereby grant 201 bigha.s of wilste lands 
in the: mouj;:J. of ~ritif.' ur in Kodllri , /"luho!;tari, as Guthi BirW 
Dital ab for propitiilting Sri Laxminar.:lyan.:l .Q£ thu Hatihuni 
~~than , during the forty- seventh year of our life. (Partlcu­
l ar~ of the ooundar!Qs follow) • 

Contd •• _ 



• 

195 • 
• 

"We 0.100 r emi t all taxes und l evies on these l ilnds, includ_ 
ing roy~l levies , bur.:i.ed treilsure, 'and fines collected :from 
persons convicted of Punchakhat crimes. With due css ura,nce, 
recluim and settle these lands , perform religious ceremonies 
a t the '\s thon with t~ produce, and appropriut e' thc residUal 
income .::l ong with your disciples on un inheritable bas is. 
(N umes of s urve y offici<lls £ollow). 

lA::l not cncrOncr. on l ands beyond the above- mentiont::::d 
-bound.:--.r ics . The lands sh".ll flot be confiscut ed unless an 
offcnse is corrmitted . lny person who viol-ates ~hese provisions 
s hcll incur :.;io ;,1!; m(:ntionc...d bC!QV/ '; In case any per son con_ 
f i sCi:\tcs l.-.n.:l gift:.L..d b y h imsc;;l f or b y .others , he shall 'ba 
r 0born 0.s· u worm and liv o in human oxcr c!IIl.:nt for 60, 000 years. 
ThQ r ..::ligious merit 'of prcs~l:Ving ~/he.t has be,en glftoo by 
other:..; i~ tHicc th<lt which ilccrues from making a g i ft ono­
s~lf . In -case <.!ny p c r !;,;on dO~t; not prc5erv<.: what h as b~en 
g lft0 d Ly ot hur s l he: shall obtain no r ;~ligloUs merit from 
whut h0 gifts himse:l f . R<ll'Il.:t.c h..,ndr a g r eets all future kings ' 
and humbly llhlkt:s the following rl.'<j u.::::; t : This is t h e: normal 
religious duty of kings l ..... hieh .you must fulfill . 

J~stha Dud! 12 1 1934 
(MOY 1877) 
Rcgni R<':s -': ':Irch Collc>C t ions, 
Yol. 9 1 pp . 945 _ 48 . 

'It'lt********** 
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Punishment to Liquor_Drinking Khas 

From King Girban" 

To Puran Jaisi and parath Khadka. Bicharis in the regions 
situated east of the rJu.dhko:.;;i river. 

We have received the following r 'eports from you: "Sacred­
thread-vrearing ('ragadhari) members of'the Ktlas commu:1ity in 
those r~ion.s h0.ve acce{Jt.E..>d. a swy, .. :.;i .. .::.mcd Nageshwara Purl. as 
their spiritual preceptor. and take liquor (Janr) as ritual 
offering ma1e during the vlorship -of the Goddess (Devi). ~-lhen 
the Case was heard, many persons confessed that they had done 
so, while several others absconded . SOme persons also demand 
trial by ordeal (Nya). What action should be taken against 
than1 

"What porti'Jn of the ance.::;tral property should be given 
to the following categories of persons:-

(a) Children of a father who is guilty of illicit sexual 
intercour::;e with a woman, bE;:gotten before the father 
had corrunitted the crime , and 

(b) Children mrn of a filther uho is guilty o£ the above­
mentioned crime, begotten from his married ",ife after 
he comnittcc1 that guilt. 11 

The matt~r has been rcp.resenu...'<i to us through Sardar Bag 
Simha Raya. 

We hereby promulgate the follOwing r-=gulations to deal 
with such CilSCS. Tab.: gction as prescribl."<l in these: regulations: -

1. In cas.; uny sacrep-thre, .. d-wcaring member of the' Khas 
community willfully takes liquor, and confesses that 
he has done so, he shall b(; deprivej of his sacra:i 
thread and degraded from his Caste. Hif\ property shall 
be- confiscated. 

:::::ontd ••• 



197. 

2. In Case 2!..Oy such person claims that he has not taken 
liq uor, nnd danands trial by 'Ordeal, or abscondS f 
they shall be apprehended, and a trial by 'Ordeal shall 
be conducted at the apf'ropriate time in the presence 
of the complainant. 

3 . III c,:;,sc ClDy person 001'00.91n9 to <J.ny liquor-drinking 
caste 15 guilty 'Of inciting a Khc. .:> to take "liquor, or 
suppreSSes such information, and L.'cs ether persons' 
involve th(;msc!v0s (in comlT'J(;nsa l a nd ether relations 
with tI le g uilty pc:rsolls), hl:: shull be cnslavE..>d if re 
bc:long,~ to u custo which cun be enslaved. In case any 
1=-(.;r,300 "Ilia L.:..longs to u C.:lstc which does not t.:1k0 
liquor suppr~ss0s in formation regarding the consumption 
of liquo r (!..Iy a nlOTlbcr of the: sacred-thrlilC1d-wearing 
Khas caoulunity) , he shall be severely punished. 

4. T he Bhar..;! in the ancestral p roperty of the following 
pe r sons sh<.111 not be confisc<1.t-:;d:-

Sons b .::gotten by Parents b.::!fore taking liquor. 

Brotll..<:! rs living in an undivided familY who have 
not been invo1v0d in liquor-drinking. 

Kartik Badi 5 , 1879 
(NOvember 18 12) 
Rc-gmi Research Collections, 
VOl. '43, PP. 368 _ 70 . 

********** 
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From Commanding Colonel Krishna Dhwaj Kunwar Rana, 

'ro the landowners, village hea:imeo, aod all other inhabitants 
of Dullu and Dai1ekh. 

From 190 4 to 1910 Vi krama, no £orced~labor ooligat1ons 
(Jhuri.l, D(!th, Oegar) had been imposed on the people. inasmuch 
us' such obligations h;:rj caused considerable hardships to the 
pr.ople in tre P.3.st . It had tr.en been decL"od that such obli­
gations should be imposed only when actuallY needed by the 
government . 

P!'"eparation~ are now l::eing made for wur in the north. 
Since the ~roops are putting their lives at stake, the ryots 
must supply provisions (Rasad) from the h3rvest of the year 
~.911 Vikrn.roa. 

Toe lIIukhiya shall r.luke arrangement!> £Ol' tt.e collection 
of the Ra.s <:ti le'l,,")' at the follo,tlinq rutes from the lacill people, 
and persono.lly deliver the collections, as well as his own 
dues, at Chhina::::im in Jwnla before the month of Chaitra. He 
shall obtain payme:nt for Ulesc supplies a t the current rate 
of tp.l1 pathis a rupee. Reserves are being ffiointained at 
Chhinasim because Mugu is snOItl-bound during this seasone 
After the troops leave Gnlfc and proceed toward the north, 
supplies sha ll be delivered at Mugu, not ut Chhinasi,m. MY 
perzon \·,ho defuults in th<..; fulfillme:nt of this obligation 
shall be s everely punishcde 

X .. wstract translation from: Yogi Naraharinath (cd .), 
Prakaahma SUndhipatrasangraha. D3Og: the editor, 
p. 387.. -

Contd -
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~es 'of Rasad Levy 

Particulars 

I-buseholds holdJng more than 
43 muris of Khet or Pakho land 

2. ' do. 1-42 muris : 

3 . 

4 . 

s . 

H<Jle • •• 
Pate • •• 

Kod<Jle • •• 

Itmsehol ds who have no lands, 
and who nl<lin to.1n their livel i­
hoou by trwc 

Ot'mer- cul t.1v8.ting households 

Birta - ovming households 

Pvush Sudi 15, 1911 
(January 1855). 

, 

***.****** 

••• 

••• 

" . 
... 

Rate of levy 

2~ manas per mur1 of 
, land. 

13 path1s each 

10 pathis each 

7 pathis each 

8 pathis each 

3 rnailas per muri of 
Khet land. 

, 4 mo3l"las per muri of 
Khet land. 

4 manas pe r rupee of 
income f ran P akho 
lands. 
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Preparations £Or War with Tibet, 1929x 

From Commander_in_Chief Shim Shamsher Jang B3hadur F-anu" 

To J'ang Dahadur Shah, Raj a of Dullu. 

Inasmuch as Tibet has viol,ltzj the provisions of the 
exist ing treaty as w011 as tr~itional c ustoms . it has become 
necessat"'.l for the government of Nep;:!. l to declare war with tho:.:= 
government of thClt country_ .hccording ly, arrongement:z must 
be made for the trunsport of supplie s and for the r eCruitment 
of troops. 

In accordunce with your st1puliltions , you are hereby 
ordered to keep the following recruits and porters reildy, 
and report the a rr2.D9emcnts you h;1V~ nlCl.dc through the Wilr 
Office (Jungi B~dobu.st Off;i..ce) wi thin bw-cnty d::lYs . 

1. M:'lintain fifteen soldiers .:nd tvlenty porters with 
supplies procurecl 'by th02: government , \ .. t . ich shall be 
paid for by you. 

2. ;"lrrange for 2 ,5 8 1 rocruits and 2,340 porters in 
accordance with the terms stipulated by you for 
your Rajya. 

Kartik 11, 1966 
(October 27 , 1929) 

...... ****** ... ** 

X,,1bstract transliltion from: Ibid, pp. 395-96. 

(S.B. H"harjan). 
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!1iscellaneoulS Documents on the Bherl-Mahakali Regionl 

(Abstract translations) 

*...-******* . 

-1. Revenue 
2 . 

from Bnii1ang 

From Sdrdar Shatrubhanjan Halla 
Jalo Padhya, arid Tula Adhikari. 

to Bhupati Padhya, Sire Padhya, 
, 

VIe have received a sum of Rs 5,000 from you, being th.e 
revenues collectw in 8ajhang . We have scrutinized the accounts, 
and grwted you clearance. 

Sunday, F~ l Gun Dudi 2, 1847 
(February 1791) 

2. Relllim:: ~'?n of Kusahi-Dlsahi Levy3 

From Captain Kalu Pande to J'laha::lev Padhya, Chakhu Padhya, and 
Lalm~i Pudhya Pokhryal. 

King Jitari Malla of Malebam had granted Birta lands to 
YOur anc(!stors. A royal eroer had been issued reconfirming 
the grc"' lt , and remitting the Kusahi-Bisahi levy in your filvor. 
~'le hereby reconfirm the grant according to that royal order. 
No person shall muke any claim on these land~. 

Mondny, Jcs thu Sudi 1, 1848 
(Hay 1 791) 
Cump: Mangalscn. 

1. Yogi Naraha.cinath, 
Kathmandu: 2013 (1 

·2. Ibid, p. 1. 

3. Lec. cit. 

, 
(Light on History). 
2. 

Cqntd ••• 
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3. Collection of Taxes and Levi~s4 

From Sardar lIma::- Simha Thapa to Mani Kanthu Padhya. 

lie h(:!reby assign (revenue from) the Pichhahi tax (levied 
in a newly-conquered area) on each homestead of Jairtrlra 'l'hap.:.. 
Md hadeo Padhya has obtained a royal order assigning him part 
of the proceeds 0:1: the Mudahi levy (on sl;J.ve-owners), a.nd also 
granting him eXerrption fron the Kusahi-Sisahi levy. Sanarai 
hud col:ected sixty rupees (ram that levy, wbich has now buen 
refunded. The amount will be defittcd when the accounts are 
scrutinized. Transmit the balunce to us. 

Friday, SUisa.kh Bad! 9, 1850 
(April 1793) 
Sristh<Ul. 

1 . Kush Birta Gr.'ll1tS 

From King (Runa Bl1hadur Shah) to Subedar Ealabhadr a Up<l<lhya. 

ThE! Raja' of ,;\chh2t\1 hud granted twenty muris of lands, as 
well as the homesitc s attached to these lands, as Kush Birta 
to .s:lankal: Pa.:ihyn Neopcmya of Jumla through a copper-plate 
inscription. We hereby rcconfinn the grant, and remit the 
Kusuhi-Bisahi levy, as provided for therein. We have received 
r~ports that you hCive confisCated. that copper-pl,ate inscrip­
tion. Return it, .;md let' (Shankar Padhya Neopanya) take pos­
session of the lands. 

TU0sday, Shruwl1n Dadi 8, 1850 
(July 1793) 

5 . Guthi Land Endowment 6 

From King (Rana 8ahadur Sh.:),h) to Br1haspatinath Jog1. 

From the time of the form.;:r Kings of that area, the servic~:; 
of the: inhabitunts of Dhamigaun had been impressed for kec..opin(1 
thE: temple of Pcd.ukasthan clean, lands and revenues in that 
village had been endowed as Guthi to that terrple, and ¥DU had 

4. Ibid, p .. 2. 

5. Ibid, p. 2. 

6. Ibid, pp. 2-3. 

Contd .... 
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·-been appointed priest. \'le hereby reconfiim these endowments 
und assignlTlt!nts , as well .as your appointment as priest. Per­
form the traditional religious f\lllctions, both · regular and 
c eremonial , \·litrou.t any interruption, and, with d ue assurance, 
\·,o!sh us \'lell and bless us. l..ppropriate the sUrplUs incane. 

The local I-wnali, and v i s .iting civil and military personnel 
of a ll run.ks, shall no t exact forced lal:x:lr from, plunder, or 
o therwise oppress the in habitants of the village assigned to 
the Jogi . 

~onqoy, Bhadra sudi 15, lL52 
(Sep'tember 1795) . 
Y..untipur, th..: cupital . 

6 . Bitulnb Dicta Grant~6 

From King Rana Euhadur Shah to thG Brahmans within t~c PanCha_ 
kos i areus as mtot i oncd below:-

J<l.gannath IICharya, Mahadeo Padhya, Ranu Khanu (1), Bhaudas 
PallhYa Ri j al , and Pashupati Padhya of Dallu. 

Churu Pac1hya of Dangargaun . 

l'I anupadh~{a N£.1>a1 and SUPar i Padhya Nepal of Dahthan, Hur_ 
mYagaun . 

ChClndu Padhya Ni pal, Siru Padhya Pokhryal, Indrarnani 
Padhya POkhry al, ,sadhu Padhya Lamsal, Budha Dahcl, Gangu 
Padhya, und Parmil Padhya Rimill of Simgaun. . 

Jayabhadra ~adhya 3hattarai , Go l u Padhya Y~lrala, and 
Man! Kantha Padhya Bhurtyal of Patharnyaula, Bayalkot • 

. 
Shivadas Ja!s! Bastakot i - and Bali Pudhya sapkota Kharel 

of ,1 ,ti.:::ibundo . 

6 . Ibid , pp . 3-4. 

Contd ••• 
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King Jitari Malla of Malebam had grante::i Bitalab Birt~ 
lands to your ancestors through stone and copper-plate inscrip­
tions with Sri Shirasthan, Sri Nabhisthan, sri Padukasthan, 
.;'Ind sri Jwalabhairav as witneoses. We hereby reconfirm these" 
grants, which have not been confiscated by former kings, witn­
in the existing ooundaries, as actually possessed . by you so f.,r. 

Show allegiance to the iiTlali of that area in the same 
traditional manner as to the former kings. rlith due assurance, 
use these lands as your Bitalab Birta. Wish us well, and 
bless us. 

Friday, Adhika Bhadra Badi 13, 1852 
(;~ugust 1795) 
Kantipu:c, the capital:. 

7. Taxation in Jumla7 

From King 'lRana Bahadur Shah) to the Subba and the Subedar of 
Jumla. 

The priests (pujahariJ, traders and Gosains of that area 
have submitted petitions complaining that traditional cUstoms 
and usages are not beihg followed. 

We had issued a royal order fixing the rates of taxes to 
be collected from traders. Collect taxes only at these rates. 

So far as the Guthi lands of the terrple of Sri Chanoo.WlHnat~ 
are concerned, we flereby reconfirm these endowments as scrub!'" ; 
nized and COnfirmed by the Bharadarswho had been posted there 
previously. 

TUe$daYI Falgun Badi 1, 1852 
(Februa~ 1796) 

7. !bid, p. 4. 

-"" •• *.,..,.."",.. 

(To Be COntinued) 



205 •. 

Notes on the Changunara yan Inscript10nx 

By 
Dhanavaj ra Ba jracharya ......... 

The i nscr i ption is contain9:1 in a stone pillar on the right 
sid ~ o f the famous t emp l e of Chanqunarayan , installed ' on the 
s t one i mage of a t o rtoise. The inscription does not appear to 
be compl e te. It is pos sible that a broken column in front of 
t h,c tEfllple once fOLToed a part of the pillar. This column too 
cont i\in s some Hard s . 

Thi:;:; is the first inscr iption of Nepal. It contailis evi­
denc e r l.: l a t lllCJ to d ates, names o f kings " etc . It sheds light 
on th r.! co nt:d llpor iu:y po l it i cal h istory, cUstoms and usages 
relitjiou~ beli~' ::;, proljr\! s s of euucation" etc. It is ther~ 
foc"_ of spl~ciil.l I mport.mc e in und erstanding the history 
of t he Licchavi period . . 

• 

The i n::::criptio n bears t he date Samvat 386 ~ Pandit Bhagwan 
Lal, who f i rst publi s hed this inscription" is of the vie1 
t hat thi s is t he vikrcma Samvat. Fleet, h~ever" considers 
t hi~ to bi:: the Gupta Slmvat. There i s a gap of 376 years be­
t we.::n the Vikruma ~d Gupt il eras. Thus, .~ the opinion of 
Fl eet " Han.:Aeva· s year ' 3u6 means 762 Vikrarna (386+376 762). 
l.ccording. to Sylvain Levi, the era used in this inscription i s 
the Llcch.:tvi Samvat, which started 167 years after the Vikram.::. 
era . Daburam ;~chCirya r ogaros the Samvat as ShClka, which com­
men c ed in l3S vikruma. Thus different hi sto rians ha ve put for- ! 
ward differen t views al:out tne era used in Licchavi inscription:; , '. 
'. . I 

'rhi s SMTVat apPElurs t o ' have been used not only in thl.! ChanC)l l­
narayan inscription, but a lso in the inscription of 526 Samvat ., 
in s t alled by Shivad eva-/lmshuv arm a at Lele. However, a different 
Samv <1t app(!ars to h ilve been used after i\ms huvarm C'l 'S Bungmati 
inscription, vlhich is date::i 29 s.;unvat. hnshuvarma has thUs ' had 
connections with both eras. 

, 
Xohun3.vajia Bajracharya, "Changun 2.r ayanasthanako ManadevaKo 
4lbhilekh a .... (Manadeva' s inscr 1ption at the terrple of Changu­
nar~yan)" in Licchavi Kalka 4~hilckha~ (Inscripti90s ' of the 
Licc havi period). Ka tmandu: Institute of Nepa l and Asi<m 
Studies , 2030 (1973). 
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-
The account of Hsum.'l-chu<1Ilg, tht:; famous Chinese traveller, 

indicates that ~rnshuvanna had died sometime before his arrival 
in Nepal. Hsuan-chuang had begun his travel of India in 68 6 
Vikrnma , ~~d returned to China in 702 vikrarna. This broadly 
determines the time when lIrnshuvarma lived • 

• "ImshuVartna lived between the two Si'1mvats used during the 
Licchavi period. It 1 ::> t.herefore n(..>cessury to .estu blish the 
connect ion between the two. 

If the Samvat used in the: Changunnr'i:!Y<'IIl inscription is to 
00 reg~lrdcd as the Vikrnm<l, as Bhagwan Lal hilS dono ... the Shiv<l­
deva-."'.mshuvarma inzc ription at Lele will be d :::.ted 526 VikrNlla. 
Thi::> -mews thFlt ilf.1s 1ruvu rmCl liv~d 160 years b efore Hsuan-chunng' ~ 
vis it. Thus this view doe::; not correspond to l-lsuan-c huangl s 
ilCCOunt ... which says that .:.mshuvanna had reCently bccomo.:.! the 
King of Nepal. 'rhe script usoo in the Ch ;::..ngu inscription too 
does not support Bhagwun La!' s view. If the Samvat is regGrded 
as the Vikr::fTla, this \-lOuld meun that Mun<J:i{..''\,rn was a contcnporar:.: 
of Samudra Gupta , Elnperor of India. But the script used in th", 
Ch,,ngun ~lrayan inscription originated later than the one used ir: 
the inscription installe::l. by Silmud.ra Gupt a on a pillar in Pr<::.y a.~~ • 

. If, as Fleet assert~, the Sumvat used in the Changunaray.:u'1 
inscription is to -b~ r egarded as the Gupta Samvat, the anom~lY 
\·.o u1..1 be still grec:.ter. ~·.ccording to Fleet's view, the Lelc 
insc ription would be dat~ 902 Vikramil (526+376=902). If thi~ 
vi~w is accepted, onr,.: would h ave to say that the Chinese tr0.v :.. J ,. 
ler who had let out for travel to India in 686 Vikr3flkl ha.::l mel- ~!. 
mnde a prophesy about .i\mshuvarmcl:. 

Levi I s view also is not correct. l.ccording to him, th.;:! 
Lele inscription is dated 693 Vikrama (S26+767=693). llCcordin oJ 
t o other inscriptions. l.mshuvilrma was still alive fifteen yeal'; . 
after G93 Vikrama. If h~ \,1ilS alive, on whut basi_s did· HsU.:>Il-
chlLO!n~ describe him ' as' a former king7 . 

(?h·~ references mad.) in SumatitilOtra havo not been questior . ... , 
by Cllly one. Hence it is appropI'iate to determine these d;: .. , t~s 
on the basis of these references. Accordingly" the first. s :~--;-,': ,, '" 
was one, and the s.;::cond waS th~ !!jwoo E.va Silmvat, \,,' 1.;' . 
w<::\s in 49B· (633 Vikrama). The Changunnrnyan inscr i, -
tion iD thus dated 52~ Vikruma (386+135=521). 
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Vuishnav.ism ..... ,".:::: onc "of ' the cults followed ·in Nepal dur ing 
the Licc havi p orioo. This c ult had .C;:9me into being long before 
Hunoocv<t. The deity of changunarayaria occupi·c.-d a special place 
:\f:'lCIng th~~ Vaishnava!:. irnshuya!Tl!a's. inscription at Handigaun 
rr,(;ntions PLlshupat i :Jnd I:k>lashikharaswilJ1li (Changunarayan) as the 
two mo::::t }:orolnin,J"lt d'-.! itie';:; I who received the major portion of 
fll{ds a llocated for· temples in Nepal. This indicates that 
Ch2l1gunar<:l.Ycr.<.! occupi.:xi a prominent place. among the doities 
~lorshipp.:..<l by th0 Vilishnavas 0 '£ Nepal. 

The pillar-inscription of Changuna rayana begins with an 
Clllogy of th," ~l~itY.This has 9 :eatcd the 1mpr~ss ,lon aITOng some 
historiun::; t h21L ,th.;i iJ,,~ge of Changunarayana had been installed 
b y M:n.:ld eva. Bu t Cl ccmparativc study of thc inscription <lncI the 
~thcr inzeription::; inst.::llcd by "l.:m~cva would show that this 
J.s Ilot tru"" . j · I:~!l,J.d\..lva h<il i11st a lled the image of ,Vikranta Vishnu 
at Pu ,,>hl'.{J2:ti uc r os::> the Tilaganga river, as . well as at L<lzimpat. 
In th ..:::;<.! in$Cl.· iJ:.l t ions, I·J'lll ~(lva has clenrly sta ted that he had 
orJ.er~d tb.::: in ::;t .:J. llat ion of the imilge to c arn religioUs merit 
fo r his l'ilothor . Hnnadl.";:va h<d installed a shivallnga at: Thantun_ 
ridrunga, s itu,.tcd on the f oo t of Vishnupaduka ne.::.r Budhanila_ 
k::>.nth<::!. . "Then.) too he has left an · insc;ription, Clearly stating 
thut th:;, Shiv-'l lin g 2l. waS installed by .him. If he had actually 
in::rt:;:,ll..::d th ... ·i mage of Churigunurayana, he. would hav.c made il. 

zt tltol,cnt accordingly. · But he hils not done so at the Changu­
nara Yiln:-. t CJ'l"I: lc. I nstcud, the Changunar 2yv.na inscription 1nd l­
c",t~::; thQt th(; im"go:; of Changuocrayana had been installed long 
bcf oC0 t he r",i(jn of Manadeva,.~. Jo1an<ilcva. had: sinply installed 
the image of Ga.Clrladhwtl.ja ( Cl pillar witt). thq Garooa on the top) 
aft er ritu al: wor$hip and gifts following his victory over £000.::\1 
overl o r ds . i .t tbilt time, it was a custom to install the imagc 
o f Gilruda t o corrrncmorat e any victory over enemies. 

The image of changun .. rayana'ls seated on· a Garuda~ InscriJj_ 
tions of the [,1,111;:\ pcrio::I describe Changun,.raY<llla as "Guru:1a_ 
n~rayc:nu. .1l But the in sc ription d00S not conta!-n any refcrooc~ 
to· Vi::;hnu se,ltoo on a Ganrla. It onl y ·describes Vishnu as il 

god with an dcgunt tody, and prlgag(:d in supervising the affair:: 
of all . t he three \ ... orlds. 

X:I~t±1£h~a~sL1S~am~s~hoOQd9Bh~an~aL!p~r~om~onona"-__ ~p=r.,am~e~y,"a, pp. 73-74. 
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In this context, it is necessary to discuss the term 
-DJladr i" occurring in the inscr iption. "DJla" means "a swing." 
In th~ Newari languilge, this place is called ''Changu,.'' The 
Uopala Vamshavali . und the insc ription a.t Changunarayana also 
descrlb,J this place as "Changu," which literally means a hill 
r esembling a s.,.,1ng. This indicates that the terms "DtTladri" 
and "Chanqu" are synonymous. Similarly, "¥upagrawa" appears 
to hdVe oom Called "Yala'~, and N·av·.;.i.griha "Gwalan." . This gives 
us an idea of the rule followed in former times to name places. 

The noted shrines in. Kathrnandu Valley were usually located 
at places whic h \-ler :;: known as forest fortresses (Vanadurga). 
The> shrines of Suayambhunath, Pashupatinath, idinath (Cl"'oQhar> 
and Bajrayogini (Gwnbihar) were forest fortre sses . With the 
exc~tion of Pashupatinath, these temple s ~re all located on 
hill s . The temple of Changunarayana is similarly . located on a 
h ill. It is worth finding out why t~ples were: establishc-d on 
hilltops. The rr<ain cons1der<ltion behind the establishm,~.nt of 
such temples was security. SUbstantial funds were offerEd t o 
wcll-10lOWO temples by both kings and convroners. It was necessu.r 's 
to prevent the looting of templ e w~alth. This 'is why temples 
were constructed on hill. EVen in temples locat c..>d within' urt..an 
settlements, weapons 'flare stored for their safety. For exa.r.p lo:!, 
one may cite the tanple of Sweta f.1atsycndra located in Kathm3!I:1 ·~· 
WetPons such as bows arid a.crows are still st.<rcd in thu main 
room of too middle: storey of the terrplE:!. , 

The inscription of Changun 'a rayana contains an account of 
kin<] ~ from Vrishadcva to Mana:i<..."v'a. It thus sheds som(.: light 
on the political history of t~ Licchavi period. 

Special r~fer:)nce 15 ma:ie to vrishadeva in the Changu.. 
narayana inscription, as well .as in the inscrip~ion insta ll ed 
by JayadCV<l 11 at P ashupati. The Pashupati inscription of 
Joywcva mentions Vr1shadeva after JaY': .. ::i(.'Va 1, witrout any 
reference to the twelve kings who reigru: .. d during the intc rv::l. 
It describes him "Riljottama" (an excellent king). JaYad..::va I: 
ordered the. mention of only those kings who had enhanced th~ 
glory of the Licchavi dynasty. It is not just a coincidence 
that 11c.""ltlaiova. "gave: an acoount of· Liccl1avi kings bcqinninq 
from Vrlshadeva, and J<ly~eva also hud given importance to 
Vrishadcva. Thora was Cl sp..:!Cial reason for doing so. It appe ... n :· 
that Vrishaaeva's rul e was pol1tically important. HOwever, 
there is not much evidE::J:lce to shed light on his rule. 
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· \~en Samudragupata established a strong empire in India~ 

t h1.5 nad an impact on tlepal also. hlth:Jugh Nepal was not then 

a p art of t h e Cupta empire, and was only a border state (Prat_ 

y:mta) , the Lic chavis were required to. pay tributes to SumUdra­

g\lP t a in the interes ts of tl1eir own security .. This is irxiicated 

by t h e p illar-inscription installed by samudragupta at Prayag. 

The i n s c rip t ion, \ihich is in the &anskrit language, describes 

the ::;tates adjoining the .Gupta empire as follows: 

"The kings o"f such border states as Samata~a, qawaka, 

Kamarupa, Nepal, and Kartripuf, pay tributes of "all kinds to, 

', and o bey the c ommands of Samudragupta, thus accepting his 

s tric t lil\1s. to 

The rul e:r::; o f Nep u1 regarded this situation as "a "crisis", 

anc1 t herofo cc I,o/antcd to extricate theinselves from it • .i\s they 

\«!re looking out for a s uital..lle opportunity tq do so, sa.mtrlra­

gUp ta died, und this l e d to DOme trouble in India. Nepal then 

bec ama f ree f r om t he me .;;.gcr Gl;I.p t a influC!nce, and maintained 

it s ind ependenc~ . This is ,upparent from the ,fact that ' none of 

the GUpt03 king~ \1ho succeeded s:unudra gup ta c laimed to have ' 

mad e N"-'P a l a Vass al Statc. The crlXlit for having freed Nepal 

from the t empor a ry influe nc e of the Gupta empire goes to Vrisha •. 

d eva. This i s wily both Mana.:ieva and Jayaieva II have ·described 

him as " lUl i q ue" (}\l1upama) and excellent (Rajott<lll1a). 

" The i n s c rip tion ''It Pnshupati describes Vrishadeva as 

_Sugatashasanapaksh <lpati," thus indicating that he had deep 

·t ."ith in Budlhism . The pillar inscription also descrioos him 

a s a king who had littl e interest in fighting. The GOPala . 

Vam.s h <lvc:tli lII~ntions that several Chaityas, including tre ChaitYil 

.o f Swl.lyarnb hu, ,./e re built d uring the rule of vr1s hadeva. It 

S<.iYs , 1I)<i n9 Vi shwil (Vrisha> deva installed the, ChaltY<l of 

Sinaguviha r a (S'Wuyrunbhu)." The ·Gopala vumshavali ca1.1s' Vishwu­

d eVil a s Vishwadcva. The names of other kings also have been, 

Similarly distorted in the Gopula Vams havali. The ChaitYa of 

Chubahil hoo al so b2~ c onstructed at the time of Vrisha:ieova. 

The Changunarayana inscription states thAt Vrishadava hac1 

several sons, ~/hO had underQ:lne proper training and were brave. 

It adds that vrish<ldcvu was succeed ad by Shankaradeva, one of 

his sons. However, it does not indicate clearly whether Shankil_ 

ridev a a s cended the throne by virtue ,of his being the eldest 

son of Vrishadeva, or of ' his own genius. Nor does the ' inscrip_ 

tion of Jayoo.eva, loca~'"">d. Clt Pashupati, shoo" any light in . this 

regard. It simply states that Vrisha::ieva was succet.'C1cd. by 

S:hankaradcva. · 

*****-***** (j'o Be ContinUed) 
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x 
,&:>""me","~C~o~n",,<~u~s~i~o~n~s~ 

By 

Daburillrl lICharya 

*iI**** 

It is necessary to study the circumst3flces ' in which Pritl;vi 
N:lrayan Shah created the state of Nep<ll. similarities can be 
found between the character of Prithvi -Nurayan Sh<;lh and Shiv .... Jl. 
Eoth spent theil: childhoo:1 and acquired e ducation in similar 
circumstances. Shivaji was educated by his mother, Jijabai, 
and also from Dadaji Konu:iev. Prithvi Na rayan Shah could get 1. '-' 

:education from his father, Nara Bhupal Shah, since he was 0:' 
unsoun:l mind. The t ~l.'3k of educating Prithvi Nurayan Shah fell 
upon his eldest step':"mother, Chandraprabh:!,. She inferred the 
sp irit of v<11our, patience and other virtues in Prithvi Naray~· 
Shah by telling stories from the RaOl<lyana, the Nah<1bharata, .:.:! .J 

otJ)er uncient texts. It seems tha t Bhanu .t1ryal later became 
his tutor. Prithvi N.::l.raY<ln Shah used to se'ek his advice in 
important matters. Pritbvi t~arayan Sh.:lh learnt the value of 
efficiency'. This was necessary to execute plans successfully. 

King Bhaskar "~ulla of Kathmandu woo died seven years befv! ,. 
the birth of Prithvi Nurayun Shah, was very weak. He had invit._ 
some l1us lims from ilcroSS the borders for his security, bcc21.'l! ':. · 
he \"1il.G helpless before his courtiers and even his queens. nu t. 
his minister, Jhagal Thukul, oust~d Bhaskar Mallu and thcs (! 
for~ ign Nuslims, and merged Dolakha into Kathmundu by inv1ti: , 
its childless .King of Dolaha , Mahindra Simh<l, to occupy til t: 
thron~ of Katmandu .. The Kirlg of Bb.:.J<tapur decided to cont.n;.l 
t _hc route to Kuci by occuf>yin\.,J Sindhu-palchok. Haking this ;):, . 
prctc)...t, Jhagal Thakul r~tained Sindhupalchok under Kathllcll,. :·. 
and. thus foiled that att.; rrpt. In such a situ;)tion, King Dhul) ','. 
~indru 11il. ll.:;,. of Dhaktapur abandoned the idea of occupying !::::~ , 
pulChok. Two years after King HahiOllra Simha' s accession t v i. 

tt,rone oC Katl"lrllandu, th(.) thron0 of , La litpL'.l.· fell vacant. :'r . .;. 
ministers of L<:.litpur tru::.reforc begun to accept r"'ahind.::-a Si; : 
:"lS tLe ir King. l1ahinch- Cl Simhu died after ruling Kathm<".n du : , . 
seven years, and Lalitpur for five yea rs. Jagaj"jaya Hall .:. \.. L •. 

b~<:mIC I<;ing of Kathmc.ndu through the e ffo::-ts of Jhag3.l '.i'I:: .... : . 
'1'11c territory of Kathrnundu then extended to the Dudhko~hi, ; .. 
C<1USC Dolakha hu:l also been merged into it. The balance vt· 
power among the Hall<1. kings collaPsed, inasmuch as Katbr.l~·: .. i ., 
bocarne more powerful tl1an the other f1e.lla states. Dhukt'~i) ~.: 
t.ecarre apprehensive of an attack by Kuthmandu .. 
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• '\fter the death of Jagajjaya Malla, his son, ·Jaya Prakash 
Ma11 a , became King of Katl"mandu. In the meantif!\e, Kashiram 
Thap .:;. \la s a:iminiDtering Nuwakot on be~lf of Katbmandu. When 
u brother of J<:tY<:t Prilkash Malla, Narendra Prakeah Malla, 
cl t. imcd the st ate of Y. <:t thmC)lldu, Kashiram Thapa sided with 
Har~d.r.:t Prukush l-I,Jl1a . Juya Prukash Malla then took . refuge 
with the King of Bh<lktapur, and . Kashir8lTl Thapa went to his 
home in P a lanchok. There was a fort at · Naldurn to the nor.th of 
Nagarko t for tM c:d minis t ration of SindhlPalchok. J"\n off icer 
o f Kut hn;;ndu \ ·Jil$ pos ted there . The brother of Kashiram Thapa, 
Pa r a.:> h Ur i:Jfl l't ' ."JP<l., WilS t.he tJrnrao of Bhak.t<f)ur. Sindhupalehok 
\"II"lS p redomi nantly inhabited by .Khasas .. Parashuraro Thapu ClCiv1sed 
Kinq Rane j it 1"'<111<1 o f Bhaktapur to ocCUPY. Sindhupalchok with 
the suppor t: o f the Y.hasas . King Ranajit K3lla approved the 
p lan. Par <:tshurum 1tlilpa occupi.:d Sindhupalch:;)k and the Haldum 
fort \"1i t h the help of Khas trqops and forced the Newar troops 
t o retreat. The territories of Bhaktapur inereilse:i. considerably 
whe n Sindhupillehok , ilS well as Do.l akha, came under its control . 
Prithv! N ur<lY.::.tl Sh.:-:.h · was crown Prince at that time in Gorkha . 

Keeping in view th~ w~akness of Katl"rnandu, ·Prithvi Nacayan 
Shah ·bcg...n t o formulate plans to wrest. Nuwa)c:ot .. which adjOined 
Go r k ha , :L:ror.\ Ka thmanCiu .. He concluded. a treaty with Lamjung .. 
which permitted him to occupy the! eastern ter ritories o f 
Katnn 3.l1du . Ha visited Kilthnandu.in disguise by travelling throu~h 
Chand r ag iri . He als O arranged to make his father a ritual 
b r o t he r o f. Kin g Ran a jit Malla of Bhaktapur . Prithvi Narayan 
Sh ilh d id not let this opportunity go waste . He annexed ~wan­
pur, K.:l thnandu , Bhaktapur .. and Lalitpur .. und thus laid the 
foundatio n ot a st r ong and unified Nepal. 

The ~pc:c L.l1 p osition t hu.t Prithvi Nurayan Shah occupied, 
comp ar ... -d. wit h ot~r kings .. was the chief reason behind the 
Succes s o f Go rk h2: in un1fying N~al . The kings of Lamjung, 
'l'.;ma h u , anc1 othe r ChilUbisi states, Md the Ma11a kings ( were 
une.:} uc o:- te:l . Lack. o r political edlJC;ation among royal princes 
~a3 one: of t h-= pr:tnc iPa l · Causes of the weakness of tqeir · statcJ:,J . 
RoY.:ll princ,,"s were g iven oroinary oeducat.1on in GJrk.ha. Ch<:Indra_ 
p rab ha h<):i provided. 01."a1 political eiucation. to Prithvi Narayan 
Shah .. It se.;ms that .Pr 1thvi Narayan Sho.h did not have Proper 
eduCation . He used to recite the Chandi with great devotion. 
Gorkhilli scholars used to tell stor.i,cs. from thC:l ~.arnayana, th~ 
Milh:.lbharata and o ther I.. .. pics .. Prlthvl 14or".:lYW· Shah succeeded 
in gr .:ls p ing such o r a l education. bec.uust! he was very talented . 
But his brothers failed to do so. 
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Prithvi Narayan Shah knew how to u se the education acquired 
by him at the right time. It . was his policy not to oppress 
hi.s subjects, and :to work according to the need of the time. 
He was not bigoted in religious matters . 

When Prithvi Narayan Shah sat on the throne placed at the 
square in front of Jaya Prakash Halla' s pa+.ace after occupying 
Kathmandu in the night, Jaya Prakaz h 'Malla fled to Lalitpur 
along with his troops. AS soon asPrit hvi Norayan Shah received 
this report, he sent one of his brothers as his r epresentative 
and led the procession of }(urnari to Hanumandhoka. prithvi 
Narayan Shah followed the tl' ad.ition of the Malla kings by put­
ting his foreheai on the feet of Kumari, and reCeived Tika 
from her. He did not insult the Kwnari as the daughter of a 
Banra. Instead, he continued the tradition of worshipping the 
Kurn.ari. He would not have enjoyed the support of the local 
people had he violated the trudition, and the Malla cUlt1.ll;'e 
would also not have survived. 

It is not necessary that t~ son of an 'educated father 
should also be educated. I-bwcver, the eld.;,st son of Prithvi 
Narayan Shah, crown Prince Pratap Simha Shah, was well versed 
in' th~ Sanskrit language, and he was also interested in poetry. 
But he lacked political acumen. He died after only three years' 
reign, bocause l".e had weakened himself physically and mantallY 
by following the Tantric cult. Thanks to the military power 
org.:mized by Prithvi Narayao Shah, - Chitatm was conquered from 
Tanahu during Pratap .S1mha Shah's reign. 

Prithvi Narayan Shah filcoo great difficulties in educatiw) 
his sons, because of t he lack of t eache.l's. Queen NarendrZl-
l"axmi was unable to teach Pratap Sirnha Shah in the same munnc( 
as Chanuraprabha had taught Prithvi Narayon Shah. Prata,p Simhil 
ShClh f,::,;ilOO to acqUire practiCal edUCation either becaus:e 
Nni'enclral&Xmi lacked the time or ha himself lacked. interest. 
Prithvi Narayan Shah was too preoccupied with war and _politic:, 
to give 'practical edUCation to his sons . He cnployed scholars 
for that purposc, who taught Pratap Simha Shah only literatur",. 
This may be the reason why Prithvi Nar ayan Shah did not l et 
Bahadur Shah be taught by these scholars. 

In hi~ Divy<\ Upadosh, Pr1thvi .. Narayan Shah directed thut 
Khasa and Bcal"rnilns from the east ;md the west should not be 
allowed to enter the roynl palaca. Ha may have done so b~au;....,; 
he saw that the CrOlftn Prince, Pratap S1mha Shah, heta devulop.:"t 
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:l weak ch~ract er from his 1::odyguard, Sardar Swarup Si.mha Karkil 
un O<ls t c rner l 2nd h i s precept o r, Pandit Br a janath, who came 
frOm the west . 

Prlt hvi Narayan Sha h has a lso · deprecated the l o w intelli_ 
genc e of thG i :.h"bi t ant D of Kathmandu , and the consp irato ri u l 
atmo.:::;p h0 r ", of t he p l ace . He had planned to c o n s truct his palace 
nt Dt!hacmk ~ f . .Jt he s eans to .htlve realized t h i s o nly after 
Const r uc ting a p a l Clc e in Katnn .::.ndu. DahachOkls c limate woUld 
hav e :,ui t oo t he hill pc.-ople better. PL·ithvi Narflyail Shilh a l so 
t hought that i f th e! roy~l pal ace "/as constructed in Katmand u, 
n lcr.b~rs of t he no bility would build their houses around it , 
t hereby r e<lucin 'J the cultiva ted a rea and causing · a decline 
in foodg~· "l. in pl"..)duct ion . But n o one want s· to c limb the hills 
after o nc e r.o:s i .J irl\l in the plain s . 

Pr et np Simhe.. Shah and h i s succesSors retained their c apita l 
in KcitlTn~ndu, una the to\'nl g radua lly expunded. Th e Go rkha1 i s 
then slo wly i ll10ibed the b ud qual ities of the Ma lla kings , as 
wel l as of the k ings of t he e a s t and the west • . These included 
inte rn a l cQnfli~ts in th::! roYil l f amily. To r esolve such con_ 
flicts , Chandr:ap r a bha had grunted Jag!r and allo",ance s t o 
~stranged mcmo3 r S of t he· r oyal fami~y . Bu t becaUse these old 
rne i)b o r s \"It:! r e d e ad ; and his own b rothe rs were being estrZnged 
f~m h i m .. Pr itlrvi Narayan Shah had been able to contro l the 
!;;~tuilt!on with g reat effort . . . . 

~l.·ithvi ~arayun Shah·1 s maternal . \Ulcle had advised him not 
to r C":!C rl&1t 'J'h")kuri s in tho a rmy. He ther efore recnllted only 
j(~Ii'S , CUL·ung , anr.l Magar, soldie rs. He sent his brothers on both 

·cj.vil ood milit a ry assignm:;nts. Prithvi uarayan Shah had b rought 
all his brothe r s alou g with him during the conquest of Katma ndu. 

·BUt a urinc) t ht.: ("!onquest of Bhaktapur·,. he sent than to NUwakot 
t o p ..:r f orrn religious fUJl(: tions at t he l oca l Bhagawatl. t Empl e • 
• b · .... evcr, his youn g u::;t bro trer, sura pratap Shah, d isobeyed 
h i s o l.ders and took p a rt :in the bat t l e of Bhaktapur. Sura 
P r atap Shah w.::.s subsc...-quent ly accused of firing upon the c ivi_ 
li an population and plaCe:! 1n d etent ion in Go r"kha. l"bweveri 
he cscupCd from d.;teneion and spent. the rest of his· life in 
Dullu • Prithvi Narayan Shah f Deed g r eat· d i ffiCUlty in Con_ 
trolling his brother:3 , but was abl e to utilize the ir services 
from time to time. lfu ~ven appointed Da lajlt Shah, 9'no of his 
brothers , ~s a minister • . 
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Conflict among royal princes culminated during th'Z! reign 
of Pratap Simh~ Shah. His youngest uncle huci gone to the west 
and d isuppeared. But there were still three other uncles.. In 
i'}ddition, there \'ias his own brother, Baha::iur Shah. Pratup 
Simha Shah revealed his weakness by stating that it'was diffi­
cult to deal with these persons. Taking advantage of this weak­
ness, his ministi:!rs sent troops to arrest Bahadur Shah and 
others. Ba.hn.dur Shah, who waS then mourning the death of his 
father, was arrested. 'rhe property of Dclajit Shah was confis­
cato:i, as he had absconded. Marodda,m K!rti Shah fled fron 
Kathmandu and sought. the shelter of Siddhinarayan Shah, King 
of Kaski. D.:, l<::rn3.roan Shah was ordered to leave Nepal when. he 
was proceeding towaJ.u Kathm,..ndu to scc the nc:V1 King. Baha1u.r" 
Shah \'/a::: also later asked to leave N...:!?al. lbwGv(;:r, there was 
an exch ... .J1ge of letters between Pratap Simha Sh<l11 and these 
~n. This indicates that Pratap Simha Shah had no malice to­
\-larus than, hut had only differences of opinion. There is 
reason to beliwc that these men were paid allowances whil e 
living wJ::roai • 

.At th(;: time when there "'ilS a conflict between Kaski and 
Lamjung, Bahadur S~h wrote a letter to Pratap Simha Shah, 
advising him not to miss the opportunity of occupying Ch!tilun 
at once, bccause the British were trying to take over that 
ar03a. Prata,p Simhe. Shah accordingly sent troops . to occupy the 
Tarai area of Chitaun. By thatt1me, there was not much con­
flic~ among the brothers. But their conflict became serious 
l"Jhen Queen Raj cndralaxmi took over the administration. With 
thl.! aim oi eliminating her opponents, the Ou~cn reCalled 
Bahadur Shah, who was living in exile at the time .. She plac(.cl 
him in de:tention as soon as sh£;: had achiE.ved her objective:. 
·If R<ljendralaxmi had an affair with Bahadur Shah, her brothcr­
in-law, she yA:;luld hav03 sent him to live in Gorkha or el~e·./hc.:r,­
e>nd the c o nflict t-iould not have becom(; serious. But the aue~n , 
who was illiter3~c.:, imprisoned Bahadur Shah with the ·help of 
he:r new minister, S ... trvajit Rana. L~ter, when Guj araj Mishri:! 
cam~ from Banarus, end tried to secure the release of Btihu~u~ 
Shah, she . did so .on the condition that he would live in cxill... 
But he was not--.!mncdlately banished. 

~ 

In the meantime, Rajcndralaxm1., acccmpunicd by her muid 
servants, ventured out of th~ palace, and rode on horsebi3c}: 
through the streets altho":l9h sh,,-, had yet to, complete on~ y;..~,~ 
of mourning. As this was 'an improper act on her part, Kaji 
Harsha Panta y/aS annoyed with :t"lcr. He circul ated the ru,mo.r 
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, t h a t the Queen WaD h aving un affair ,with ~ajit Rana'. Bahadur 
Shr\h t ook advanta~ of this ' sitUution , and with the help of 
t h e Iil;:!. l e s ervants of the pali:lce, had Sarvajit Rana executed 
;.!lld R.::. j cndra l <lxmi i mp ri soned . As a matter o f f act " Queen R,ajendro_ 
l a xmi wa s innoc ent . It was a major blunder on the. part of Bahadur 
Shah t o level f al s e ac cus at i ons against her. 

Pritilvi Nar,l y an Sha h had establ i s hEd the rule that no 
Bh acd o.r s hould be r,1Urd\Olred . Baha:iur Sha h viola ted t h is rule 
und be he aded 5:lcvD,j it R.JJ1 o., ' the r eby setting up the tradition 
of aS3 a ssination of Bhurdars . This trad ition reached its c l imcix 
J: urin(J t.h e nu.~ o f Dhimsen ThaPil . Bnhnuur Shah had beheaded 
S.:trvujit R.:.nu. ultho ugh he \"Ias innocent. He thus conmitted a 
ma jor blund~r by ~head .!ng an innocent Bhardar. fobreover, the 
c :,usc of thE! q u arre l be twe en Bahadur shah Md RCljendralaxm1, 
h~s s i ::; teC_ in_ l ::\". , WilS a mino r one . Buhadur Shah wanted to 
ann ex t h e 'ilastern st l'_tes , but Rajendral axmi was r eluctant to 
be d r <l9gC:d into ::; uc h " c onflict . She thought tha t her son 
would und ert a}<: c t he t ask of extelding the front i ers of the 
kin g.-lom <loft o r h E: curnc of age . She imprisoned Bahadur Shah in 
or de r to rcs tr ;:).in h im from undertaking any suc h venture. Shd 
~pr0hendcd t hut Bil.ha..:1 ur Shah might b ecOme all-powerful 2nd 
,:r:ush hc:r son if t he army was p l aced und er h-is c Olll'lland. SaLV.:l­
J ~t R,m.:l. hu:l merely cx:ccut (..d the oruers o f the QUeen . He \-Ia z , 
t heref o r e , qu i t e innocent . 1I.t that time the Bhardars avoided 
invc l vc:: rnent in qu"rrc l s urrong members of the roya l family. 
Th~y o b eyuj \-ril0Cvcr wa s in pO\olcr, an d worked - in the inter('.sts 
of t h e co untry . 

,\i t (: r i Ulpri!:Oo llirl9 R.J j t3ldralaxrni, Dah<ilur Shah invadal 
T--:.n ilhu . 1:(: pcr-son c.lly comnan.dcd the Gorkhali troop~ in tll<lt 
Cnmp :::1gn . He h _-d 'l iven c harge of the royal' palace to Bala­
bh'ldril Shf'lh , ,~ on o f his uncl e , Mahoddamkirt1 Shah. Balabhadra. 
Shah , hO\l cv~r, collUded ,,11th ouaen Rajcndr i!.luxrni and r OC 2l.11ecl 
h is f nt he r -fru r:, Su.n <lCas t o he lp h i m free her. The aged Cnaut.ar<l 
r c t U.cr:cJ hanc and cxt t:!ndL>d his support to Rajendral axmi . i\ll 
t he Bhilr dar s .:l.Ccep tcd h er, und power _ thus revert (..-d to her. 
Und er t he:::l c circums tance s , Bahadur Shah fled abroad , abandon_ 
ing Tanahu which he had al ready conquered. ' 

******* (To Be Continued,) 

x ----------------------3a burarn Acharya, ( A Concise 
AcOO W1t of NE:p a l ) .: and IUr Bikrarn 
"PYasi "~, 2022 ( l S66). ChQPter 22: "Kehi Dhr anta Dhaz::anaharuko 
l(handan ra Tatk<lli n P"rashasakaharuko TUlunatmaka Vishl.eshan ." 
( R(;! fut a tion of Some Mi s conc eptions oJ!lu a Comparative A.. • .:J.ysls 
o f the Ccmt(;fll,lJOra ry Rul ers ) . pp . 152-169 . 
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Se1eocted Documents of 1887 Vikrama 

Kut-1'hek Land Gr;~nt in Rising 

Pou8h SUdi 13, 1887 (44/l73) 

359 muris of rice. lands in Rising, which had been ilSsignea 
to the Srinath Kampu, were allotted to local peasants on Kut­
Thek tenure on u total pnJllllent of Rs 113 and lO~ annas, ex­
cluding the levy on winte r crop s , and the customary Chard am­
Th~i levy. The peas unts were required to provide .loans "to 
the J <lg1:cdars wren ever asked to do so. 

Revenu~ ColleCtion Cont ruct in Sheo raj 

i4agh Ba:li 9, 1807 (44/174-75) 

~'. contract for the coll" cti"on o f revenue in Sheoraj, a 
mouja in Pyuthan district, had been given to Shiva Dux Puri 
for Rs 17,004. Reclaimed waste larids (Kalebunjar) at two 
p laces, which had been con f isc 6ted from B<l.l abhad"ra Kunw-ar, 
'<lcre joined to that mouja, and a revenue settlement was con­
duc ted ~ the Vikrama year 1882. 

Revenue collection for these areas was now given out on 
cont ract to Subua Dharmu.raj Khatri for one year, comnencing 
Daisakh Bad1 1, 1888 , for Rs 19,004. 

Of this alllOunt, Rs 11,50 2 was allocated for the paymc..'1{; 
of salaries to the mcchunics emp!oyal at tho Py.ut h;)J1 munit :L~L . 
factory, und the personnel of t.he 5rin.ath Kampu .::nd the Shi·. 
':"ompany. SUbba Oharmaraj Khatri '<ias ,orderoi t ..:l tr.:>.nsmit the. 
b~lancp. of Rs 7,502 to the Tosakhana in Kathmundu. 

Subba Dharmar~j Khatri '<'as ordere:i not to collect Ull­

aucoorizt:d payrr.(:flts from the peasantry, or otherwise OPPl.:":: __ 
them, thereby leading them to subllit complai.nts to Kathm.--.;-.. l ~. 
He was, in aldition, ' ordere:i to promote land r cclamation ..... . 
settlament in the arC<l lU1der his jurisdiction. 

The sources of revenue which were included in the cc.­
tract were as follows:-
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1. Mal-Sair (lund r evenue). 

2 . Kathn,"J.h.-ll (income from the sale of timber). 

3 .. Khair <lIl1 Sal (catechu and sal timber). 

4. Chari lpa!;iturage tax). 

5 . SundhuVl<li (levy on gold-miners). 

6. Jalkar (levies on river-borne traffic). 

7.. Gur nu (l8vy on Hltc~dOCtors). 

0 .. Hahapat ra (l.::vy on Brahman priests) .. 

9 .. Gaun-Paj8l'1i (1) .. 

10. Bethi (l.::vy in lieu of unpaid laber) .. 

11 .. Levies (salami) on Hunkar lands. 

12. Gaun-Dekhauki (1) .. 

13. Levies on boats. 

14. Bheti-Sa l<¥Jli (cash pnynlcmts to vlsit"1ng dignitaries). -

1S. Meimani (provisions for visiting dignitaries) .. 

16. Levies on oilmen (Teli). 

17. Bhedabha'r (1). 

18. Danda_Kunda (juiiclal fines). 

19". MaryO-~;puta1i (escheat property). 

20. Chak":'Chakui (fines collected from persen. guilty of 
sexual "of fenses) • . , ' I - ". \ 

21. iimilan f.c.aY-ilIll (payments due to local a;:lmiOistrators 
and revenue-functionaries). 
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Revenue from the following sources , was · exclucie.:l. from the 
contract :-

1. · Raia-I.nKa (royal levies). 

2. Kulyan-Dhan (b,uried treasure). 

3. Dh3rmadhikar (fees Paid for expiation). 

4. Mahant-Mandali (levies paid to Sanyasl.:». 

5. Fines collected from persons guilty of murder and 
cow-slaughter. 

6. Rahata-Bahata (arrears of revenue). 

7. Ivory, rhinoceros hide, horns of bison (gaurigai). 

Diversion of Cultivators 

Hagh Budi 12, 1887 (44/175_76) 

Royal order to Chaudhu.ris of elephant-depots (Hutt1sar), 
and local revenue functionaries (Chaudhar1) Kanugoye, Handar, 
Hoko.dda.m, GU(fLas ta, Jethra1yat) of Birta, Jagir, and Hattisar 
lands (i .e. lands ass i gned for clePhant-depots) in Mornng 
district;: "previously also, an order had been issued forbid_ 
ding ·you to· divel.t cultivutors from Hal (i.e. lands on .. ,hich 
toxes accrued to the government) and Jagir lands to ,Birta 
.:;.nd Hattisar lends. Wc have no ... , received reports tha t culti­
vators go to India during the monsoon, but later return to 
Hor2Ilg, and accept C\llotments of n€\·, Jag1r, Birta, and liatti­
sar lands, at concess1onill rates of t<4Xation (Kamsara.~) and 
get credit facilities (Doota Pota) from loca l functionaries 
UII,lil) al""Ld contr;c.ctors (Thikedar), on the pretaxttha.t the 
Panctutshala revenue-collection sys tem that has been intro­
duced in Morang does not cover newly-reclaimed (Bajra-Bita) 
lanas. Revenue on Mal lands goes down as a result. You are 
herebY . forbidden to let the cultivators do so in the· future. 
If you do so, you will have to· meet the 10ss.1I 
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Construct i o n of Build ings 

!"1<lgh Bud i 12, 1138 7 ( 44 / l 7G- 77 ) 

Ro y ;)1 onl,:,r t o Sa rd;:lr J<lhar S1ngh 8aniya and Subba Nayak 
5hubhw~Qrnu Giri and Gauri 51ngh to construct administrative 
buil(ljJI J~ (Kuchuh,')ci) at K.:ilarbana in Raut,ahat district, as 
\I~l l as in Dur a , P .:lr sa , and surlahi district s . The omer adds: 
" '£hc <l L .. l ri C'l IH,.:,)I..!q uartc rs offices , of .j'J.au and Kadarbana are 
loca t ed n ear the border . Yo u are therefore , dIrected to con­
s truc t ~d::, inis l; r .:)tive b uild ings and barr3Cks (TI1angako Kot) 
wi th b r h:ks i n a d ur <lb1 e manner. Employ artisans from Nepal 
a nd I n d i u (i·:,.J he s h ) for tha t purpo:;e . luso construct small 
ad ... 1n i st r c t:'ive build i ngs in Bura and Bishnupur, and a temple 
f or Sr i EU1k;:!li Dev i . We shall sanc tion the 'expenditure re-
qUired i or t :JC3 e p u rpos ';' s ." \ 

;'PpOir. t:n~u.i Hi jhnr 

t1a g h I3<l. J 1 12 , 18 87 (44/ 177) 

noynl o C".ie r to r,1usya Lohar appointing him Mijhar (he~man) 
o f :'Ill lua" ber:.; o f t he K.:tni (blacksmith) c;orrmunIty residJ.ng 
on 1'12.1, J<vji r . ~kh.-Bunyad , and Mana- Chama1 lands in Bara, 
P1lr !;UI k .. ,ut ,~,h;:, t, ana sar1ahi with effect from Balsakh Bad! 1, 
I Bu7 VH:=.IJ;i0. . '[' Il(~ position \/as previously held by Dacbya Lohar . ' 
I t Ca cri llti <.iul.. !lo clty to nd j u::UC ute in cases relating to cam­
mc:n ~i a l :m .! ::; exunl off e nses in the Knm i canrnunity. The M1jhac 
W:'l~ PC::lI ,it t.:.."\.i l;. o .lp p roprlato c ustoma ry p ayments fran members 
o f t he c..:olrll!l \...o,ity . 

Ch h ap L unJ Gr ::.n l i n Dot1 

l'~:;,gh IJad i 12 , 18&7 ( 44/17~ ) 

Cr..hap l and s at Tik ha in the ChauJci s~ivision (Garkha) 
o f Doti district , p r evio usly g ranted t o Foud 5ingh Ebgat1, 
wucc, no\ol g r un t eJ. t o Na rapoti Kathayat. He was under obligation 
to p a y the p resc!:'ibed tuxes o n these l~ds to the Barakh P,o,ltan. 

·'\ppo in t niCnt o i nl\}~ hi y ;;\ in l.cliham 

11a.gh Bo.d1 12, 18S 7 ( 4 4/178- 79 ) 

In 1 8132 V1kram.:l , Ro.tan Pandit nad been apPO~nted Mukhiya 
o f Bi p r c t a vill ilC) c i n t. h e 5atsayapatti ar-ea of uchham. Because 
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nT h.( ... ~ ... _+-'h . 1") ...... ,.. r: i ",. t1, M . ..,l1A Cln<i ('n~("'l'., M""Ill", ;'_ .'" W:.Ji-'oint~ 
1"" ..... Lh .... t- f'<'rit-. i ........ "i1·.h Cf'f'Oo·t·_ {",.".,. ·lfH1 , VikL-tllUa. .. J.'hey were 
(l nlor.o..l Cv- ....... 1.1..,. . ..... ,,- . ,.-, ;,. f I..". VJJ 1 "'00 ... nd transmit the pro­
r..::uds to the army. 

CoPPEU;"... Mines in Dailekh 

Magh Badi 12 .. 1807 (44/179) 

A newly-discovered copper depos it 1.n Kadha-Simta, part 
of Dailekh which had not been nssigned as ,1agir to the army, 
was C]ranted on contract (I jar a) for one year commencing 
Baisakh Badi 1, 18 &7 Vikramu, to Mahuwa Khadko on payment of 
Rs 101. The amount was paY<'l.hJ e -t.o U'e 'J.'osilkhana in Kathmandu. _ 

!)PPQ_1n~JT!ept_ pf_ il.1!rol~WgJ. 1 

Magh Badi 12, 188 7 (44/179_80) 

Royal order to Bhupa1Bogati and Sa llbahan Eogati: liThe 
ryots of Bogtan have gone to the he ildquarters of Doti distJ.:J..ct; 
to demand that the n~ of Bhupal Begat! also be registered 
as Jimmawal in the TallO-B::>gtan wd UPallO-Pogton areas of 
Dot! district, l.Jecause only the name of salibahan Bogati W.:lS 
sO registered during the revenue settlement of 1992 Vikrama. 
Chautariya Pushkar Shah has referred the matter to us. AccOrd­
ingly, we ¥reby aPPoint both of you as Jimmawals of these 
areas \,/ith effect frcxn the ye.:1r 1887 VikrWla." 

Payment of Salaries 

Hagh Badi 12, 1887 (44/180) 

Dittha Kanak. singh Basnyat was ordere::i to pay Rs 300 as 
salary for the year 1887 Vikrama to Gacud:a Dhwaj Kilrki, an 
attend\lIlt (Baithake) at the royal pillace, from the income 
made by the four Ma1ats during the yea;- 1889 Vikrruna. 

*********** 

t S.B. Maharjan). 
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, 
I'liscell<l1looUS Docuncnts on the Bhe ri-Mahaka1i 

ReqionX 

JaGir Land Gr~~t to Perry Men 

From King (Rana Bahadur Shoh,to Luhajit Majhi ,of Rakhamghat 
ood Kuchinghat on the Karnali river. 

You h.:.wc bQQn in possession of two villages -w'ith fifty ho\.t; e­
hOlus, 2 , 500 nuri s of rice lands, and homcsites attached there_ 
to, from tOl.incr times. We hereby reconfirm these lands in Dullu 
imd ".chham ~z your Jagir. Pay one suki (i.e~ one-fourth of a 
rupt:c) io r ,-",ch househoid to the local Amali during Ashadh, 
the Du..!;;hain f.:=stiviJ.1, Shra",/an, and Falgun. Provide porterage 
services £0:= gOV8ITlment supplies and military stores through 
the ilreas undor your juris::liction. We hereby grant you exemption 
from oth(:r compul sory_la~r obligations (SWari)" Provide ferry 
scrvkc::: Hithout any intc:rruption, bOth during winter and dur_ 
ing the; j'i ;:m;:;oor" \ .. hen troops h.. .. ve to be moved. If you make: any 
delay or ob:::tr uct i on, you shall be punishod. Provide faithful 
services ,"ll1d u:::c the lands as J agir with full asSurance. 

f:,illny , Ni'lgh SOOi 14, 1853 
U<U1u.:,.ry 1797 ). . 

Obligations of Birt a-Owners 

Fr om KilhJ (J~ ': ~I;j Di\ha::lur Shah) to Subba Jog Malla of i.chharn. 

. w~ h,(lfW Cl.:cl...!iv(..'<l reports that Nartam'Padhya Dcvk.ota has 
Bl.rtu l u.ou;.; iu .-.chham. COlloct only such payments from tht;: 
Birt-a- ol;mc.:rs of that area as have been customarily COllected • 

.. Do not c(Jllcct o...:Xtra payments fran them. Permit them to put up 
stores for h '-lWkz a s usual, and co11~ct customary payments thcr0_ 
on. . 

Bhadra 9.ldi 15, 1856 
(September 1799 ) 

--------
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Taxes on Hawks in Jumla 

From (King Rana Bahadur Shah) to Nartam Padhya Devkota. 

Collect taxes (PUChhahi) at 'the following rates on hawks 
captured in the Barhagaun area at the following rates and 
transmit the proceeds to Us:-

Category of Hawk 

Shahi 

Jurra 

fuwks c;:;.Ptured in 
shares on Birta 
l<J!lds 

. Rs 2 

Ashadh Sudi 12, 1856 (July 
Tax Exemption for Raiputs 

R. 1 
1799) 

do. on government 
l<lnds 

"" 4 

Rs 2 

From King (Girban) to Rajputs all ' over the Kingdom • 
• 

.we hereby remit all hOOlestead taxes and· levies, as well 
as compulsory labor obligations, due on the Ra1kar ·lands 
cx::cupicd by you and your slaves, servants" tenants, etc. to 
the palace, and remain constantly prepared to obey our com­
mands. We also restor\:.> to you your remaining property" sl.;:\ves, 
etc. other than property conf iscated during the conquests, 
or slaves freed by the Dhardars. 

MondaY, Magh Sudi 5, 1857 
(January 1801) 

Revenue Assignment for Temple in Jumla 

From SUbba Ranajit Kunwar to Alidatta Jaisi of Sija. 

Previously, homestead taxes (Kachho Sirto) and judicial 
fines (danda-kunda), collected from seven households in Lek­
porgor village, except fines collected froll) persons g\!nty 01 
crimes against the state (Kula-danda), .ha,d been assigned to 
the tanple of Sri Kanaka Sundari. This assignment was s~bse­
quently withdrawn by the local administrator (Arnali). We 
hereby restore ·the assignment during our term for performing 
rel·1gious ceremonies at the temple of Sri Kanakasundari. 

Chaitra SUd1 5, 1857 
(..,rH 1801) 
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T<\..x Ex(3llption 

From SUbba Ran ,J,j it Kunwar to PalaJo:ya Mahat of Badgaun village. 

The former Subba had granted you ranission from payment 
of blO rupees as Sirto tax on your homestead. We reconfirm 
the renisBion during our teDll. 

Chaitra Sudi 7 , 1857 
(April 1001) 

Land Allotmetlt 

From Subba Ranaj it Kunwar to Sire Padhya and Narottam PadhYa. 

Bi rta lands of a Brahman in the village of Bhoragaun had 
been occupied Ly th,~ grand-father of Nllerya Dharala, who is 
,now decti . These lands, including homesites, forests, and rice 
lands r~quiring one mud of seeds, a,.re hereby allotte:i to you. 
Pay on <:: ruPIJ.:.; every year as. Thak:i fee for these lands to the 
Tosakh.;:;n<l a t Chhl n asim. . ' 

Jesth~ G;yli I , 1 858 
(Bay 1801 ) 

Apnoint:ment or: Priest 

1-'rom 1<1nl) ( c..:i cbaJl) to Mahadeo Pandit and Shivaram PadhYa. 

Surti sh.:.hi (former King of Jumla) I had appointed you as 
pri estB of tt"<:, t (''ITlp l c ef Sri Kanal<:asundari. Because of the 
d i stu r bunci.:5 that o ccu,rre:i subsequently, this arrangement was 
intarrupt.:.:d . }j(: hereby restore the a.r.ranganeI1t made during 
the timt.,; of tho l ~alyal king s. Perform regular and cerEmOnial 
religious functions at the templ e of Sri Kanal<:asundari and 
~r~y for our vi c t o ry. Use the lands as Guthi. We also·restore 
l ':lflds bclonQi n!) to the people oJ; Kafalya that had hem con_ 
fisca te:i during the term o f Ranaji t Kunwar in 1 851 Vlkrama 
(1794) • 

Shru\·/<:J.Tl Sudi 2 , 1 859 
(July 1802) 
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Some Confusionsx 

By 

Babyram Acharya 

(Contd) 

**** .. ** 
The involvEJTlent of Bahadur Shah in the assassination of 

Sarbajit Runn was due to inadequate education. He could have 
come back to power had he tolerated his detention for some 
time as before. Raj~nJ.ra1axrni would j,ave no alternative but 
to r ecall BiJ.hadur Shah in the event of aggression from the 
Ch:}ubisi. states. Rajendralaxmi too lacked proper education. 
Her association with Queen Chandraprabha during her childhood 
had made her courageous. She therefore' succeeded in .repulsing 
the Cha:ubisi aggression. Howevet:, the extension of the fron­
tiers of Nepal was suspended for 'some years because of the 
removed of Bahadur Shah. 

Persons like Balabhadra Shah succeeded in extending the 
state frontiers in the process of b Ciltiog back invaders. It 
was a great weaknes s of Rajcndralaxmi that she could not 
control- her temper. Only Prithvi Narayan Shah was c~able of 
::.1oing so. He could suppress his anger and thUs win over his 
opponents. Even when fighting against .Runajit Malla, Prithvi 
Narayan Shah called him his father. Alth::>ugh Prithvi Narayan 
shah had enmity toward Jaya Pruk<lsh I1al.la, he treated the 
latter as a friend. But RajendralCl:xmi could not tolerate 
Bahadur Shah even t'ihcn he was living in Patn n . She called 
Vunsharaj Pande from Bettiah to as:;;1s't in the invasion of 
K€l.ski. . .. --."~.-. ... 

xSabQram Acharya, (A Concise 
ACcount of Nepal). and Nir Bikrufn 
"Pyasi", 2022 (1966). Dharanaha-
ruko Khahdan ra Tatkalin ~ulanatma.Ka_ 

Vishlcshan." (Refutation of Some Hisconceptions and a Conipa­
. rat1ve Analysis -of the ContE:!l1porary Rulers). pp. 152-16.9. 
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Swo.rup ,singh Kaski h ad fled to PalPil und sided with the 
King of Palp a, Mllkunda Sen, and the King ,of Parbat, Kirtlbam 
Mall.:!.. Th"" I-lido\'; or King Karoa Sen of Chaudandi and BijaY-3pur 
had adopted the son of Mukunda Ben 11, Dhwajablr Sen. SWarup 
51ngh hdrki 'duS con s idered a rebel in Nepal, because he had 
gone to Calcutta with Dhwajabir Senwith the purpose of. 5011-
citiug nrlti ~h .:lssi!ltuncc. However, they could not obtain 
such <J.ssis t ,JJ1ce , and Dh,.,ajabir ,sen was assassinated by a 
Gorkhali soldier. Swarup 51ngh Karki waS thereafter moving 
a:tou t 2.irr.lcszl y in the oordcr areas. Raj endralaxmi ,called him 
to Corrmand th..:; troops invading , Ka~kl, and grante:l him a large 

. holding of Birt .7'; lands in M<:lhottari. &1'le instigated a quarrel 
bctw(;en VCll1.sl-,.:.r 3j P~de wd SwartlP 51ngh KaJ;:"Jd, and had Vansha_ 
r 2j P en,]€: b ' .. :nc.:..:! ..::d onc; ni ght in the garden Qf Bhadarkhal after 
ho l ding <I l.:. ri ..;: ~~ co urt. Ta)csari ·Bhim· Khawas was then Chief 
Nini stet' . ::::'::l. li.:,h~dra. Shah had been .releg·ated to a lower · posi tion. 
Riljc:ndr~lla:IJTd t hc:o invited Bahadur shcl1 to attend the sacred­
thre.::u-irlvt:! .:::1.:i cure ccrcrrony of Rcma Bahadur· Shah 1n Go:rkha. 
Bah.:J..dur Sh c::.h I,'cn t to Gorkha in response to the invitation. 
Aitcr th<.: c..:ro::ony ... IaS over,· Bahadur Shah, along with Rana 
B.:..hauur SJla!} ;.~.n.d Raj ~drala:xrni, CilfT\C to Ka.thmandu. 

Raj(?f').drc::l~:'-:1i called. back Dalajit Shah, who had fied 
eight'-!U1 u.orlths p reviously during the rc.1gn of Pratap Simhc 
Shah, cmd ~ppointed him Chautara. Dalajit Shah, Swarup S1ngh 
KilCki, ,:\Id .iJ...tJ1 Jfl~ ,simha Basnyat h.:ld already been contn1ssioned 
to OCCUk! K~\'::;.K.i, Bhirkot, und other principu11ties across the 
K.:l11-G~dc};i d ver. Raj c.z"'.dralaxmi WaS suffering from tuber_ 
culo:::is. ,,"")p r 2hcnding that RanD. Bahadur Sha h ·would be safe if · 
Bah .:tdur 3. ... ,r. Hi"!.S kept in detention, she detained him in Phar­
ping. Rc::jendrnl axm i died shortly thereafter. The death of 
Raje:nd rul c :~;d . created disturbances in the royal palace. Shim 
Khilwas tried to run the admi.nistration himself, but because 
of the opposition of the other Shardarsl he flEd to India 
c.lc.ng Hith his three sons und other relatives, a s well as hfs · 
cotire property. Nol:ody p.revented him. 

The funer<l.l ritos of Rajendralaxmi we~e presumably per­
rormed by E2.lbh"dra Shah. Bahadu~ Shah was released from 
detention v/hen t he Gurus and Purohitswho supported him 
prcsse:1 for his release to perform rituals on ;thE: eleventh 
d~y of .the death'of Rujendralaxmi. ' Lcter~ he took over the 
cdministration ""ith unanimous support. By that time, Oalaj1t 
ShClh Md SWi\rup S1ngh Karki . had conqucroc1 Kas:k.1. ;\$ tJ.'le kin9s. 
of SutClhun; Garahun, und Rising had accepted the suzerainty 
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of Nepal, Abhiman Simha BaSnYilt was returning to Katmandu 
_ clong with ·them. 1~ soon .as BahacIur Sh~ took over the admi­
nistration, he sent a · royal order in. the name of Rana Baha:iur 
Shah to behead Swarup Singh Karki, who wa::: in Kaski at th~t 
time. Swarup 51ngh Karki was beheaded in Kaski. It is not known 
what happenEd to DalC'!jit Shah, since he had gone under­
ground by that time. Buhadl.!r Shah· also dismissed Balbhoora 
Shuh during a Pajnn.i. 1"bwever, he ret ::.ined the old Bhardar, 
Kapurdar Kalidas Khnndka, ",he had served tmder both Prlthvl 
Naruyan Shah and Rnjendralaxml. 

Because of the lack of education, Rajcndralaxmi beheaded 
V<msharaj Pande ",i thout any reason, Md tried to harm Bchadur 
Sh<ll1. Bahadur Sh ah was ruso s~i-cduc2.ted. But thanks to his 
·courage and b.ravcry, he conqucra:i several territories in the 
west when Vanshar~j P<mde I s brother, Darnodar Pande, was func-
tioning as Kaji. -, 

llR10ng the Chaubisi principalities west of the Kali, only 
Palpa, Parbat and pyuthan wc!::e powerful. Such Baisi principa­
lities as Dullu and Do:J.lekh, Md distant prinCipalities such 
as Dot! and Kumaun, were SO weak that they could not check 
the ndvmce of the Gorkhali troops. i.s such, Gork-ha t s tcrri­
-torles ,extended to Garhwal. 1 .. minor defeat sustained by the 
Gorkhalis 1n G(!rhwal hi'"!d crecJ.ted much oOPprcilension. However, 
G~jllraj Mish;ra forced the King of Garhwal to accept the sure­
'rainty of Nepal·, bl::!cause he concluded i). trade treaty with 
the British and put Britisfl pressure on the King of, Garhwal. 
Nc:pnl t s defeat 1n Garhwal was the result of the ,violation of 
the policy of Pr.ithvi NaraY.arl Shah. Prithvi Naray<:.&ll Shah ncv.:r 
startei wars on two fronts. Nep al had to lose Kerung and Khusa 
during a war with Tibet, which later led. to a war with China. 
This €lamed a b<;Ld name for Bahadur Shah. The troops wanted to 
rest for sometime, ·because they had beo:>me t1re:i of war. 1.11 
Bhardars and military officers consult~ among themselves that 
1 t \..J,:)uld have been better had. the young King Rana Bahadur Sh.i",h 
taken over the administration. 

Bahadur Shah committGi a great mistake by not providing· 
education to Rana Bahadur Shah, bcciluse he did not realize 
thq importance of eiucation. RMa BE'.ha<iur Shah I s character 
bec'OOIe corrupt when he was seventeen or eighteen years old 
as a result of his association with such evil and unGiucated 
persons as B1dur Shahi, Sher Bahadur Shah1, and Tr1bhUWilIl 
Khawas,. I-Dwever, Rana BMlI.dur shah I s way of thinking was 
profound. He toought that Bidur Shah! and $her Ba.hadur Shah! 
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were not r esponsible for th~ low ca ste of their mother, and 

::>0 he C1Pf-ointed toth of them as Chautaras. He Used to calcu­

l ate 9 <'.!ins ,J'lu losses while worshipping gods and offering 

!Jl.~'lyer:~ . J-":'; L"o.i: Y<.l rus political affairs, he thought that his 

ministers would hundle them, and serve· the interests of the 

n"tion , .c:,nj 00 he spent his time in entertainments anci dnnces. 

Till th0,5l , nothing had gone wrong . But he began to harbor 

bad fe~lin'Js to\lard Bahoour Shah, and dismissed him from 

off!(,,!e . l ;~lhdur Sh?h \.Quld no r have d ied , a ·premature death 

had he gone to India soon ufter his dismissal. "Instead. .. 

D<:!lIClLll.:.I: .sL~h trit:.-d to go to China without royal perrnis:Jion. 

He petltic.ned fo r a passport d irectly to the Chiq.ese Imbans 

1n Lho:.so.. !lu t: the i'ombnns sought the approvlll of Rana Bahadur 

Sh~h Ilith.)u t J ivi nCJ any r ep ly to Dahadur Shah. Rana Bahadur 

Shah }; .::'p t: quiet . In the meantime, ' a new , Emperor ascended the 

thron~ o r Cb.in ~l. .. Baha:4 UI' Shah again requested ' the l\n:lbans for 

pcn:li s :.; ior, t;::. fjO to China to pay his r espects to the new 

3tnpcrOl- . '.[;;.,::1 tJ-.c .~Irnban contucte:1 Runa Bahadur Shah,- the 

l atter i'''::--c~,,:! furious und sent Kaji sarbajit Pande to Lhasa 

witb ;:;CVeril) ch<'lr gcs against BiJhadur Sh.c"\h. He then ,arrested 

!)<lh<lJur Z".:J,i. .],nd imprisOn ed him in Cl fort of Katl-wandu for 

ar..out tr.r,:,(; I : .... ~nths . R.'lI1a Bah.~ur had then Bahadur Shah aasass1-

IIi.lt'-._1 :"'-.'(: L-.: Lly t hrough t he cooper at ion of Bldur Shah! 1ll'ld Sher . 

n.:Jj ) .::.,' l ~r ::h.;:,.lJ. . 

ri ,.: ilS!": ,L :.;~in.Lt1on of Bahadur Shah created great panic 

thro\.l<J !JC, ut. tho country . ' The Bhardars now bcgnn to ronain vigi_ 

lant, ~!lcbcu~; h the y could say no thing . It was natural fOr 

tit..:: m tu il.!.::l .. L' l tjhtenc..>:l on account of the 'assassination of 

DanndLir St-'Clh 'oy his own n ephew, Rana a.e.hadur Shah. :In such 8. 

si tu"ti .;lr., l :irtim.:m S1mh~ Basnyat persua:1ed Rana Bahidur - Shah 

to J ive ul~ i~oVlcr \ '/1 th the motive of himself becoming all­

Po\;criul a Th<O!re ,,,as no need. _ for RCltla Bahndur Shah to qo so. 

Rul' • .') E~ha::iur Sh .c;h d id not r ealize that h e could not regain 

t he throne o nce he relinquished it. It was a major blunder 

on hi ~ part: to think that the Bhardars \oOuld a:mtinue. to 

r(!Sp~ct t. i m ='5 usual even after he relinquished the throno. 

Th!.s b~lic-f eflOll.l!E:d Kirtiman S1Inha to send Rana Bahadur Shah 

'to Kashi and h i mself become all_powerful. some Bhardars , 

illclu::ling &i dur Shahi, became jealous of Kirtiman Simha 

l3a~I1Yut , i.JJlU so the y had h im assa~sinated. This aS84881na_· 

tion crl.1.bled Sher B(\hudur and Barn Shfth to w:1~ the favor of 

the scicond I.iu~en for sometime. The eldest queED ·thSl took 

OVer <.:h <...rg<.: at thl;;! ~ministrationa Power asst.rne:i in this mDn_ 

ncr is llever l c .!:ting, and th'e Bhardars ' involve:nent -in such 

IntrlCju\7:s int1ic~tC,!s t hclr l ack of education. 
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Kirt1man Simha. u-a'snyat had concluded an agreement with 
t~"Ie , British to detain Rana Bahadur Sh.ah in Eanaras with the 
pULPcce -of takin{,l -advantage of the intlOlrn.al rift in the pclacci-. 
But the agreement was concluded only after Kirtiman Simha 
Uasnyat was killed. The British emissary, who later visited 
Nepal, thus came to know of the \ieaKne:sses of the Nepal! 
people. The British also came to know of the secrets of Nepal 
wilen the policy 0 f Pr! thv! Narayan Shah, Bahadur Shah and 
Rana BahaduI' Shah of" not allowing the British .to ente'r Nepal 
was violated. In view of the growing influence of the British 
throughout Indi a . it was very difficult to check their advance 
into Nepal. Ever. then, it would no-t have been more harmful 
had the Bhardars tried. to keep secrets from the British ­
c.'!lissary. It was necessary to treat the first British resident 
1n the same manner as Bhimsen Thapa did after the· war \41th . 
the Dritish. The eldest queen expdlt.>d the British resident, 
K .. oy., und recalled Rana Bahadur Shah from Banaras, o\J.t of 
anger. 

Raha Bahadur Shah had been completely dominated by Bhim­
sen Thapa and Ranganath Pandit. He used to 00 what they said. 
Bh1msen Thapa and ·Ranganath Pandit brouryht Sher BahaClur Shah! 
also in their g roup through another conspirElY. Bhimsen Thapa 
hal hatched that conSf.!iracy, beCause: lie was uneducatoo, and 
belonged to an oroinary family. He could not realize the 
impact of conspir<:.cies on the nation, but gave priority to 
only his own interests. Ranganath Pandit wanted to become 

. Rajguru through any possiblE: [ueans l as he was tired of living 
in exile. He thus joined Bhimsen Thapa and Sher Bah<:dur Shahi. 
They entired N~al with violent rootives, and Ehimsen Thap a 
beci!Jne all-powerful in Nepal by murdering Damodar Pande and 
others, and imprisoning Rajrajeshwari. The tradition of vio­
lence which had sta:r:.te:l with the murddr of Sa,"bajit Rana was 
not to end without a major massaCl:e. Wh(:!l Bhimsen Thapa tria:i 
to rester tranquillity by murdering Sher 8ahadur $hahi~ Tri­
oouwan Khawas, and othersl Rana Bahadur Shah himself was mur­
dered. i.l:out seventy-five p~rsonsl includiu-.J children I .... /ere 
killed in retaliation. l,;n outward calm was tJ"?en restored • 

. But the nation I s stro3lgth declin':".:d gradually dUe to the mur.:lo(" 
of old. Bhardars,anu the plans prep.::l.roo by Prithvi Narilyan 

Shah· becan:c unsuccessful after the mur::1er of Ran", Bahcd,ur Shl!~ .• 
The plana fOImulate:i by ·Bhimsen Thapa \"cre immature.- ThE: sizl,.. 
of Nepul was reduced \-/1thin ten years after Bhimsen· Thapa 
came to power. Pcithvi Narayan Shah's plan to establish 
Greatt:!r Nepal sustuinoo Cl seVere setback. 
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Prithvi Narayan Shah's opinion al::out the Christian mia­
~naries was very interesting. He did not denounce any reli_ 
co n. But the activities of the Christian missionaries 
h ~P~lled him to treat them rudely. The Christian missionaries 
th,~ ocgun to spread their ~e~igion :throughout hiia during 
'1'1 - a1xteent~ ~entury. They usually rroved ' through Nepal and 
CO bet v/hile vl.sl.ting India and . China. They carried with ,them 
~ Pies ~f the Bible, and bags .of medicines, wherever ,they 
bulMlt • 'I hey proPClgated. religion ~ng tna people., and distri_ anJcd medicines free of cost. TheY underm.ined the ciVilization 
to CUlture of tha countries which they visited, and tried 
Ch impose their social and political systems there. The in ri:3t.ian missionaries had been spreading thei,r, activities 
f)~ Cnin a , India, and other o:nllltries of Asia with such very 
th tivc s. Th~y b.::came successful in leaving their impact on 
n

l 
e poople b<::cau~e of their efficacious medicines and ' cleanli_ 

~ ..t~s . ':i.'hey u~(.>d to be followed by trad.ers with different g::>ods 
. ~ guns. Their ultimate aim was to o~cupy the countries they 

sited by promoting tra:ie' relations. 

li C'~h(: Chdstinn missionaries .had beEl"! succ'essful in estab­
ri ' ng th~ir i ,nfluenc e in Kathmandu during Pratap Malla IS 

he go. They .... tent to Lhasa also from . Kathnandu. Pratap Ma1la 
ad installed an inscrip'tion written in fourteen or fifteen 

~r1Ptsl including th l;l Ranan script, at the royal palace of 
~f~~lTIanuu . The Christian missionaries were disliked ,by .the 

>I~tans, Md so \"rere 'expelled from Tibet, and their belongings 
wfre confiscat~~. They established their centcr in Kathmandu 
~ ter being expellEd from' Tibet .. They went to BhaktDPur wh(D 
lre:y "lere not allowed to live in Katmandu. L~ter, theY estah-

shed their cE:IltE!r outside the western ' gate of Lal.it:pur. 

bQg The kings of cll the three princiPalities of 'Kattmandu 
p ~ to try to please these Christic.n missionaries when 
c:;thVi Narayan Shah encircled these principalities .. . The 
lib 1stian missionaries h;:1:i advised the kings of Patan and 
Co aktapur to seek the military assistance of the East India 
t mp~y in Indiu in order to raroVE::l the blockad~ imposed by 

. n~ Gorkhalis. They had alsO convinced the 'British of the. 
er ed for such assistance .. They had sUlt rEfTlinders to the 
p itish not to miss the opportunity, by highlighting the 
thl:ospects of tr~c. wi~h Tibet from &!ng~l and Bihar. When 
k.1 G British were holding consultations, the CDrkhalis occUpied 

rt.1pur. This made the defense of' Kathmandu .very difficult. 
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Prithvi Narayan Sh8.h d id not interfere in t"eligiollS matters·1 
H,;: diu not prL'Vent pilgrims from vidting KathmMdu on the ' 
occasion of th~ Shivratri festival, even when he was blockad­
ing Katrn.c.ndu Va lley. He also allowerl the missionaries to 
move c;:.bout in Kuthmandu Valley . Taking adv.:u1ta<je of this reli­
giou~ to lerance, Juya Prukash MallG had sent two emissaries 
to the Dritish in disguise. The Christian missionaries used 
to act as couriers because they were not sear ched, on the 
assumption that they we re not intQras ted in polities but 
only in pt"opagating religion and me.1icines. Prithvi Na rayan 
Shuh re uliz.ed this rol~ of th~ Christian mi~si_onaries only 
after Kinloch' s uttack. vihen Pri thvi Nnrnyan Shi'lh bElsiE:gc..ct 
Bhukt~ur after occupying Kathm~uu cJ,nd L ",litpur, the Christiatl 
missionul.ies visited him. On th;).t occ<:>.sion, Pri thvi Il;1.ruyan 
Shcl. told them to h:avt;! Ik,P <ll along with th.:.:ir property. They 
were thus forc '.xl. to l~uve Ncpnl. The; missiuncriEls. ulong with 
about fifty NC:\-I<:\X" converts, then shiftl.'Cl to Churi in Bcttiah. 

The ChristiClIl missionaries who hnd been expelled from 
Nepal left no stone untumcd in dssu.iling the Nepali govern ... 
ml.nt. The army had mutinied whorl Warren Hastings behaved 
cru.:.:lly with Rnjn Chet S1ngh of Bannras in 1780 1'..0. Chct 
51ngh wus taking refuge in Bij"yagu.rh. W'hqn the: Mife o'f 
Wnrrcn H;'(stings rcqucstoi Nepul for milit ::lry 0.ss istanc'-! 
t1..rou C)h Su1:h 0. Dinunuth in P~ttn"\ 1 il militury unit was kopt 
reudy. But N~al' s military <1ssist, .... nce beCaffi<.l unnecessary 
wh.:.:n Chct Sing10 fled. ThCl Christi :l!. missionaries living in 
Bcttiuh l~d suid thilt' th<..; Ncpulis proposed to ussist Chet 
Singh. But Warr<.;n Hastings cumo to know thu truth from his 
wife. 

Bah<ilur Shah had mnored the Ch.cistinn missionCl.rles in 
Knthmandu because th~y had 0iv~n him refuge in Eettlah. On 
the '.Ne of his downfall, a missionary had published an artidE! 
on Prithvi N.-"r.:lyan shuh in thu famous ';'.siatic Researches 
journal in 1796, describing Prithvi Narayan Shah as barbarous. 
He had written that the tn>eps of prithvi Nar<lyan Shah. had 
killed the Kings of the countries they occupied, and lootO::l 
thc: local peoplo. Hc .:J.lso Elsscrto:i falsely th.J.t Prithvi NaraY.:>Jl 
Sh.-lh cut th£.! ears and noses of all the inhabitants -of Klrtlpur. 
The Europeans still oonsider this as tru ...... Ul European writers, 
including Sylvain Ll.>vi and Lundon too have mada. this uas c rtion. 
L c-.litabullubh, .:t poet oontunporary to Prithvi Narayan Shah, 
h~d written th.at the cars and noses of some persons ha:i peen 
cut. TwontY-ticvt.:O yeurs uftcr the conquest of Kirtipur, Captain 
Kirkpatrick, who hc.d visited Kathmandu, had seen a noseless 
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inhabitant of Kirtlpur. He should have seen many naseless 
per:.;on!;> hud the noses of many persons been cut. As soon as 
Prithvi Nar ayan Shcll receive"..l the news of the conquest of 
K i rti~', ur, he granted some lands for o[,eratlng the Guthl of a 
UudJili :.; L Chl..lity,J. o 'l'h!..! ~lli i~ fUllctioning wen today. Prithvi 
,>.l:,ro.y;:.n Sh.:J.h woul,d never have reconfirmecl the Guthi had he 
r.ee:n ;:l!)gry with th€. i nhabitunts of Kirtip ur. There are two 
r oyal or:iers of differmt dates which indicate Prlthvi Naray.n n 
Sheh staye d in Kirt i pur <lf t er il few months 0 f the conquest. 
Ii l..! v.oul d neve r have lived th~ru had he cut the noses of all 
inhabitants . 

~.cc:ordin (J to sylv .::li n L~vi, Prithvi Narayan Shah had cut 
th:: OOS,",$ not. only of the inhilhit.:lllts 0 '£ Klrtipur, but also 
of ti1C !>Qvcr. roY.:11 p rinces of Bhaktc!pur, who were Ranajlt 
1'I ;. 1]~: ' :~ illi Ji timt: t .:.: sons . Thc.:y v/cru known as ~ Bahcles 
bcc .:t u~:c.: Ran.:l.j i t Hallo:!. h,Jd constructud on c. house with a court_ 
y~.rd ( h,h:· ) [o r e~:ch of th.Jl.l . Onc of th(1n Was imprisoned, . 
cntl l:i~ P t·ol~ c.:rty con fis c ;:;tcd, when he fought against tha 
G.or]:}).) l i;.; f r om J.:lya Pr.J.k<lsh Mdla's sid..:!. v'hcn Prithvi Nilrayan 
Sh ..... h <] r ;'.n tcd t h l:": hous~ und othlo:' r property confiscated from 
him to StlrU;\r R,")/TI Kri shn:t Kun ... mr, t hu latter endowed thun .:lS 
Qythi to supply food to pilgrims on the occasion of the Shiva­
r 'itri ft.!stiv~l. 'I·he prope rty of the ·six other princes had 
h:-dl r ...:conf1nnO:l . Non e.: of th (jT\ lost his car s and nose. Th .:! 
i h'ld' i :";01h.:J l_,;r :.;on \IUD rcl c~s('xl \-,hen R.:J"laj it M~lla said tho.t 
11 . .: \1~)\ : 1 1 lil-~(. t o t<'.kc him to Bcoaril:J ulong with him. Thilt 
pri ce...: liv ..... l tor t'w'O yc;),rs with R<lnnjit Mc ll .:) in Banaras until 
t He L lt:. t..:r ' :; d":.:ltb . Latl:.:r, ho tried to attZlck Nepal with th~ 
sup~ort· bf th~ 3 ritish in Pa tna, by claiming that he was 
.:!<""""I. ti L1LoCi to tho:.: thron c of DhC\kt .Jpur • .MlOng the Sat Buhnles, 
he WilS th.:: cr,1 y o n c who eventually disappeared. 

There is .::;.0 un.::c-..lo te in Gorkha which seems to be t ·ruc. ; \ 
mir.i s t(;:r of P .:. t. 0l1 1 \/ho was in chargo o f the dofcol:c 0'£ Klrtipu C" , 
in r-o rmc.d Su=.:: rc.-.t , lI.:' Shah .of his w1llinc;Jl~ss to aurrl3ld0r if 
tht: lavios of t i • .;,. inhC'.bitanta woro aparoi, whw nobody came 
to hie rcccu...:. Prithvi NC'Iayan Shah ncceptod this offer. But 
the mini~t 0r of P ~ .t <:.n r cquc.: s tt.:d Sura Pratap Shah to ..:3lter thG.: 
t o wn in the ni,~,jll:., l...:!>t th ... p..:.op l..: eoo uld get e xcit,,">d. By the 
fo llowing morning, t he: to·,m was alre,;dy under the control of . 
tho.:: Go rkh.:.!is. i. f ... ", !\.:Xllig.;ns thu"l a.ttack~ the Gorkhalis 
in t b .:.: night .:.:nJ hi ll ... .J ...1 yht o c ten G:::I rkha.li s . WhU"l ·SUr,). 
Pr,-.t ap Sht.h .J.sk ..:d Prit.hv1 Nac uYun Shah wh.:lt ·pun1sl"tnent should 

, , 
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be inflicted up on the hooligans, the latter ordered that they 
be banished from Kirtipur, and thelr ears and noses cut, 
since he had already promised to spare the lives ,of the: inha­
bit:-,ntf: of the tovm. The ('>orkh ::'! li~ maintaip that. Prithvi 
Narayan Shah visited that town soon after this incident. But 
the Christian missionaries had tried to make a mountain of c 
molehill. Sylva in Levi had ev en attempted to portray Prithvi 
Nu,rilyan Shah cH:: E.:Ven more barbarous. Landon followed in his 
footsteps. Other Europeans also are following this tradition. 
The truth will cnme to light if the royal orde.rs issued by 
Prithvi Na l.'ayan Shah, and the writings of L~litaballabh, are 
published.. 

THE END 

Notes on the Changunarayan InscriptionX 

By 
Dhan :wajra Bajracharya 

******** 

,The Changunarayan inscription states that Shankilradeva 
ruled in a commendable way, that the country was prosperous 
during his rule, and that he gained much fame by displaying 
bravery. Beyond this nothing is known al:out Shankar~(deva. 

ShankaradeVa was succeeded by his son, Dharmadeva, who 
also ruled th-= country properly, and mad.e it more prosperous. 

"Ohannadeva. vias a man of rel"igion, and he organized many reli­
gious functions. The Changunarayan inscription also mentions 
th01t he was skilled in the art of warfare, and that he person­
ally initiated his sonl Manadeva, in that art. 

~~Dh'V1aVajra Baj racharya l 

.'~hilclcha.1t (Mana.deva ' s 
naruyan), in 
Licchavi pe • 
Studies, 2030 (1973). 

"~~~~j~'~~;~>'~:~;:~::~:~~ Manadevako ~ at the temple 0 f Changu-
(Inscriptions of the 
of Nepal and Asian 
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The ChanguniJrayan inscription also states that Dharmadeva 
had, won the hearts of his subjects through URajarshicharlta.N 
It ~~ necessary -to explain the meaning of this term. In the 
,o;:ixth chapte~' . of his Arthashastra, 
-'\charya Kuut11ya has of an able -ruler. 
: re defines royal virtues (R,darshichar!ta) as control of the 
senses , acquiring learning by association .with scholars, 
collection of information through ~pies, industriousness 
humility, vlork for the well-being of all,- avoidance of g~eed 
ilIld associ.:ltion with other \.,IQmen, a balance between morality 
and temporal affairs, observance of royal dignity, and so on. 
Thus R0iarshich<lrita literally mecns the character of an ideal 
King . King Hunadeva has thus tried to project his father as 
un ideal King. 

The Chungunar;ayan inscription indicates that Dharm~eva 
d iel suddenly. l-i:)wever, it does not indicate how he died, and 
""here. Th e relc..'Vant portion of the pillar-inscription reads 
as follows: OIDharmadeva died wh~ his queen, R.:ljYavati, was 
OI1gC,gw in a r .::li gious ceremony at a templ..:. Th~s caused panic 
among the roy.:: l attendants. Queen Rajyavati immediately stoppe::l 
hor prayers and returnoo to th~ palace, overwhelmed with grief .. 
Ho'1nadeva Was informed of the "death of his father by his mother .. " 
In .:w y c,,::,;,;,:, the: c;.:.u~c of Dhilnnadcva' s death appears to be 
mysterious . ' .. 'he and other sources hn,ve even 
concoct!.::;] ti.1~ ' h.:r:i unwillingly murdered 
hi ·, L LI, " . _ o.l 0.: .. 

The: CU!:;t.ot.l 0 f. sati was prevalent at that time .. tbwever, 
it was not compulsory. This 1s evident from the fact ", that 
RajY'lVati, Man<tieva' smother, .:-.bhiri, InlaWla Gupta"' smother, 
and V~tsadcvi, mother of Jayadeva, had not become on 
the death of th~ir husbands .. The Vishnudharmottars' 
smriti und other writings enjoin on ~·JOmcn either to 
s ilt!S or lead pious lives after the de·nth of their 
These instructions were followej· dUring the Licch<;lvi period, 
~s this pillar-inscription indicates .. Queen Rajyavat1 had 
itt first ..Jxprcssed her determination to bC<X)mo a · sat! on the 
deu:th of Dharmudeva. But she changed .her mind when her son, 
Fl".:lna:ieva, pressed · her not to do so. Rajyavati then la:! the 
life of a pious widow. {Sat1vratilJ. &"".bh!ri ' and Vatsa:1evi too 
opted for pious w!aowhood .. 
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The history of the Licchavi period becomes clearer and 
more authentic as we reach the time of Hanadeva, who possess€-p 
all the virtues of un independent ruler. Several inscriptions 
mentioning specific dates, coins, etc of his time have been 
discovered. 

Let us first discuss the~ferences contained in this 
p.illar-inscriptiori itself. Manadeva pcrfornled the" fWleral 
ceremony of his father according to tr~itional rites. Raje­
shwari obseIVed a fast, praying for peace to r.'e r deceased 
husband's soul. 

4·~t that time, feudal lords of vassal states tried to be­
come indepe ndent wh en<::!ve.c: any weakness appeared <J.t the centel. 
lor ~y reason. Failure to Dubdue such vClss,:\l states meant 
th.a -.lisintegration of the state it~elf. M ~nadeva also was 
confronted vlith a similar situation. On he~ing of th.:;! death 
of Dharmadeva, and the accession ot Eanadev£, the feudal kings 
of neighboring vassul states attempted to secure their inde­
pendence. They did not present themselvc::: at. the palace on 
hearing of the death of Dharmadeva and the accession of Hana­
deva. Mana:ieva, however, was not Cl weak man~ He had already 
been" traincd in the art of war and in handling weapons. Hence 
he resolved to suppress these feudal rulers so ~n to maintain 
th~ integrity of the ~tate inherited by him from his father • . 
He m~e necessary arrangements in this r.;!gard. "At this time x 
of crisis, he rc<eived full support from his maternal Wlcle. 

with the permission of his mother, Munadeva procee:led. 
, tovlal."d the east along with his troops. It was- not difficult 
for him to sutdue the feudal lords of that r egion. Before 
long, 1;hey accepted th~ supremacy of Manadeva, who thereupon 
oonfi~ed them in their status as chi~fs of vassal st<J.tes. 
The Changunarayan inscription describes than as "Shatha," 

XIt is not knOMl who Manadeva"s m'eternel uncle was.Manad,eva 
is quoted as hcving s"aid, at the time of his invasion of 
)'Iallapuri: uDear uncle, please cross the Gandaki river today. 
I too shall cross the river along Hith my troops and join 
you." This seems to indicate that Manadeva',s maternal uncle 
ha:l come with his own troops. Tllis leads Us to assume that 
he "viaS the ruler of ~ome state in India. This is confirmEiJ 
to somil extent by the references made in the pillar-inscrip­
tion to Manadevats mother. She is -described in the inscrip­
tion as ubom in a pure dynasty." 
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. 
~ ui~~uraging term. This leads one to assume that the feudal 
rul cc~ of the eastern region were Kira tas. In his descr1pt~on 
of l( irata kings , the author of the Gopalavamshavali writes: 
"Th c cc were thirty-two Klrati kings . Kiratas are n()w inhabit­
in g the region betweeri the ~amako.shi and the l\run." The Gopala­
v .-unshavall indicates that some Kiratas moved t oward the east 
,~L'tc:!:' the Licchav1s established" a !:tate ~f their own by driving 
tb:fil out . !-bw2ver, in the absence of further evi~ence, nothing 
can be said for certain 1n this regnrd . . 

l..i t er sui.:.duing the feudal . rulers of the eastern region, 
M ::-.n~eva t>.c.:ld ecl toward tha .. Iestern region. His sllcce,ss in 
t he e <.J~tern r-= ) 100 had boosted up his morale. The ChangunaraYilll 
In ~cript:ion also says : "113 fearless as a 110n wavln·g ;tts mane, 
H;.:~ndrN.:l t.e .-~ded towards the east." l-bwever, Manadf!\/'a v/us not 
zuc-: '~:::;ful in his vle z tern expedition to the same extent as 
in the e cst . :i'he fetrlal ruler of Mallapuri , situated in the 
I.testern r ~g ion, refused to accept the suzerainty of Mana:ieva. 
i'l <" n:,.'ieva hc..j summoned him fo r negotiations, but he openly 
d.ofic;:u "ian.:~j\:!v <'t . This ungercd Manadcva, and he r:esolved to 
sub:lu~ the ieudal ruler of Mallapuri. Mallapuri was s itUated. 
_IC1. 'O:';' t h<: G;J.uaki river. It \'Ias not easy to cross that riVer. 
~en so , f' i2.naCIcva made preparations to invade Hallapuri. He 
!.i r:.t r c ,l!o..:~ ' too his maternal uncle to cross the Gc..ndaki r1.ver 
\fiLii id.::: ·truop!:; . La ter, he too crossed the river along with 
hi:: tro~1-' s , Cl.arl inv~oo }lallupuri. The fe~al King of Mall~ur1 
',la;.; tu : ... !.:l .... to l·~s i !,;t the invasion, and finally accepted Mana_ 
::1~v u ' ..; ;,;u:::o..:1."il lty. 

It 1 ::: n,:::cl.'Z3;)ry t o dis cuss how Hanadeva crossed the Gandak1 
rive r . i.ccol."Uil,,,, to th~ account given in the Changunarayan ' 
in:;cripti on , !·,.·n<ldcva ' :; arl:'l Y possessed hundreds of elephant,!;. 
Some historicns h3.ve doubted this, saying that the, oresP.Occ 
ci cl ~;.hant~ i ll .~, hilly re'J ion is inconceivable. J-bwever, there 
.::xist e l e1-'lldltS of on~ ,type in hill are:as . i.ccord!ng. to 
I :~utilya ' Z • .rt.hCl~h~!:tru.; ther \,! a rc t · . ..o types ot: ,elephants, 

t he s e that inhaL:.it tb;! llr'cas situated in the Vicinity of 
rive rs, und those that live in the hill region. 

Other Licchav i inscri1-'tions contain references to eleph~ts. 
i:,mshuv anna's inscription at Handigaun states that the King 
moun ted on an l2lcphant during hi s coronation,. There still 
exists a settler:l.;;!nt cilllad "Kisipindl" between Thankot and 
B ... lamb u . i~ Licchav i inscription calls this settlement 
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"Kichaprinchi. n The inscriptions found in this area frequently 
refer to "Hastimarga" while specifying boundaries. Fbr exampl e , 
we mdy cite the inscription installed by Vasootadeva at ThUlkot . 
It shows that .;)l ephants wore kept in this i'1.rca during the 
Licchavi period. Nar~dru.dcva' s inscription ut Talcju-Chok in 
Patun indicates that clcph~~ts were kept in Lnlitpur alsO 
during the Licchavi period. For this r....:. ... ,50n. the view that 
I>lan.:d<i:.'Va's army h.:)1 elcphunts also cannot be dismissod as 
imil.ginary • 

In ancient tim~s, clophonts were used to cross rivers. 
The poet Kalidasa thus describes the victory procession of 
Raghu, "Raghu fbrmcd ,. bridge of elc..:ph.:!nts to cross the Kapish2. 
river along with his troops. ~-~ftcr crossing the.; river in this 
manner, he hcude:d towards Kalinga. as he had been sl~m the waY 
by the Utkalas." 

Kautilya has omphnsizcd thu utility of elcphants in thcs~ 
\·/Ords: "Elcphant;s arc enployo:.d. for such purposes as construc­
tion of ro.~s# shelters, ~d ferries in arcas where there 
~xi3t none." 

• In the light of all this, it m~y b~ assumed that M~adcva 
had fonned "t:. bridgE::! of clcphunts" to cross the Gandt'.ki riv~r. 
(SC~ also Purnimu, No. 24, pp. 223-26). 

&lmc historiuns i:\ppcar to be confused ',11th regard to- the 
.location of _ Hallapuri conq)J,crcd by M.:>.nadeva. ' They 'argue that 
M,macicvCl. could. not haV0 conqueroo Hallapuri, situated across 
the Gundaki river, inasmuch as it was his o~m vasSal state. 
They clilinL that M.::n~cvc hud d.:.:featcd the Malla kings of 
Goril1d~ur in th0 courS0 of hi;3 campu.igl of tcrritc.::-ial expan­
sion. 

In tt,c Ch<l!l9un<lraY~Ll1 inscription, Manadava has described 
his position cle .. ' rly. ,-"$Ccording to this inscription, M<m;)dcva 
did not launch th~ campaign for th~ sake of conquering naw 
stutcs. He mc.rely sought to pr~serve his stct~ bccnusc of the 
attempts made by some feudal ru10rs to secede after the sudden 
death of· his fath.::r. In the cast.::rn region, he tlid not hnv," 
to fight · any battle at nIl. In the western region, he had to 
fight against the fcuial ruler of Mallapuri alone. Thc inscrip­
tion clearly shows that the ruler of Mcllapuri was n.o t an 
indc.pendent KinQ, but huP occupi<:..-Q. a. vassal 6tC\tus since the 
time of Manooeva's predecessor. Had it not been so, none 
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coul d h .:!vc described Lhe King of an independent state as Cl 
v.:..t ~:..: ", l :.;t ~l tc. !L:d L:h~ few.:!.l ruler of H.:l.llupuri been Nl indo­
p e n UCllt King, h~ \o/Ou1J not have readily accepted Man<lC1cva.':: 
r.y :: \.;:r ~inty , 0~d it \"/oul d h <:ive been ;:J.bsurd for . MMudeva to 
l: ~<:l infuri.:!t~ .::..t thIS !onner l S £<lilurc to ilppear befo,t"(?; him 
on hi s comm,-..,nd . 

. J.lorcover, there i ~ no evidence tl'ilt the re existed any 
"'::..11 <1 stute, or any territory known ilS "M.:llliJ.puri", in" the 
Co r nktpur arcU. o Buddhist writings, including the 
van s uttn, say t hat there existed a S~gha Rajya 
p ur r egi on ;it tI.e time of the Buddh.:J. . But this s t a te was 
1, w O years older than MMildcva. During thE:! rulE:! of Manildcva 
Cor<lk hpur was n part of the Gup t a crnpirc . This is confirmed' 
by the inscr i ption disc 9Vl,.;red at Kuhi,bama in Gorakt"pur. In 
t hic in:;cription , \"/hich was inst.:t11c:d during thc r eign of 
Sk(-..nd::~g upta, ~d i s dated 1 41 Gupta r~ra (517 Vikrnmu), S<:>.mu::ira 

• is q uoted as h ,wing scld that he had ' all th.::! kings 
<;>f i.ry.1v ~rtu. LC!t us cite the th0 pillar_ 
l.n ::;c l.~ip tion of PrO;yag, Md the 

" P lC.)f; l! 'Jo , ; Jl <:\nda, to KusincJra. Th€! Lord has a.ttaino:1 
Nirv~na . PlC0SC. ask the M,:'lllas of Kusinea s to do what 1 5 
dic t ut..:-J hy 'Ch e situation . ti (From the MahaParinivv<Ulsutta). 

" I-l i e i1 l flu..:.nci:! spre;1d after he eliminated by force sever<ll 
l~ ings of ;~y "v i:'.rttl., s uch as RudradcvCl Matil e , Nagadatta, 
Ch;:nctr<w.~; t1lv"! , C~ • .:p.:ltinaga, N.~guscna, l.chyutun.:mdi end Ba11n­
Vrtrm u, "Le." (Frcro the- Pil l <:!.r Inscription of prilyag). 

''T hC! pl.::c..:: uh~rc h.:! (SkMdcgq:>ta) takes salute is swept 
by thc w1r.d tb ._~ t.: blows when hundreds of kings bow their . 
hC <=.d s befor...: hi m. Trnnquillity reigns in the emp.ire of . 
Emperor SY. .. ) . .Ild.:l ,:! up t ;-~, whose: f~e had spr ead far ·and wide', 
who 1.:; blcs!;c-i \"Iith good fortune, and who is like Indra. 
,~~t th~ vill2.9..J t-,:,nde:rcd st\cred by the presuncc of good men, 
nnd h;:xving th-.: f~,ous nomc of Kakuva (K?habilma), 1n the 
~Onth of Jcsth.:J. l~l Gupt n e r a (517 vikraroa) .. (From the 
Kah~bDma in~cription) • 

• 
Mancil,"'Va rule:d n~ .:!rly forty-onc years. Had he sought to 

Conquer new tcnitoric. :; , h.;;: would h~ve dono so only nftcr 
Consolidating hi:::; O~1n Kingdom nnd his position. Ho woo-Id 
n o t hcve emb::lck~ on ::ouch.::. v(::nture at a time: when he had 
h.:trdly consolid~tw hi.:: po!;; i tion ilft .::r the death of his 
filthe r cr.~ his UIH..:h:. . 

• 
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.;l1 ' this proves that Hunadeva did not conquere neM terri­
tories, and thut he had merely tried to defend his ancestral 
Kingdom, DC.'Cill.\Se the V::lssal states had tried to become inde­
r~en:Jerlt taking .udv~tnge of the slight commotion pr,eva.iling 
at the center. 

The actu<ll loc.:-.tion 'of Hal'lapuri is still a ' subj ect of 
r';se.:lXch. The Ka11-Gandaki ,river is the .uest known U[Tloug 
thc. seven tributaries of the Gandaki river. Tht: c:!reas situ<lted 
along - this river are also import~t from the historical view­
paint. The \voro "C.::ndar.i'" mentioned in the Chungwlar<.J.Y2I1 
inscr~Jtion probably refers to the Kali-Gandnki. Horeover, 
t ... ,o Licchavi inscriptions, discovered in Gorkhu, indicate 
that area wa::; not <1. feudatory s t ute , but was directly admi­
nistered' from the c enter. 

This 'possibly means that the Gandaki crossed by Nanadeva 
... ms the Ko.li-G-"'1ndaki. fbr this reason, e>..'}Jloration across the 
Kal1-Gwdaki may help to locate "Hallapuri. ". 

Manadeva return~d to his cnpital after suWuing the feudal 
ruler of Mall<lpuri. He was very happy, because he had been 
able to meet the threilt he had faced itrmediutely after his 
accession to th~ throne. In factI the state of Nepal woula 
have disintegra b . .:d at that time had he failed to suppress 
the rulers of ieudatory states in both the eastern and western 
r C: (jions. That 1.8 why he made rituul gift on his return to 
the capital and hud his mother .. Rajyavati, alsO do so. Since 
t l1e inscription is incomplete, the reference made therein in 
r egard to such g ifts is illegible. lb\·}cver, the broken inscrip­
tion on the pillar stwdir.Q in front of the templ e of Changu­
narcyaP. does indicate that Manadeva also endo\led lands as 
Guthi for the worship of Narayana. This possibly means that, 
he ha;:l ordered the installation of the "Garudadhwaj" pillar. 

Some foreign historians have maintained that the frontiers 
of Nepal \'Ier~' confined. to Kil.thmandu Valley and sC'U1e adjoining 
areas since <lllcicnt times, on the Lasis of some texts written 
during the time uhen Nepal was dividL<1 into several states. 
SOme N~pali historians are also supporting this vi€',I. But 
this 1s not true . The in!3cription of Changun,,~rayan indic.:ltes 
that Ucpal was bigger in size during the period of U~ Licch<wiS· 
The inscription describes row Manadeva controlled the feudal 
king::; of the east and th~ west, who had wMted to become 
ilfdependent after the sudden death of Dhannadeva. This shows 
that the Koshi region in the ~ast, and the Gandak1 areas in 
the ""est, formed parts of Ncpul at that time. 
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'l'he inscription of Samwragupta in Prayag shed:s enough " 
li ght on the ··frontiers of Nepal during the Licchavi period. 
It mentions that Nepal's boUndaries WeDe situated east ·of 
Kum<1l!n a nd Hest of Ass am. This has alreudy been mentioned 
ubovc . Licchavi inscrip tions have been found from Dolakha ~d 
MulJ<o t in the east to COrkha. in the west. More inscriptions 
of this period may be found in other · ar~as too i£ explored 
p r operly. The "Hananka" coins of Manadeva have been found in· 
western Baglung. Hud- built Chaityas with insc"ript.ions in the 
late r Licchav i script have been found in the Lamathada Caves 
i n Jumla. This shows that Nepal was bigger during the Licchav£ 
period. . 

·The descript i on of the Chinese tr.;!Ve ll er, Hsuan-chuang, 
sheds lig h t on the frontiers of Nep a l at tha t time. He writes: 
" t;1p010 (Nc.pcl) lies on the lap of the Himalayas. It has an · 
area of 4000 lie It is surrounded by mountains. Its cqpital 
hCls an area of twenty li." One li is equal · to one-third of a: 
mi l e , ~d thus '- 4000 li . a re equal to 1172 miles. Th1s ' srows th Olt 
the 1 ~n<]th of I'l!.:p<ll wa s 400 miles, and its breadth 200 miles. 
Th e r e i s oth~r I;::viclcnce also ·to indicate t"tlat the size of 
Licchav i Nl...'P<ll · \'/ .1$ ..... >qU al to that of mcxiem Nepal. . 

'1'1i~ C h~""J l lJUn ,:.[· ayi&l1 inscription also sheds light on the' 
condition .:>i the pcoploa during the Licchavi period. Man.aC..eva 
h,1.s prou:Hy dcscr i bc-:d himself as a ~shatriya. The inscription 
~l:::; o cont:' i.l.ln::i a descr i p tion of the grants made by .Manadeva 
and his mother, Raj~'avati, to B,ralvnans" This shows that the 
caste syst~m was observed ' at t .h f!.t time,": 

The Licchavi rUlers pursued . the policy ·of cr~atL~~" a ~CietJ 
based on th e caste s y s tem. The Inscription of "Balambu can be 1 
Cited as evidEnce. The Licchavis felt proud of their sUccess 
in maintaining the caste system. ' " .. 

Brahnans occupied a respectable place in the society .cur_ 
ing the Licchav 1 period. K"shatriyas also occupied a lcac.'ling 
posit. ion because of t heir special role in politics. References 
have been mcdo to Rajputrns (Kshatriyas) 1n many Licch.8vi · '. . 
in scriptions. The inscription of Sikubahi ~Shankhamul) ' mention. 
the nu.mes of Rajputr.:l Vajraratha, Babhruva.rmll, and Oeshavarma. 
Babhruvarma and Deshavaona were "dutnkas" curinQ the re1CjJl1 of . 
G.:J1~cva and Amshuvarma respectively_ The inscription of Sanga 
mentions the name of Rajputra Vik.rumascna, who was a "sarva_ 
dandonayaka." The inscription of Deopatan m<llt1ons Rajputr" 
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Shurasena l and the inscripticn of : .desrr.lar nlentions th~ Ruja­
putr2.S Nandavanna, Jish"uvarma ~d Bhirnavarma. Th is sro·.-IS that 
th,:: number of Kshatriyas Vias lacg~ in t he Licchavi period I 
and th ~t they occupi~ top posts. 

'fhe Chinese account says that the number of traders exceeded 
the number of farmers in Nepal. This shows without doubt that 

.·t;h.::rc were Vaishyas in the Licchavi period. In the Tebahal 
inscription, Griharnitra calls himself "l uVanik 11 (trader), a 
Vaishya caste. Tile' inscript10n of Narendradeva at i;nantalinge­
s hwar indicates that different communitics 1 inc luding Drahmans 
and Chandalas , ' lived together at Hamsagrihadranga. Chandala 1s 
a Shudra sub-caste. 'This sJ:lows t hat ther~ l i ved Shud :;:,as too dm'­
in g the Licc havi period. 

Different cOITTnunlti~s had beDn l i'ling here: £raw anci~t 
:.i.til~S . These: communi ti..::s includ.:.<'l those Vlho did not ob,scrvc the 
c.:,,::;t...: syst.:;:m .. Th<2 Lit:chavi insc rif-t ions t her..::for\::! cont.::..in refe­
r enceS to "the four Varnas a nd eighteen castes." The inscription 
of Vasanti.l.deva at Thankot cont2. ins this term .• 

Pcop l.; enjoYL>d religious freedom uUring the Licchavi p e riod. 
Th.;,oy could profess any !.-eligion they l iked . fb ... l evcr, pooplc 
were not gr.:iIltcd £rwdom of occupation. They could engage in 
the occup at~on pertaining to their Caste. A separate off i ce 
culloo IIBhattad hika r uo<.. 1I W .:lS established to supervive whethE)r 
o r not this rul ~ ~ms followed .. 

'l'he Changun::tri.l.yun inscription natural l y contains a lengthy 
eulogy of Mana::iev a .. Such u e:;ulogy te.nds to be onc-sided. mweve:r, 
it sh.;ds light on the p~rsonality and character of N~'n~(..'vil t o 
some extent. S:;!veral in scrip tions h ilVC described Hunaiev::t 25 
hundsome Qld .... lhc ilt-cOlrp lcxioncd, with broad shoulders and l acgc 
eyes. Thc Changunarayan insc ription de.::.cribcs NunadeVa as a 
youth. It a lso Sho"'1S that HClna:iCVa was skillEd in the use of 
vi'eapons, experienced in dealing with people . brave, ;:.rd rcli­
g ious_mindc.-<l . 

The Changun ,:,.r;:.yan inscription is important from 
point of view, no t only -of history' but also of scholarshi~. 
The nam~ of the autho r o f th"" text of the insc ri,Ljtion is not 
known. ~bwc.:ver. he sc('lll$ to b..:.: Cl scholar, wl!l:l,-versl!d in the 
Sanskrit; langu t:.g.::.> . Ho has g iven the dialogue between Hanadcva 
and hi s mother Rajyavati in a very profo und manner, w~en the 
lutter was pr0puring tu b~~ome a Suti. The styl~ of other 
inccriptions of l1unAcva. is' also beautiful end scholarly. Thi:; 
!Jh:;;iws that during the l:.eriod. of ManadCVil, scholars flourished 
in Hepul. 
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